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TRAVELS 

TUaOUCK  THE 

TJNJTED  STATES  OF  NOI(tH  AMERICA, 
CANADA,  &c. 

IN  THB  TEARS  1795,  1706,  AND  1797. 


RESIDENCE  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

ACCOUNT  OF  THE  SIA  TE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

A  S  I  am  now  on  the  eve  of  my  departure 
-^  -*-  from  Philadelphia,  and  as  it  is  not  pro- 
bable tliat  I  fhall  be  liere  again  before  my  de- 
parture for  Europe,  1  (hall  fct  down  whatever 
information  I  ha^■e  been  able  to  collcdl,  refpeift- 
ing  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  ftate  of 
I'cnnfylvania,  in  the  feveral  vifits  I  have  paid  to 
this  part  of  the  United  States. 

ORIGIN  OF  TlIF  STATE  OF  PEMNSYLVAXIA. 

This  colony  was  founded  lOSl,  by  the  cele- 
brated William  Pesn,  from  whom  it  derives 
its  name;  and  to  the  genius  with  which  that 
great  man  Conceived  the  plan  of  its  government, 
and  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  his  adminiftration. 
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bciorc  any  t!:iri-i  wa.r  dLUii'  iii  th 
petition  prelcnted  by  Wlliiam 
death,  to  claim  the  execution 
was  long  oppofed  by  the  agent 
TlMORij,  proprietor  of  Marylanc 
towards  the  conclulion  of  the 
Charles  the  Second  figncd  Will 
ter. 

At  this  time  fcveral  fpots  on 
Delaware  were  inhabited.     Th 
part  of  the  province  of  New  Yc 
Dutch  fettlers,  and  afterwards 
feffion  of  the  Swedes ;  till,  in 

4 

finally  united  to  the  crown  of  E 

The  motives  mentioned  in  the 

patent  granted  to  William  Penn 

of  Adniiral  Penq,  and  the  lauda 
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The  limits  of  the  lands  ceded  by  Charles  Se- 
cond to  William  Pcnn,  were,  on  the  eaft,  the 
Delaware,  from  a  fpot  twelve  miles  to  the  north 
of  Newcaftle,  to  the  fortieth  degree  of  latitude, 
in  Ciifc,  the  words  of  the  patent  are,  the  river  Jhall 
extcfid  thus  far  to  tlie  north ;  from  this  point  a 
ftraight  line  drawn  to  the  weft,  at  right  angles 
with  the  Delaware ;  and  I'rom  that  point,  an- 
other line  drawn  to  the  fouth;  and  finally,  a 
line  drawn  parallel  to  that  of  the  north,  and 
making  the  boundary  on  the  foutlt. 

The  patent  gave  William  Penn,  and  his  heirs, 
the  entire  property  of  the  province,  fubjcA  to 
the  fupreme  authority  of  the  crown  of  England  ; 
it  ceded  alfo  the  power  of  making  laws,  cfta- 
blifiiing  a  govemmcnt,  granting  lands,  and  raif- 
ing  taxes. 

.  The  commerce  of  the  new  province  was  to  be 
Aibjcft  to  the  regulations  of  the  Britifli  legifla- 
ture,  and  was  to  be  carried  on  only  with  Eng- 
land. William  Penn  was  obliged  to  appoint  an 
agent  in  London,  to  anfwer  to  the  crown  for  any 
violations  of  the  laws  regulating  Britifh  com- 
merce ;  but  it  was  provided,  that  in  all  difputes 
between  William  Pcnn,  or  his  heirs,  or  the  n^er* 
chants  of  the  colony,  and  the  crown,  the  con- 
ilrucflion  of  the  laws  ftiould  be  favourcible  to  the 

B  2  former 
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former,  and  the  King's  minlfters  were  enjoined 
to  give  tl^em  all  poffible  aid  and  prpteftion. 

William  Pcnn  arrived  at  the  banks  of  the  De- 
laware in  l682,  having  with  him  a  great  many 
families  of  the  people  called  Quakers.  As  he  did 
not  fuppofe,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  found- 
ers of  European  colonies,  that  the  place  of  his 
birth  and  the  grant  of  his  king  were  authorities 
for  taking  poflcflion  of  the  territories  of  favage 
people,  without  their  confent,  he  treated  with 
the  natives  for  the  lands  with  fuch  equity,  that 
he  not  only  concluded  his  negociations  without 
obftacles,  and  acquired  the  friendihip  and  confi- 
dence of  the  Indians,  but  alfo  conciliated  the 
minds  of  the  Dutch  and  Swedes  already  efta- 
blilhed  in  the  country.  The  conduA  of  the 
Quakers,  who  accompanied  Pcnn,  was  of  the 
fame  equitable  character ;  fo  that  the  new  ict- 
tiers,  far  from  being  diflurbed  by  the  Indians, 
received  every  aid  thofe  poor  people  could  give 
them.  And  fo  deeply  rooted  was  the  veneration 
of  the  Indian  tribes  for  William  Penn,  that  to 
this  day,  when  thofe  unhappy  vi<5lims  of  Eu- 
ropean policy  arc  daily  driven  from  their  habi- 
tations farther  back  into  the  wilds  of  the  coun- 
try, and  have  too  often  to  complain  of  other  a6ts 
of  injuflice,  they  are  accuftomed  to  quote  the 

tradition 
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{mention  handed  down  to  them  of  William 
hr^  n's  humane  and  equitable  conduft.  Nor  do 
the^  ever  place  an  entire  confidence  in  any  trea- 
htsm  with  Pcnnfylvania,  or  any  other  ftate^  or 
tv^mn  the  Union,  unlefs  fome  Quakers  are  pre- 
foi^t  at  the  conference; — "  The  dcfccndants  of 
^V'-illiam  Pcnn/'  they  fay,  "  will  never  permit 
^  ^:^  be  deceived." 

1683,  William  Penn  began  to  lay  the 
fo«.x^dations  of  Philadelphia,  at  which  time  he 
torxrxicd  a  plan  for  the  building  of  that  city,  which 
has     fince  been  followed  with  great  exaftnefs. 

'"^XT'he  country  lying  along  the  Delaware  to  the 
fo^^th  of  Newcaftle,  was  a  little  time  afterwards 
gra^x^ted  by  the  crown  to  Willian  Pcnn  ;  and  the 
covxxity  of  Ncwcalllc  was  ceded  to  him  by  the 
Dv^l^e  of  York. 

ic  inhabitants  of  this  new  colony  amounted, 
in   1  684,  to  no  more  than  four  thoufand.     In 
1^Q5,  ninety  veflels  arriving  from  Europe,  with 
emigrants  from  France,  Holland,  Germany,  Swit- 
zerland, Finland,  Denmark,   Scotland,  Ireland, 
and  England,  the  population  was  encrcafcd  to 
fixty.fix  thoufand,  of  which  nearly  the  half  were 
Englifh. 

The  wifdom  of  the  admmiftration,  but  ftill 
more  entire  liberty  in  civil  and  religious  mat- 
ters, brought  a  great  influx  of  inhabitants,  even 

B  3  from 


concurrence  of  Avhoin  he   Irai 
that  vcltcd  the  Iciiifiatlon  of  t 
vernor,  afllfted   with  apro\n 
general  aiTcmbly.    The  counci 
fcventy  members,  chofen  by 
governor  or  his  deputy  prcfidc 
and  had  three  voices.     A  thir 
was  re-clcftgd  annually.     The 
was  at  lirft  compofed  of  all  th 
was  foon  reduced  to  two  hun 
provided  that  it   fliould  never 
dred. 

In  the  difcourfe  pronounced 
on  this  occaiion,  he  laid  down 
truth  ought  to  be  inceflantly  i 
tion  of  every  free  people ; — '' 
iaid,  "  be  the  form  of  a  govern 
always  arc  free  when  they  fharc 
power,  and  are  governed  only  1 
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gorcmmcnt  are,  the  people's  refpecft  for  the 
laws,  and  their  iecurity  againft  the  abufe  of 
power.  •  On  thc(e  principles  it  is,  that  the  peo- 
ple are  free,  even  in  obedience,  and  the  magif- 
trates  honoured  and  refpccftablc,  for  the  impar- 
tiality of  their  adminiftration  and  their  own  fub- 
niiifion  to  the  laws.'* 

In  l083,  William  Penn  offered  a  new  confti- 
tution    to  the  inhabitants   of  Pennf}'lvania,   of 
which  they  accepted.     The  number  of  repre- 
fcntatives  was  now  diminifhed ;  and  the  prero- 
gative of  putting  a  negative  upon  laws  pafled  by 
the  alfembly,  given  to  the  governor. 

Some  difputes  between  Lyord  Baltimore  and 
William  Penn,  concerning  their  refpcftive  pro- 
perty, obliged  the  latter  to  go  to  England.  In 
his  abfence,  the  adminiftration  of  the  govern- 
ment was  committed  to  a  council,  who  abufed 
their  power,  and  excited  difcontents,  that  Penn, 
while  he  remained  in  Europe,  could  neither  prof 
vent  nor  allay.  The  crown  therefore  relumed 
the  government  of  the  province,  which  vras 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  governor  of  New 
York. 

About  this  period  a  new  conftitution  was  efta- 
blilhcd  in  Pennfylvania,  differing  from  the  former 
chiefly  in  this — that  the  general  alfembly  were 
now  annually  clc(^ed. 

B4  '  In 
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In  ifigo*  William  Penri  arrived  from  Eng- 
kmd,  and  again  took  the  reins  of  government ; 
and  it  was  in  1/01,  when  he  was  about  to  em- 
bark once  more  for  England,  that  the  cojiftitu- 
tion  of  this  province  was  cftabliflied  on  the  foot- 
ing on  which  it  reftcd  till  the  revolution  of  Ame- 
rica. 

The  three  counties  of  Newcaftfc,  Kent,  and 
Suflcx,  (which  at  that  time  were  known  by  the 
name  of  the*  three  lower  count ies)y  refufing  to  ac- 
cept this  new  conftitution,  William  Penn  grant- 
ed his  right  in  them  to  Edmund  Ship  pen,  and 
five  others,  and  thefe  counties  were  ereftcd  into 
a  fcparate  government.  They  had  an  aflembly 
diftlnft  from  that  of  Pennfylvania,  in  which, 
however,  the  go^  emor  of  Pennfylvania  prefided  : 
and  thcfe  tlires  counties  at  prefent  'form,  the  State 
of  Delaware. 

William  Penn  purehaled  from  the  Indians,  by 
fucceffive  treaties,  the  country  a5  far  as  the  Suf- 
quehanna,  and  even,  beyond,  and  all  that  tracfl 
of  land  extending  from  Duck  Creek  to  the  moun- 
tains. He  died- in  1/18,  elleemcd,  beloved,  and 
regretted,  by  every  one  who  had  occafion  at  any 
time  to  have  dealings  with  him.  After  his  death 
his  heirs,  the  proprietors  and  governors  of  the 
province,  endeavoured  to-cxtend  their  power,  and 
foon  began  to  claim  exemptions  from  taxes  f€>r 

the 
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the  lands  the  family  of  Pcnn  had  rcfcrvcd  for 
itfelf.  The  houfc  of  reprcfcntativcs  oppofcd 
thefe  pretenfions  with  unremitting  ftcadincfs; 
and  the  hiftory  of  Pennfylvania,  from  that  pe- 
riod to  the  late  revolution  in  America,  is  no- 
thing more  than  a  record  of  difputes  between 
the  governors  and  the  houic  of  rcprefcntatives. 
Every  queftion  tliat  came  before  the  aflcmbly 
was  the  occafion  of  a  difpute ;  and  the  mutual 
jealouiy  of  thefe  authorities  prevented  the  cfta- 
bliihmcnt  of  necefl'ary  regulations,  which  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people  had  not  leifurc  to  pro^ 
pofe,  or  were  unwilling  to  fubjed:  to  the  goAcr- 
nor's  negative. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  I'HF.  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVA- 
NIA AFTER  THE  REVOLUTION, 

At  the  time  of  the  revolution  in  America,  the 
conftitution  of  Penni^lvania  was  changed.  The 
proprietors  were  then  abfent ;  and  the  people,  by 
their  reprelcntatives,  eftablifhed  a  conftitution, 
in  the  following  manner. 

The  legiflative  authority  was  delegated  to  a 
houic  of  rcprefcntatives,  chofcn  annually  by  the 
fevcral  counties.  To  become  an  cleftor,  it  w^as 
neceflary  to  be  an  inhabitant,  a  defcendant  of 
Europeans,  and  free — to  have  arrived  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  and  to  have  rcfided  a  year  in  Penn- 

A'lvania. 

The 
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The  number  of  the  reprefentativxs  was  to  be 
proportioned  to  the  population  of  each  county  ; 
the  only  qualification  to  be  a  candidate  for  re- 
prcfcntative  was,  a  rcfidcnce  for  the  two  lafl  years 
in  the  fame  county,  but  no  reprefentative  was 
eligible  to  be  re-elcAcd  till  after  an  interval  of 
four  years.  Every  reprefentative,  before  he  took 
his  feat,  was  obliged  to  read  and  fign  the  follow- 
ing declaration — That  he  believed  in  one  God, 
who  created  the  nniverfey  and  governs  it  by  his  pro-- 
videncr,  and  who  reivards  the  good  and puni/hes  the 
wicked ;  afid  that  he  acknowledged  the  Old  and 
New  Teftaments  to  have  been  written  by  divifie  in^ 
Jpiration. 

The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  had  the  power  of 
making  laws  confiftcnt  with  the  fpirit  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  All  a6b  were  to  be  paiTed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  at  leaft  two- thirds  of  the  members  pre- 
fent ;  and  laws  were  not  to  be  in  force  till  the  ex- 
piration of  one  year  from  the  time  of  their  paff- 
ing.  During  that  interval  they  were  to  be  pub- 
liflied  in  the  gazettes,  that  the  people  might  have 
opportunity  to  know  their  nature,  and  that  the 
public  opinion  might  be  made  known  refpedlmg 
neccflary  amendments. 

The  number  of  reprefentatives  in  I789  wxrc 
feventy-two. 

The  executive  power  was  placed  in  the  fu- 

premc 
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prcme  council  of  Pennfylvania,  compofed  of  a 
prcfidcnt,  vicc-prcfident,  and  fifteen  membcis 
chofen.by  the  people,  one  in  each  county.  This 
council  was  chofen  for  three  years,  and  a  third 
was  renewed  annually  by  an  cleftion.  The  pre- 
fident  and  vice-prcfident  were  annually  choien, 
by  an  aflembly  compofed  of  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives  and  the  iiipreme  council ;  but  they 
y^txt  chofen  among  the  members  of  the  fupreme 
council. 

Another  council  compleated  the  political  body 
of  this  ftate ;  it  was  called  the  council  of  cen/brs, 
and  was  compofed  of  two  members  from  each 
couht}^,  chofen  annually  by   the  people.     The 
inembers  could  not  be  re-  eleded  till  after  an  in- 
terval of  fc^en  years.     Their  functions  were,  to 
guard  the  rights  of  the  conftitution ;  to  enquire 
into  ufurpations  of  the   legiflature,  or  the  fu- 
preme   council ;  to  enquire   whether  the  taxes 
were  equitably  impofed,  faithfully  levied,   and 
expended  with  economy ;  in  a  word,  to  fee  the 
laws  juftly  adminiftered.     They  had  the  power 
to  fummon  any  individual  before  them ;  to  fuf- 
pend  the  deliberations  of  the  legiflature;  to  ex* 
amine  its  aAs,  and  to  recommend  the  annulling 
of  fuch  as  appeared  to  them  inconfiftcnt  with 
the  conftitution.     They  had,  befidc,  the  power 

of 
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of  calling  a  convention  to  change  the  conftitu* 
tion,  to  which  they  had  authority  to  propofc 
fiich  reforms  as  they  fhould  deem  neccflary.  In 
the  cafe  of  their  calling  a  convention,  they  were 
enjoined  to  give  notice  of  it  in  the  gazettes^ 
during  fix  months  previous  to  its  meeting. 

As  democratic  as  this  conftitution  was,  there 
were  many  who  ftill  wiftied  for  further  innova* 
tion ;  and  while  it  was  in  exiftence,  the  State 
of  Pennfylvania  was  divided  by  two  fadions,  one 
of  which  was  called  the  cofiftitutionali/is,  and  the 
other  republicans.  The  latter  demanded  two 
houfes,  on  the  plan  of  the  majority  of  the  United 
States,  The  conteft  for  power  was  eager;  and 
the  public  intereft,  as  is  too  often  the  calc,  was 
facrificed  to  the  interefts  of  parties.  Finally  the 
republicans  prevailed ;  and  in  1 790,  the  conftitu- 
tion at  prefent  in  force  was  framed  by  a  conven- 
tion. 

THE  PRESENT  CONSTITUTION  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  conftitution  of  Pennfjlvania,  like  thofc 

# 

of  all  the  other  United  States,  feparates  the  exe- 
cutive from  the  legiflative  power. 

The  legiflaturc  is  compofcd  of  a  houfc  of  rc- 
prcfentativcs  and  a  fcnate. 

The  members  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentativcs 

are 
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are  chofen  in  each  county  by  the  elcdors,  with 
the  exception  of  thofe  who  are  returned  by  the 
citizens  of  Philadelphia. 

The  number  of  reprefentatives  for  a  county  is 
in  proportion  to  the  population,  but  each  county 
returns  at  leaft  one.  To  keep  the  number  in 
each  county  correfpondent  with  the  population, 
an  account  of  the  inhabitants  is  taken  every  feven 
years,  according  to  which  the  legiflature  declares 
the  number  that  each  county  Ihall  return. 

The  number  of  reprefentatives  is  never  to  ex- 
ceed a  hundred.  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  is 
cleAed  annually.  The  qualifications  for  mem- 
bers are,— the  arrival  at  the  age  of  twenty-one ; 
the  right  of  citizenfhip  acquired  three  years  pre- 
vious to  the  cleftion  ;  and  a  previous  rcfidence  of 
three  years  in  the  county. 

The  fenate  is  elcfted  for  four  years ;  but  a 
fourth  of  the  fenators  is  renovated  annually. 

The  fenators  are  elected  by  diftri<fts,  formed 
by  feveral  counties,  according  to  their  popula- 
tion ;  but  no  diftrid:  is  permitted  to  return  more 
than  four  fenators. 

The  number  of  the  fenators  is  never  to  be  lefs 
than  the  fourth  part  of  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives, nor  ever  exceed  the  third. 

The  qualifications  for  a  fcnator  are, — the  ar- 
rival at  the   age  of  twenty ^one ;  the  right  of 

citizenfhip ; 
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citizcnfhip  ;  refidcncc  for  four  years  in  the  ftatc  ; 
and  a  refidcncc  of  the  year  preceding  the  elcdion 
in  the  diftrld:. 

The  governor  is  elcAcd  for  three  years,  and  is 
not  eligible  to  continue  in  office  more  than  nine 
years  in  twelve.  The  qualifications  for  the  can- 
didate for  the  office  of  governor,  are — the  arrival 
at  the  age  of  thirty ;  and  the  right  of  citizenlhip 
of  fevcn  years  (landing,  and  feven  years  refidcncc 
in  the  ftate. 

The  qualification  of  refidcncc  in  the  ftate  is 
not  neceffary  to  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  go- 
vernor, or  member  of  either  of  the  houfes.of  Ic- 
giflature,  when  he  has  been  abfent  on  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Union  or  the  State. 

The  fame  electors  chufe  the  governor  and  the 
two  houfes  of  the  legiflature.  The  qualifications 
of  an  clcftor  are, — the  arrival  at  the  age  of 
twenty -one ;  two  years  refidence  in  the  ftate  prer 
vious  to  the  elcAion ;  and  the  payment  of  taxes 
for  the  laft  fix  months.  The  fons  of  inhabitants 
paying  taxes  are  exempt  from  the  laft  qualifica- 
fion. 

Laws  for  the  impofition  of  taxes  muft  originate 
in  the  houfc  of  rcprcfentativcs ;  but  the  fenate 
may  make  amendments  in  thern. 

The  treafurcr  of  the  ftate  is  annually  appoint* 
ed  by  the  legiflature, 

All 
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All  Other  places  under  the  government,  civil 
and  military,  arc  filled  by  the  governor;  who 
appoints  alio  the  IherifFs  and  coroner  in  each 
county,  from  two  candidates  prefentcd  to  hini 
by  the  clcftors. 

The  governor  has  the  prerogative  of  granting 
pardon  to  convifts,  or  of  mitigating  their  fcn- 
tence. 

The  a^s  of  the  legillature  mull:  receive  his 
iignaturc,  to  have  the  force  of  a  law,  which  fig* 
nature  is  to  be  affixed  to  the  a&,  within  ten  days 
of  its  being  prefented  to  him  ;  except  in  the  cafe 
of  his  refufing  his  aflcnt,  when  his  refufal  is  to 
be  accompanied  with  a  declaration  of  his  mo- 
tives. The  motives  of  refuial  are  to  be  taken 
into  confideration  by  the  two  houfes;  and  if 
two-thirds  of  each  perfift  in  palling  the  ad,  the 
govemor  is  to  place  his  fignature  to  it,  notwith- 
flanding  his  objedions.  It  thenceforth  becomes 
law,  and  he  is  to  provide  for  its  execution. 

The  judicatyre  is  divided  into  five  tribunals ; 
1.  the  Supreme  Court,  compofed  of  a  chief- 
juftice  and  four  other  judges.  This  court  holds 
its  fittings  at  Philadelphia,  in  January,  April, 
and  Septcrpber ;  in  the  firft  of  which  months, 
the  fittings  lafl  for  three  weeks,  and  in  the  two 
Others  for  fifteen  days. 

^.  The  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  com* 

pany 
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pofed  of  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fuprcme  court, 
and  judges  of  the  diftrid,  the  county  being  di- 
Yidcd  into  five  diftrifts  for  the  purpofes  of  this 
jurifdidion.  The  judges  make  the  circuit  of 
the  diftricl,  and  take  cognizance  of  both  civil 
and  criminal  caufes. 

3.  The  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  compofedof^ 
a  prefident  who  is  one  of  the  judges  of  the  dif- 
trift,  and  juftices  of  the  peace  in  the  county. 
This  court  is  held  in  the  county,  and  takes  cog- 
nizance only  of  civil  caufes. 

4.  The  Court  of  Quarter  Seffions,  compofcd 
only  of  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  held  every 
tlircc  months  in  the  county. 

5.  The  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeal,  compofcd 
of  a  prefident  who  has  no  other  function,  and 
the  judges,  who  arc  prefidcnts  of  the  feveral 
courts  of  common  pleas.  This  court  is  held 
every  year  at  Philadelphia,,  beginning  its  littinga 
on  the  firft  of  July. 

The  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Courts  of  Cir- 
cuit, have  the  powers  of  the  Court  of^^Chancery 
vefted  in  them. 

The  refpeftive  judges  are  appointed  by  the 
governor,  and  cannot  be  difplaced  but  by  a  fen- 
tencc  of  the  fenate,  upon  an  accufation  from  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives ;  or,  where  the  accufa- 
tioais  not  of  a  crjininal  nature,  by  the  gover- 
nor^ 
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lior,  on  the  requifition  of  two-thirds  of  each  of 
the  two  houfcs  of  the  Icgiflature. 

The  concluding  chapter  of  the  conftitution  of 
Pcnnfvlvania  contains  a  declaration  of  rights, 
ellabliflicd  on  the  piircft  principles  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty. 

No  teft  is  required  froni  pcrfons  holding  public 
offices,  except  a  declaration  to  uphold  and  defend 
the  conftitution.  No  profbflion  relative  to  reli- 
gion is  deihanded  of  them.  The*  declaration  is 
made  upon  oath,  or  fimplc  affirmation,  accord- 
ing to  the  pleafure  of  the  perfbn  making  it ;  and 
this  feerris  a  neceflary  provifion  in  a  ftate  in 
ivhich  Quakers  are  as  riumerous  as  in  that  of 
Penniylvariia. 

Votes  at  an  clecStion  are  givien  in  writing  ;  and 
the  judges  who  prefide,  before  tliey  receive  a  vote, 
arc  to  rriakc  ah  entry  of  the  name  and  qualifi- 
cation of  thie  voter,  that  the  fame  perfbn  may 
not  vote  twice,  or  vote  without  thd  right  of  fuf- 
frage. 

The  tranquiUity  of  Pcnnfylvania  has  been  tm- 
difturbcd  fincc  the  cftabliflmient  of  this  conflitu- 
tioil,  except  in  the  inftance  of  a  partial  infur- 
redion  in  1/94,  of  which  I  fliall  hdvc  occafion  to 
fpeak  hereafter. 

This  flate  is  blcfled  with  a  high  degree  of  prof- 
perity.     Population  increafes  in  an   aflonifhing 
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progreffion.    Comincrcc  is  more  flourilhing  thaW  • 
in  any  o(  the  other  ftates ;  and  cver}^  corner  of  it  \ 
is  peopling  with  emigrations  from  Europe,  or  i 
from  the  other  ftates  of  the  Union. 

THE  LAWS  IN  GENERAL.  ' 

By  the  grant  of  Charles  Second  to  William  j 
Penn,  it  was  provided,  that  the  laws  of  Englard  ^ 
relative  to  property,  and  alfb  the  laws  relative  to 
crimes,  fhould  be  in  force  in  Pennfylvaiiia,  t^l 
others  Ihould  be  formally  fubltituted  by  himlclfi. 
and  the  freemen  of  tlic  new  province/  or   thci 
deputies*- 

In  the  eftabhfhment  of  this  colony,  the  com- 
mon law  of  England,  and  fcvcral  of  its  ,ftatutc 
laws,  w^ere  naturally  adopted  ;  but  many  of  thefc 
not  being  found  in  any  written  code  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  they  arc  to  be  regarded  indrfcrhninatcly  as 
tlic  common  law  of  Pennfylvania. 

When  the  revohition  took  plaiCc^  thcie  la-v^s 
ceafcd  to  be  obligatory,  by  the  conncdion  with 
England  being  deftroyed.  But  they  were  con- 
firmed in  the  firft  independent  h^giflature  by  an 
cxprefs  law,  till  they  fhould  be  repVakd  by  fuc- 
cccding  afts  of  the  Icgiflature.  This  w  ife  mea- 
fure  was  neceflary  in  the  agitation  of  a  rcvolu- 
tion,  that  fcarcely  affords  the  coblnefs  and  Icifiire 
required  for  the  formation  of  a  new  code  of  laws,. 

or 
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or  even  the  careful  revifion  of  an  ancient  fyftem* 
Many  of  the  laws  iince  that  period  have  been 
repealed,  or  amended ;  thoft  which  are  at  prcfcnt 
in  force  have  been  lately  colledlcd  and  publiflied 
by  IMr.  Dallas,  fccretary  of. the  ftate  of  Penn- 
f^'Jvania,  a  lawyer  of  great  eminence,  and  who  is 
allorN  cd,  even  by  nien  of  oppofite  fentiments  in 
politics;  to  poiTcfs  a  clear  judgment,  and  a  pro- 
t.^und  knowledge  in  the  laws. 

THE  CODE  OF  CIVIL  LAVvS  IN  PARTICULAR. 

I  fhajl  fpcak  only  of  the  moft  interefting  of  the 
code  of  civil  laws ;  and  in  the  firft  place,  of  that 
which  rcgitlates  the  property  of  perfqns  dying  in- 
tcltate.  This  law,  which  was  pafled  in  1/94, 
rcvcTkes  all  preceding  laws  on  the  fame  fubjedl, 
the  laft  of  which  was  pafled  in  1 764. 

By  the  exifting  law,  rhe  w  idow  of  a  pcrfbrt 
dying  iiitcftate  takes  a  third  of  all  his  perfonal 
property  and  an  interefh  for  life  in  the  real  eftatc. 
The  other  two-thirds  are  divided  equally  among 
the  legitimate  children^  already  born  or  pof?:hu- 
mous ;  and  after  the  death  of  the  widow,  the 
third  of  the  real  eftate  in  which  fhc  had  a  life- 
intcreft,  is  equally  divided  among  the  children. 

When  the  perfon  dying  intellite  leaves  no 
tvidow,  the  whole  of  the  property  is  equally  di- 
vided among  the  children. 

C  2  When 
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When  a  perfon  dying  intcftate  leaves  a  wide 
^^thout  children*,  the  widow  takes  half  the  p( 
fonal  property,  and  a  lite-intcrcft  in  half  the  n 
cftatc;  the  remainder  is  divided  among  the  near 
relations  of  the  dcccafcd ;.  to  whom  alfo  dcfcen- 
at  the  death  of  the  widow,  the  half  of  the  n 
cftatc  enjoyed  by  her  during  her  life. 

This  law  determines  the  preference  to  bcgiv 
to  the  degrees  of  relationlhip ;  and  regulates  t 
manner  of  valuing,  felling,  and  dividing  tlic  pi 
pcrty  among  the  co-heirs; 

The  abolifticd  law  of  1 764,  had  given  to  t 
cldeft  of  the  fons  of  the  perfon  dying  intcfta 
a  Ihare  of  the  property  equal  to  two  of  the  otl 
children. 

The  common-law  of  England  is  followed 
Pcnnfylvania,  in  the  difpofition  of  the  prope 
of  a  woman  dying  intcftate ;  *  the  whole  of  1 
pcrfonal  property  belongs  to  the  hufband,  a 
alfo  the  enjoyment  of  the  real  eftatc  during 
life. 

If  there  arc  children  of  the  marriage,  or  th 
reprefentatives,  they  divide  the  property  of  1 
mother  after  the  death  of  the  father.  • 

The  liberty  of  difpofing  of  property  by  vp 
without  leaving  any  part  to  children,  is  entire 
Pcnn/}'lvania,  and  is  confidcrcd  as  a  fccurity 
the  good  behaviour  of  children.     It  is  very  1 

comir 
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4:oinmon  to  find  a  parent  making  a  bad  ufc  of 
this  liberty;  wiiich  appears,  however,  to  be 
greater  than  a  juft  man  would  dcfirc.  It  is  not 
lunufual  for  a  parent  to  leave  liis  eldefl:  fon  a  dou- 
ble portion  of  his  property^  but  public  opinion 
condemns  x-vcry  difjxDfition  in  which  the  cideft 
ion  is  favoured  beyond  that  proportion. 

By  a  laNy  pafled  in  ly60,  no  divorce  can  be 
adjudged  hut  in  the  following  c^ifcs  ;-^l.  Eor  in- 
xibilit}'  in  the  hufband,  or  incapacitj  of  the  wife 
to  bear  children. 

2 .  For  a  preceding  marriage  of  one  cff  the  par 
tics,  the  former  wife  or  hufbaud  being  GM  alive, 
when  the  Iccond  marriage  took  place. 

3.  For  adultery,  proved  by  one  of  the  parties. 

4.  For  the  voluntary  abfcncc  of  cither  of  the 
particf:,  without  rcafonablc  caufe,  from  tlie  houfc 
jo(  the  n?.arricd  parties  during  four  fac-cceding 
years. 

In  each  of  thefc  cafe-  luc  fuprcme  co;urt  has 
the  power  of  pronouncing  a  fenteace  of  divorce. 
The  forms  of  proceeding  are  prefcribed  by  the 
law ;  and  it  is  provided,  that  they  cannot  be  re- 
^rted  to^  by  any  hufband  or  wife,  except  where 
the  parties  have  refidcd  one  yc^r  at  lead  in  the 
Ibtc. 

When  a  married  pcrfon,  on  the  report  of  the 
4eatb  pf  the  hufband  or  vv  ife,  after  an  abfcncc  of 

C  a  two 
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two  years,  marries  again,  fuch  pcrfon  is  not  f 
be  judged  guilty  of  adultery  ;  but  the  hufban 
or  wife  who  has  been  thus  reported  dead,  ma] 
on  his  or  her  return,  claim  the  diflblution  of 
marriage  made  during  his  or  her  abfence,  an  ^ 
the  reftitution  of  the  wife  or  hufband,  provide  ^ 
the  claim  is  rnadc  w^ithin  a  year  after  the  retui 
of  fuch  perfon. 

A  hufband  who  confcnts  to  his  wife's  adulter;^ 
is  not  intitled  to  a  divorce ;  and  where  a  divorce 
is  obtained  for  adulter}",  the  party  conviclcd  o  ^ 
the  crime  is  not  at  liberty  to  marry  with  the  pcr--^^ 
ibn  who  \\  a^  hii  or  her  partner  in  the  guilt.  •  ^ 

Tlie  law  grants  a  fcparation,  when  the  wii 
proves  that  ihe  has  been  ill-treated  by  her  huf- ' 
band ;  and  compels  the  hufband  to  afford  a  main- 
tenancc  to  ihc  wife  after  the  fcparation,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  ttiird  pf  his  revenue ;  but  every  fen- 
tence  of  fcparation  is  to  be  m-lfed  by  the  high 
court  of  errors  and  appeals,  if  either  of  the  parties 
chufes  to  appeal. 

*By  a  law  pa-fTcd  in  1 780,  the  children  of  flavcs 
born  after  that  period  arc  declared  free ;  but  they 
are  liable  to  fcrvc  the  mailers  of  their  parents  till 
the  age  of  twenty- eight.  The  fame  law  ordained 
the  regiftcring,  in  the  public  books  of  certain  of- 
ficers, the  names  of  the  flaves  th^n  rcfiding  in  the 
ftate;  and  fuch  flavcs  as  wxre  not  fo  regiftcrcd 

werp 
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Twcrc  declared  to  be  free.     It  provided  that  all 

(laves  fhould  be  tried  by  tlie  lame  tribunals,  and 

\rith  the  fame  forms,  as  other  citizens  of  the 

ftate  ;  but  it  prohibited  the  tcftimony  of  a  Have 

againft  a  freeman.    The  proprietors  of  flavcs  were 

compelled  by  this  law  to  provide  for  their  fubfift- 

cnce,  .even  in  Jthe  cafe  of  their  not  being  regif- 

tered ;  and  the  manner  was  prefcribcd  for*  the 

recovery  of  a  flavc  who  had  efcaped  from  his 

n^after.     It  was  forbidden  to  engage  any  negro 

or  nmilatto  above  the  age  of  twenty -one  to  be 

lx)und  for  any  longer  term  than  fcvcn  years, 

A.  law  that  was  paifcd  in  May  1/88  explained 

and     amended  the    law  of  1780,     Every  flavc 

brought  into  the  State  of  Pcnni^lvania,  either 

^  2^n  inhabitant  of  the  i2:ate  or  any  pcrfon  com- 

.  iiig  to  refidc  there,  was  declared  free  as  foon  as 

he  entered  oa  the  territories  of  the  ftate.     No 

•        •     •  ■      # 

pcribn  could  take  with  him,  or  fcnd  away  to  an- 
other ftate,  a  flavc  engaged  only  for  a  terra,  with- 
out the  confcnt  of  the  flavc  officially  declared 
before  a  jufticp  rjf  the  peace.  A  fine  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  dollars  is  to  be  paid  for  every  of- 
fence againft  this  provifion  of  the  law.  'The 
children  of  flavcs  born  after  the  firft  of  March . 
1780,  who  were  fubjccl  to  fcrvitude  tril  the  age 
pf  twenty-eight,  were  to  be  cnrcgiflxrcd  in  the 
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books  of  the  proper  officers,  in  default  of  whic^ 
they  were  declared  free. 

The  trading  in  negroes  was  prohibited,  vnder 
the  penalty  of  the  confifcation  of  the  yeflel  cm- 
ployed  in  or  dcftined  to  that  traffic,  and  a  fine 
of  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
Every  matter  of  a  flave,  whether  during  his  life 
or  for  a  term  of  years,  was  prohibited,  under  the 
penalty  of  one  hundred  and  twelye  dpilars,  to  re- 
move hufband  and  wife^  or  parents  and  their 
children,  to  the  diflance  of  more  than  twelve 
jniles  from  each  other,  without  their  prc^-ious 
cbnfent.  Where  violence  is  ufed  by  the  piafler, 
or  perfecution  or  falfe  pretences  to  cfFedl  th?:  f?pa- 
fation  contrary  to  this  law,  the  fine  is  doubled, 
and  the  offender  to  be  imprifoncd  for  fix  or  twelv^ 
months.  The  granting  liberty  to  a  flave,.  whe- 
ther he  is  fo  for  life  or  a  term  of  years,  requires 
no  other  formality  than  the  fignature  of  the  maf-» 
ter  declaring  him  to  be  free. 

The  common  law  of  England  is  flill  in  force 
in  Pennfylvania,  relative  to  the  hiring  of  domes- 
tics, and  the  taking  of  apprentices.  Parents  may 
therefore  engage  their  children  as  apprentices  and 
domeflics  up  to  thp  age  of  twenty-one  ;  and  after, 
that  age  young  people  may  make  agreements  for. 
^hcmfelves  till  they  are  twenty- eight.    Provifions 

ftrQ 
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are  made  by  the  law  merely  to  prevent  abufcs  ix\ 
thcfe  cng2^genients.  Among  the  reft  are— the  dc^ 
claratioq  befqrc  juftiecs  of  the  peace  of  the  perlbq 
engaged  to  be  a  feryant  or  apprentice,  that  he  en- 
gages Jiiniiclf  voluntarily  ;  a  pyphibjtjon  to  every 
mafter  to  fend  fcrvants  or  apprentipes  oi^t  of  the 
ilate ;  and  a  fine  impofcd  upoi^  all  pcrfons  qfFend- 
ing  againft  that  claufe,  or  retaining  the  pcrfons 
lb  engaged  beyond  the  terrn  of  the  contrac^l. 

The  law  alfo  authorifcs  the  engagement,  for  ^ 
limited  period,  qf  perfons  arriving  from  Europe, 
who  cannot  otherwife  difcharge  the  debts  they 
have  contraded  with  the  mafters  of  vcflels  for 
their  paflage. 

The  overfeers  of  the  poor  may  make  engage- 
ments for  the  children  of  the  poor  as  apprentices, 
but  not  for  any  term  exceeding  their  arrival  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  ;  and  provifions  arc  made 
for  the  proper  treatment  of  fuch  apprentices  and- 
domeftics  by  their  mafters. 

It  is  under  the  fai^i^tion  of  the  forms  of  this  law 

that  emigrants,  arriving  here  from  the  Frenchi 

colonies  fince  the  French  Revolution,  have  been 

able  to  retain  their  Haves,     Having  condufted 

them  before  magiftrates,  they  engage  them  till 

the  time  when  they  fliall  attain  the  age  of  twcnty- 

ODC,  or  twenty-eight ;  but  the  confent  of  the 

negroc 
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negro  to  this  eftedl  is  ncceffary,  without  whici* 
they  are  declared  free. 

There  is  no  Jaw  in  Penniylvania,  dire^Uy  cn-^ 
»      atfted  by  the  legiflaturc  of  the  ftate,   relative 
bankruptcies ;  on  this  fubjcvl  the  law  of  Englan 
is  followed.     That. which  relates  to  the  infolven 
debtors  is  encumbered  with  thje  iacctTLVcaience^ 
which  fuch  laws  fcldom  avoid.     It  pi?oyi<i5p  .thatr 
infolvcnt  pcrfc^ns,  imprifoned  for  debt,  Ihall  .be 
cHfcharged  and  freed  from  further  purfuit,  on  a 
declaration  made  by  them  of  the  amount  of  ^Lheir 
property  and  the  relinquiftiment  of  it  to  their 
M   creditors.     Ecit  if  tlie  debtor  afterwards  acquires 
other  property,  he  may  be  again  fued.    It  will  be 
felt,  that  the  debtor,  being  once  enlarged,  may 
fecrete  his  new  acquifitions  from  his  creditor,  or 
tliat  he  may  be  diihoneft  in  his  declaration  con- 
cerning his  property  ;  but  it  will  alfo  be  felt,  that 
it  is  Icfs  difficult  to  raife  objections  to  this  mil<l 
provifion  of  the  law,  than  tq  fubftitutc  one  that 
would  proted:  the  honeft  and  unfortunate  debtor, 
while  it  fecured  the  creditor  frgm  frauds.     The 
decay  of  mprals  in  Pennfylvania  renders  a  pro- 
vifion  for  this  laft-mcntioned  objecft  ncceffary; 
and  the  legiflature  is  engaged  in  framing  a  law 
for  that  purpofe. 

It  was  propofed  in  the  laft  feflion  to  aboliftt 
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arrefts  for  debt,  and  to  leave. to  the  money-r. 
lender  and  the  merchant  the  talk  of  cnqiiinng 
inrothc  folidity  of  the  funds  for  their  repayment. 
The  propofitibn  was  fupported  by  a  great  number 
ot  t!ie  members ;  but  was  oppofcd  by  a  majority, 
and  thrown  out. 

Chicane  will  find  means  to  prolong  the  term 
of  nine  months,  which  is  the  term  conflimcd  by 
the  regular  forms  in  the  rcco^^ery  of  a  debt ;  and 
it  IS  not  unufual  to  fee  it  thus  employed  in  Pcflii- 
i}dvania. 

'  By  a  law  of  Pehnfylvania,  cognizance  is  given 
tojuftices  of  the  peace  otall  adlions  for  debt  not 
exceeding  fifty-three  dollars.  The  objc<5l  of  the 
Jegiflature  in  this  law  was,  to  fave  cxpcncc  in 
the  moft  frequent  a<Sions  for  debt,  and  in  which 
the  parties  were  the  leaft  capable  of  defraying  it ; 
but  an  appeal  to  the  fuperior  tribunals  is  given  to 
the  defendant.  This  law  met  with  much  oppo- 
fition  before  it  pafled,  and  chicly  from  lawyers 
who  imagined  it  would SkJEFeft  their  pradice  ;  but 
experience  has  fliewn  the  wifdom  of  the  provi- 
ifion.  There  is  fcarcely  an  inftance  of  an  appeal 
from  the  decifions  of  the  juftjces  of  the  peace ; 
and  the  cxpences  of  recovering  debts  before  them 
arc  twenty  times  lefs  than  before  the  fuperior  tri- 
bunals wnth  the  aid  of  advocates. 

THE 
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THE  CRIMINAL  LAWS— PRISONS. 

It  is  oa  the  fubjcift  of  criminal  laws  that  philo 
ibphy  has  hnd  the  molt  noble  and  nfcful  influx 
cnce  in  Pennfylvania ;  and  in  tliis  mfpetS):  the 
government  may  juflly  {pxvc  for  a  mpdcl  to  thf 
reft  of  tiie  world. 

I  cannot  proceed  with  this  fiibjeft  widxout  tf> 
peating  part  of  what  I  have  faid  in  another  wprk^ 
publifhcd  with  this  titje-r— 0;/  the  Prifom  ofPfii^ 
ladelphla  \  to  which  I  will  refer  fuch  of  my  read- 
ers as  require  a  more  particular-jdctail  on  this  inr 
tcrefting  fubje6L 

Since  the  year  1 79S,  no  crime  but  wilfid  njtirr 
der  is  puniflied  with  death.  Other  crimes  arc 
puniihed  with  imprifonment,  for  more  or  lefs 
time,  and  with  circumftances  of  greater  or  lef§ 
feverity,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence  ^ 
the  Governor  in  all  cafes  having  the  prerp^tiy^ 
to  mitigate  the  punifliment ;  for  aldiough  it  has 
appeared  to  the  wife  iegiflators  of  this  ftate,  th?tt 
the  certainty  with  which  punifhrpcnt  follows 
crimes  will  greatly  diminifh  them,  >thc  hope  of 
obtaining  pardon  by  fubfequcnt  good  conduift  has 
no  Icfs  appeared  to  them  a  motive  of  fubftaiitiaj 
reform  in  criminals.  They  very  properly  thought 
that  all  punifliment  fliould  have  the  amendment 
of  the  offender  fojr  its  objcdl,  an4  ought  even  to 

fumifh 
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fumifh  him  with  the  means  of  reform  ;  and  this 
valuable  maxim  is  the  bafis  of  the  policy  of  the 
prifons  in  Philadelphia. 

The  admimftrators  of  the  prifons  have  added 
this  tnily  wife  principle  ;  that  the  hnprifonmenf 
cf  a  criminal  being  a  reparation  to  fbciety,  it 
ought  as  little  as  poi£ble  to  be  a  burden  on  its 
^nances. 

They  have  propofed^  therefore^  the  following 
objecb  in  their  regulations : 

'  ift.  That  the  economy  of  the  priibns  fhould^. 
as  much  as  pofliblc,  tend  to- detach  the  prifeners- 
/rom  their  former  habits,  and  lead  them  to  re- 
flexions on  their  condition,  and  confequcntly^to 
amendment. 

2d.  That  all  arbitrary  proceeding/,  and  cru-^ 
city,  and  injnftice  in  the  jailors,  Ihould  be  care-' 
fully  excluded,  fmcc  they  difpofc  the  mind  of 
the  prifbncr  to  malice  and  revenge,  inftcad  of    . 
tegetting  lentiments  of  contrition. 

3d.  That  the  prifoner  Ihould  be  conftantly 
employed  in- feme  profitable  labour,  to  wean  him 
firom  habits  of  idlenels,  to  defray  the  expenccs  of 
the  prifon,  and  to  provide  feme  refource  for  thcr 
-time  when  he  returns  again  to  focicty. 

The  convi<5b  in  the  prifons  are  divided  into^ 
•wo  claiTes ;  the  firft  are  liich  as  are  conviftcd  of 
crimes  formerly  puniihed  with  death,  and  their 

fent^nce 
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fcntcnce  always  includes  Jolttary  coyijinemcnt .  for 
pare  of  the  tinic  of  their  impriibnment.  The 
quantity  of  foiitary  confiuemcnt  is  at  the  difcrc* 
tion  of  the  judge,  within  thcfc  bounds — that  it 
Hiall  not  exceed  Half  of  the  tinie  of  the  imprifori* 
ment,  nor  be  Icfs  than  the  twelfth  part.  The 
other  clafs  of  convifts  arc  fuch  as  are  fentenced 
for  inferior  offences;  and  who  are  not  confc- 
quently  condemned  to  foRtdry  confinefnent. 

The  cells  for  foiitary  confinejneht  axe  eighf 
feet  by  fix,  and  liirie  in  height.  They  arfe  always 
on  the  firft  or  fecond  floor  of  the  prifon,  ar6 
vaulted,  and  detached  froiii  the  reft  of  the  build- 
ing. They  are  warmed  by  a  flovc  which  Hands 
in  the  corridor  facing  the  cells.  The  conyift; 
iliut  in  by  two  doors  of  iron  and  grated,  receives 
the  benefit  of  the  fire  without  beiilg  able  to 
convert  it  to  mifphievous  purpofes.  The  cell  is 
lighted  by  the  doors  leading  to  the  corridor,  and 
mone  immediately  by  a  window.  It  has  a  water- 
clofct,  through  which  frefh  water  can  be  always 
turned  at  the  pleafure  of  the  prifoner.  No  pre- 
caution for  eleanlinefs  or  health  is  forgotten.  The 
cells,  as  well  as  every  part  of  the  prifon,  iib  whitc- 
waflicd  twice  a  year.  The  prifoner  flccps  on  a 
mattrafs,  and  is  well  furnifhed  with  covering. 

Thus  delivered  over  to  folitude,  and  the  bit- 
tcrnefs  of  reflexion  and  remorfc,  the  convidl  has 

no' 
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no  communication  with  human  beings ;  except 
that  once  a  day  the  turnkey  brings  him  a  coarfe 
pudding  made  of  Indian  wheat. 

It  is  not  till  after  the  convid:  has  pafled  fomc 
time  in  this  fcclufion  from  Ibcicty  that  he  obtains 
permlffion  to  read,  or  to  be  furniilicd  with  fuch 
employment  as  his  llriv^l  confinement  will  admit 
of. 

The  convift  never  quits  his  cell  during  the 
term  for  which  he  is  condemned  to  folitary  con- 
finement, not  even  to  walk  in  the  corridor,  ex- 
cept in  the  cafe  of  ficknefs. 

It  is  left  to  the  infpecflors  of  the  prifons  to  fay 
in  what  part  of  the  whole  term  of  the  imprilbn- 
ment  the  time  of  the  folitary  confinement  fliail 
take  place  ;  provided  the  prifoncr  actually  fufters 
the  quantity  of  folitary  confinement  named  in 
the  fentence.  It  is  ufually  inflliflcd  when  the 
convift  enters  the  prifon ;  bccaiife  the  fcv^rcfr 
part  of  the  fentence  ought  in  juftice,  as  quickly 
as  poflible,  to  follow  the  crime  ;  bccaufe  the  ri- 
gour of  this  ieclufion  would  be  unjuftly  increafcd 
if  the  prifbner  had  already  enjoyed  the  commote 
liberty,  of  the  prifon  ;  becaufe  the  feclufion  from 
Ibcicty  is  dcfigned  to  lead  the  prifoncr  to  reflec- 
tion on  the  crimes  whofc  punilhment  fails  fo 
heavily  on  him ;  and,  becaufe  the  fuddcn  and 
abfolutc  change  of  food  afFcfts  the  tcmperam^t 

of 
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of  tlie  prifoner  aiid  iiiclihes  him  to  the  diipoiitioxi 
that  precedes  repentance/ 

The  inipcdlors  of  the  priibris  place  grteit  con- 
fidence in  the  abftinence  they  impbfc  on  the 
convid  condemned  to  foUtary  confinement ;  re- 
garding it  as  the  fureft  means  of  his  amcndmcilti 
by  the  change  it  effects  in  his  ideas  and  temper. 
This  liotion  feems  to  have  influenced  the  foun-^ 
ders  of  fucK  religions  as  enjoin  fails  and  abiH- 
ftence ;  and  he  who  refledb  on  the  power  of  ouf 
organs  over  the  qualities  of  our  mind  will  not  fail 
to  applaud  the  infpeftors  of  the  prifons  in  Phi- 
ladelphia for  the  fagacity  of  their  l}^emi^ 

A  convidl  who  is  not  fcntenced  to  Iblitary 
confinement  is,  oh  his  entrance  into  the  prifbn; 
put  into  a  common  room  with  Others;  Hi^ 
clothes  are  taken  off,  and  in  fotne  cafes  burnt ; 
and  a  drefs  common  to  all  the  prifoners  given 
to  him.  He  is  inftrudled  in  the  regulations  of  the 
prifbn,  arid  Examined  refpefting  the  Ipecies  of  la- 
bour he  is  capable  of  purfuing. 

The  civil  officer  who  condufts  the  COnvift  ta 
prifoui  delivers  to  the  infpeftors  a  paper  contain- 
ing an  account  of  his  offence ;  the  circumftahccs 
by  which  it  is  heightened 'or  extenuated;  the 
facfls  that  appeared  on-  his  trial ;  the  crimes  of 
"which  he  has  in  any  former  time  been  accufcd } 
in  a  word,  the  entire  charader  and  hiftory  of  tlie 

man 
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in  as  far  as  it  can  be  gathered.  The  document 
Lranfniitted  by  the  court  that  pronounced  the 
itcncc ;  and  enables  the  infpecftors  to  form 
opinion  of  the  prilbner,  and  to  conduA  thcm- 
vcs  toward  him  as  the  cafe  requires. 
The  labour  allotted  to  prifoners  is  proportioned 
their  ftrength,  and  proficiency  in  the  employ- 
mt.  In  the  priibns  there  are  looms  ;  carpen- 
•s*  benches;  and  ihops  fitted  up  for  flioe- 
ikers  and  taylors.  Convi(9:s  that  cannot  avail 
cmfel ves  of  any  of  thefe,  are  employed  in  faw- 
y,  or  polifhing  marble;  preparing  the  cedar  for 
ncils;  grinding  plaifter  of  Paris ;  Combing  wool ; 
beating  hemp.  The  infpeftors  ha^^  lately 
dcd  a  manufafture  of  nails,  which  employs  a 
sat  many  hands,  and  produces  a  large  profit 
the  prifon.  Convi  As  that  are  unable  to  endure 
rd  labour,  and  are  little  expert  at  any  thing,  are 
iployed  in  Ibrting  wool,  horfe-hair,  and  flax. 
The  bargain  for  the  labour  of  the  prifoners  is 
ide  between  the  jailor  and  the  tradcfmen*of 
z  city,  in  the  prcfcnce  of  the  conviA.  Out  of 
\  earnings,  the  conviA  pays  for  his  board,  his 
rtion  of  the  common  expences  of  the  houfe, 
d  the  ufe  and  wear  of  his  tools  ;  the  rate  of 
ymetit  for  thefe  things,  being  ncceflarily  go- 
cncd  by  circumflances,  is  fixed  by  the  infpcc- 
m  four  times  in  every  year;  it  is  at  prcfent 
Vol.  IV.  D  fifteen 
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fittecn  pence  per  clay,  and  an  old  man,  who  cafl 
do  nothing  but  pick  hemp,  is  able  to  gain  one 
and  twenty  or  two  and  twent}'  pence  per  day. 
There  arc  convids  who  earn  more  than  a  dollar 
per  day. 

Beiidcs  the  money  which  the  convift  pays  to 
the  prifon  from  his  eamings,  the  law  compelU 
him  to  rcimburfe  the  ftate  the  expenccs  of  his 
trial,  and  to  pay  a  fine  which  is  always  part  of 
the  fcntcnce.  The  fine  includes  a  fiim  to  be 
paid  into  the  trcafury  of  the  ftate  ;  and  in  cafe  of 
theft,  a  fum  fufficicnt  to  pay  for  the  ftolen  pro- 
perty. The  money  to  be  paid  into  the  trcaiiuj 
is  frcqucnly  remitted,  but  never  the  expcnces  of. 
the  trial,  nor  the  reftitution  of  the  ftolen  pro* 
perty.  The  county  advances  the  money  for  the 
expenccs  of  the  trial;  and  is  repaid  from  the 
labour  of  the  convicft,  if  his  family  or  friends  do 
not  pay  it  for  him. 

The  women  are  employed  in  fpinning,  few- 
ing,  combing  wool,  and  wafhing  for  the  prifon* 
They  pay  feven-pencc  per  day  for  their  board ; 
and  they  can  earn  more  than  that  if  they  are 
induftrious.  As  their  labour  is  not  fo  hard  as 
that  of  the  men  their  food  is  Icfs  expenfive. 

The  jailor  docs  not  here,  as  is  too  frequently 
the  pra<Sice  in  other  places,  levy  contributions 
on   misfortune  and   mifcr}\      Nothing   is    de- 
manded 
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tnanded  on  the  prifoner's  entrance  into  prifon, 
or  on  his  quitting  it ;  nothing  for  particular  in- 
dulgences to  the  individual. 

The  fmallnefs  of  the  falaiy  of  certain  Situa- 
tions in  Europe  fcems  to  authorifc  thofe  who 
fill  them  in  the  cxadlions  by  which  they  incrcafe 
their  revenue ;  and  it  is  difficult  for  pcrfons  of 
higher  rank,  vrhpfe  office  it  is  to  fupcrintcnd 
their  conduft,  to  piakc  rigid  enquiries  where 
they  know  the  fubaltern  has  not  thfe  falary  to 
provide  the  neceflarics  of  life. 

The  rapacious  exaAions  to  which  I  allude,  arc 
czerciied  by  perfons  of  the  viicft  condition  in  fo* 
cicty;  and  they  are  often  levied  as  an  indemnity 
for  the  contempt  and  hatred  which  thofe  pcrfons 
encounter. 

But  here,  where  no  prifoner  is  ever  put 
in  irons;  where  blows  and  even  ill  language \ 
is  ftridly  forbidden  to  all  perlbns  who  approach 
them  ;  where  the  .whole  economy  of  the  prifon 
tends  to  make  it  a  fcene  of  reform ;  the  office  of 
jailor  never  wounds  the  dclicay  of  the  moft  ho- 
nourable chataders;  The  falarics  are  very  fuffi- 
cientj  even  of  the  under  jailors ;  the  daily  vifits 
of  the  infpe(%ors  are  a  complete  check  upon  the 
j^lors,  and  not  only  excludes  all  exacftlon,  but 
produces  conilant  evidence  that  none  can  cxifl 
in  the  prifons« 

D  2  Every 
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Every  priibner  has  a  fmall  book  in  which  ai 
entered  the  bargains  made  in  his  preience  for  h 
labour,  and  the  amount  of  the  produce;  an 
againft  this,  his  debts  for  the  expences  of  h 
trial,  the  fine  to  which  he  is  condemned,  tt 
fum  to  be  paid  for  the  uie  and  de(lru6lion  of  b 
toob,  his  clothes,  and  his  board ;  and  the  ac 
count  is  audited  and  pafied  every  three  montl 
in  the  prefencc  of  the  infpe^rs.  A  copy  of  tfc 
Account  is  entered  in  a  general  regifter;  and 
alfo  paffed  every  three  months. 

The  produce  of  the  labour  is  paid  into  tfc 
treafiiry  of  the  county,  which  thus  becomes  th 
banker  of  the  prifoner,  to  prevent  the  fuipicioi 
that  would  arife  if  the  jailor  held  the  money  i 
his  hands.  The  jailor,  m  fad^  is  no  -more  tha 
the  agent  between  the  convid  and  his  employer 
iand  the  price  of  labour  in  the  ptiibn  is  the  &m 
as  out  of  doors ;  and  the  infpe6tors  take  care  tha 
no  fraud  is  praAifcd  upon  the  conviAs. 

The  jailof  purchafes  the  proviiions  in  the  pre 
fence  of  the  infpecftors.  A  certain  quantity  i 
allowed  to  each  prifoner,  and  is  weighed  out  be 
fore  the  cook,  who  is  himfclf  a  convift,  and: 
paid  by  his  fellow  prifoners  for  his  labour. 

Tp  thele  precautions  of  inccffant  infpedioi 
and  of  the  ample  falary  of  the  jailors,  whic 
removes  the  temptation  to  fraud  on  their  part/ 

joine 


« . . 


THB  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  37 

joined  the  powerful  controul  of  public  opinion. 
The  humanity  and  inflexible  probity  of  the  ift- 
fpcdors  is  fo  manifcft,  their  defire  of  the  wel- 
fare of  the  convifts  is  fo  unequivocal,  and  their 
care  that  no  injuftice  be  done  them  fo  conftant, 
that  to  rob  them  would  appear  in  the  public  eycf 
a  more  deteilable  crime  than  any  other  fpecies  of 
Jobbery. 

The  rooms  in  which  the  prifbners  fleep  are  on^ 
the  firft  floor ;  each  room  contains  ten  or  twelve 
hcdfteads,  furniflied  with  mattraflTes,  fhcets,  and 

*  fufficiency  of  covering  ;  and  every  prilbner  has 

*  bed  to  himfelf.     E^ch  room  is  well  aired  and 

^  lighted.    The.  prifoners  quit  their  chambers 

at  day-break,  and  do  not  return  till  the  hour  of 

^oiagtoted.    They  arc  then  Ihut  up  without 

^ght    When  the  weather  is  fevere,  a  little  fire  is 

^'iowcd  them ;  the  whole  of  the  bmlding  being 

^^^ted,  there  is  no  danger  of  their  burning  it 

^^ym  ;  and  if  they  fhould  be  tempted  to  fet  fire 

^    their  beds,  they  would  do  no  more  than  fub- 

^^  themfclves   to  perilh,  and  if  they   cfcaped 

^ould  be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  mifchief  done. 

Every   morning,   before   the   convids   go  to 

"^ork,  they  are  obliged  to  wafli  their  hands  and 

^^.     In  iummer  they  bathe  twice  a  month,  in 

^  bath  made  for  that  ufe  in  the  middle  of  the 

court.     They  are  regularly  Ihavcd  twice  a  week  ; 

D  3  and 
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and  the  barber,  who  is  alfb  a  convift,  is  paid  c 
oi  tl.c  fifteen  pence  per  day  dedu<5led  out  of  ea 
prifoncr's  labour.  Their  linen  is  changed  tw 
a  week. 

All  heavy  work  is  done  in  the  coxuts ;  a 
light  trades  are  followed  in  rooms  on  the  fa: 
floor  with  their  chambers,  but  in  a  feparate  p 
of  the  building.  They  are  not  Ihut  in  while  tl 
work ;  but  each  is  under  the  fuperintendancc 
the  reft.  There  are  feldom  more  than  five 
fix  in  one  of  thefe  ftiops. 

The  under  jailors,  of  whom  there  arc  four 
each  priibn,  arc  obliged  to  be  continually  in  i 
courts,  chambers,  or  corridors ;  in  fine,  amc 
the  prifoners. 

All  converfation  is  prohitcd  the  prifoners,  1 
yond  what  necefTarily   arifes  in  the  purfuit 
their  occupations..    They  are  forbidden  to 
proach  each  other  with  their  crimes,  or  even 
fpeak  of  the  caufc  of  their  imprifbhment.     1 
fame   filence  is  impofed  upon  them   at   tal 
Their  breakfafl  and  fupper  is  a  pudding  of  fl< 
made  from  Indian   corn,  with    which  they 
treacle.     At  dinner,  each  is  fer\'ed  w  ith  ha] 
pound  of  meat,  half  a  pound  of  bread,  and 
getables.     Their  dritik^is  always  water.     Ne> 
on  any  pretence,  are  they  permitted  to  tafle  i 
mcnted  liquors,  not  even  fmall  beer.     All  fi 

Uqu 
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liquors  are  prohibited;  and  the  prohibition  is  rc- 
ligioufly  obfen^ed.     The  excitement  produced  by 
fermented  liquors  is  momentary,   and  deceitful ; 
and  as  it  would  heat  the  juices  of  the  convict, 
would  confequently  interfere  with  the  fyllcm  of 
temperance  through  which  it  is  intended  to  ef- 
fcda  change  in  his  difpofition.     The  healthy 
vigour  which  is  neceflary  for  him,  will  be  de- 
rived from  the  fubftantial  but  moderate  food  that 
is  given   him.     Peals   of  laughter,  fongs,   and 
fliouts,  are  prohibited ;  not  only  as  they  would 
be  inconvenient  and  difagrceable  in  the  prlfbn, 
but  becaufe  tlicy  dillurb  the  tranquillity  which 
15  to  be  cultivated  and  encrcafed  in  the  priloner's 
temper. 

When  a  convi6l  -xiolatcs  a  regulation  of  the 
prifon,  he  is  admonilhed  for  the  firft  offence  by 
the  infpe<Sor,  the  jailor,  or  the  under  jailor.  If 
he  repeats  his  offence,  he  is  fent  into  folitary 
confinement.  This  is  a  puniflament  which  the 
jailor  may  himfelf  inflldl ;  but  in  every  fuch  cafe 
he  is  obliged  inftantly  to  fend  an  account  of  it  to 
the  infpedlor. 

When  a  convict  is  idle,  and  will  not  work,  he 
15  icnt  into  folitary  confinement ;  and  this  pu- 
nilhment  is  the  greater,  becaufe  he  muff  redeem 
the  time  he  has  loft  when  he.  returns  to  labour, 
as  the  expenccs  of  the  houfc  arc  charged  againft 

D  4  him 


40  TRAVELS  THROVCH 

him  e^.xn  for  the  time  of  his  folitary  canfin 
mcnt. 

The  four  under  jailors  arc  all  the  night  on  di 
ty ;  two  of  whom  are  in  the  room  fet  apart  f 
the  infpedlors,  and  the  other  two  walk  cont 
nually  in  the  corridors.  When  there  is  any  c: 
traordinary  noife,  they  waken  the  jailor,  wi 
whom  they  proceed  to  the  chamber  whence  tl 
noifc  comes,  and  condud:  the  offenders  to  the  f 
litary  cells.  Such  cafes  are  very  rare.  It  pe 
haps  does  not  happen  four  times  a  year  that  a  pi 
ibner  is  punilhed ;  and  no  other  punifhmcnt 
inflided  in  the  prifon  but  folitary  confinemer 

The  jailors  and  under-jailors  are  not  pcrmi 
ted  to  have  either  arms  or  dogs,     They  are  cv< 

forbidden  to  c^rry  a  fmall  flick,  leafc  in  a  m< 

« 

nient  of  anger  they  fliould  ftrike  a  prifoner,  ai 
the  tranquillity  fo  much  cultivated,  and  fro 
which  fo  much  is  expcAcd,  be  difturbed,  A 
under  jailor  who  is  found  drunk,  or  who  treats 
prifoner  a  fccond  time  with  unprovoked  rigov 
is  immediately  difcharged. 

Tlic  infpcilors  take  occafion  to  converfe  wil 
the  prifoncrs ;  they  endeavour  to  become  w 
quainted  with  them  ;  they  give  them  advice  ar 
confojation,  and  labour  to  reconcile  them  to  the 
own  confcie'nces.  Thefe  converfations  are  n 
too  frequent,  Igft  thev  iliouid  produce  the  Ic 

cffe< 
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efFcA.  The  appearance  of  the  prifbners  is  gene- 
ral ly  calm  and  ferious;  it  has  nothing  of  that 
haircl  infolence^  or  the  malignant  fcowl,  or  the 
mean  iervility,  that  we  find  in  the  prifbners  o(^ 
Eairope.  A  prifoner  here  is  at  once  refer ved  and 
tc{pcAfuL 

The  female  convifts  are  in  a  wing  feparated 
(torn  the  dwelling  of  the  men*  They  arc  fnf- 
feed  to  mingle  with  women  that  are  prifbneis 
for  debt-— an  indulgence  that  is  never  granted  the 
men.  It  isflippofed  that  the  example  of  women 
of  a  better  order  will  tend  to  correft  the  manners 
of  the  depraved ;  and  this  is  true ;  for  in  that  fcx 
modcfly  and  an  honcfl  fhame  have  always  an  in- 
fluence which  men,  when  tbey  are  once  per- 
verted, do  not  feel. 

Wafhing  is  the  only  labour  carried  on  in  the 
court  belonging  to  the  women,  of  which  they 
otherwifc  make  ufe  at  their  pleafure.  The  num- 
ber of  female  convifts  feldom  exceeds  five  or  fix. 
Silence  is  lefs  rigidly  exa^ed  from  them ;  and 
they  are  not  fb  flriAly  guarded  as  the  men.  One 
of  thcra  cooks  for  the  reft ;  and  they  wait  on  each 
other  in  ficknefs;  but  ficknefs  is  rare  among 
them. 

The  new  economy  introduced  into  the  prifbns 
has  made  a  material  change  relative  to  difeafes. 
Formerly  there  were  from  two  hundred  and  fixty 

to 
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to  three  hundred  and  twenty  patients,  afflidlei! 
with  tlie  itch,  in  one  quarter ;  and  in  the  fame 
interval  under  the  new  fyHcm,  they  do  not 
^•mount  to  fort^\  This  aftonilhing  difference  is 
folely  to  be  attribute4.  to  the  change  of  economy, 
Formerl)  tlie  licence  that  reigned  in  the  prifbns 
was  the  conftant  occafion  of  filthincfe,  drunken  • 
ncft,  quarrels,  and  cjifg^ing  difeafes.  At  pre  • 
fent  there  are  no  patients  in  the  prifons,  but 
fbme  affli(5led  with  the  rhcumatifm,  or  the  cfic6l 
of  accidents.  In  the  four  lafl  years,  only  two 
pvifoners  have  died,  and  tjicy  died  of  the  fmall* 
pox. 

If  the  diforder  is  not  contagious,  the  patient  i:> 
attended  in  his  chamber ;  but  if  contagiou  is  ap-»  . 
prchended,  he  is  put  in  a  room  by  himfelf. 

Every  Sunday  morning  the  prifoncrs  attend  a 
fermon,  preached  by  a  minifter,  whofe  zeal  lead$ 
him  to  the  prilbn ;  nor  is  it  inquired  to  what 
fc6i  he  belongs.  Liberty  of  Confcicnce  is  as  un  • 
rcftricled  in  the  prifons  as  it  is  throughput  Penn- 
fyivania.  Yet  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  ftate  are 
almoft  all  of  them  Chrillians,  a  chapter  is  read 
to  the  prifoncrs  from  the  Bible.  The  fermons 
in  general  turn  more  on  morality  than  doctrinal 
points,  and  are  applicable  to  the  fituationof  the 
convids.  All  the  prifoncrs,  of  every  kind  and 
both  fcxcs,  attend  tlie  fcrvice,  excepting  thofc 

who 
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^vlio  arc  condemned  to  folitary  confinement.  In 
^he  evening  there  is  another  I'eimon ;  and  pious 
Ikx>Ics  are  given  to  thofe  who  rcqucft  it. 

The   iliperintendance  of  the  adminiftration  of, 
the     prilon  is  committed  to  twelve   inlpe<ftors. 
Six  o£  thefc  arc  replaced  by  a  new  clcftion  every 
fix  months,  and  the  eledion  Is  made  by  the  in- 
fpc<5tors  themfclvcs.     The  elcdions  are  thus  fre- 
quent,   that  the  duty,  which  ip  very  painful  in 
its    nature,   may  not  fall  too  heavily  on  indivi- 
duals.       But  an  infpeftor  may  be  continued  in 
office  beyond  his  term,  with  his  own  confent. 

THe    infpcftors  meet  every  week  ;  and  two  of 
them,  ^w^ho  have  the  additional  title  of  victors,  arc 
obliged    at  leaft  to  make  two  vifits  in  eight  days 
to  the  prifons.     There  is  fcarcely  a  day  palfcs  in 
'which  they   do   not  make   their  vilit;  and  fre- 
quently fome  who  are  not  on  that  duty  do  the 
fame.    The  infpeftors  are  for  the  moft  part  Qua- 
kers ;   and  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  it  is  to 
the  Ibciety  of  Quakers  that  the  public  is  indebted 
for  the  cftablilhment,  protedion,  and  fuccefs  of 
the  new  iyftem. 

To  onc'of  thefe  people,  whofr  r-^m*"  isCaleb 
LowNES,  is  to  be  given  the  largcit  ihare  of  the 
honour  of  this  great  relorm.  Thv,*  opinions  of 
Bcccaria  and  Howard  eafily  took  rout  in  his 
humane  heart*     It  was  he  who  animated  his  bic- 

'  thren 
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thrcn  with  zeal  for  the  enlightened  lyftcm  of 
thcie  great  men;  it  was  he  who  exhorted  a 
change  in  the  prifon^-^who  propofed  to  iubfti-i 
lute  humanity,  joined  to  firmnefs,  for  fetters  and 
ibipes — who  fuffcred  himfelf  to  be  treated  as  a 
wild  vifionary,  without  being  turned  aiide.  from 
his  purfuit,  pcrfeftly  confiding  in  the  foccefs  of 
his  laboiir.  It  was  he  whofe  unwearied  zeal 
jgained  over  to  his  caufe  whoever  was  neceflary 
to  its  protection ;  who  obtained  from  the  legifla- 
tore  thofc  la^^^,  I  will  not  only  fay  that  huma-^ 
nity  clamed,  but  that  juilice  and  an  enlarged  po-; 
Hey  demanded.  In  a  word,  it  is  he  who  confents 
at  every  eleftion  to  be  an  infpcftor,  and  is  indeed 
the  principal  agent  o#  that  great  work  of  reafba 
and  humanity.  May  God  fhower  his  bleffings 
on  the  head  of  this  benefaftor  of  the  human 
race ! 

The  judges  at  firft  oppofed  this  reform ;  except 
one  among  them,  who,  younger  than  the  reft^ 
and  dcfpairing  lefs  of  the  human  chara<fler,  emr 
hraccd  the  reform  with  ardour.  He  aflbciatcd 
himfelf  to  the  labours  of  Caleb  Lowncs,  aiding 
him  with  the  advice  of  a  man  verfed  in  jurif- 
prudcnce ;  and,  having  fhared  the  difficulties,  he 
dcferved  to  fliare  in  the  glories  of  the  under- 
taking. The  name  of  this  judge  was  Wil- 
liam Bbadford*     He  was  at  that  time  the 

•  attorney- 
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«ttomcy-gcncral  of  Pcnnfylvania,  and  was  aftcr^ 
wards  the  attorney-general  of  the  United  States, 
.  He  died  lately,  honoured  with  the  univcrlal  es- 
teem and  love  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

This  is  an  homage  w  hich  I  render  the  mote 
readily  to  his  memory,  as  it  includes  no  ccnfurc 
on  the  other  judges.     While  they  withheld  their 
ianftion  from  the  reform,  they  were  influenced 
hy  doubts  of  its  efficacy ;  and  they  were  prompt 
m  aiding  the  plan  when  they  were  convinced  o£ 
their  miftake ;  nor  were  they  to  be  deterred  by 
the  opinion  they  had  prerioufly  given ; — a  con* 
dud  that  wilt  not  be  thought  little  of,  by  thole 
who  have  had  occafion  to  contemplate  the  ope- 
rations of  ielf-love- 

The  prilbns,  under  the  new  regulations,  are 
liibjeiS  to  the  fuperintendance  of  the  mayor  of 
Philadelphia,  and  judges  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  They  form  a  committee,  whofc  duty  it  is 
to  vifit  the  prilbns  once  in  every  quarter.  The 
iame  duty  is  impolcd  upon  the  govcruor  of  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  the  judges  of  the  fcverai 
iupcrior  courts,  and  the  grand  juries. 

Thelc  numerous  vilits  are  ordained  by  the  le- 
giflature,  to  cnlure  the  fuccefs  of  this  humane 
plan,  by  watching  over  the  interior  economy  of 
the  prilbns,  if  it  were  even  poQible  for  the  ze^l  of 

the 
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the  infpeAors  to  relax.  They  have  proved,  hoW<^ 
ever,  a  recx^mpencc  for  the  trouble  they  have  oc^ 
cafioned ;  they  demonftrated ,  the  value  of  the . 
new  fyftcm ;  and  induced  tlie  friends  of  huma^ 
nity  to  overcome  the  obftaclcs,  that  in  every 
country  arc  thrown  in  the  way  of  men.  who  de- 
vote themfclves  to  the  overthrowing  of  abufes. 

The  infpecftors  have  the  right  to  prefent  peti- 
tions to  the  governor,  for  the  pardon  of  crimi- 
nals; which  they  never  fail  to  ufc,  when  they 
are  convinced  of  the  amendment  of  the  convicft, 
and  of  his  having  acquired  a  capital  by  his  la->- 
bour,  or  of  having  means  of  fubfiilence  among 
his  friends. 

The  governor  of  Pennfylvania  never  refufes  a 
pardon,  on  the  petition  of  the  infpeftors ;  even 
a  murderer  may  hope  to  obtain  it,  although,  iti 
that  cafe,  it  is  never  granted,  unlefs  the  petition 
is  figncd  by  the  relations  and  friends  of  the  pcrfon 
murdered.  The  infpeAors  feldom  prefent  pcti-«- 
lions  in  .behalf  of  convi6b  of  that  dais ;  they 
even  ufe  their  prerogative  with  nioderation  for 
all  others ;  but  every  prifoncr  knows  that  it  may 
be  employed  for  him,  and  hia  heart,  warmed  by 
hope,  feels  an  intereft  in  his  becoming  a  better 
man.  Who  that  is  without  hope,  and  without 
fear,  was  ever  happily  influenced  in  his  conduA  i 

When 
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When  prifbners  are  difcharged^  they  receive 
the  amount  of  the  favings  of  their  labour  in 
money,  if  the  in/pcftors  are  perfuaded  th^t  they 
will  make  a  good  ule  of  it,  or  in  clothes,  when 
the  infpeftors  have  not  that  confidence.  Some- 
times convicts  difpofe  of  the  favings  of  their  la- 
bour, while  they  are  ftill  in  prifon,  in  the  main- 
taining their  families.  Such  is  the  admirable  ef- 
fects of  the  new  iyftcm,  that  of  a  hundred  con- 
viifls  difcharged,  cither  in  confequence  of  par- 
dons, or  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  their 
fentence,  there  are  not  two  comniitted  for  new 
crimes ;  under  the  ancient  Ijftcm,  the  prlfons 
were  filled  with  old  and  known  offenders,  who, 
like  the.  criminals  in  Europe,  left  their  prifons 
every  time  with  newly  acquired  vices,  and  availed 
tiiemfelves  of  their  liberty  only  to  commit  new 
depredations,  and  were  again  led  back  to  prifon, 
till  they  terminated  their  wretched  lives  on  the 
fcafl?bld. 

I  will  here  give  a  table  of  the  number  and 
claflcs  of  convifts  for  the  four  laft  vcars  of  the 
ancient  fyftem,  and  the  four  firft  of  the  new. 

It  would  be  a  very  dcfucable  thing  to  add  a 
table  of  the  crimes  committed,  and  the  fcntcnces 
pafled,  in  the  four  years  immediately  {)rcceding 
the  amelioration  of  the  penal  code ;  but  the  re- 


4S  TKATIU  TiOLOUeV 

p&at  of  the  pri&ns  were  ctrried  off  by  the  per* 
Cm  who  at  that  time  had  die  cuftody  of  them. 

It  was  not  till  the  year  1 700,  that  the  law  was 
palled  that  gave  the  new  fyftem  to  the  piifons ; 
and  it  was  not  till  1701*  that  it  was  put  in  exe- 
cution. 
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ERVATIONS  ON  THE  FOREGOING  t ABLE. 

In  the  four  firft  of  the  eight  years  named  in 
ibic,  criminals  were  committed  to  the  pri- 
}f  Philadelphia,  only  from  the  county  and 
)f  Philadelphia;  in  the  four  lafl:  years,  cri- 
s  were  fcnt  from  every  part  of  Pennfylvania 
i  prifons  of  Philadelphia. 
Of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  con- 
:hat  were  foreigners  and  white  'men  in  the 
sriod  of  four  years,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
crc  Irifli,  and  eighty-four  Englifli  or  Scotch. 
'  laft  period  of 'four  years,  of  one  hundred 
birty-five  convidls  that  were  white  men, 
''-two  were  Irilh,  and  nineteen  Englifli  or 
bi.  The  Irifli,  therefore,  in  both  periods, 
ttiore  than  tw^o-thirds  of  the  foreigners,  and 
the  half  of  the  whole  number  of  prifbners ; 
^art  of  the  prifoners  concealing  the  name  of 
Country,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  there 
ftK)re  Irifli  than  were  entered  as  flich  ill  the 

in  the  firfl:  period  of  four  years,  Icventy- 
criminals  wxre  convifted  of  new  crimes, 
laving  been  difchargcd,  and  fome  of  thefe 
Or  the  fifth  and  fixth  time ;  while  five  only, 
^ng  to  the  lafl:  period  of  four  )'ears,  were 
^cd  of  new  crimes  after  being  difcharged 
L.  IV.  E  4.  Under 
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4.  Under  both  the  old  and  the  new  iyftcr^^ 
crimes  have  been  multiplied  in  Philadelphia  ar^^ 
its  environs,  in  a  proportion  greatly  exceedir^^ 
that  of  all  the  reft  of  the  ftatc  of  Pennfylvania. 

In  the  four  years,  therefore,  of  the  new  fy-^ 
tern,  more  than  two  hundred  have  been  reflort^ 
as  ufeful  perfons  to  fociety,  who,  under  the  ol 
fyftem,  and  under  a  penal  code  of  laws  refem 
bling  that  of  almoft  every  ftate  of  Europe,  wer 
deftincd  either  to  be  the  fcourge  of  their  fcUoi;^** 
creatures,  or  to  be  kept  fecluded  from  them,  oi^ 
to  be  delivered  over  to  violent  deaths. 

Criminals  were  not  only  rendered  more  uieful, 
but  were  in  reality  more  feverely  punilhed.  The 
greater  part  of  them  would  have  readily,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  preferred  death  to  folitary  confine- 
ment ;  and  all  were  infinitely  more  fatisfied  with 
the  diibrder  and  vice  of  the  old  prifons,  than  with 
the  humane  and  juft,  but  uniform  and  fteady  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  new.  It  is  in  defpite  of  them* 
felves  that  they  arc  reftored  to  fociety ;  but  how 
much  reafon  have  they  and  their  families  to  be 
grateful  to  tlie  Icgiflature  that  has  fnatchcd  them 
from  their  miferies  ?  I  refer  fuch  of  my  readers  as 
would  know  more  of  this  interefting  fiilged;  to 
my  former  work,  from  which  I  have  been  able  at  ' 
prefent  to  give  a  very  incompetent  extraA. 

LAWS 
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LAWS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  POLICE. 

The  laft  law  relative  to  the  regulation  of  the 
poor  was  paiTed  in  the  year  1771.  It  appoints 
overfeers  of  the  poor^  both  in  Philadelphia  and 
other  cities  of  the  ftate.  It  ordains  the  levying  of 
taxes  for  their  provifion ;  recx)nimends  the  eftab« 
lifliincnt  of  houfes  of  induftry ;  and  regulates  the 
ttwiiiner  of  removing  poor  families  who  become 
burthenibme,  and  have  not  acquired  the  right 
ot  being  relieved  in  the  city  where  they  refidc. 

The  right  of  being  relieved  is  acquired  by  a 
year's  refidcnce ;  and  payment,  during  that  time, 
of  the  poor  rates.     Domeftics  and  apprentices  ftc^^ 
quire  the  right  flmply  by  a  year's  refidence.     All 
pcrfons  who  have  not  acquired  the  right,  and  arc 
declared  by  the  bverfecrs  of  the  poor  to  be  In 
danger  of  becoming  chargeable  to  the  city,  are 
conveyed  to  the  place  of  their  birth  ;  the  ovcr- 
iecrs  of  the  poor  of  which  place  are  to  reimburfe 
the  city  that  has  thus  conveyed  them  the  ex- 
penccs  of  the  journey.     Every  father  or  mother, 
grandfather  or  grandmother,  or  child,  of  poor 
prions  not  able  to  gain  theirjivelihood,  is  oblig- 
ed to  provide  for  them,'  if  they  have  the  means^ 
on  the  penalty  of  five  dollars  and  a  half  for  every 
month  that  they  negled  this  facred  duty.     An 
appeal  is  allowed  to  the  court  of  juflices  of  the 

E  2  peace. 
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peace,  from  the  fentence  of  the  overfcer  of  tl 
poor,  who,  m  the  firft  inftance,  decides  in  fu( 

•  A  law /of  Pennfylvania,  puffed  in  1780,  ga^ 
every  foreigner,  although  nQt  a  refident  in  Am 
rica,  the  right  of  acquiring  and  pofleiling  eve 
fpecics  of  property y  as  if  he -were  a  member 
the  iiate.  This  law,  which  was  to  be  in  for 
pBJiy  for  two  years,  was  renewed  at  the  end  of  th 
period,  and  n6  doubt  will  continue  to  be  renews 
till  it  is  declared  permanent.  This  law  deierv 
to  be  placed  among  the  moll  enlightened  ai 
politic  of  the  ilate  of  Penniylvania,  and  will,  i 
doubt,  induce  foreigners  to  fettle  in  that  fii 
country,  in  preference  to  every  other. 

The  la\ys  relative  to  the  Indian  natives,  th 
vs^cre  pafTed  by  the  affemblies  of  Penniylvani 
were  chara^erifed  by  the  forefight  and  equi 
which  governed  William  Penn  in  all  his  tranfa 
tions  with  thofe  people ;  but  by  the  federal  co] 
ftitution,  the  congrefs  only  can  pafs  laws  rclati 
to  the  commerce  of  the  fevcri^l  ftates  witli  forei| 

s 

natiohs,  in  which,  defcripticm  the  Indians  a 
comlprifcd.  Pqxnlylvania,  therefore,  fincc  it  w 
.independe.nt,  has  no  particular  law  on  that  ful 
jcdl. 

Liberty  of  confcicncc  is  more  compleat 
Pennfylvania  than  in  any  of  the  otlier  ilates. 

w 
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was  fo  in  the  birth  of  the  colony  ;  yet,  by  a  law 
of  1705,  the  inhabitants  were  compelled  to  pro- 
fefs  a  belief  in  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  the  Scriptures.  This  profeffion  was  neCei^ 
faiyto  place  an  inhabitant  of  theftate  out  of  the 
xtach  of  pcrfecution.  The  conftitution  adopted 
at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  gave  wider 
limits  to  liberty  of  confbience ;  and  finally,  the 
conftitution  made  in  1 790  declares,  ^'  that  every 
nian  has  a  natural  right,  of  which  he  cumot  be 
j^%  deprived,  to  worfliip  God  according  to  the 
^ftates  of  his  own  confcience ;  that  no  man  can 
juftly  be  compelled  to  obfcrvx  any  form  of  wor- 
ftip,  or  to  incur  any  cxpence  for  public  worfhip ; 
that  no  human  authority  can,  on  any  pretence, 
force  the  confciences  of  men;  and  that  no  pre- 
fcrencc  can  be  given  by  law  to  any  particular 
fcrrnof  vrorfhip/*  It  adds,  "that  every  man, 
acknowledging  the  cxiftence  of  Grod,  and  a  future 
ftatc  of  rewards  and  punifliments,  may  hold  any 
^cc  in  the  republic  of  Pcnnfylvania." 

h  faft,  there  is  no  flatc  in  the  Union  in  which 
'^'igion  and  its  miniftcrs  have  lefs  influence  than 
^^  this  ftate ;  its  minifters  here,  as  every  where 
^'fe,  are  willing  enough  to  ercft  themfclves  into 
.  *  tody^  and  to  influence  the  public  opinion,  but 
^^  number  that  favour  their  pretenfions  is  fo 
fcall,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be  faid  to  exift. 

E3  The 
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TJic  hvfs  that  enjoin  the  obfervation  i 
day,  arc  more  regarded  in  Pennfylvania 
any  of  the  northern  ftates,  becaufe  they  ai 
reaibnable  and  moderate.  .  They  prohibit 
the  felling  of  goods  in  an  open  ihop,  oi 
markets ;  following  the  chace  ;  or  attend 
public  diverfion.  The  law  which  prohibit 
of  hazard,  and  the  fighting  of  game-coc 
pun<5hiaUy  obeyed,  becauie  it  is  agreeabh 
manners  and  taile  of  the  people ;  but  tha 
impofes  a  penalty  of  three  quarters  of  a  d< 
drunkcnnefs  is  far  from  being  fo  ftridly  ol 

LAWS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  MILITAR-^ 

The  law  regulating  the  militia  was  p 
1703-  Every  male,  from  the  age  of  cigh 
that  of  forty-five,  is  in  faft  a  foldier  of  th 
The  captain  of  the  company  in  the  difbid 
every  young  man  who  attains  the  age  o; 
teen  :  a  notice,  which  is  fcrved  upon  hi 
fubaltem  of  the  company,  is  the  only  f( 
quired  to  enter  him  in  the  militia,  in  wl 
remains  till  he  is  five  and  forty.  The  pro 
which  exempt  males  from  this  fervice  arc 
the  fame  as  thofe  that  give  the  fame  cxe 

• 

in  the  other  flates.  Wh.ite  men  who  ; 
meflici  hired  for  a  term,  and  apprentic 
exempt  during  the  term  of  their  engag 
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acept  in  the  cafe  of  an  a6hial  invafion.     The 
militia  is  compofed  of  divifions,  brigades,  regi- 
ments, battalions,   and   companies.      The  bri- 
gades are  formed  of  regiments,  and  never  exceed 
right,  nor  arc  left  than  two ;  regiments  are  com- 
pofed of  two  battalions ;    and  each  battalion  of 
four  companies,  which,  according  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  canton,  may  be  compofed  of  any 
number,  from  forty  to  eighty  men.     Every  bat- 
talion has  a  company  of  grenadiers,  and  another 
of  rifle-men.     A  company  of  artillery,  and  a  body 
of  cavalry  are  attached  to  every  division •     A  di- 

vifion  comprifes  the  militia  of  two  or  three  coun- 

• 

tics,  according  to  their  population ;  and  each 
county  forms  one  brigade  or  more,  as  it  is  more 
or  Icfs  populous.  A  divifion  is  commanded  by  a 
majcMr-general ;  a  brigade,  by  a  brigadier-general ; 
*  J'cgiment,  by  a  lieutenant-colonel ;  a  battalion, 
^ a  major ;  and  a  company,  by  a  captain,  lieute- 
^t,  and  enfign.  Bcfide  the  ftafF-officers  of  the 
^ginients,  a  brigadier-general  infpcds  the  divi- 
"^os.  The  general  officers  are  appointed  by  the 
8^'cmor ;  the  lieutenant-colonels  appoint  their 
^"^^  majors ;  they  are  themfclves,  as  well  as  the 
®ptains,  lieutenants,  and  cnligns,  chofen  by  the 

toldiers,  and  non-commiffioned  officers  of  the  re- 

• 

guncnt,  battalion,  or  company,  in  which  the  va- 
cancy happens.    The  commiffion  of  the  officers 

E4  .  is 
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is  only  for  fcven  years.  Every  man  enrolled 
the  militia,  officer  or  private,  trooper  or  foe 
foldier,  muft  provide  himfelf  with  arms  and  eqt 
page,  under  the  penalty  of  a  fine.  When  t 
commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  declares  a  mi 
not  to  be  in  a  condition  to  comply  with  tl 
requifition,  he  is  fupplied  with  arms  by  the  ftal 
The  mijitia  aflembles  tw^ice  in  the  year,  either  1 
companies  or  regiments. 

The  other  articles  of  this  voluminous  law  r 
gulate  the  manner  in  which  the  fervice  of  t 
militia  is  to  be  performed ;  its  pay,  when  er 
ployed  by  the  flate  or  the  union,  which  pay  is  : 
dollars  per  month  for  each  foldier.  They  det( 
mine  the  'fines  for  every  fpecies  of  offence ;  t 
manner  in  which  courts  martial  are  to  bepompoi 
and  fummoned.  They  apportion  relief  to  eve 
officer  and  foldier  wounded  in  the  fervice,  a: 
to  the  widows  and  children  of  the  flain.  Wh 
the  militia  is  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  unic 
it  is  fubjecS  to  the  laws  of  the  Congrefs ;  but  ( 
fences  committed  by  individuals  arc  taken  co 
nifance  of  by  courts  martial  gompofed  of  its  o\ 
body, 

The  ftate  of  Pennsylvania  includes  tweni 
three  counties,  and  the  militia  is  computed  a 
hundred  or  a  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  men* 


J-A 
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LAWS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ADMINISTRATION. 

-Although  the  interior  navigation  of  the  State 
of  Pennfylvania  has  not  made  fuch  progrefs  as 
that  of  New  York,  it  is  not  for  want  of  wifdoim 
and  fordight  in  the  government,    A  law  of  1 7  7  8 
declares  the  rivers  Sufquchannah  and  Delaware, 
aad  all  the  rivers  and  creeks  falling  into  them,  to 
be  public  and  free  navigationsi  and  places  them 
under  the  guardianChip  and  protection  of  the  go- 
^'crximent.     It  prohibits  the  creating  any  new 
okftacle  to  navigation,  and  enjoins  the  removal 
of  all  old  ones.    The  fame  regulations  were  made 
faoccffively   for    the    rivers    Monongahela  and 
Yo\ighiogany,  and  all  others  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
ey Ivania.    Coramiflioners  were  appointed  to  en- 
quire and  make  reports  concerning  the  means  of 
^^nioving  all  obftrucftions  to  the  interior  naviga- 
tion, and  to  make  communication  by  canals  be- 
t^*cen  the  great  rivers  or  lakes.     The  fcveral 
companies  who  undertook  to  facilitate  the  navi- 
?^tion  on  the  rivers,  or  to  cut  canals,  were  raifed 
Ji^to  corporations,  and  aided  either  by  premiums 
from  the  ftate,  or  by  an  authority  to  eftablifti  tolls 
on  the  navigations  or  canals  they  formed ;  fomc- 
timcs  tlic  itate  even  gave  them  permiflion  to 
taifc  money  by  lottery.     In  many  of  thefe  un- 
dertakings the  fums  granted  by  the  Icgiflaturc 

were 
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were  expended  with  utility  to  the  ftatc,  by  com 
pleating  the  work.  In  others,  they  were  mif— 
employed ;  fchemes  being  adopted  without  a  iuf- 
ficient  examination  of  their  obflacles.  But;  the 
^gillature  caufes  an  animal  return  to  be  made  to 
them  of  the  condition  and  progrefs  of  thcfe 
works ;  and  it  is  nbt  to  be  doubted  that  in  a  few 
years  the  interior  navigation  of  Penniylvania  will 
be  carried  to  the  higheft  degree  of  perfe^on. 
We  may  reafonably  cxpeA  to  fee  Lake  Elric 
and  the  River  Ohio  communicate  with  the  Sirf- 
quehannah  and  the  Delaware.  The  number  of 
land-carriages  that  would  flill,  from  invincible 
obftacles  to  navigation^  in  ibme  parts  be  necef-* 
fary  would  in  fad  be  few,  and  their  length  greatly 
diminilhed.  The  numberlefs  creeks  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  cleared  of  the  obftacles  to  navigation, 
would  afford  for  all  the  produftions  of  the  inte- 
rior part  of  the  country  a  fure,  ipeedy,  and  cheap 
conveyance  to  the  great  rivers  and  lakes  of  the 
ftate. 

The  roads  are  made  and  kept  in  repair  by  a 
levy  on  the  townlhips.  A  furveyor  of  the  roads 
is  chofen  by  the  townihip*  When  a  new  road  is 
to  be  made,  the  furvcyors  of  the  fcveral  town- 
ihips,  through  which  it  is  to  be  carried,  fuperin- 
tend  its  completion,  and  they  have  authority  to 
levy  a  tax  for  this  purpofe  on  the  lands.    The  tax 

mull 
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muft  not  exceed  fix  ihillings  and  fix-pence  in  the 
pound  of  the  annual  Income  of  the  land^  accord* 
ing  to  the  valuation  made  for  the  levying  of  other 
taxes.     Before  the  taxes  for  the  roads  can  be 
xaifcd,  they  are  to  receive  the  fandlion  of  two 
Juflices  of  the  peace  of  the  county ;  and  the  ge- 
neral court  of  juflices  of  the  peace  take  cogni- 
zance of  all  difputes  that  arife  on  the  fubje^  of 
this  tax. 

The  fiirveyors  are  chofen  annually ;  and  re- 
ceive five  per  cent  on  the  tax,  and  arc  paid  be- 
fidcs  eighteen  dollars  per  day  when  they  are  ac- 
tually employed  ia  the  duties  of  their  office. 
They  hire  labourers  for  the  roads ;  for  the  law 
which  regulates  this^attcr  difpenfed  with  all 
pcrfbnal  fervice  on  the  high  roads.  They  buy  all 
the  materials  for  making  and  repairing  the  roads ; 
and  their  accounts  are  audited  and  figncd  every 
year  by  four  commiffioners  chofen  by  the  elec- 
tors of  the  townfhip. 

This  law,  the  principal  provifions  of  which 
took  place  in  1772,  was  made  only  for  feven 
years,  but  has  fmce  been  conflantly  renewed  at 
its  expiration.  Some  of  the  claufes  have  from 
time  to  time  been  altered ;  the  modifications 
however  are  included  in  the  above  flatement. 

The  roads  of  Pennfylvania  are  in  genera^  better 
than  thofc  of  the  other  flates;    efpecially  the 

roads 
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roads  between  the  moft  populous  towns.  Th 
bridges  are  alfo  conftrufted  in  a  more  fbli 
manner.  The  road  from  Philadelphia  to  Lar 
cafter,  made  by  an  incorporated  company,  is  nc 
indeed  fo  good  as  the  turnpike  roads  of  Englanc 
but  it  is  in  very  good  condition ;  and,  althoug 
the  tolls  are  {o  high  that  a  broad-whcckd  waggo 
pays  nearly  two  dollars  and  a  half  between  thel 
two  cities,  which  is  a  diftancc  of  fixty-{ix  mile: 
no  complaint  is  made,  becaufc  the  waggons  re 
quire  only  half  the  horfes  they  did  before  th 
toad  was  made  a  turnpike,  and  perform  the  jour 
ncy  in  half  the  time.  The  company  that  con 
ftrafted  this  road  is  very  flourifliing  ;  the  Ihare: 
which  at  the  firft  fubfcription  coft  three  hundre 
dollars  each,  produce  between  eight  and  nine  pe 
cent,  and  bear*  a  premium  in  their  price. 

LAWS  RELATIVE  TO  FINANCE. 

The  law  which  regulates  taxes  was  pafled  ii 
1795.  Since  the  year  1789  no  new  taxes  hav< 
been  raifed  in  Pennfylvania  for  the  ftate,  then 
being  no  other  than  taxes  levied  for  the  interio 
ufes  of.  the  counties  and  cities ;  but  the  princi 
pies  on  which  the  county  rates  are  determinec 
and  levied,  would  in  all  probability  be  followcc 
in  any-tax  that  it  might  pc  necclTary^  to  levy  fo 
the  ftate.    .  .       .^ 

Tlu 
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The  inhabitants  of  every  county   elcdl  three 
commifli oners,  who  remain  three  years  in  office, 
except  tliat  one  goes  out  every  year  by  rotation, 
and  a  new  commiffioner  fucceeds  him.    The  in- 
habitants of  every  townfliip  eleft,  every  three 
yeafs,  an  afleflbr  and  two  affiftants,  to  apportion 
the  rates  impofcd  on  the  townfliip.     The  aflcf- 
fbrs  miake  a  return  every  three  years  to  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  county,  of  the  names  and  dwell- 
ings (where  it  is  poflible)  of  the  proprietors  of 
lands,  occupied  or  not  occupied,  and  of  the  lands 
not  yet  cleared,  and  of  the  houfes  and  fpots  of 
ground  belonging  to  the  town ;   of  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  townfliip,  marking  their  feveral 
employments,  profefl[ions,  or  conditions ;  and  alfo 
a  lift  of  all  horfes  and  horned  cattle  above  four 
years  old,  with  a  valuation  of  them  ;  and  finally, 
an  cftimate  of  the  proportion  of  the  tax  that  may 
be  laid  refpeftively  on  all  owners  of  pcrfonal  and 
real  property.    The  commiffioners  of  the  county 
examine  and  compare  all  the  lifts  ;  and  have  au- 
thority to  make  alterations  in  the  taxes,  provided 
they  do  not  alter  the  relative  valuations  of  the 
{cxcT'dl  properties  in  the  fame  townfliip.     The 
aflcflraent  made  in  confcquence  of  thcfe  returns 
by  the  commiflioncrs,  forms  the  rule  for  the  le- 
vying the  taxes  for  the  three  fuccccding  years^ 
The  commiflioncrs  are  never  to  lay  more;  on  the 
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land  than  one  per  cent  of  their  computed  va 
When  they  are  obliged  to  cany  the  tax  on 
to  the  full  extent  of  one  per  cent,  they  are  to 
the  following  taxes:— on  every  freeman,  witl 
apparent  employment,  from  half  a  dollar  to 
dollars ;  on  every  labourer,  a  fum  not  excee< 
two  dollars ;  on  every  vintner,  Ihopkeeper,  oi 
t^ler  of  goods,  from  half  a  dollar  to  five  doll 
on  every  broker,  banker,  merchant,  la^vj^er, 
phyfician,  from  one  dollar  to  ten ;    on  all  o 
profeflions,  from  one  quarter  of  a  dollar  to  ei 
dollars ;  on  every  proprietor  of  flaves,  a  dollar 
each  Have.     All  the  taxes  that  are  not  laid 
land  are  regulated  by  that  tax,  and  confequei 
diminilh  in  proportion  as  the  tax  on  land  1 
fhort  of  one  per  cent,  which  is  its  maximum. 
The  quantity  of  taxes  being  determined, 
commiffioners  iflue  an  order-  to  the  aflefTor 
apportion  and  levy  them  on  the  individuals ; 
an  appeal  lies  to  the  commiffioners  from  tl 
afleffment.     The  tenants  of  the  land  are  refp 
fible  for  the  tax  on  land,  but  are  authorifcd 
deduft  it  from  the  rent.     Lands  not  cleared 
ful^eft  to  the  tax ;  and  if  the  proprietor  is  nol 
be  found,  or  does  not  pay  the  tax  during  th 
fucceffi\'e  years,  the  commiffioners  may  ordei 
much  of  the  land  to  be  fold  as  is  necefTary  for 
payment  of  the  arrears. 

1 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.      gS 

The  commiffioners  of  the  county  appoint  the 
receivers  of  the  county,  and  the  coUedors  of  the 
townfhips.  Each  commiffioner  is  paid  qne  dollar 
and  a  third  for  every  day  that  he. is  adually  em- 
ployed in  his  office ;  the  affeflbrs  one  dollar. 

The  ezpence  of  the  ailciTmcnt  and  coUedion 
for  the  whole  ftate  is  eftimated  at  ten  thoufand 
dollars.  The  coUciSors  are  generally  paid  fi\'e  per 
cent  on  the  coUcdlion.  The  treaforer  of  the  com^ 
mictee  is  paid  a  dollar  for  every  hundred  pounds 
which  he  receives  and  pays.     . 

The  law  has  provifions  for  the  cxacft  levying  of 
the  taxes ;  and  impofcs  rcfponfibiiity  on  the  coir 
le^rs  and  other  officers ;  and  impofes  fines  for 
negledt  or  fraud  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty. 

The  ftate,  as  I  have  obferved,  levies  no  new 
taxes.  Its  old  duties  aren^— on  marriages,  taverns, . 
and  public  fales  by  authority,  amounting  annu- 
ally from  twelve  to  thirteen  thouland  dollars. 
The  legiflature  fuppreiTed,  in  1795,-  the  tax  on 
carriages,  and  ibme  other  taxes, '  which  were  for- 
merly impofcd  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  ftate. 

The  annual  expenditure  of  the  ftate  amounts 
to  about  an  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  dollars  ; 
it  confifts  of  the  falary  of  the  governor,  the  fe- 
cretary  and  other  officers  of  ftate,  and  of  the 
judges ;  the  expence  of  tlie  courts  of  circuit ;  the 
ialarj  of  the  treafurer  and  his  clerks;  the  c* 

pcucfc 
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pence  of  the  office  for  the  falc  of  lands ;  the  a 
poihtments  of  the  members  of  the  fcnate,  an 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  ;  the  falarics  of  lbm< 
other  civil  officers;  and  the  pay  of  fome  militii 
officers. 

The  revenues  which,  with  the  old  duties,  en 
able  the  ftate  to  provide  for  its  expendit 
without  additional  taxes,  confift  in  the  intcreffc^ 
of  a  capital  accruing  from  the  fale  of  lands,  fo 
the  moll  part  placed  in  the  banks.  This  capi* 
tal  amounts  at  prcfcnt  to  one  million  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars ;  a  million  of  which  is  in 
the  bank  of  Pennfylvania,  and  five  hundred  thou- 
fand in  that  of  the  United  States.  Thefc  fums 
bear  an  intereft  according  to  the  dividends  of 
the  refpeftivc  banks ;  but  it  may  be  ftated  to  be 
from  nine  to  ten  per  cent.  Arrears  of  duties,  and 
arrears  of  purchafe-money  for  the  public  land?, 
form  another  branch  of  the  revenue  of  the  ftatc. 
The  arrears  of  every  kind  come  in  very  flowly* 
Several  contradi<ftory  laws  ferve  as  an  excufc  to 
the  creditors  of  the  ftate  for  default  of  payment. 
Thefe  are  alfo  protefted  by  members  of  the  le- 
giflature,  who  have  a  perfonal  intereft  in  the  de- 
lay. The  government  of  Pennfylvania  is  indeed 
unwilling  to  employ  its  force,  cfpecially  for  the 
recovery  of  arrears.  There  are  two  inftances 
il^hich  will  fiifficiently  Ihow  the  backwardncfs  of 

the 


!tHB  uNrriD  stATEs;  cakada,  &c.    65 

\5tic.  gOTemment  to  compel  the  payment  of  the 
mpofts.     There  are  ten  auctioneers  eftablilhcd 
ftt  Philadelphia  for  public  Tales.    Six  of  theie  hav<i 
pundually  paid  the  duties  impofed  upon  iuch 
tales ;  the  other  four  have  not  even  condefcended 
to  ^ve  an  account .  of.  their  fales. .  The  law  en- 
joins every  man.  of  eighteen  years  of  age  to  ferve 
as  a  militia-man ;  and  impofes  a  fine,  of  a  dollar 
every  time  that  he  is  abfent  from  the  meeting  of 
^^  r^menty  and  a  fine  of  twelve  dollars  per 
month  for  all  the  time  that  he  is  abfent  when  his 
repeat  is  on  fervicc.  The  defaulters  are  fo  nu- 
mctous,  that  no  other  fund  but  the  fines  due  for 
offences  arc  fet  afide  for  the  expence  of  the  mi-^ 
iitia;  and  the  fines  are  {o  ill  paid,  that  at  prefcnt 
there  is  a  deficiency  of  more  than  one  hundred 
thoufand  dollars.     It  is  to  be  expected,  however, 
that  the  flate  will  in  future  be  more  ngorous  in 
the  coUedion  of  its  revenues ;  the  neceflity  of 
this  rigour  begins  to  be  felt,  and  circumflances 
arc  more  favourable  tlian  heretofore  for  its  cxer- 
eife. 

The  ddbts  due  to  th^  flate,  from  ihdividualsj 
for  arrears,  and  from  the  Union  for  certain  fua^  % 
advanced,  and  for  which  the  Uriion  is  fefpbri-* 
fiblc,  amounted,  in  the  beginning  of  1/97,  by 
the  ftatement  of  the  treafury^  to  nine  huhdited 
ind  twenty-four  tliouiand  five  hundred  and  forty •» 
Voh.  IV.  F  four 
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four  dollars  ieven-tcnths.  PennijHlvania  has 
fcveral  other  claims  on  the  treafurj  of  the  Un 
States,  for  ezpences  incurred  on  behalf  of 
Union. 

By  the  balance  ifaruck  by  the  commifiioner 
the  congrefs,  tbe^ate  of  Pennfylvania  is  del 
for  the  fum  of  fcven  thoufand  feven  hundred 
nine  dollars. 

Certain  duties,  that  livcre  formerly  the  ] 
quifitc  of  the  fecrctary  of  ftate  and  other  pn 
officers,  have  been  purchafed  by  the  legiflat 
and  are  become  part  of  the  public  revel 
There  are  other  duties  attached  as  perquifitc 
other  ojSicers,  which  the  legiilature  will  gradus 
and  by  the  fame  means^  reflore  to  the  pu 
treafury. 

LAWS  RESPECTING  THE  SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LAN] 

The  laws  that  regulate  the  fale  of  public  la 
are  deemed  better  in  Pennfylvania  than  in 
other  of  the  ftates. 

Before  the  revolution,  the  property  of 
lands  belonged  to  the  governor ;  that  is  to 
to  the  family  of  William  Penn.  The  con| 
of  Pennfylvania  pafled  a  law  in  1779,  wl 
transferred  the  property  to  the  flate,  giving 
family  of  Penn,  for  indemnity,  the  fum  of  a Jti 
dred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  ilerling,  ; 
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leaving  them  in  poffeffion  of  the  lands  they  pof^ 
Mci  as  their  own  proper  eftatcs.     The  lands 
which  became  the  property  of  the  ftatc  were 
immenfc.     They  were  various  enormous  tra<%s 
that  William  Penn  and  his  heirs  had  purchafed 
of  the  Indians ;   parcels  of  which  they  fold  for 
their  own  profit •     A  law  in  178ii  which  efta- 
bliihed  an  office  called  the  land-ojffite^  enjoined 
thcpofleflbrs  of  warrants  (which   were  orders 
feta  the  iurveyor-general  of  the  ftatc  to  his  dc- 
t^tity^  to  meafufe  out  a  certain  tra£l:  of  land^  ahd 
^  a  kind  of  evidence  of  the  purchafe  of  the 
<^te)^  obtained  under  the  old  government^  to 
Wng  them  to  the  land-office,  where  they  were 
tonulied,  if  the  purchafe-money  had  not  been 
paii    In  1783 j  the  affembly  fet  afide  a  large 
tnid  of  land  in  the  weft  of  its  territory,  and  to 
the  north  of  the  Ohio,  to  be  difpofcd  of,  for  cer- 
tain billets  which  the  troops  of  Pennlylvania  had 
^ived  during  the  war  for  their  pay,  and  whofe 
'  current  value  was  greatly  below  the  (uths  for 
;   which  they  were  ifTucd*     The  billets  were  to  be 
bken  in  payment  for  the  lands  at  their  nominal 
^ue ;  and  thefe  lands  v\^re  called,  and  indeed 
continue  to  be  known  by  the  name  of,  deprt'^ 
dathn  lands.  The  aftembly  alfo  fet  aiide  another 
tiad  of  land,  to  the  north  of  thofc  I  have  juft 
tamed,  called  d&nation  lands,  becaufc  they  were 

F2  to 
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were  to  be  given  as  a  reward  to  the  officers  anc= 
foldiers  of  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania,  in  certaii — 
portions,  according  to  their  rank.  It  was  not 
however,  till  1785,  that  thefe  lands  were  adu — 
ally  put  up  to  fale  ;  and  then  they  were  put  upzz 
fucceflively,  in  various  parcels,  at  different  prices  -= 
and  on  different  conditions.  The  acquiiition  - 
made  from  the  Indians  in  1788  were,  by  the  na — 
turc  of  the  lands,  divided  into  two 
to  the  weft  of  the  Allegany  mountains  we 
offered  to  falc  for  ten  pounds  for  a  hundred  acres 
thofc  to  the  eaft  of  the  mountains,  being  infenoc::- 
in  quality,  for  three  pounds  ten  (hillings. 

The  quantity  of  lands  offered  to  fale,  and  th^ 
fcarcity  or  plenty  of  money,  taken  relatively^ 
caufed  the  price  the  affembly  of  Pennfylvania^ 
put  upon  the  land  and  even  the  conditions  of 
falc  to  fluctuate,  independently  of  the  quality  of 
the  land.     Lots  at  one  time  amounted  only  to 
two  hundred  acres,  while  a  prohibition  exifted  to 
demand  a  warrant  for  more  than  two  fiich  lots ; 
aftcrw^ards  lots  were  extended  to  a  thoufand  acres> 
without  any  rcftridlion  on  the  number  that  an 
individual  might  acquire.     The  price  has  varicidi 
from  fourteen  dollars  for  an  hundred  acres  to 
twcnty-fix  and  fifty-three.     In  certain  purchaies, 
the  billets  of  the  ftate  were  received  in  payment } 
in  others,  and  particularly  fmce  the  year  l  /QSi 

.    .  they 
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they  were  not  fo.     The  laft  iales  to  the  north  of 

the  Ohio,  and  to  the  weft  of  the  Allegany  Mounr 

tains,  were  clogged  with  a  condition,  that  the 

pvirchafer  fliould  clear  the  land,  and  enclofe  and 

cialtivatc  it,  in  the  proportion  of  one  acre  for  a 

h\andrcd ;  ered  a  ^welling-houfe,  and  eftablifti  a 

^-rnily,  who  ihould  refide  five  liiccceding  years 

tlxcrc;  and  the  quantity  to  be  purchafed  by  an 

iri^dividual  was  reftrifted  to  four  hundred  acr?s. 

If,  on  fpots  of  the  vaft  traAs  of  lands  bought  of 
't^c  Indians,  there  happened  to  be  inhabitants, 
tixe  law  gave  them  the  option  of  purchafing  the 
Iw^ts  on  which  they  dwelt. 

It  was  not  till  1792,  that  the  ftate  concluded 
tKt  purchafc  of  all  the  lands  within  its  bounda^ 
^ncs.  In  1786,  the  ftate  purchafed  the  country 
extending  from  the  Mountains  of  Allegany  to  the 
Ohio,  reaching*as  far  as  the  forty-firft  degree.  It 
fiiU  remained  to  acquire  the  lands  on  its  northern 
boundary ;  and  that  purchafe  was  concluded  in 
1702. 

In  1794,  the  legiflature  finding  that  immenfe 
portions  of  the  public  lands  had  been  fold  with- 
out their  precife  boundaries  bciqg  defcribed,  and 
that  the  lands  which  remained  in  the  hands  of 
the  flate  were  not  accurately  known,  fufpended 
the  fairs.     And  this  law  reflecfb  great  honour  on 

F  3  the 
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the  aflcmbly  of  P^nnfylvania ;  bccaufc  it  gi 
rantccs  individuals  from  the  injury  which  t 
avidity  for  the  aoquifition  of  land  made  too  coi 
mon ;  becauffe  the  imccrtainty  of  the  bounds 
the  lands  that  remained  undifpoied  of,  often  p 
an  opportunity  of  felling  the  lands  of  the  ft 
twice,  and  thereby  increafed  its  revenue ;  and 
is  known,  that  the  legiflatures  of  the  other  fta 
have  not  aded  with  the  fame  delicacy  in  i 
feme  circumflances. 

Although  the  laws  of  Penniylvania  reipcdli 
the  fale  of  lands  have  been  in  general  fnux 
with  equity  and  wifdom,  abufes  relative  to  tl 
Hibjeft  have  neverthelefs  been  great  and  num 
ous,  perhaps  indeed  more  fo  than  in  any  of  1 
other  ftates,  on  account  of  the  immenfe  quant 
of  lands  on  f^le.  Speculations  on  the  iales  of  Is 
bought  from  the  public  afford  a  liibjf  ft  of  ga 
ing,  common  in  almoft  all  th^  ilates.  The  wea 
and  rapacity  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pi 
ladelphia  inflamed  this  diforder  in  a  particu 
manner  in  this  ftate.  Men  of  fortune  and  : 
fluence,  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  Cc 
grefs  for  the  payment  of  the  paper  currency^  cc 
fpired  to  diminilh  the  value  of  that  paper,  a 
afterwards  bought  it  up  and  gave  it  in  paym( 
for  public  lands,  at  ^  profit  of  ^cn  hundred  a 

fometin 
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fometimcs  thirty  hundred  per  cent.  The  depre^ 
cuaion  and  the  donation  la?ids  were  fertile  lubjefts 
of  their  fpeculadon. 

The  titles  of  individuals  to  lands  bought  from 
Ac  public,  are  more  fecure  in  Pcnnfylvania  than 
in  any  other  t^  the  ftates,  both  becaufe  the  firft 
P^irchafes  have  been  carefully  recbgnifed,  and  be- 
^^iifc  the  hnd-affke  has  developed  all  that  relates 
'o  the  titles  to  the  public  lands,  writh  a  degree  of 
^^*K,  and  a  fpirit  of  equity,  no  where  clfe  to  be 
found. 

Complaints  have  been  made  within  thefe  lafl 
tv9xi  or  three  years,  that  the  affairs  of  the  land- 
<>^ce  arc  not  conduced  with  fo  much  attention 
•i^d  regularity  as  formerly ;  but  the  members  of 
tile  legiilature  have  never  been  reproached,  as 
fome  other  of  the  ftates  have  been,  for  laws  rela- 
tive to  the  ialc  of  lands  and  their  confcquent  mif- 
chiefs. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  journal,  I  have  ipoken  of 

dilputes  that  long  exiftcd  between  the  ftates  of 

I^ennfylvania  and  Connedicut,  concerning  the 

property  of  confiderable  trails  of  land  on  the 

Sufquehannah,  between  Wilkft>arre  and  Tioga. 

T*helc  lands  were  finally  adjudged  to  the  ftate  of 

Pennfylvama ;  and  all  appeal  prohibited  the  ftate 

of  Conne6licut.     But  thefe  lands  are  filled  with 

inhabitants  who  hold  them  by  titles  from  Con- 

F  4  neAicut, 
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ne6licut,  cither  by  purchafe,  or  fimply  by  p 

feffion  ;  notwithftanding  which  they  arc  fold  1 

the  other  public  lands  by  the  ftate  of  Pcnni 

vania.    Among  the  perfbns  who  hold  thcfe  la 

from  Conncfticut,  many  acquired  them  rcgula 

have  been  long  in  poffeffion,  and,  by  the  H 

given  for  them,  and  the  labour  expended  on  th< 

have  made  good  their  title,  at  leaft  in  cqui 

but  a  much  greater  number  hold  thefe  lands 

lefs  favourable  titles.     For  three  years  paft, 

legiflature  of  Pennfylvania  has  been  backwarc 

execute  the  judgments  of  the  courts,  cjcd 

the  pofltffoFs  of  thefe  lands ;  and  every  day 

number  of  ufurpations  augments ;  ancient  cla 

are  multiplied,  till  the  judgments  pf  the  co^ 

can  no  longer  be  enforced  without  military 

In  the  laft  feffion,  the  houfc  of  reprcientat 

paffed  a  vpte,  authoriling  the  governor  tb  emj 

the  militia  in  that  fervice ;  but  the  fenate  n< 

tived  the  prqpofition.     The  motives  of  their 

gative  are  not  very  apparent,  fmcc,  in  the  i 

this  mcafure  muft  be  adopted  ;  and  although 

doubt,  it  will  create  many  difcontents,  yet, 

riqd  into  execution  with  the  juflice  and  mod 

tion  from  which  the  legiflature  will  not  de| 

it  will  reniove  a  leave}!  that  continually  a£ 

the  ftate. 

The  difputcs  in  that  quarter  arc  not  the  « 

i  ■  ■■     -■    '    •  •  • 
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Aifputes  of  the  kind  that  have  difturbed  Penn- 
fylvania.  There  are  others  on  the  borders  of  the 
Ohio,  which  may  occafion  confiderable  diforders, 
without  the  prudent  and  timely  interference  of 
the  legiflature.  In  1792,  the  ftate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  palled  a  law,  to  put  up  to  fale  the  lands  to 
the  north- weft  of  the  Ohio,  in  confequence  of 
which  they  were  divided  into  lots  of  four  hun- 
dred acres.  Patents  ncceffary  to  give  a  title  to 
thcfc  lots,  were  to  be  obtained  in  two  different 
ways; — firft,  by  an  engagement  to  fettle  imme- 
fiatcly  on  the  lot — and  in  this  manner  many 
poor  families  acquired  lots  ;  and  fecondly,  by  an 
obligation  to  clear  eight  acres  of  the  lot  in  tw^o 
T^s ;  and  many  lots  were  bought  by  fpecula- 
tors  on  thefe  laft  terms.  The  price  of  the  lot 
^^^  eighty  dollars  in  both  cafes.  In  the  firft, 
^t  was  to  be  paid  in  ten  years,  with  intereft,  at 
^^^  rate  of  fix  per  cent,  after  the  firft  year ;  in 
*hc  fecond,  it  was  to  be  paid  within  two  years. 
'^  default  of  clearing  eight  acres  within  two 
years,  the  purchafers  on  thofe  terms  forfeited 
^eir  title,  and  their  lots  were  declared  vacant, 
except  in  the  cafe  where  the  Indians,  who  were 
»ot  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  prevented 
the  clearing  of  the  lands.  The  majority  of  (pe- 
culators who  bought  lots  on  thefe  terms  did  not 
plear  the  lands ;  and  three  thoufand  poqr  fami- 
lies 
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lies  eflablifhed  themfelves  at  diflferent  pericx 
upon  theie  lands  which  the  law  had  declan 
vacant.  The  {peculators,  availing  themfelves  < 
the  war  which  took  place  with  the  Indians,  a 
though  no  incuriions  were  made  on  the  lands  i 
queflion,  at  prefent  aiTert  their  right  to  then 
and  fue  for  the  ejectment  of  the  poor  faniili< 
who  took  poiTeilion  on  the  faith  of  the  lav 
Thefc  poor  people  have  come  to  a  refolution  1 
maintain  the  poiTeflion  by  force.  This  is  in  itfe 
an  important  circumftance ;  and  I  fpeak  of  it  b< 
iide,  as  a  proof  of  the  opinion  I  have  frequent! 
given  in  this  journal,  that  the  increafe  of  the  p< 
pulation  in  the  United  States  renders  it  every  di 
more  difficult  to  the  fpeculators  in  land  to  pn 
fervc  their  titles  to  the  immenfe  trads  they  po 
fcfs,  without  clearing  and  cultivating  them. 

THE  GENERAL  COMMERCE  OF   PENN5YLVANL 
AND  THAT  OF  PHILADELPHIA  IN  PARTICULAR 

There  is  no  ftatc  in  the  union  that  has  fo  a 
tenfive  a  commerce  as  that  of  Pcnnfylvani 
This  ftate  furaifhcs  produftions  for  exportation  i 
greater  abundance  than  any  other ;  and  its  ci 
ports,  moreover,  part  of  the  produftions  of  Vi: 
ginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Jerfey,  and  Nc 
York.  There  are,  however,  fomc  of  the  pr< 
duiSlions  pf  Penn/ylvania  which    we    export^ 

throug 
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throvigb  Baltimore,  by  the  Suiquehannah ;  but 
the  canal  that  will  unite  the  Chefapeak  and  the 
Delaware,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  be  comr 
pleated,  will  reftore  that  commerce  to  Phila* 
delpbia,  and  with  it  a  great  portion  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  eaft  part  of  Maryland. 

The  exportation  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  the 
only  port  of  this  ftatc,  derived  from  Pennfylvania 
and  the  adjoining  dates,  are — charcoal,  potafh, 
heer,  cyder,  falt-meat  and  filh,  butter,  cheefc, 
Indian  com,  flour  made  from  Indian  com,  wheat 
flour,  bifcuits,  tallow,  candles,  linfeed,  linfeed 
oil,  foap,  potatoes,  timber  for  building,  ftaves, 
hides,  the  Ikins  of  deers  and  beavers,  bark,  an^ 
pigs  of  iron. 

Moft  of  thefe  articles  are  brought  to  I^hiladd- 
plua,  down  the  Delaware,  or  by  land-carriage. 
There  are  very  few  brought  down  the  Sufque- 
hannah ;  for  the  lettlements  on  its  banks  are  very 
recent,  and  confume  nearly  the  whole  of  their 
produce ;  but  when  that  country,  and  the  lands 
tying  behind  it,  are  more  generally  inhabited  and 
cultivated,  that  large  river,  freed  from  obftacles 
which  at  prefeut  injure  its  navigation,  will  greatly 
increafe  the  commerce  of  Philadelphia ;  and  there 
is  no  doubt  this  important  change  will  ipeedilj 
be  effeded. 

The  prodv^e  of  the  country i  however,  formt 

a  very 
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a  very  fmall  part  of  the  exportation  6f  Ph 
pbia;  which,  trading  with  the  whole  worl 
exports,  in  immenle  quantities,  the  produc 
merchandize  of  fol^ign  countries. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the  amount 
exports  from  Philadelphia,  for  the  years 
17^32,  1793,  1794,  1795,  and  1796. 

Dollars. 

1791* 3,430,092, 

1792, —  3,820,652. 
1793, —  0,958,336. 
1794, —  6,643,890. 
1795,-7-11,518,260. 
1790,-17,549,141. 

I  fcarcely  think  it  neceflary  to  repeat,  th 
immenfc  increafe  in  the  value  of  the  expor 
is  principally  owing  to  the  incrcafed  value 
articles ;  and  to  the  war  in  Europe,  whi< 
caufed  a  much  greater  portion  of  the  produ 
of  the  colonies  to  be  pafs  through  America 
formerly. 

'  The  difference  in  the  value  of  the  bar 
flour, .  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  the  ex] 
tion  of  Philadelphia  during  the  laft  fix 
wiH  Ihew  how  fallacious  it  is  to  judge  c 
quantity  of  the  article  exported  by  the  ac 
of  iti  value. '  The  price  of  the  barrel  of  i 
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^t  ftour  in  1 7Q0,  was  iix  dollars  twelve-thir- 
tecutlis;  in  1791,  five  dollars  two- thirteenths; 
ial792,  five^ dollars  two-thirteenths;  in  17p3, 
fix  dollars  two-thirteenths ;  in  1 794,  Hx  dollars 
ten  thirteenths ;  in  1 795^  twelve  dollars  ;.  and  ia 
179O,  ten  dollars.  The  price  of  the  fecond  flour 
is  two  fhillings  or  half  a  crown  lefs  per  .barreL 

It  is  to  be  obfcrved,  that  the  price  of  the 
fiiperfine  floor  varied  in  the,  iaine  y^ar  as  much 
as  two  and  three  dollars.  IbaAre  giyen,thc  me- 
dium price  of  the  year.  '        ., 

Philadelphia,  which  in  1 796  exported  one  hua* 

dred  and  ni;>ety-$ve  thoulaad  one  hundred  and 

fifty-feven  barrels  of  flour,  (that  is  to  fay,  nearly 

the  fourth  part  of  the  exportation  of  the  whole 

union) ;  exported  two  hundred  and  ninety-four 

thoufand  and  eleven  barrels,  in  1795  ;  two  hun-» 

drcd  and  ninety-nine  thoufand  two  hundred  and 

^glrty-feven  barrels,  in  1 794 ;  four  hundred  and 

fixteen  tlioufknd  fix  hundred  and   twenty-one 

l>arrels,  in  1793;  four  hundred  and  thirty-three 

thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-cight  barrels, 

in  1792;  three  hundred  and  fifteen   thoufand 

fcven  hundred  and  eighty-five  barrels,  in  1791. 

Thcfc  were  barrels  of  fupcrfinc  flour ;  the  export 

tation  of  the  fecond  flour  never  exceeded  fivQ 

thoufand  barrels;   in  179O,  the  exportation  of 

fccond  flour  amounted  only  to  one  thoufand  fevcn 

hundred 
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hundred  and  ninetjr-cight  barrels.  I  have  tak 
thefc  details  from  the  books  of  the  furveyor. 

In  l?6Sf  the  exportation  of  fuperfine  flour  v 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand  eight  hu 
dred  and  eighty-fevcn  barrels ;  two  hundred  a 
fifty- two  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  fourty-fc 
barrels,  in  1771 ;  two  hundred  and  eighty-fc 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fevcnty-two  bam 
in  1772;  two  hundred  and  fixty-five  thoufa 
nine  hundred  and  fixty-feven  barrels,  in  177 
two  hundred  and  one  thoufand  three  hundred  a 
fire  barrels,  in  1784;  one  hundred  and  nine! 
thxee  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty  barrc 
in  1787  ;*^from  which  flatement  it  will  be  fe< 
that  the  exportation  of  flour  was  not  greatly  i 
crcafcd  during  twenty-two  years.  The  expor 
tion  of  wheat  has  even  greatly  diminifhed,  owi 
to  the  number  of  mills  erefted  in  Pennfylvai 
end  the  neighbouring  flates,  and  there  has  be 
no  material  increafe  of  the  exportation  of  Indis 
com  or  bifcuits^  bringing  it  down  even  to  the  t 
lafl  ycars4 

To  give  a  more  compleat  idea  of  the  cottime: 
of  Philadelphia,  I  will  here  fubjoin  a  table  of  1 
principal  articles,  both  foreign  and  the  prodi 
of  the  country,  of  its  exportation  in  1  7qO,  a 
the  different  ports  to  which  they  were  configni 
This  flatement  is  taken  from  the  cuftom-hoi 

boo 
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V)oWs.     I  ivould  gladly  have  given  the  computed 

'^M.e  of  every  article;  biit  that  v^ould  have  rc- 

K^xczd  the  examination  of  ^  multitude  of  entries^ 

wA  more  time  than  could  be  ipared  by  the  pcr- 

fob  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  thefe  details. 


Table  of  the  principal  Articles  exported  from  PhiJa-- 

delphia  in  1700. 


Articlel  of  Merchandize. 

Qu&Atitiesv 

Charcoal  -         - 

'  tons 

10 

Beer,  cyderi  and  porter. 

mm 

b  barrels      •         •* 

gallons 

14,010 

Ditto,  in  bottles 

dozens 

\A,546 

Beef 

barrels 

6,86d 

Bifcuit     - 

• 

J  ditto 

\  fmall  ditto 

10,56d 
6,010 

Butter      -        -         . 

pounds 

157,470 

Bricks       -         -         -, 

number 

1 09,400 

Indian-corn 

bulhels 

»1 79,094 

Chccfe      •         -         -. 

* 

pounds 

243,333 

Candles    -        *         - 

ditto 

338,374 

Flour 

barrels 

195,157 

Hams       .         ^         • 

pounds 

1,082,690. 

Pbrk         .         -         - 

barrels 

12,029 

Rye  flour 

ditto 

60,614 

Flour  of  Indian-com  - 

ditto 

223,064 

Potatoes   - 

bulhels 

9,004 

Rice  /     -.        -        - 

tierces 
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Articles  of  Merchandize. 

Quantiddfs. 

Linfced  oil         -         - 

^lons 

Train  oil  -         •*         - 

ditto 

opermaGCti  oil   -^         -^ 

ditto 

Furs          *         ^         • 

value  in  dollars 

Tallow     -         -         - 

pounds              i 

SnufF 

ditto                 i 

Tobacco  - 

•              •              '    • 

.  hpgfheads 

Timber    -         -         - 

-           -        2,- 

Staves,  heads  of  barrels,  ( 

&c.          -  .    1,: 

Planks       .... 

-      i,< 

Bark         ... 

value  in  dol. 

Coffee.      .         *         • 

pounds        2 1 ,( 

Cocoa      «*«►*. 

ditto 

CottQp     -        -        - 

ditto                 i 

Indigo      -         -         - 

:  ditto 

Wrought  iron  and  fteel 

value  in  dollars 

Sundry  merchandize 

ditto              2,i 

Pepper      -         *     .,   - 

pounds              1 

Spice 

value  in  dol. 

Spirituous  liquors 

gallons 

Sugar        -         •         ^ 

pounds         12,[ 

Salt          -         -         . 

bufliels 

Bohca  tea           - 

• 

pounds 

Fine  green  tea 

ditto 

Common  ditto  ditto   - 

ditto 

Wine       - 

gallons              ( 

•                  • 

Ditto  in  bottles           •* 

dozens 
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"Mantes  of  the  Places  to  which  the  Articles  exported 
from  Philadelphia  in  1  7qQ  were  configned,  to- 
gethr  with  the  Valtie  in  Dollars  of  the  whole 
^•xportation  for  the  Year  to  each  Place. 

Dollars. 

Sweden  ami  St.  Barthelcmy          -  411,408 

Denmark,  and  the  Danifh  Antilles  737,287 

United  Provinces        -         -         -  1,824,275 

Dutch  Antilles            -         .         -  184,825 

England            -         .         -         -  4,ioo,oil 

Ireland     -         -         -         -         -  230,544 

;    Engillh Antilles          -.       -         -  760,274 

\    En^ilh  Colonies  in  North  America  49,380 

Gibraltar           ...         -  33,365 

^Wfoundland           -         -         -  21,505 

^lamburg,  Bremen,  and  the  Hanfeatic 

Cities             .         .         -         .  2,081,232 

France 913,880 

French  Antilles          -        -         -  3,250,584 

*^aiids  of  France  and  of  Bourbon  20,907 

Spain 60,974 

Vniih  Antilles         -         -         -  910,985 

^orida  and  Louifiana          -         -  280,651 

Portugal     .        -         -         -         -  12,892 

Fay^       .         .         -         ...  14,070 

Jiiadeira            ....  111,528 

JacrifFc          ...        -  861 

Vol.  IV.                  G  Ports 
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Ports  of  Italy 
Eaft  Indi€» 
Chiaa 


Brought  forward  1 6,9-4  3 

621 

42 

-^  .  40 


^MiiiK 


17,549 


The  following  is  a  ftatement  of  the  d 
p9.id  at  the  ctiftom-houfe  of  Philadelphia,  di 
five  years  preceding  the  date  of  the  table. 

179^-^  780,141  da 
1792,-1,139,013  di 
1793,— 1,928,052  di 
1794, — 2,001,226  di 
:.  1795,— 2,961,204  di 


And  for  the 
qiiarters 


rtwofirll) 
r  h790,— 1>880,091  di 


This  ftatement  will  not  give  a  pcrfcfi  id 
the  value  oi'  the  importations,  becaufe  the  d 
vary  in  every  fpccies  of  merchandize  ;  but  1 
we  find  in  the- report  of  the  fecrctary  of  the 
lury  of  ^the  United  States,  that  the  total  re 
of  the  duties  x>n  tonnage,  and  the  taxes  on 
J^Ttation  and- exportation,  for  the  year  1 
illi6unted  to  five  million  fix  hundred  and  £:in 
thoufandfour  hundred  and  eighteea  do 


\  ^ .  *. 
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that  thofe  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
or  the  fame  year,  amounted  to  two  mil-^ 
e  hundred  and  lixty-one  thoufend  two 
.  and  four  dollars,  an  -idea  may  be  fornxed 
imenfe  fhare  Philadelphia  has  in  the  com** 
f  the  United  States. 

bllovving  is  a  ftatcment  of  the  veflels  that 
It,  and  failed  from  the  port  of  Philadd 
:  the  laft  year — 1 796. 


•4 

% 


at  Philadelphia.  Sailed  (tovti  Philadelphia. 

)f  three  mafts  1 99  -  1 84 

430  -  484 

594  «-  033 

39O  -  882 


Total  1025  1083 

number  of  veflels  that  arrived  at  Phila- 
in  1795,  was  lefs  by  fifty  than  in  1790; 
number  that  failed  from  that  port  in 
«ras  more  by  fixty-fix.  This  difference 
ing  to  the  capture  of  American  veflels  by 
rs  from  the  Wefl:  India  Iflands. 
88,  the  veflels  that  arrived  at  Philadelphia 
I  more  than  fix  hundred  and  fifty-^three, 
h  oi^Jy  ninety-three  werq  veflfels  of  three 

« 

G2  Tho 
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The  artidcs  of  iraportation  at  Philadelphia  a 
fprcad,  not  only  through  Penniylrania,  and  tJ 
dates  which  fumifli  the  articles  of  its  cxportatioj 
but  alfo  through  Kentucky,  the  back  fcttlcmcn 
of  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  although  thci 
countries  do  not  fend  any  of  their  produce  6 
Philadelphia-  I  refer  my  reader  to  what  I  hav 
faid  6n  this  fubjc A  in  the  account  of  my  joumci 
through  the  Southern  States. 

Freights  at  Philadelphia  are  from  eighteen  tc 
twenty-two  dollars  per  ton,  for  moft  of  the  arti- 
cles fcnt  to  Europe.  They  are  from  one  to  tw< 
dollars  higher  for  coffee,  fugar,  and  cottofl 
Freights  to  India  arc  from  twenty-two  to  fortj" 
four  dollars,  bccaufe  the  cargo  is  chiefly  fpccic' 
from  India,  they  arc  from  eighty-fix  to  eighty 
eight  dollars.  Freights  to  and  from  the  Ifle  < 
France  arc  forty  dollars.  Thefe  arc  the  prices  < 
the  current  year ;  and  vary  as  freight?  are  mo 
or  Icfs  plentiful.  At  prcfent  they  are  ftom  tv 
to  three  per  cent  higher  than  they  were  thf 
years  lincc,  becaufe  there  has  been  a  decrcafe 
the  fiiipping.  I  Ihall  conclude  what  I  have 
fay  rclativd  to  the  commerce  of  Philadelphia,  1 
the  folio wi Agitable  of  the  rate  of  infurancc 
that  port  for  the  years  1 7Q5,  17\)Q$  and  17Q7* 
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Infurance,  in  the  ?9rt  cf  PhilaJclpbia,  fir  the  Tean  1795, 

1/.%*,  and  \797. 
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Thcfe  rates  of  infurancc  arc  for  neutral  veffc  T-f 
bound  from  Philadelphia,  and  configned  only  Tc: 
one  port.    They  are  calculated  for  the  voyage  ou  t 
merely,  and  arc  generally  the  fame  for  the  voyage 
home ,  except  when  the  vcifel  is  infurcd  at  the 
fame  time  both  going  and  returning,  when  fomc 
abatement  is  made.  The  rate  is  hicrhcr,  of  courfe, 
when  the  veflcl  has  to  touch  at  feveral  ports,  be- 
caufe  of  the  additional  rifk.     It  is  higher  alio  in 
voyages  to  the  Baltic,  and  ports  of  the  norths 
during  winter ;  and,  for  the  fame  reafon^  in  vcj'* 
ages  to  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  from  the  firft  of 
Ar.guft  to  the  firft  of  November.     It  is  bigh^^ 
alfo  for  veflels  which  would  not,  on  a  fcrutiny* 
by  their  papers,  and  the  nature  of  their  cargoe^^ 
prove  to  be  neutral. 

Towards  the  end  of  1793,  and  in  1794,  th^ 
jate  of  infurancc  was  higher  than  in  1 795  anC^ 
1 79O,  bccaufc  American  veflels  were  at  that  tim^ 
captured  by  the  Englifli.     It  was  lowered  by  thc^^ 
fubfcquent  treaty  with  England ;  arid  has  agui\ 
rifen,  fince  the  French  in  their  turn  captured 
American  veflels ;  and  particularly  in  voyages  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  bccaufc  captures  there  are  fre- 
quent, and  arc  authorifed  by  the  governments 
of  the  feveral  iflands,  while  it  is  believed  that  the 
few  American  vefl!els  captured  by  the  French  in 
European  feas,  are  taken  without  the  authority 
of  the  French  Government. 

The 
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The  rate  of  inllirance  is  nearly  the  fame  iri 
the  different  ports  of  the  United  States. 

The  building  of  a  vcflcl  at  Philadelphia  cofts; 
according  to  its  tonnage,  from  cigJitecn  to  tvv'enty- 
t\vo  dollars  per  ton  at  the  time  fhc  is  launched. 
The  price  is  incrcafed  in  proportion  als  there  is 
more  holm-oak  or  cedar  put  into  the  vcffeL  The 
fails  and  rigging  of  a  vcffcl  of  three  hundred  tons 
will  coft  about  forty  dollars  per  ton.  Thefc 
prices,  however,  have  rifen  thirty  per  cent  within 
the  laft  three  yc^rs.  It  is  univcrfally  acknow- 
ledged, that  vcflcls  huilt  at  Philadelphia  arc  bet- 
to  than  thofe  of  any  other  port  of  the  United 
States.  They  are  more  found,  better  finifhcd,  and 
the  ornaments  arc  handfomer ;  and  they  will  laft, 
^pon  an  average,  from  four  to  five  years  longer 
than  the  veflels  of  the  north.  Moil:  of  the  large 
Teffels  built  at  Philadelphia  have  their  principal 
timber  of  holm-oak. 

The  quality  of  flour,  pot-a(h,  and  in  faft  of 
^1  articles  defigned  for  exportation,  is  here  more 
^^cfully  attended  to  than  at  any  otiicr  port.  In 
a  word,  although  Philadelphia  is  at  the  diftance 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  fea,  and 
tlic  navigation  of  the  Delaware  intcrrypted  for 
one  month  or  two  months,  and  fomctimes  more, 
in  every  year,  it  may  be  reckoned  as  the  moil  con- 
siderable port  of  the  United  States,     It  contains 

e  4  the 
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the  gf catcft  numUcr  of  wealthy  merchants, 
affords  the  moft  ready  market  for  the  fale  of 
dudlions.    * 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  commerce  is  < 
dufted  by  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  v 
I  have  to  fay  of  the  general  commerce  of 
United  States  will  be  applicable  to  it,  and  per! 
in  a  particular  manner,  becaufe  the  commerc 
Philadelphia  is  on  a  larger  fcale,  fpeculations 
more  extenfive,  the  mode  of  living  more  ex 
vagant,  and  the  paffion  for  acquiring  fuc 
wealth  greater  there  than  in  any  other  of 
American  markets. 

BANKS  AT  PHILADELPHIA, 

There  arc  three  banks  at  Philadelphia; 
firft  is  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
its  conftitution,  is  obliged  to  follow  the  fea 
government.  I  ftiall  enter  into  fome  detai 
this  bank  when  I  come  to  fpcak  generally  of 
United  States.  The  other  two  are — the  1 
of  Pcnnfylvania,  and  that  of  North  America 

The  bank  of  Pennsylvania  was  incorporate 
1 793,  by  a  law  of  the  ftate.  Its  capital  is  t 
millions  of  dollars,  divided  into  fcven  thoij 
five  hundred  fhares  of  four  hundred  dollars  c 
The  Ihares  were  bought  by  individuals,  or  < 
panics,  the  ftatc  not  referving  any  fliare,  oi 
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ipowcr  of  acquiring  any,  except  by  fubfcription  in 
t\ic  manner  of  individuals.     This  bank  receives 
depofits ;  and  difcounts  at  one-half  per  cent  per 
month.     It  cannot  fell  any  thing  but  the  public 
funds,  or  cffeAs  that  have  fallen  into  its  hands  for 
advances.     It  cannot  buy  any  thing  but  gold  or 
filver  in  bullion ;  or  the  fliares  of  its  own  cor- 
poration, which  it  muft  never  buy  below  par, 
nor  in  a  greater  quantity  than  fifty  at  a  tifne. 
It  cannot  lend  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  more   than   fifty  thoufand  dollars.     No 
greater  loan  can  be  made  but  in  confcquence  of 
an  cxprefs  law.     It  cannot  circulate,  either  by  its 
own  notes,  or  by  difcount,  or  otherwife,  more 
than  three  millions  of  dollars. 

The  law  incorporating  this  bank,  enjoins  all 
the  receipts  of  the  ftate  to  be  depofited  in  it.  Of 
twenty-five  diredlors  that  form  its  admiqiftration, 
fix  are  nominated  by  the  legiflature,  and  the  other 
luncteen  by  the  proprietors  of  its  (lock.  Eleven 
gP  out  annually  by  rotation.  A  return  of  the 
general  fituation  of  the  bank  is  to  be  made  an- 
liually  to  the  legiflature,  to  be  fubmitted  to  its 
^mination ;  but  the  legiflature  cannot  demand 
W  infpeftion  of  the  accounts  of  individuals ;  and 
the  little  dependence  this  bank  has  on  the  go- 
vcrnnient,  and  the  fidelity  of  its  tranfadions, 
have  placed  it  high  in  the  public  confidence.    Its 
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dividends  arc  from  eight  to  nine  per  cent,  x 
though  a  coniidcrable  ftirplus  is  prudently  accL 
ftiulated.     Shares  in  this  bank  bear  at  prcfent 
premium  of  twenty-five  and  thirty  per  cent. 

The  bank  of  North  America  is  of  an  old* 
date,  the  a<3:  under  which  it  was  incorporate 
having  pafled  in  1 787.  It  was  at  firft  eftablifhc 
in  1/82,  but  was  diffolved  in  1/84.  This  ban 
may  extend  its  capital  to  two  millions  of  dollars 
and  has  the  privilege  of  making  laws,  by  a  coui 
of  its  own  proprietors  and  its  twelve  drreftors,  fc 
its  adminiftration.  But  it  is  bound  by  the  fam 
f  ulcs  in  its  fales  ^d  purchafes  as  the  bank  c 
Penniylvania.  As  the  legiflature,  however,  hz 
placed  no  other  reftriftion  on  this  bank,  and  : 
is  ftill  more  independent  of  the  government  tha 
the  Ban^  of  Pcnnfylvania,  its  character  is  vcr 
great.  It  is  called  The  Quakers  Bank,  bccauJ 
the  greater  part  of  its  original  iubfcribers  wci 
'Quakers ;  its  diredors  are  in  general  of  the  fam 
body ;  and  it  is-  the  bank  at  which  thofc  peopl 
generally  keep  their  cafh.  Its  dinderlds  arc  frot 
fcven  to  eight  per  cent.  The  price  of  origim 
iharcs,  which  was  a  hundred  dollars  for  eacl 
bears  a  premium  of  forty-five  per  cent ;  apd  it  i 
very  feldom  that  a  (hare  is  to  be  fold.  In  1701 
this  bank  lent  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufant 
dollars  to  the  flatc  oi  P^nnfylvania,  on  the  fccu 
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tity  of*  its  public  funds,  and  for  one  year  only ; 
t\w  fum  was  punftually  repaid. 

THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA,— ITS  HOSPITALS. 

MARKETS.  &c. 

Philadelphia  is  not  only  the  fineft  city  of  the 
United  States^  but  may  indeed  be  deemed  one  of 
the  moft  beautiful  cities  in  the  world.  It  cer- 
tainly is  not  ornamented  with  noble  and  antique 
edifices,  like  many  of  the  cities  of  Europe ;  nor 
2rc  the  public  buildings,  with  the  exception  of 
the  ftatc-houfc,  remarkable  either  for  the  beauty 
of  their  architefture  or  their  magnitude ;  but  the 
houfes  arc  all  built  of  fine  brick,  and  have  a 
pleafing  appearance  of  fimplicity  and  neatnels. 
^any  of  them  are  decorated  at  their  bafe,  and 
^und  their  windows,  with  a  white  marble  lightly 
reined,  which  is  found  a  few  miles  from  the  city, 
near  the  Schuylkill,  and  have  flights  of  ftcps  of 
the  fame  piarble.  The  ftreets  arq  wide,  and  are 
generally  planted  with  trees,  and  have  very  com- 
modious pavements.  The  fountains  that  fupply 
the  city  with  vsrater  are  in  great  numbers,  and  in- 
deed exceed  any  thing  of  that  nature  in  Europe. 
We  have  nothing  to  regret  here  but  the  want  of 
^oblc  fquarcs ;  nor  any  confidcrable  nuifance  to 
^mplain  of  but  the  burial  places,  which  are  often 
^  the  moft  crowtled  parts  of  the  city. 
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This  nuifancc  is  indeed  a  very  ieriouscvil ; 
it  cannot  be  doubted,  is  the  caufc  of  much  fi 
ncfi  in  a  citv,  where  the  heat  of  the  fummer 
fo  great  for  three  months  as  at  Philadelphia, 
has  been  in  agitation  to  prohibit  burial  places 
tlie  citv ;  but  the  matter  has  never  been  tr 
with  the  decifionthat  the  importance  of  the  fu 
jc<5l  requires. 

The  narrcnvncfs  of  the  quays  is  another  can^ 
of  the  unhealthinefi  of  tliis  city,  and  is  one  whi 
it  will  be  more  difficult  to  remove  than  the  f< 
mer.  This  defect  cannot  be  remedied,  but  at  t 
cxpcrice  of  an  entire  llrect  extending  along 
river  and  crov/dcd  with  the  counting-houfes  a 
warehoufes  of  the  merchants.  This  ftreet  is  ni 
to  be  found  in  the  plan  traced  by  Penn,  which 
cxadlly  followed  as  far  as  it  extended.  But  th 
city  is  incrcafcd  on  the  borders  of  the  Delaware 
both  to  the  right  and  left.  The  buildings  at 
extended  beyond  the  ground  which  he  marked 
out  between  the  Delaware  and  the  Schuylkill  ; 
but  the  incrcai'e  of  commerce  gave  a  new  direc- 
tion to  buildings  of  late  years;  fo  that  the  city, 
although  large,  does  not  occupy  half  the  groimd 
between  the  two  rivers,  and  it  is  not  probable 
that  it  will  extend  farther  towards  the  Schuylkill. 
The  prcfcnt  population  of  Philadelphia  ainounts 
to  fcvcnty  thoufand  inhabitants. 
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I  Ihall  endeavour  to  avoid  the  repeating  of  cir- 

mftanccs  relative  to  this  city  that  arc  known  to 

-cry  one.     Its  prifons  are  the  only  public  efta- 

blilhmcnts  which  arc  fuperior  to  the  fame  kind 

in.   France  and  England ;  its  hofpitaU,  libraries, 

cc^lleges,  literary  and  philofophical  ibcicties,  arc 

iz&fcrior  to  thofc  of  the  old  world,  and  indeed 

m.iaft  long  continue  to  be  fo  ;  but  if  wc  confider 

iio'w  few  years  have  pafl'ed  fmce  this  city  was 

foxinded,  and  how  ilill  Ihortcr  the  fpace  of  time 

is  fincc  Pennfylvania,  with  the  other  ftatcs,  be- 

caxne  free,  and  was  therefore  able  to  -employ  all 

its  icfourccs,  wc  fhall  be  furprifed  at  the  degree 

of  improvement  wc  find  in  Philadelphia ;  and  it 

ought  not  to  be  concealed,  that  the  difpofition  of 

^hc  inhabitants  tends  to  facilitate  the  progrcfs  of 

the  arts  and  fciences ;  which,  however,  with  every 

advantage,  demand  time  to  bring  them  to  per- 

^'^<^(m.     Neither  ought  it  to  be  overlooked,  that 

^c  Quakers  arc,  in  every  part  of  the  llatc,  the 

^oft  fteady  and  zealous  promoters  of  every  plan 

^w  the  public  happincfs.  Their  influence  at  Phi- 

Wclphia  is  greater  than  in  other  parts,  becs^ufe  of 

tWr  numbers.     They  are  calculated  to  amount 

fi^m  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  to  one  thoufand 

fcvcn  hundred  families  in  that  city, 

The  majority  of  the  governors  of  the  hofpital 

of  Peuniylvania  are  Quakers.     The  economy  of 

'.  t  this 


I 


Q4  TRAVELS  THROITOH 

this  hofpital  is  not,  however,  fo  pcrfe<fl  s 
ftiould  expert.     The  patients  are  too  much 
glcd  together.   There  arc  fix  of  the  phyficij 
Philadelphia  who  attend  the  hofpital  gratuit 
Two  of  thefe  attend  together,  and  make  bu 
viiits  in  the  week.    They  take  this  office  by ' 
two  bcirtg  changed  every  two  months.  The 
two  pupils  refiding  in  the  houfe,  v/ho  fee  th( 
fgriptions  adminiftered ;  and  it  is  very  fcldon 
any  of  the  fick  have  the  aid  of  the  phyfi 
except  on  the  vifiting  days.     I  fpeak  of  poc 
ti?nts,  who  are  admitted  gratis ;  for  the  fun 
this  hofpital  are  fo  fmall,  that  many  of  tfc 
tients  are  obliged  to  pay  the  phyfician,  and 
the  phyficians  vifit  when  fent  for. 

In  1775,  the  hofpital  received  feventy  pa 
gratis ;  but,  although  its  revenues  are  not 
nifhed  fince  that  period,  the  increafe  of  the 
of  provifions,  and  of  the  wages  of  the  pcrion 
ployed  in  thp  hofpital,  is  fo  great,  that  at  p3 
it  can  take  no  more  than  thirty  patieftts  { 
The  rcfl;,  to.  the  number  of  fixty-one,  pay 
admitted  in  the  following  proportions- 
three  to  four  dollars  per  week  for  a  place  i 
common  room ;  fix  dollars  for  a  room  with 
than  one  bed  ;  and  eight  dollars  for  a  room 
Cfom  others ;  the  two  lail  daiies  moremre 
IhepkyficiaOt         ....    .    . 
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Xnfanc  perlbns  are  taken  into  this  hofpital, 
TVicy  wer^  formerly  kept  in  apartments  under 
ground ;  but  at  prcfent  they  arc  in  a  new  build- 
ing, which  is  fpacious  and  airy.  The  degree  of 
liberty  they  are  allowed,  and  tlic  cleanlincfs  of 
their  apartments,  daily  incrcafcs  the  number  of 
thofc  who  leave  the  hofpital  cured.  The  econo* 
my  of  this  part  of  the  hofpital  is  indeed  admir- 
able ;  two  years  fincc  it  was  a  fubjccS  of  difguft. 

Dr.  Rush,  one  of  the  phyficians  of  whom 
I  made  inquiries  concerning  the  caufcs  which 
brought  patients  of  this  kind  to  the  hofpital,  at- 
tributed oae  half  to  the  exccflive  drinking  of 
^iritous  liquors ;  a  fourth  to  devotion ;  and  a 
^Q^allcr  portion  to  love.   It  is  to  be  fuppofed  that 
^b.cfe  obicryations  were  accurate,  as  they  were 
^«ide  from  au. examination  of  the  books  of  the 
*^c>ipital.    That  part  which  concerns  the  exccflive 
^i liking  of  fpiritous.  HqyorS  is  confirmed  by  daily 
^^'^^^)ericiice.     It  is  a  common  cafe,  for  a  man, 
**^^^  fach  An  excefs,  to  be  fcveral  days  fuccef- 
^^dy  in  ^  ftajte  of  insanity ;  which  very  rarely 
J^^ppcns  fforn  exccflive  drinking  of  wine.     The 
P^adnels  occaiic^ed  by  religion  is  moil  frequent 
^Sltiongft  £b<^  whole  dogmas  are  extravagant,  and 
^bo  aiFe6):  their  dif<;iplcs  more  with  tcrrqr  than 
l^ith  hope.     Th^  derai^gemcnt  proceeding  froin 
)ove  id  moi^  fireqiient  with  the  women  than  the 
:...    •  men: 


0  TKAVBLS  THROtTGH 

men ;  and  the  patients  of  that  clafs  are  chic 
girls  betrayed  or  defcrted  by  their  lovers.  T 
number  of  infanc  patients,  the  laft  time  I  vifit 
the  hofpital,  was  forty-five. 

Dr.  Ru(h  is  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  phy 
cians  in  Philadelphia.    He  is  reproached  with 
extreme  partiality  for  bleeding;  and  it  is  a 
tain  that  he  is  by  no  means  fparing  of  the  pra 
tice.     He  is  alfo  accufed  of  being  \vedded 
lyftem ;  but  this  reproach  is  more  likely  to  pr 
cced  from    the  envy  common  in  Philadelph: 
as  in  otlicr  places,  than  any  other  caufe.     I 
Rufh  has  certainly  more  pradice  than  any  oth 
phWician    in   Philadelphia;     he    is- a   man 
talent,  and  one  of  the  beft  informed  men 
America.     Both  his  writings  and  actions  pro^ 
that  he  has  the  welfare  of  the  human  race 
heart.     His  zeal  and  courage  during  the  prev 
Icnce  of  the  yellow  fever,  were  not  to  be  iul 
ducd  by  danger  or  difficulty.  In  1 792,  he  near 
fell  a  viftim  to  that  terrible  fcourge.     A  wcm 
which .  he  wrote  on  that  difeafe  met  with  mai^ 
opponents,  efpecially  among  perfons  of  his  ow 
profeffion.    Dr.  Rulh  publiflied  a  letter  in  1 70^ 
recommending  the  fupprefling  of  the  puniil: 
ment  of  death;  and  the   happy   refult  of  th 
change  in  that  relpcft  in  the  criminal  code  c 
Penriiylvania,  is  fufficient  proof  pf  the  wifdomc 
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lis  tT^onlation,    There  are  other  political  papjprsv . 
of  Dr-  Itulh,  abounding  with  beneficent  and  va^*^^'" 
luable  Icntimcnts.  / 

The  almshoufe  is  as  little  to  be  commended 

for  the  nature  of  its  management  as  the  hofpital. 

Its  economy  is  not  influenced  by  thofe  iextcn- 

fivc  views,  which  in  a  great  llate  ought  to  have 

aprmcipaliharc  inthe  fiid  given  to  the  pck)r. 

The  principdl  market  cJf  Philadelphia  excites 

-  the  attention  of  every  foreigner.     It  is  a  long 

building,  conflxuftcd  of  brick,  and  fupported  by 

pSl^  •  of  brick.    The  aUcys  are  paved-     It  Aaild$ 

"in  the  large  ftreet  v^rhich  feparates  the  north  and  ; 

^3^  quarter  of  the  city.     Here  are  to  be  found 

all  forts  of  provifions ;  butcher-meat,  poultry,  ve- 

pttbfes,  &c. — flowers^  roots,  and  trees  are  alio 

\^  fdd  in  this  market.     As  provifions  arc  fold  no 

where  but  in  this,  and  three  or  four  markets  in 

other  parts  of  the  city,  this  market  is  greatly 

crowded  for  three  or  four  hours  in  the  morning  ; 

but  although  the  paflages  fometimes  are  almofl 

diokcd  up  with  people,  the  noife  is  very  inconfi-^ 

derable.    Every  one  makes  his  market  with  little 

or  no  difputc ;  provifions  are  fo  abundant,  and 

the  venders  fo  ijumcrous,  that  the  purchafer  who 

k  diilatisfied  has  but  a  ilep  or  two  to  make  to 

lonfuit  his  caprice,  or  to  endeavour  to  make  a        ♦ 

jf  bargain.     The  prodigious  quantity  of  pro- 

Vol.  IV.  H  vifions 
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vifions  of  all  fortsin  this  market  bc^ts  no  offes 
five  fmcU ;  the  tables  are  fcraped  and  waihei 
every  day,  and  the  paflagcs  arc  kept  thoroudil; 
clean.  One  is  at  firfl  aftonilhcd  to  fee  inch  per 
fe(5l  cleanlinefs,  where  there  are  {o  many  almoi 
unavoidable  caufcs  of  iilth. 

A  great  quantity  of  the  proviiions  fold  at  Phi 
ladclphia  is  brought  liipt}'  miles ;  it  is  conveyed  L 
covered  waggons  that  arrive  in  the  night.  Tla 
horfcs  arc  unharnciTcd,  and  ftand  round  the  cart. 
with  hay  before  them,  which  the  farmer  alwiqi 
brings  with  him,  to  (ave  expcnccs  at  the  inns 
Sometimes  there  are  more  tlian  a  hundred  c 
thcfe  waggons  ftanding  at  the  upper  part  of  tb 
ftrcet  in  vshich  the  great  market  is  iitoatee 
Sometimes  the  farmers  retail  their  provifior 
thcmfclvcs,  from  their  carts,  w^hich  bring  vca- 
pork,  poiiltr}',  game,  butter,  and  cheefe,  as  wc= 
as  articles  of  agriculture,  and  even  the  produSI 
of  induftr}\ 

Jerfey  furnifties  the  markets  of  Philadelphia 
with  many  articles,  particularly  hams,  poultiy- 
butter,  and  vegetables.  It  is  a  pleafmg  objeA,  ti 
fee  the  perfect  order  that  prevails  in  the  markets 
and  it  is  worthy  of  regard,  that  the  whole  prd 
cccds  from  the  difpofition  of  the  people,  for  th< 
public  police  never  has  occafion  to  interfere  u 
thefc  places.     I  am  compelled  to  own,  howcTCi 

tha 
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"tKat  having  paflcd  three  winters  in  Philad€lj)hia, 

I  have  perceived  a  gradual  change  taking  place 

in  this  rcfpedl^  and  alfo  in  the  tranquillity  that 

formerly  reigned  at  night  in  the  ftrcets.    In  1 7Q4, 

it  was  uncommoil  to   cncountcif  any   bddy  at 

night,  and  Hill  more  to  hear  any  noifc  after  cle^ 

vcn  o'clock.     The  noife  in  the  (breets  continues 

now  till  a  much  later  hour.     Philadelphia  i8>  i A 

deed,  departing  very  widely  from  fimplicity  of 

^nanncrs. 

This  city >  being  at  a  great  dittance  from  the 
feftf  is  ill  provided  with  filh.  Rociji/ky  which  is 
*  long  fifli  with  very  white  flefh>  and  does  'not 
wfcmble  any  fifh  of  Europe  that  I  know,  is  th* 
wily  one  that  is  to  be  found  throughout  the  year 
at  Philadelphia.  The  epicures,  however,  caufe  a 
^cty  of  filh  to  be  brought  from  New  York. 

The  Ktit  of  the  ihops  in  the  market-place  is 
wieofthe  revenues  of  the  city,'  and  produces 
about  eight  thoufand  dollars.  '  The  other  re-^ 
^ues  of  the  city  arc^r-^a  tax  upon  taverns,  a  tax 
^pon  quays,  and  a  tax  on  property  of  the  fame 
.  kind  as  that  laid  in  the  counties. 

The  amount  of  thefe  taxes  varies  with  cir- 

cumftanccs;  the  principal  fource  of  their   In- 

crcafc  is  the  conftruAion  of  public  buildings. 

•The  taxes  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  1 700, 

amounted  to  fixteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  dol^ 

H  2  lars ; 
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lar$ ;  in  1 7§3f  to.  twenty  thoufand  three  faundn 
#i>d  thirty- two  doUars;  in  17Q4,  to  twcnty-nii 
thou&ndfive  hundnsd  ddlars;  in  1 706,  totwentj 
eight  thoufand  fix  hundred  dollars.  They  wg 
left  in  1 796  and  in  1 7Qf ;  hut  I  do  not  know  tl 
exad  amount  of  theie  years. 

Sopfie  Judgmient  may  be  formed  of  the  m 
menfe  incrcaic  oif  wealth  in  Philadelphia  by  tl 
r^pid  increafe  of  the  computied  value  of  ardcb 
fubjcft  to  taxation.  In  1790,  it  amounted  1 
nincty-eight  million  fix  h\mdred  and  feveat] 
four  thoufand  and  fixty  dollars  ;  and  in  1705»  1 
one  hundred  million  five  hundred  and  thin 
thoufapd  feven  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars.  J 
1707*  it  exceeded  that  computation  by  mo 
than  two  millions  of  dollars ; — the  computatii 
being  throughout  made  upon  the  fame  principle 
The  quantity  of  articles  fubjeft  to  taxation  ii 
ereafing  rapidly  in  this  city^  as  it  aHb  do 
throughout  the  whole  ilate«  and  the  expences 
the  city  continually  decreaitng,  becaufe  they  ha 
been  heretofore  greatly  augmented  by  the  00: 
flrui^ion  of  public  edifices,  bridges,.  &c.  the  ic 
pofls,  already  low,  muil  nece^arily  decreafe. 

There  is  no  city  of  the  United  States  whc 

articles  of  confumption  arc  to  be  found  in  fui 

great  abundance  as  at  Philadelphia^  even  to  almc 

all  articles  of  luxury.     Many  fliops  are  ais  w 

....  funuih' 
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fimlfkcd  as  thofc  of   Paris  or  London.     Tba 

tiadefmen  are  polite  and  obHging ;  and  not  at  all 

prdfing  for  their  money,  wlien  they  are  affiircd 

of  the  folvency  of  their  cuftomcrs,  at  leaft  I  barer 

found  it  fb.     The  workmen  are  expert  j   but,  as 

they  can  canfi  a  great  deal,  they  do  not  labtmr 

with  the  fame  conftancy  as  workmen  in  Eav 

«)pc,  and  frequently  make  a  purchaier  wait  long 

for  the    execution   of  an  order.     Every  thing 

in  America,  more  particularly  at  Philadelphia,  is 

.    much  dearer  than  in  Europe.  A  workman,  hired 

by  the  day,  receives  a  dollar  per  day,  beiides  his 

Wd ;  the  wages  of  ordinary  domcilics,  who  are 

for  the  moft  part  negroes,  are  from  ten  to  twelve 

A)Uars  per  month,  beiides  board  and  wafhing.  A 

fomalc  fervant,  of  the  moft-ordinary  kind,  has 

^ddlar  per  week.  Board  is  from  eight  to  twelve 

AJlan  per  week,  without  wine,  fire,  or  candles; 

The  rent  of  the  fmallcil  houfe,  in  a  remote  part 

of  the  city,  is  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 

Acrcat  of  large  houfcs,  in  good  fituations,  is 

fr>ni  two  thoutond  five  hundred  to  three  thou- 

.    &xd  dollars.     Beef  cofts  from  ten  to  thirtccnr 

I    pence  per  pound ;  and  a  couple  of  fowls  often 

i   ihorc  than  a  dollar.  Other  things  are  in  the  lame 

^  proportion.     The  value  of  the  ground  in  Phila-^ 

h  delphia  diners  according  to  its  fituation ;  it  is 

'  ^by  the  feet  in  fronts  accordingto  its  depth. 

H  3     /Cq^&\  a  piece 
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A  piece  of  ground  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  fe 
depths  in  the  moft  frequented  part  of  the  cit 
brings  from  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars 
two  hundred  ^d  fixty  per  foot.  At  the  ci 
of  ftreiet?  not  complicated,  they  aik  only  fro 
twenty-four  to  thirty  dollars  per  foot ;  and  b 
Jtwcen  thefe  extreme  fituations  the  medium  pri 
is  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twcn 
dollars. 

Of  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadclphi 
thofc  in  the  plain  arc  fandy  and  fteril,  the  hi 
near  the  Schuylkill  arc  fandy  and  full  of  fton< 
although  a  little  ftronger.  But  the  b^dncfs 
the  lands  does  not  prevent  their  felling  for  a  hi: 
price,  as  they  arc  almoft  entirely  cngroiTed  1 
country  houfes  by  the  wealthy  inhabitants,  oft 
city.  Their  price  is  fron;!  one  hundred  and  fii 
to  one  thoufand  two  hundred  dollars  per  ac 
including  the  buildings,  according  to  their  {itx 

•  •  .       •       ■      • 

tion  and  other  ciraimftanccs.  To  the  fouth 
the  city  the  land,  lying  betvyeen  the  Delaw 
and  the  Schuylkill,  having  been  formerly  cove: 
with  water,  is  a  fine  foil  from  twenty  to  twcn 
five  feet  in  depth,  but  always  very  wef.  It  p 
duces  a  natural  grafs  of  the  befl  quality  in  gr 
abundance^  being  enriched  by  the  mud  left  fr 
the  overflowing  of  the  rivers;  and  might  be  grca 
improved  by  being  drained,  but  thb  is  not  d( 


V. 
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te  the  want  of  hands.  It  is  fddom  that  eftates 
uc  to  be  fold  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadel- 
phia, the  proprietors  being  tempted  to  keep  them 
in  their  hands  by  their  conftant  cncreafe  in  value; 
and  they  arc  very  rarely  let  to  tenants  for  more 
than  a  year  or  two  years.'  The  grafs-lands  arc 
generally  ufcd  to  fatten  oxen  ;  their,  rent  is  from 
tvvcnty-four  to  twenty-eight  dollars  per  acre. 
Lands  that  bear  Indian  com,  grain,  and  potatoes, 
w  let  at  the  iamc' price. 

MAXXRRS  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Philadelphia  is  univcrfally  accufcd  of  pofleiT- 
^  left  hofpitality  than  any  other  city  in  the 
United  States ;  and  it  may  be  allowed  to  defervc 
tills  reproach.  The  excufe  of  the  inhabitants  is, 
"^c  great  concourfe  there  is  always  here  of  ftranr 

r  8^13,  who  would  too  greatly  occupy  the  time  of 
tinar  hofts  if  too  much  encouragement  wxre  given 
to  vilits.  The  tme  reafon  is,  the  inccflant  atten- 
^  that  Is  paid  in  Philadelphia,  more  than  in  . 
^y  other  part  of  the  world,  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  wealth  ;  which  paffion  is  not  diminiflied 
tv^n  by  the  poflcflion  of  the  grcatcft  fortune.  . 
To  mend  hiij  cif  cun>llancc6  is  the  predominant . 

idea  of  every  mai>  ji)  this  country.     This  mer-. 

captile  notion,  of  QQc^flity,  confines  within  him- 

ielf  the  man  whom  it  influences ;  and  jgiyes  him 

H  4  no 
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no  time  nor  taftc  for  the  plcaiurcs  of  ibcicti- 
What  is  juftly  csSXcAJbdety  does  not  cxift  in  thi 
city.  The  vanity  of  wealth  is  common  enough 
The  rich  man  loves  to  fhew  the  ftrangcr  hi 
fplendid  furniture,  his  fine,  Englilh  glafs,  and  ex 
quifite  china.  But  when  th?  ftranger  has  one 
viewed  the  parade  in  a  ceremonious  dinner,  h 
is  difmiffed  for  fome  other  new-comer,  who  ha 
not  yet  fecn  the  magnificence  of  the  hoafe  nc 
tafted  the  old  Madeira  that  has  been  twice  a 
thrice  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  And  then,  a  new  fac 
is  always  more  welcome  than  an  old  one  to  hin 
who  has  little  to  fay  to  either. 

The  real  ftate  of  fociety  at  Philadelphia  is  itt 
eluded  in  invitations  to  great  dinners,  and  tea 
to  all  who-arrive  from  Europe — Englifh,  French 
inhabitants  of  every  country,  men  of  every  clal 
and  of  every  kind  of  charafter,  philofbphcK 
priefts,  literati,  princes,  dcntifts,  wits,  and  idiot 
And  the  next  day  the  idolized  ftranger  is  nc 
known  in  the  ftreet,  except  he  be  wealthy,  «fpc 
cially  in  money ;  when,  indeed,  the  politenci 
of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  continues  to  cxil 
as  long  as  the  ftranger  can  purchafe  cftatcs,  an 
even  beyond  that  term,  for  the  homage  paid  t 
wealth  is  a  worftiip  in  which  all  lefts  unite. 

To  the  ordinary  defeds  of  fociety  in  Philadel 
phia^  is  to  be  added  the  intempeitttiCe  of  poi&ic 

Th 
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TKe  Engliihr  Influence  prevails  in  the  firftcircfcs; 
and  prevails  with  great  intolerance. 

Pcribns  of  wealth  here,  who  careflcd  the  agents 
of  Kobefpierre,  when  that  monftcr  extirpated  all 
A€  Worth  his  power  could  reach,  are  the  avowed 
(Snemies  of  France,  now  that  her  government  in- 
clines to  mildncfs  and  humanity.  It  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  the  American  commerce  has  fufFcred 
gready  from  French  privateers ;  and  we  cannot 
therefore  be  furprized,  cither  at  the  ifl  humour 
^*^  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  or  their  mode 
o^  cxpreffiiig  it. 

Having  given  this  ikctch  of  the  temper  of  tlie 
P^c^lc  of  Philadelphia,  I  am  compelled  to  lay, 
^Vrcver  correifl  it  may  be,  that  many  fknillics 
^^  to  be  f&ai&d  who  form  exceptions,  and  are 
'^^ithcr  tainted  with  the  gerteral  vices  of  this 
P^^cci  nor  inflamed  with  the:  prcfcnt  ipirit  of 
P^rty.  What  1  hare  iaid  is  without  ill  wilU  I 
"*vc  no  perTonal  complaint  to  nf>ake.  But  I 
^P'Sak  without  peferve :  for  why  fhould  I  wtite, 
^  it  were  not  to  communicate  truth  ? 

Before  all  thofe  to  whom  I  feel  nayfclf  indebted 

^^r  their  kindnefs,  I  have  to  place  the  family  of 

Cmew,     Benjamin  Chew,  the  head  of  this 

T'tfpeAablc  family,  who  is  a  man  in  years,  unites 

to  an  undferflanding,  naturally  penetrating,  and 

IWely,  great  inforniadon,  an  axniablc  temper,  a 
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noble  gcneroiity,  and  the  iimpliefl  of  manners. 
His  large  family  is  univcrlally  eftccmed ;  and  ir 
no  quarter  of  the  world  is  there  any  one  mon 
eftimable.  I  was  received  by  him  as  a  brother 
and  my  heart  is  filled  with  fentiments  of  efteem 
gratitude,  and  low.  for  him,  that  will  go  wit! 
me  to  the  grave ;  and  I  hope  he  will  pardon  mj 
expredion  of  thofe  fentiments  in  this  place. 

To  name  every  one  from  whom  I  have  re- 
ceived office3  of  kindnefs  would  be  to  tre^ai! 
too  much  on  my  reader ;  and  I  mufl:  be  iatisfiec 
with  indulging  myfelf  with  a  rcnr^embrance  o! 
their  fricndfhip. 

Notwithftanding  the  defeftivc  ftate  of  focietj 
in  Philadelphia,  this  city  is  perhaps  the  moii 
agreeable  of  the  United  States  for  a  foreigner 
The  refidcnce  of  the  members  of  Congrcfs  wil 
cnabje  him  to  gather  information  on  the  di^pren^ 
parts  of  this  interefting  country;  'and,  in  facS;,  tc 
travel  through  its  different  dates  with  great  ad- 
vantage to  his  enquiries.  Although. in  Pbiladel 
phia,  as  throughout  America,  no  one*  is  fuffi- 
ciently  free  from  employment  to  give  himiel 
wholly  to  letters  or  tliie  fcienccs,,  this  city  con- 
tains, more  than  any  other,  peribns  who  cultivate 
them,  and  whofe  fociety  is  extremely  intercAini 
when  thofe  fubje<£b  are  difcuffcd.  There. is  i 
philofophical  fociety  hcre>  and  a  large  and  valu* 

abl( 
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^te  library.  There  is  alfo  a  mufeum  which 
\^s  an  ahnoft  complete  collc<ftion  of  the  mine* 
tals  and  animals  of  North  America.  This  fine 
colkdion  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Peal-e.  His 
intelligence,  and  indefatigable  indiiftry  for  twenty 
years  in  the  forming  this  coUcftion, ,  have  liip- 
plied  the  want  of  means  that  a  more  ample  for- 
tune would  have  readily  furaiilhed,  and  entitle 
him  to  aid  in  his  undertaking  .trom  the  govern- 
mcnt. 

The  profufion  and  luxury  of  Philadelphia,  on 
great  days,  at  the  tables  of  the  wealthy,  in  their 
^►quipagcs,   and  the  dreflcs  of  their  wives  and 
daughters,  arc,  as  I  have  obfcrvcd,  extreme.     I 
^vc  fcen  balls  on  the  Prefident's  birth-day  where 
^c  fplcndor  of  the  rooms,  and  the  variety  and 
nchncis  of  the  dreifes  did  not  fuffcr  in  compari- 
son with  Europe ;  and  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  beauty  of  the  AmiBrican  ladies  has  the 
,id\'aiitage  in  the  comparifon.     The  young  wo- 
nicn  of  Philadelphia  are  aocomplifhcd  in  diiFcr- 

'  cnt  degrees,  but  beauty  is  general  with  them. 
They  want  the  eafc  and  falhion  of  French  wo- 
men ;  but  the  hriliiiancy  of  their  complexion  is 
infinitely  fuperior.  Even  when  they  grow  old 
thcv  arc  ftill  handfome  :  and  it  would  be  no  ex- 

\    aeration  to  fey,  iij  the  numerous  affcmblics  of 
fhiJadclphia  it  is  imppffiblc  to  meet  with  what  is 

called 


103  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

called  a  plain  woman.     As  to  the  young  men= 
they  for  the  mofi:  paft  feem  to  bdongto  another 
ipecies. 

Wealth  makes  all  the  diftinAion  of  ^lafles  !■■ 
Philadelphia,  The  great  merchants,  and  the  law"~ 
yers  who  are  at  the  head  of  their  profeffion,  hol^" 
the  firft  rank.  Different  claflfes  \^ry  rarely  mingi — 
together.  The  Quakers  live  among  themfclvc^s 
and  in  a  retired  manner.  But  gay  colours  plcaC^ 
the  young  Quaker-ladies  ;  and  art  indeed 
enemies  of  the  fctl.  The  toilette  is  the  fubjcft 
much  uneafuicls  to  the  old  people,  whether  proh 
bitcd  or  tolerated  by  them.  But  whether  prohL^ 
bited  or  not,  the  young  and  handfome  Quaker^ 
girls  will  facrifice  to  the  toilette,  and  call  them^ 
felves  Half-quakers ;  and,  it  mull  be  confeiTcd^ 
they  arc  the  grcatcft  favourites  with  our  ibc^ 
The  young  men  among  the  Quakers,  who  woulc^ 
make  themfelves  agreeable  to  tht/emak  de/erters;^ 
powder  and  Ihapc  their  drefs  accordingly ;  an(^ 
the  fcA  is  contiaually  lofmg  fomc  of  thoie  that9 
ihould  be  its  pillars  by  the  effed:  of  a  ribband  or^ 
gown, 

Profufion  is  not  confined  to  the  higher  ran](s. 
It  fpreads  among  the  fervants  ;  and  evxn  reaches 
the  negroes.  Both  one  and  the-  other  give  their 
balls,  which  arc  deftitute  of.  the .  charming  fim- 
plicity  of  the  fetes  of  oiur  pcaiant9«    Variety  of 

rqfrelh- 
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lefrelhmeiits,  good  fuppers,  and  fine  iitcffhi  dxft- 
unguifli  them.     A  female  negro  fervant,  wkofe 
wages  arc  -one  dollar  per  week,  will,  at  tbeie 
balls,  have  a  drefs  that  cofts  fixty  dollare.     They 
never  go  but  m  coaches  to  thefe  b^ls,  whkb 
4rc  Yciy  frcqueot.  On  Sundays  the  puUic-houies 
in  the  environs  of  the  city  are  croudcd  With  In- 
surers and  little  fljopkeepcrs,  who  dfrequciitly 
^otne  in  a  chair,  with  their  whole  fafnily^  Mtd 
^'ill  expend  from  three  to  four  dollars  /or  ;thc 
^*^ys  entertainment.     It  is  not  to  hoard  that  the 
-'^^iiericans  are  rapacious  ;  their  improvidence  has 
*till  all  the  charaAer  of  colonifts. 

There  is  a  theatre  at  Philadelphia,  in  defpight 

^  the  many  and  vehement  petitions  prcfented 

^S^nft  it  by  the  Quakers  and  diiTcnting  mini- 

^^Ts.   It  is  generally  croudcd  ;  not  that  the  adors 

^*^^  good,  but  it  is  a  place  where  people  can  af* 

*^^:ftble  and  exhibit  themfelves.     There  are  from 

'^^cnty  to  twenty-five  ftage-coaches,  that  either 

5^   from  or  arrive  at  Philadelphia  every   day* 

*^licy  arc  mean  and  incommodious  carriages; 

but  arc  light,  and  travel   very   quickly.     The 

»oric8  are  good  in  Pennsylvania ;  and  there  are 

fct3  belonging  to  fomc  of  the  ftage-coaches  that 

ttt  not  iiirpaffcd  by  any  in  Europe. 

The  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  hke  thofe  of 
the  whdb  State  of  Pennfylvwia^  arc  a  mixture 

of 
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of  all'  ihe  nations  of  Europe/  The  Ertgliflis 
in  the  grcatcft  number.  The  counties  of  Pcni 
iylvania>  bejrond  the  Sufquehannah,  and  at 
greater  diilance  from  Philadelphia  than  the  rc! 
are  little  influenced  by  the  political  opinions 
the  capital,  which,  as  I  have  faid,  are  in  fav 
of  England. 

'  There  are  a  great  many  newfpapers  publiih< 
in  Philadelphia ;  whence  they  are  fpread  throuj 
all  the  ftate. 

Twenty-eight  places  of  worfliip  hold' the  d 

•  ____  . 

£crent  fefts  of  Philadelphia.    The  Quakers  ha 
fix.    One  of  thefe  belongs  to  the  Free-qiiakers ; 
body  expelled  from  the  reft,  for  having  carrii 
arms,  and  accepted  offices  under  the  governmci 
of  the  State,  or  that  of  the  Union,  durmg  tl 
ftruggle  for  Independence.     This  body  does  n 
differ  from  the  feA,  except  in  a  relaxation 
ccdeiiaftical  difcipline.    There  is  a  place  of  wc 
fiiip  called  the  African  Chxurch,  fct  apart  for  t 
negroes  ;  who  go^  notwithftanding,  to  the  oth 
churches  at  their  pleafure.     The  clergyman 
the  African  church  is  himfclf  a  negroe.     He 
joined  to  the  clergy  on  aU  occafions  where  th( 
aficmble  in  a  body. 

The  Quakers  have  eftabliilied  here  two  chari< 
fchools  for  the  negroes,  where  they  are  taught ' 
read,  write,  and  caft  accounts.     But  anKmg  tl 

wi 
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v^fc  and  beneficent  laws  of  the  State  of  Pennfyl-^ 
vania^  one  fees  with  pain  that  no  provifion  is  yet 
made  for  the  crefting  of  ichools  for  the  educa-^ 
tion  of  children  at  the  public  expencc,  like  thofe 
of  New  England.    The  legiilature^iindeed^  is  en- 
gaged on  a  plan  of  this  nattrre.     The  .Quakers, 
it  is  faid,  oppofe  thcfe  foundations,  becaufe  they 
have  fchools  of  their  own,-  being  unwilling  to 
ni  ingle  their  children  with  the  children  of  other 
pciiiiafions ;  and  becaufe  they  would  cither  be 
^^rnpcUed  to  abandon  this  policy  or  maintain 
^cix  own  fchools  at  an  excliifive  expence,  while 
^^cy  would  pay  a  general.. tax  to  thofe  of  the 
Public,     r  cannot  liippofe  this  oppoiition  to  be 
^^b1  ;  or,  if  fo,  that  it  can  continue  long.     The 
'tutc  that  feels  the  importance  of  public  fchools 
^^^U,  in  the  end,  gain  the  viAory ;  and,  no  doubt, 
'^^o  Quakers  themfelves  will  not  be  backward  in 
^^tnowlcdging  the  injuftice  and  mifchicvous  ef- 
^*^  of  their  pretenfions. 

I  cannot  conclude  what  I  ha\e  to  fay  of  Phi- 

^^clphia  without  obferving,  that  here,  and  al- 

^^olt  in  every  other  part   of  America  through 

^^l^ich  I  have  paflcd,  I  have  frcquentiy  heard  the 

^^rne  of  M.  de  la  Rochefoucault  pronoun- 

^d,  with  a  profound  veneration  for  his  memory, 

^^d  fincere  forrow  for  his  fate.     Although  he 

^vcr  vifited  the  United  States,  he  was  known 

as 


JIS  TRA;VELfli  XHUQUOH  ;  J      : 

«$  a  Frenchman  who  fhewed  the  AvongeA.  ^t* 
tachiwtnt  to  their  independence.  They  named 
bmi  their  frkni ;  and  my  connection  with  him 
by  Uood  procured  me  in  more  than  one  familj 
the  kindeft  and mofl:  diltinguiihed  reception. 

Having  no  other  palTion  than  that  of  doinj 
good>  and  poilc^Bng  at  once  the  private  virtues 
as  well  as  thofe  that  fit  us  to  ierve  the  public 
he  had  a  modefly^  approaching  to  a  diffidence  o 
himfelf^  that  increpfed  the  luftre  of  all  his  greai 
qualities.  His  mind  was  noUe,  and  independent 
and  he  worihipped  liberty  long  before  her  nam( 
was  openly  pronounced  in  France*  Withou 
mixture  in  his  view^^  as  without  ibaxn  in  his  cosi- 
duA^  he  is  perhaps  the  only  example  of  an  cmi 
nent  man  in  the  French  Revolution  whofe  cha^ 
rafter  calumny  did  not  impeach.  Yet  was  thi 
man  murdered  ! — •murdered  in  the  prefence  o 
the  tcndereft  of.  mothers^  and  the  mnft  amiable 
of  wives;  by  wretches  calling  themfelves  patriots 
hired  by  monfters  more  detcftable  than  thofe 
and  who  alfo  called  themfelves  patriots !  Frana 
fliuddercd  at  this  crime,  when  it  was  commit- 
ted ;  and,  even  in  thofe  fatal  times,  when  tcrroi 
compelled  men  to  belie  their  conlciences,  no  on< 
yy^  found  to  fay,  that  his  death  was  not  a  pub- 
lic misfortune.  I  have  no  doubt,  when  the  re- 
prclcntativcs   of  the  French  nation  ihall  be  ai 

libert] 
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liberty  to  decree  the  homage  of  public  regret  to 
the  memory  of  juft  citizens  that  intrigue  and 
cruelty  (hatched  from  their  country,  the  name 
of  M.  dc  la  Rochefoucault  will  be  among  the 
lirft  that  will  be  heard.  SuCh  a  decree  will  do 
honour  to  the  French  nation ;  and  I  fhall  be  par- 
doned, I  hope,  for  pouring  forth  my  ibul  on  this 
iubjeft.  To  be  proud  of  my  near  connexion, 
l>y  blood,  and  by  the  ties  of  an  intimate  friend- 
ihip^  with  one  of  the  mod  virtuous  men  of  the 
age^  will  not  give  offence  to  thofe  who  know 
^vshatit  is  to  love  virtue. 


9 
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JOURNEY 

TO 

SETHI.EHEM,  AND  IN  THE  JERS 

IN  JUNE  1797. 


THE  ROAD  TO  GERMANTOWN. 

I  Once  more  quitted  Philadelphia  \vith 
furc,  the  oppreflivc  and  burning  heat 
dcring  that  city  difagrecablc  ^t  this  feafbn 
as  the  fittings  of  Congreft,  which  had  in 
me  to  remain  there  till  now,  prefented  nc 
to  fatisfy  curiofity,  I  proceeded  towards  \ 
Ichem, 

On  leaving  the  city,  I  went  a  little  out  < 
way  to  take  leave  of  my  friend  Mr.  Nick 
a  good  and  worthy  Englilhman,  from  wl 
had,  during  my  ftay  in  America,  received 
teftimonies  of  attention,  and  who  had  m 
one  of  the  daughters  of  the  refpeftable  fam 
Chew.  He  occupies,  during  the  fummer 
of  the  handfomeft  country-ieats  in  the  en^ 
of  Philadelphia,  built  on  one  of  the  hills  of  Sc 
kill.     This  villa,  which  is  called  Hill,  enjoj 
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of  the  moft  delightful  profpe<fls  in  the  world, 
Mr.  Nicklin  purchafed  this  houfe,  and  nineteen 
acres  of  ground  attached  to  it^  at  the  price  of 
twenty-two  thoufand  dollars^  which  price  may 
give  an  idea  of  the  value  of  fuch  feats  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia. 

The  road  to  Germantown  is  upon  the  afceflt, 
the  fummit  of  the  hill  on  which  that  little  town 
is  built  being  two  hundred  feet  higher  than  the 
^d  of  the  Delaware,  although  the  diftancc  is 
only  fcven  miles.  The  lands,  though  not  of  the 
firfl  quality,  are  fufficiently  productive ;  the  vici- 
^^^to  Philadelphia  making  it  cafy  to  get  manure, 
^hilcthc  high  price  of  proviiions  in  that  city  en- 
^^irages  the  farmer  to  lay  out  fuch  cxpcnccs  as 
*^^y  infure  the  bcft  and  moft  abundant  returns. 

All  the  way  to  Germantown  the  houfes  arc 

^^y  clofc  together,  the  properties  being  ib  valu- 

^Je  as  to  prevent  them  from  being  very  extenr 

^"^c:  there  are  few  of  the  farms  which  exceed 

^o  hundred  acres.     Stone  abounds  in  this  dif- 

^^^,  and  is  found  at  a  very  fmall  depth ;  it  is 

^^iformly  micacious  free  ftone.     Of  this  all  the 

^^xifes  are  built.     Thefe  buildings  would  not  be 

^<^koncd  handfbme  in  Europe.     They  are  good 

^^all  houies,  without  elegance  and  without  oma* 

L    ^cnt ;  but  in  point  of  fizc,  as  well  as  diftribu- 

ft    ^on  c£  the  apartments,  they  afford  their  pro- 

(^  I  2  prietors 
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prictors  every  thing  that  comes  under  the  dene 
mination  of  convenience  and  comfort.  Moft  c 
them  are  country  houfcs  for  the  relaxation  of  th 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia. 

GERMANTOWN, 

Germantown  is  a  long  village,  near  two  nijL 
and  an  half  in  extent.  The  houfes,  to  the  num 
ber  of  about  three  hundred,  are  all  built  on  tl 
{ide  of  the  highway,  and  are  erefted  pretty  clo 
to  each  other.  The  lands  in  all  this  diftrid  cc 
from  an  hundred  and  fixty  to  two  hundred  dcj 
lars  the  acre  in  whole  farms ;  fome  particuE 
acres,  fituated  on  the  road  fide,  fell  for  from  fo' 
to  five  hundred  dollars.  I  was  even  told  that 
is  not  eafy  to  procure  it  at  that  price  ;  and  I  w^ 
fhewn  a  field  of  a  dozen  of  acres,  the  propriet:: 
of  vvliich  cftimates  it  at  eight  hundred  dollars  tM 
^crc.  The  culture  of  this  part  of  the  country 
better  attended  to,  than  in  thofe  parts  which  a:: 
at  a  diftance  from  large  towns ;  but  it  is  far  frol 
being  in  that  ftate  of  cultivation  which  it  wou! 
be  in  Europe,  near  fo  good  a  market  as  that  C 
Philadelphia.  They  raife  a  good  deal  of  wheal 
and  ftill  more  Indian-corn,  but  very  little  rye  o 
oat§«  All  the  produce  which  is  not  cpnfiimed  h 
the  farmer's  family,  is  carried  to  the  market  a 
t^hUadelphiai  in  confequence  of  which  provjfion 

ar 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.     117 

_  -  I 

ite  as  dear  at  Gcrmantown  as.  in  the  city,  to 

• 

thofe  who  arc  obliged  to  purchafe  them.     Nay, 
they  are  often  even  dearer ;  as  the  farmers  who 
go  to  Philadelphia,  where  they  are  iure  of  get- 
6ng  quit  of  all  their  commodities,  frequently  re- 
fufe  to  fell  any  part  of  them  on  the  road.     Beef, 
for  example,  which  is  feldom  higher  at  Phila- 
delphia than  eleven  pence,  cofts  fifteen  pence  at 
Germantown.     All  this  country,  and  for  a  con- 
fiderable  way  farther,-  is  inhabited  principally  by 
^rmans,  and  defcendants  of  Germans.      The 
^'^habitants  are  by  no  means  intelligent,  and  they 
^^  particularly  averfe  to  leave  their  old  cuftoms 
^^^  a  new  method  which  might  be  better ;  but 
^'^cy  arc  induftrious,  arid  their  affiduity  to  labour 
^Xmterafts,  in  Ibme  meafure,  their  repugnance 
'^  all  improvement. 

They  manufafture  in  their  families  at  Ger- 
^^ntown  a  great  quantity  of  wollcn,  cotton,  and 
^read  ftockings,  which  the  farmers  carry  to  mar- 
•^^t  at  Philadelphia  with  their  provifions,  and 
^*hich  are  reckoned  veiy  durable.  There  arc  alfb 
fonie  tan-works  at  Germantown.  We  find  here 
^  Lutheran  and  a  Prefbytcrian  church,  befides  a 
Aird  for  the  Quakers;  an  academy,  and  two 
other  fchools  of  corifidcrable  repute. 

I  ftopped  at  the  houfc  of  my  excellent  and  re- 
^4led  friend  Mr*  Chew.     This  houfe  is  cele- 

1 3  brated 
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brated  as  an  impcMtant  fcenc  of  a^lloa  in  t 
battle  of  Gcrmantowa  in  1777-  Two  hundi 
l^qgliih  of  the  advance-guard  of  the  anziry^ 
puUed  by  the  Americans,  were  incloied  in  t 
place;  and  refilled  the  e&rts  of  General  Wai 
in^ton,  who  endeavdured  to  get  the  better 
them  with  t];ie  afliilence  of  his  artillery^  and  wl 
after  the  lois  of  four  or  five  hundred  men  kill 
ot  wounded,  was  obliged  to  retreat,  not  bei 
able  to  follow^  up  the  advantage  which  his  ri| 
had  obtained,  in  penetrating  ta  the  middle 
this  village.  General  Washington  was  b^jlaa: 
at  the  time  for  perfifting  fo  much  in  canying  t 
houie,  w  hich  did  not  cozxtaln  fuch  a  number 

•  ■        • 

Eoglifh  as  could  at  all  have  difconcerted  him  I; 
he  left  it  behind,  and  which  would  have  (bI 
into  his  hands  without  a  blow,  had  he  joined  1 
troops  with  which  he  made  this  unfucceis 
attack  to  thofe  who  were  bcfi>re  him^  and  fi 
ceeded  in  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  villa 
This  houie,  entirely  built  of  the  country  fto 
bears  on  its  walls  marks  of  the  Ameri<^ttv  a 
non  balls  and  muiket  bullets,  a  great  numbei 
which  had  penetrated  into  the  chambers  by 
windows.  Thcfe  bullets  and  balls  arc  flails  fl^i 
ing  in  the  partitions,  the  holes  which  cont 
them  being  only  covered  with  plafter.  Mr.  Ch 
was  as  at  that  time  proprietor  of  this  ho\ 

wh 
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wKich  was  built  by  him.     He  fold  it  in  177g, 

with  forty  acres  of  landbelorfging  to  it,  for  about 

nine  thoufand  dollars,  and  laft  fpring  he  rcpur- 

chaftd  it,  at  the  price  of  twenty-five  thoufand 

dollars,  without  any  improvement  having  been 

made  on  it.     Labourers  receive,  in  the  environs 

of  Gcrmantown,  a  dollar  a  day  of  wages,  during 

Hay-making  and  harveft.   The  women  employed 

to  tum  the  hay  are  paid  half  a  dollar  a  day,  all 

besides  their  diet,  which  is  equal  to  half  a  dollar 

'^ore.     This  diet  confifts  of  coffee  or  chocolate, 

^ith  ham  to  breakfaft;  frefli  meat  and  vege- 

^l)le8  to  dinner ;  tea  and  ham  for  fupper,  and  a 

PUit  of  mm  during  the  day.     This  is  the  man* 

'^^T  in  which  labourers  are  fed  in  America ;  and 

**  this  diet  appear  expenfive  to  thofe  who  employ 

'*^cm,  if  tbis  cxpence  prevent  them  from  being 

^^Ic  to  employ  a  great  number,  it  is  gratifying  to 

*^e  how  well  a  clafs  of  men,  reckoned  the  loweft 

^^  Europe,  is  treated  in  this  country,  the  only 

^^  where  a  man,  whatever  be  his  profeffion,  is 

^catcd  with  refpeA;  where  all  ranks  are  confi- 

^^red  as  men.     We  may  be  told,  that  were  our 

'^^Uropcan   labourers  fed  with  coffee  and    frelh 

*^eat,  they  would  not  work  better,  or  be  better 

Content.     It  is,  in  the  firft  place,  not  true,  that 

^'^cy  would  not  work  better  and  be  more  happy, 

^  they  were  better  fed ;  and  it  is  ftill  more  ccr- 

L  I  4  tain. 
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tain^  that  were  they  treated  with  more  refp 
and  more  attention,  they  would  confider  the 
fclvcs  Icfs  debafed,  they  would  become  bet 
they  would  feel  with  pride  that  they  were  a  ni 
noble  branch  of  fociety,  and  confcquently  wo 
be  more  interefted  in  its  prefervation.  Let 
hope  that  the  French  revolution  may,  in  this 
fpedl,  operate  a  happy  change  in  the  lot  of 
laborious  clafs  of  mankind.  Without  this,  libc 
would  be  only  a  word  without  meaning,  a  j 
text  for  diforder. 

A  cord  of  oak  wood  cofts  fix,  and.  a  con 
hickory  from  eight  to  ten  dollars,  at  Germ 
town.  Thus  the  lands  covered  with  wc 
which  in  the  more  diftant  parts  are  of  mi 
lefs  value  than  other  grounds,  are  here  the  n 
valuable.  The  wood  from  hence  is  carried 
Philadelphia  principally  in  the  winter  time; 
river  not  being  navigable,  it  could  not  be  c 
veyed  by  it. 

ROAD  TO  CLEMENT'S  TAVERN.— SPRINGHOUS 

Germantown  is  in  the  county  of  Philadclpl 
which  the  Bethlehepi  road  does  not  get  out 
till  five  or  fix  miles  farther  on,  at  Chefnut-1 
a  pretty  village,  where  there  are  eflablifhec 
number  of  butchers,  who  carry  to  the  market 
Philadelphia  the  beef  which  tlicy  kill,  and  i 

fup 
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Aipply  the  neighbourhood,  A  little  beyond  Ghcf- 

nut-hill  we  enter  Montgomery    county.     The 

road^  all  the  way  to  Clement's  Tavern,  is  a  fuc- 

ceiiion  of  little  hills  and  valleys,  more  or  Icfs  cx- 

tenfive,  all  in  a  good  ftate  of  cultivation.     The 

lands  at  Springhoufe  are  worth  from  forty  .  to 

forty-five  dollars  the  acre ;  the  labourers  receive 

here  one  or  two  Ihillings  Icfs  than  at  German* 

town.     The  country  abounds  in  oak ;   and  the 

great  confumption  of  wood  in  lime-kilns  keeps 

always  up  the  price  of  a  cord  of  oak  to  three 

dollars,  and  of  hickory  to  five,  although  the  lands 

^ndcr  culture  are  here  lefs  in  proportion  to  the 

^ood-lands  than  near  Philadelphia.    Springhoufe 

^^  diftant  from  thence  eighteen  miles. 

Stone  becoming  lefs  abundant,  and  every  where 

^ccpcr  in  the  earth,  after  leaving  Springhoufe, 

'^Oufes  of  ftone  are  lefs  numerous,  and  tliofc  of 

^^ood  confequently  more  common.     The  coun* 

^^^  to  Clement's  Tavern  continues  to  be  of  the 

*^tnedefcription.    This  tavern,  fevcn  miles  from 

I^ringhoufe,  is  fituated  exaftly  on  the  boundu- 

^*^^s  of  Montgomery  and  Buck  ^  counties.     'Hk: 

^-^ds  here  fell  for  from  thirty -two  to  fixtv  dollars 

^^^c  acre.     Labourers'  wa^rcs  are  the  laiuc  as  at 

^^  X^ringhoufe.     Farm  horlcs  coll  from  a  hundred 

^^^  a  hundred  and  twenty  dollar.- ;  cattle  eighty 

^c^llars  the  pair ;  cows  thirty  dollars.     .\s  there 
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i$  no  oak  in  this  neighbourhood,  although  HE 
ivoods  are  ftill  more  numerous  than  at  Sprinj 
houfe,  the  cord  of  hickory  cofts  here  only  fcri 
dollars.  The  country  is  all  along  peopled  in 
great  meaJfure  with  German  and  Dutch  faifiilic 
Clements  is  of  Dutch  defcent.  His  grandfi 
ther,  who  was  a  rich  merchant,  engaged  in  tS 
Bail  India  trade,  came  to  America  in  IJO^ 
The  lofs  of  feveral  veffels  having  ruined  his  fo 
tune,  he  collected  the  wreck  of  it  to  carry  ^ 
Pennfylvania.  His  grandibn,  the  tavern-keep^ 
is  one  of  the  bcft  men  I  have  met  with.  K 
ihews,  with  a  kind  of  fatisfadion,  an  old  andiroJ 
which  his  grandfather  brought  from  HoHan-^ 
and  which,  a  hundred  years  before  that  tim* 
had  made  part  of  the  furniture  of  his  father 
houfe.  Clements  fees  in  this  old  piece  of  fumi 
turc,  which  is  difplayed  in  his  kitchen,  a  family 
monument,  which  makes  him  trace  two  hundred 
'  years  of  his  genealogy,  and  in  dilatiiig  upon  tha 
he  exhibits  a  confiderable  fire,  quite  the  reverf 
of  his  amiable  fimplicity, 

QUAKERSTOWN,  AND  THE  ROAD  TO  BETHLEHEM 

The  country  becomes  more  mountainous  as  w 
proceed  on  from  Clement*s  houfe;  the  valley 
confequently  are  extenfive,  and  we  find  no  longe 
granite  but  firee-ftohei  at  Icaft  in  the  courfe  o 

twent 
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t^w-cnty  miles.  The  country  is  moftly  covered 
with  wood^  although  in  ieveral  places  the  houfet 
^Tc  pretty  doie^  and  the  lands  well  cultivated. 

Quakerftown  is  a  fmall  village^  the  chief  place 

of  a  iettlement  of  Quajcers  ipread  through  the 

toivnihips  of  Upper  and  Lower  Milford.     The& 

to'wnfliips  were  given  to  t]^  Quakers  about  eighty 

years  ago  by  William  Penti.   All  the  inhabitants^ 

however,  arc  not  Quakers ;  fcvcral  of  the  faml- 

^es  which  were  firfl;  fettled  having  quitted  it; 

^'^  been  lucceeded  by  others.    The  number  of 

^cfc  at  prefent  is  about  three  hundred ;  and  a 

^^i^mber  of  other  families  alfo  people  the  two 

^^^^nfliips,  which  are  inhabited  and  well  cultL- 


If  one  may  judge  by  the  convcrfation  of  the 

'^^^akcr  who  keeps  the  tavern  where  I  ftopped, 

<  reli^on  of  that  fe<fl  is  the  article  which  lead 

cupies  the  Quakers  eflabliihed  in  this  town* 

'^^ip.    Their  farm  is  the  conftant  objcS  of  thcic 

^^ought. 

They  are  faid  to  be  very  good  farmers.     Thejr 
^y  out  the  createft  part  of  their  grounds  in  mea^ 
^ow,  and  tiiey  carry  their  butter,  cheefc,  calvesr 
?oultry,  and  the  articles  manufadured  in  their 
^milies,  fiich  as  ftockings,  linen,  &c*  to  Phila-^ 
deiphia,  near  forty  miles  diftant.    The  frequency 
joumics  to  Philadelphia  is  regulated  by 

the 


I 


124  THAVELS  tHROU^rrt 

the  extent  of  their  farms,  aind  the  confequent 
quantity  of  their  provifioils. 

Some  of  them  go  only  once  a  fofrtnight,  others 
every  ten  days;  others,  again^  once  a  week ;  and 
there  is  one  individual  who  gofes  every  market- 
day,  tliat  is  twice  a  week.    The  quantify  of  pro- 
vifions  they  carry  alfo  determines  the  manner  ol 
carriage,  namely,  whether  on  horfeback,  in  a  cSLtt 
with  two  horfes,  or  in  a  waggon  with  four  horffcs* 
They  fet  out  on  the  evening,  to  reach  Philadcl"' 
phia  by  break  of  day,  and  return  when  they  ha^'^ 
fold  all  their  goods ;  which  they  never  fail  to  cJ^^* 
even  if  they  are  obliged  to  lower  their  price      ^'' 
the  day  advances.     Their  horfes  ftand  unyok*^^^ 
near  the  carts  all  the  market  time,  the  oats  wi"^^ 
which  they  feed  them  being  brought  from  tL  '^^ 
farm  with  the  proviiions.     This  is  the  praftic^ 
of  all  the  farmers  from  Germantown  to  Quakcr^^ 
town,  and  confiderably  farther.     They  recko:^ 
that  one  cow  yields  five  pounds  of  butter  a  wcelc^^* 
that  is  to  fay,  to  carry  to  market ;  for  they  only 
fell  what  is  over  the  confumption  of  their  own 
families,  and  none  of  them  deny  themfehxs  either 
butter,  milk,  cream,  or  fowls.     I  met  on  the 
road  fome  girls  of  eighteen  on  horfeback,  tra- 
velling to  Philadelphia,  and  carrying  forty  pounds 
weight  of  butter,  with  fome  checfe  and  poultry. 
Some  of  them  travel  alone ;  and  their  youth  and 

bcautv. 
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>eauty,  for  the  greater  part  of  them  are  very 
pretty,  gives  them  no  difturbancc  in  a  JQumey  fo 
long,  fo  often  repeated,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
which  is  made  in  the  night  time:  no  peribn 
thinks  of  injuring  then\.  This  particular  of  Ame- 
rican morals,  is  truly  adn^irable. 

The  lands  about  Quakerftown  arc  worth  from 
thirty-two  to  fixty  dollars;    the  wages  of  tlic 
labourers  the  fame  as  at  Clement's  Tavern.    The 
^^Iture  of  grain  is  h?re  the  fame  as  elfc where 
^^  America,  a  good  deal  of  maize^  corn,  and 
O^^ ;  but  the  lands  are  either  not  at  all  or  very 
'^^<lly  manured ;  the  dung  is  laid  upon  the  grafs 
>^ounds.    From  Quakerftown  to  Bethlehem  the 
untry  is  ftill  more  mountainous ;  we  meet  bow- 
er frequently   with  extremely  fertile  valleys. 
oft  of  the  houfes  are  built  of  ftone;  a  good 
any  of  them,  however,  arc  conftrufted  of  fquare 
'^ams  of  wood,  and  the  interftices  filled  up  with 
tfDne.     The  barns  are  large,  and  moftly  of  wood. 
All  this  country,  from  Philadelphia  to  within 
^  mile  of  Wilkfbarrc,  formed  part  of  the  firft 
purchafe  made  from   the  Indians  by  Williani 
^cnn,  and  has  been  long  cultivated  and  inhabited. 
Wc  fee  here  few  of  thofe  trunks  oC  trees  which 
remain  often  under  foot  fo  long  after  the  com- 
^iCQcenaent  of  the  operation  of  grubbing,  and 

the 
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the  country  is  almofir  throughout  as  much  cl 
cd  of  wood  as  the  generality  of  Europe. 

The  mountains  known  under  the  name  of  fcl 
Lehigh  Mountains,  are,  properly  fpcaking,  the  fii 
chain  which  we  meet  from  Philadelphia,  the  pr'^ 
ceding  ones  being  rather  detached  hills  th^ 
mountains.  This  chain,  which  crofles  the  Slm. 
quehannah  near  Harrifburg,  lofes  its  name  at  tl 
Delaware  near  Eaflon,  and  continues  throu^ 
Jerfey  under  another  name.  On  the  other  (I* 
of  that  mountain  ftands  Bethlehem,  built  on  tl 
conflux  of  the  river  Lehigh,  which  falls  into  tM 
Delaware  near  Eafton,  and  of  the  creek  Man^ 
kily,  which  falls  immediately  at  Bethlehem  in  ^ 
the  river  Lehigh. 

BETHLEHEM—DETAILS  RESPECTING  THE  MOIU 

VIANS. 

Bethlehem  is  inhabited  by  the  Moravian  bre 
thren.  It  is  the  firft  and  moft  confidcrable  o 
their  fcttlcments  in  America,  and  has  thence  ac 
quired  much  celebrity.  I  have  read  in  books  o 
travels  fo  many  different  recitals  refpcfting  tb 
intemal  government  of  their  fociety,  their  com 
munity  of  goods,  their  children  being  even  takei 
away  from  the  authority  and  iuperintendance  o 
their  parents,  as  belonging  to  the  fociety  at  leriige 

an( 
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and  refpeding  icveral  other  pointsof  their  goyem- 
ttient,  that  I  was  defirous  to  judge  myfelf  of  the 
truth  of  theie  aiTertions;  and  I  have  found  at 
Bethlehem  frefh  reaibn  not  to  credit^  without 
proof,  the  recitals  of  travellers.  This  indiijputablo 
truth  is,  however,  rather  delicate,  to  be  avowed 
by  one  who  is  writing  travels. 

I  ihall  not  go  back  to  the  origin  of  the  Mora-* 
v-iaas,  which  their  hiftorians  fix  at  the  year  1424; 
to  their  perfecution  in  EuiDpe ;  to  the  almoft  total 
di^olution  of  their  fociety  at  the  commencement 

^^  the  feventeenth  century ;  nor  to  their  reunion 

• 

i*^  1722,  under,  the  aufpiccs  of  Count  Zinzex- 
^  ORFF,  I  flfell4ay  nothing  of  their  doftrines; 
^H  thefe  facfts  are  unconnected  with  their  tcmpo- 
^^X  government  at  Bethlehem,  which  is  the  only 
point  I  wiflied  to  know,  and  which  I  think  is  at 
*«is  time  interefting. 

In   1740,   the  Count  Zinzendorff  purchafed 

fe>mMn  Allan,  who  held  it  of  Willam  Penn, 

^  diftriA  now  called  Bethlehem,  with  the  view 

^  there  forming  an  eftablilhment  for  the  fociety 

I     of  the  Moravians.     Although  fbme  trees  were 

cat  down  m  1741,  it  was  not  till  1 742  that  the 

Settlement  was  begun.     One  hundred  and  forty 

Momyian  brethren  and  fifters  arrived  from  Ger* 

amny,  and  fettled  there.     Thefe  families  were 

poof,  had.  m  Qtbn:  dependence  than  their  labour^ 

and 
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difpoiition  had  on  the  idle ;  the  ardour  for  labc 
no  longer  continued  ;  the  fociety  did  not  proip 
and  the  mod  of  its  members  were  difcontente* 
Thcfc  joint  confidcrations  induced  them, 
1/(32,  to  change  the  fyftcm  of  the  communii 
The  focictv  of  Bethlehem  was  now  eilablifh 
on  the  rules  of  the  focictics  in  Europe,  and  r 
called  to  the  true  conltitution  of  the  fociety 
large;  it  is  under  this  i)ftem  that  it  has  been  r 
gulatcd  fmcc  that  epoch,  as  well  as  all  the  oth 
Moravian  congregations  cftablifhed  clfc where 
America. 

'  By  the  prefent  ordonnanccs,  the  communis 
of  property  is  done  away  in  favour  of  the  inc 
viduals  ;  it  only  continues  as  to  the  govcrnine 
of  the  fociety,  and  it  exifts  partially.  The  ter 
torial  property,  as  well  as  the  profits  of  t 
tavern,  the  ftore,  the  farm,  the  faw-mills,  o 
mills,  corn-mills,  and  fulling-mills,  the  tannei 
and  the  dyeing  manufactory,  belong  to  the  1 
ciety,  vshich  from  thcfc  funds  is  enabled  to  pr 
vide  for  the  poor,  for  the  payment  of  debts,  a 
of  the  public  taxes.  In  all  other  refpefts  cv< 
brother  enjoys  the  abfolutc  property  of  whate 
he  can  earn  by  his  labour,  be  it  what  it  m 
and  of  the  gifts  which  he  may  receive. 

The  government  of  the  fociety  is  veiled  in 
bifliop,  the  miniftcr,  the  intendant,  and  the 

fpca 
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^pcftors,  male  and  female,  of  the  different  dlvi- 

fions  of  the  focicty,  which  are  five  in  number  ;— 

the  young  men  unmarried  ;  the  unmarried  fitters  ; 

the  widows ;   the  marricid  brethren  and  fifters, 

and  die  fchools.  The  intcndant  has  the  exclufive 

adminiftration  of  the  property  of  the  fociety ;  but 

he  muft  advife  with  a  committee,  compofcd  of 

trom  eight  to  ten  members,  and  chofcn  by  the 

brethren  at  large.     In  the  name  of  the  intendant 

they  carry  on  all  their  tranfaftions,  grant  leafe?  of 

houfcs  and  lands,  fccurities  for  borrowed  money, 

difchargcs)  &c.  AH  the  houfes,  however,  ereded 

^n  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  and  the  four  thoufand 

*cres  belonging  to  it,  arc  not  the  property  of  the 

^<^ty,  nor  even  the  greater  part  of  them ;  they 

helcmg  to  brethren,  who  have  built  Upon  land  for 

^hich  they  pay  rent  to  the  focicty.  The  amount 

^f  this  rent  is  two-pence  the  foot  in  front,  by 

^cnty  feet  in  depth.     The  houfe  built  by  the 

brother  is  his  abfolute  property  ;  he  canrjc^ve  it 

^  his  wife  or  his  children,  in  the  fame'  way  as 

^^  can  his  other  effeAs,  or  he  can  fell  it ;  only 

"C  cannot  convey  it  but  to  a  brother,  who  has 

obtained  from  the  dircAory  permiffion  to  pUr- 

chafe  it,  with  the  burthen  of  the  rent  attached 

to  It,  and  which  perpetually  remains. 

The  directors  having  the  government  of  the 
ibcicty>  muft  admit  into  their  territory  thofc  only 

K  2  who 
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who  they  fhhik  will  not  difturb  the  fociety. 
the   contracts  of  Icafe  made  by  the  intends 
with  the  advice  of  the  committee,  to  thofe 
tending  to  build  a  houfe,  or  to  thofe  who  p 
chafe  a  houfe,  it  is  always  ftipulated,  that  if  1 
proprietor  (hall  be  defirous  of  quitting  it>  a 
cannot  find  a  purchafcr  who  may  be  agreeable 
the  fociety,  tlic  foclcty  is  to  purchafc  it  at  a  pr 
declared  by  a  law,  which  alfo  fixes  the  terms 
payment.     Garden  ground,  or  land  in  the  cou 
try,  is  let  at  fix  Ihillings  the  acre.     Befides   t 
government  farm  appropriated  to  the  benefit 
the  fociety,   tlicre  are  fix  or  feven  fmaller  fan 

* 

belonging  to  it.  Thefe  are  let  to  tenants  w 
pay  a  third  part  of  their  produce,  and  who  al 
pay  fix  Ihillings  of  rent  for  their  garden  ground 
Thcfc  tenants  are  all  at  prcfcnt  Moravians ;  \> 
this  condition  is  nowife  indifpenfable.  Sonx 
times  the  farms  are  let  to  other  perfons,  only  tl 
lociebpimuft  be  fatisfied  as  to  their  character  ar 
behaviour ;  and  they  will  not  receive  as  tenan 
thofe  of  whom  they  have  not  received  a  fatl 
factory  account. 

The  fociety  could  eafily  procure  a  higher  pric 
and  might  at  once  clear  two  thoufand  five  hui 
drcd  acres,  which  ftill  remain  in  wood,  if  th< 
would  admit  llrangers,  or  at  leaft  not  refcrvx 
themfelves  this  choice  of  thofe  who  offer  to  ta 
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their  farms;  but  they  arc  defirous  beyond  every 
thing  of  preferving  w  hat  they  call  good  order, 

union,  and  moralitv ;  and  to  this  thev  fkcrificc 

•'I  ^ 

the  augmentation  of  their  revenues. 

The  town  of  Bethlehem  is  inhabited  by  be- 
tween five  and  fix  hundred  perfons,  all  of  the 
brother  or  fifterhood.     They  have  workmen  of 
every  kind ;  but  thefe  cannot  fettle  there  without 
the  permiffion  of  the  direftors,  who  fuffcr  no 
workmen  of  the  fame  bufmefs,  but  as  far  as  they 
are  ncccflarv  for  the  inhabitants.     If  more  w^ere 
to  be  permitted,   they  could  not  live  by  their 
trade.     At  the  fame  time,  the  price  of  all  kinds 
of  work  is  fixed,  to  prevent  the  want  of  rivalfliip 
from  putting  it  in  the  power  of  th.e  workmen  to 
niake  exorbitant  demands  ;  but  the  prices  of  the 
country  around  rcHlulate  thofe  of  the  town.     Be- 
yond  that  the  \yorkmen  are  independent  of  the 
Society  in  conducting  their  bufineis.     They  purr 
chafe  with  their  money  wlmt  articles  they  baye 
^afion  for ;  tliey  fell  them  as  they  think  pror 
per;  the  profits  belong  to  th<pm,  without  their 
^counting   to  the  fpciety,  or  even  paying  any 
^x.    Xhe  only  t^x  indeed  which  is  levied,  and 
^Mch  is  cornmQi>  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
^'^wn,  is  for  keeping  up  the  roads,  lamps,  feats  in 
the  church,  pumps,  and  refervoirs.     This  tax  is 
<ivcry  four  or  five  years  impofed  upqn  c^ch  far 

K  3  mily 
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mily  by  name,  accordiqg  to  the  opinion  of  t 
committee  of  his  means ;  but  it  is  lb  niodenL 
that  the  families  confi4ered  the  Tichcft  in  t 
town  do  not  pajr  above  thirty  (hillings  or  (c 
dollars  a  year.  Thb  t^x  is  p^iid  every  fix  monti: 
and  if  it  happen  that,  at  the  end  of  the  yc 
the  committee  find  that  the  money  raifed  is  % 
fufBcicnt  to  cover  the  cxpcnces,  they  dema 
double  or  treble  of  the  laft  payment ;  and  on  t 
other  hand,  they  demand  nothing,  when  the  c 
pence  is  not  fo  great  ^s  the  tax  fixed. 

As  to  the  public  taxes,  which  in  Pennfylvan 
^  I  have  already  repeatedly  obferved,  are  only  I 
taxes  of  the  county,  the  fociety  pays  thefe  out 
its  funds.  Thefe  funds  proceed  from  the  Ian 
and  the  profits  of  the  refcrvcd  branches  of  ir 
nufaftures  or  commerce.  Each  of  the  brethi 
put  at  the  head  of  thefe  different  cftabliflimej 
receives  a  falary  from  the  fociety,  to  which 
pays  in  the  profits,  after  the  expence  of  his  o^ 
and  family's  living  and  cloathing.  The  coi 
mittce  requires  no  detailed  account  of  his  n 
nagement :  he  h^s  received  fo  invich  money 
there  remains  fo  much  in  his  hands.  Such  is  t 
account  given  in  by  the  tavern-keeper,  the  f 
mer,  the  miller,  the  flor^- keeper,  &:c.  Wh 
the  direftors  arc  told  of  the  poffibility  of  fu 
perfons  cheating  the  fociety,  they  will  not  i 
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mi^  it ;  becaufc,  fay  they,  all  their  charadcrs  are 
ki\ovni  to  us ;  their  aciitions  are  lb  public,  that  tf 
thcj  were   diflioncft  they   could  not  be  fo  long 
without  being  dilbovered,   and  they  would  tlien 
be  difmiffed.    They  confider  that  unlimited  con- 
fidence   as  benevolence,  brotherly   charity,  &c. 
They  add  to  the  defence  of  this  motive — that 
a   man  narrowly  watched  is  more  excufable  in 
robbing,  than  one  in  whom  confidence  is  placed  ; 
and  they  affirm,  that  they  never  have  had  rea- 
son  to  repent  of  this  rule,  of  confidence.     It  ap- 
pears,  however,    that  their   ditFerent   branches 
bring  tliem  in  very  little.     The  focicty  docs  not 
draw  a  dollar  an  acre  free  from  their  farms.    The 
ftorc,  extremely  well  fupplicd,  which  fells  a  great 
^^  in  the  neighbourhood,  does  not  produce  an- 
nually above  eight  hundred  dollars.     The  tavcnj, 
^^though  it  has  a  great  deal  of  cuftojn,  does  not 
^lear  more  than  fourfcore  dollars ;  and  the  fame 
'^  the  cafe  with  rcfpcA  to  all  the  other  branches 
*^  their  hands.     Induftry  is  naturally  flackened, 
^^  hen  it  is  not  excited  by  intercft.     The  whole 
^*  the  revenues  of  the  focicty  of  Bethlehem  docs 
^^t  amount  to  eight  thoufand   dollars   a  year 
^Pon  an  average,    and  their  expences  are  nearly 
^SMal  to  that  income.     In  the  firll  place,  they 
*^^vc  to  pay  to  the  diredion  of  the  Unity  refident 
^^  America^  one-fixteenth  part  of  their   reve- 

K  4  nucs. 
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nucs,  to  contribute  to  the  cxpences  of  the  n 
fionaries  employed  by  the  Unity  among  the 
dians  of  North  America,  and  a  penfion  to  tb 
when  fuperannuatcd.  Five  other  fixteenths 
the  intcreft  of  the  fums  borrowed  for  the  p 
chafe  of  lands  and  improvements ;  finally,  tl 
falarics  are  to  be  paid.  The  fociety  accot 
to  a  general  college,  which  tranfa(fts  the  b 
nefs  of  the  Unity,  the  neat  fums  remaining, 
ter  payment  of  all  expenccs  ;  and  the  collpge  h 
the  power  of  determining  what  part  of  it  flial* 
fent  to  them,  in  order  to  contribute  to  the  t 
ing  of  a  fund  of  feventy-two  thoufand  doll 
which  the  Unity  has  granted  to  the  three  dau 
ters  of  Count  Zinzendorff,  and  of  which  they 
the  intereft,  until  thev  (hall  be  able  to  difchi 
the  principal  to  them  or  their  defcendants. 

That  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  particular 
cletics  fent  to  the  general  college,  is  alfo  mc 
to  contribute  to  the  other  general  expence 
the  Unity,  The  college  has  power  to  call 
what  portion  of  the  revenue  they  think  pro 
but  they  never  demand  above  a  fmall  part, 
caufe  the  particular  focicties  have  each  of  tl 
debts,  which  it  is  neccifary  for  them  to  liquid; 
befides,  thefc  focieties,  and  particularly  tha 
Bethlehem,  fettle  in  mortmain  fomc  part  oft 
revenues  every  year.     It  likewife  fometimes  \ 
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pens,  that  the  revenues  of  the  year  are  not  equal 
to  the  neceflary  expenditure ;  in  which  cafe  the 
iatcndant  is  authorifed  by  the  committee  to  make 
a  loan.     A  great  part  of  the  fum  borrowed  is 
lent  by  the  brethren,  who"  receive  intcreft  gene- 
rally at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  and  arc  repaid 
their  principal .  at  any  time  upon  fix    months 
previous    demand.      The   focicty  s   trcafurcr   is 
therefore  at  the  fame  time  the  bank  of  the  bre- 
thren, but  who  may  place  their  money  other- 
wife  at  their  pleafurc.     Sometimes  the  inten- 
dant  borrows  from  ftrangcrs ;  in  that  cafe  he  is 
obliged  to  pay  the  legal    intereft   of  the  ftate, 
^'hich  in  Pennfylvania  is  fix  per  cent. 

Before  going  farther  into  this  account  of  the 
^ablifhmcnt  of  Bethlehem,  it  may  be  ncccflaiy 
^^  explain  the  nature  of  the  general  college,  the 
v^od,  and  the  general  directory  of  the  Mora- 
^'^ajis,  of  which  I  have  pccafion  to  ifpeak. 

The  fociety  of  the  Moravians  is  an  oligarchi- 
^^  republic.  Ea.ch  of  the  eftabliftiments  in  Eu- 
^^pc  and  America  names  one  or  more  deputies 
^^  tlic  ijnod,  fuch  cjeputy  pr  deputies  being  eleft- 
^^  by  the  brethren  at  large.  The  particular  di- 
''^^ory  of  each  ibci.ety  is  alfb  entitled  to  appoint 
^*ie  deputy.  The  great  e^pcnce  of  travelling, 
"^hich  is  defrayed  by  thp  focicties  who  fend  the 
^puties,  induces  the  diredories  of  the  American 

focieties 
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focictics  to  delegate  their  powers  to  thoic  name 

by  the  brethren.     The  biflipps  are  entitled, 

they  think  proper,  to  attend  the  lynod,  ind. 

pendent  of  the  other  deputies  of  the  focict)* 

which  they  belong.     In  the  fynod,  when  affcrj 

bled,  is  veiled  the  ibvereignty.     They  alone  ha^ 

a  right  to  alter  the  regulations,  as  well  fpiritu 

as  temporal ;  they  confirm  or  annul  the  appoin 

mcnt  of  the  principal  officers  made  during  th^ 

rccc fs  ;  and  finally,  they  receive  the  accounts 

all  the  general  concerns,  and  decide   thereon  u 

timately ; — they  are  convened  every  levcn  yea 

and  remain  aflcmbled  for  two  or  three  month. 

they  name  a  college,  compofcd  of  thirteen  mer" 

bens,  who,  during  their  recefs,  manage  the  g 

neral  affairs  of  the  Unity,   appoint  the  princip 

officers,  dircft  the  miffions,   regulate  the  affai 

intercft,  difcipline,  &c.     The  fittings  of  the  cc 

lege   are   held  a  league  from  Hernutt  in  Upp 

Lufatia  ;  their  functions  contiiwie  during  the  i^ 

cefs  of  the  iynod.     On  the  meeting  of  the  C 

nod  their  powers  ceafc,  and  they  are  re-e(labliil 

cd  by  the  fyjiod  at  the  end  of  their  ieffion,  eitlu 

from  among  the  former  members,  or  new  oru 

are  appointed,  according  to  the  will  of  the  fyno» 

As  to  the  general  direftory  of  America,  the 

fundions  are  to  watch  over  the  intercfts  of  tt 

Unity  in  North  America,  and  particularly  to  dl 

re^ 
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the  miffions  in  that  part  of  the  world.-  It 
oompofcd  of  two  agents  of  the  general  college, 
nt  to  fuperintend  tho  management  of  the  pro- 
y  belonging  to  tlie  Unity,  fuch  as  certain 
s  or  trafts  of  land  in  different  parts  of  Ame- 
,  and  particularly  the  fifteen  thoufand  acres 
ranted  by  the  United  States,  beyond  the  Ohio, 
n  the  Mufkingum,  to  the  Moravian  mifliona- 
Thc  biftiops  of  America,  the  preacher  of 
azareth,  and  the  miniftcr  of  Bethlehem,  arc 
^^lft>  members.  The  direftory  names  to  certain 
^^Ti<ftions  in  the  American  congregations,  which 
^^^gcncy  requires  to  be  filled  up  before  the  genc- 
•"^1  college  can  be  confultcd,  as  the  intendant, 
*^^>e  bifliop,  the  minifters,  &c.  Except  this,  the 
^'^rcclory  has  no  authority  as  a  body  over  the  af- 
^•^irs  of  the  focieties,  which,  as  I  have  mentioned 
^*^vc,  have  each  its  directory  and  committee, 
he  biftiop  ordains  the  bifliops,  preachers,  and 
"lefts  ;  the/c  laft  may  alfo  be  ordained  by  each 
her.  The  bifhops  have  very  incopfidcrablc  la- 
nes, as  may  be  judged  from  the  bilhop  of 
^thlehem,  Mr.  EuxIIEI^f,  a  man  of  fourfcore, 
■^ho  has  no  other  domcftic  fcrvant  than  his  own 
ughter,  and  who  I  found  baking  cakes>  which 
fells  to  increafc  his  living.  His  falary  is 
0  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  befides  being  fiip* 
V'Vicd  with  wood  and  lodging.     The  higlieft  fal»- 

ties 
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rics  paid  by  the  Unity  do  not  exceed  three  hi 
drcd  dollars. 

I  have  already  mentioned,  that  the  Bethleh 
focicty  is  divided  into  five  departments,  each  i. 
dcr  the  dire(3:ion  of  ^n  infpe<9:or  or  infpedre 
and  in  this  office  we  find  the  temporal  admit 
llration  of  the  focicty  in  fome  degree  mix: 
M'ith  its  difcipline.  The  unmiarried  brethren  li- 
togcthcr  in  a  feparatc  houfe,  that  is,  they  eat  ai 
flccp  there,  but  they  do  npt  work  there,  if  th« 
can  find  work  elfewhere.  Moft  of  them  arc  a; 
prentices  or  journeynien  in  the  fiiops  of  the  i 
cictv,  or  to  the  artificers  in  the  town.  The  m 
ncy  which  they  earn  is  their  own,  only  they  mi 

• 

pay  for  their  board,  and  (6r  keeping  up  t 
building  where  they  lodge,  as  well  as  their  pc 
tion  of  the  tax  impofed  upon  that  houfe  for  t 
public  cxpences  of  the  town.  All  thefe  c 
pciiccs,  including  their  cloathing,  may  amount 
prefent  to  forty-five  dollars,  while  their  earnir 
may  be  from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  t( 
Thofe  who,  for  want  of  work  out  of  doors,  i 
employed  in  the  houfe,  are  paid  for  their  labc 
by  the  infpedor,  who  employs  them,  the  amou 
of  their  board,  and  their  other  contributions 
the  common  cxpences  being  firft  deduifted.  Th 
the  brethren  of  this  houfe  coft  the  fociety  n 
tiding,     llip  fame  is  the  cafe  with  regard  to  t 

unn^arri 
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niTiarricd  iifters,  fome  of  whom  are  employed  in 
he    houfcs  of  the   town  as   fervants  and  cook- 
naids.     Thcfc    have  their  board  and  lodging  in 
Lhe  families  where  they   are  employed,  and  pay 
to  the  houfe  four   or  five  dollars  a  year  towards 
the  common  expences.     This  contribution  pre- 
ferves   to  them   the  right  of  entering  into  that 
houfe  when  they  plcafc      The  greater  part  of 
them,   however,  arc  employed  in  the  houfe  in 
fewing  and  embroidery ;  they  are  paid  for  their 
work  by  the  infpcclrefs,  who  fells  it  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  houfe.     The  profit  of  thcfc  w^orks 
contributes  to  maintain  the  poor,  who  are  not 
numerous.     The  girls,   from  the  price  they  re- 
ceive for  their  work  from  the  infpeftrefs,  pay 
^elr  board  and  their  portion  of  the  charges  of  the 
noufc,  which  amounts  to  the  fame  fum  as  that 
paid  by  the  brethren.     Thus  this  department  is 
^o  longer  an  expence  upon  the  focicty ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  relieves  the  fbciety  from  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  great  part,  and  often  the  whole  of 
the  poor.     The  unmarried   fillers  tie  their  flat 
'bonnets  under  their  chin  with  a  red  ribbon ;  the 
^^nicd    women  tie  theirs  with  a  blue,  and  the 
Widows  theirs  with  a  white  ribbon. 

It  is  not  however  compulfory,  upon  cither  the 
young  men  or  women,  to  refide  in  thefe  common 
*^oufcs ;   their  relations  may  take  the  entire  dif- 

pofal 
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pofal  of  them — keep  them  at  home,  or  (ertd  the 
to  other  fchools,  as  they  think  proper.  The  bi 
thren  of  eaiy  fortunes,  for  example,  fcldom  fei 
their  daughters  to  the  lifters  houfe ;  and  there  a 
alfb  fifters  at  the  houfe  of  Bethlehem  who  bcloi 
to  Moravian  families  not  rciident  in  the  town,  ai 
who  often  come  from  very  diftant  parts. 

As  to  the  widows  houfe,  it  is  fupported  by  tl 
fociety ;  and  all  the  work  they  can  do  goes  to  tl 
benefit  of  the  houfe,  when  it  is  not  fufficicnt 
defray  their  expences. 

Tjhere  has,  for  about  fifteen  years,  been  inll 
tuted  among  the  Moravian  brethren  a  fort  of  v 
luntary  fociety  in  favour  of  widows.  The  mcr 
bers  contribute  each  fifteen  or  twenty  pounds, 
from  forty  to  fifty  dollars.  The  intereft  of  tl: 
fum  is  fettled  upon  the  widows  of  the  contrib 
tors,  and  betters  tlicir  living  if  they  refide  in  t 
widows  houfe,  or  is  paid  to  them  to  afTift  th( 
own  houfe-keeping,  if  they  live  by  themfelv 
This  fociety  is  not  confined  to  Bethlehem.  T 
brethren  of  any  of  the.eftablifhments  in  Ameri 
may  become  members  ;  and  the  capital  being  c 
pofited  at  Bethlehem,  the  intereft  is  paid  at  t 
refpeftive  places  of  refidence  of  the  widows  oft 
contributors.  This  fociety  has  alfb  its  particu 
regulations ;  one,  for  example,  by  which  a  bi 
ther  in  a  dangerous  ftate  of  health  cannot  be  s 
Ibitted  to  fubfcribe. 
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'The  fchools  are  under  the  dlrc<ftion  of  an  in- 
[peclor  and  infpcclrcfs.     There  is  an  academy 
tor  the  reception  of  young  ladies  from  other  parts, 
who  receive  there  the  ufual  education  of  females, 
even  mufic.     The  daughters  of  the  brethren  are 
likcwife  received  there.     This  eftablifhment  iup- 
ports  itfelf  in  refpccl  to  its  private  expences,  the 
keeping  up  the  buildings,  and  the  contribution  to 
the  public  charges.    The  board  is  forty-five  dollars 
a  year,  and  fix  dollars  more  for  fuch  of  them  as 
arc  taught  mufic.     The  daughters  of  the  fociety 
n^ay  be  fent  to  this  fchool,  but  their  board  muft 
^  paid  by  their  relations.     The  fociety  pays  for 
the  daughters  of  thofe  who  receive  a  falary  from 
^i^cm,  and  alfo  for  the  children  of  the  poor.    The 
daughters  of  the  brethren  not  being  l^oarders,  the 
^^pcnce  of  their  education  is  lefs.     There  arc  at 
^His  day  fixty-fix  of  the  boarders,  who  are  ftran- 
6^rs,  from  different  parts  of  the  United  States 
^nd  the  Antilles.    This  academy  is  in  great  repu- 
^^tion.     The  governeffes  appear  to  me  to  be  at- 
^^^tive,  and  fome  of  the  fcholars  have  made  con- 
^dcrable  proficiency  in  drawing,  writing,  and  em- 
^^x^iderr,  and  play  tolerably  upon  the  piano.     At 
^c  fame  time,  as  the  millrclTcs  arc  never  chofcn 
^Ut  from  among  the  fiftcrhood,  and  as  few  of 
^ucm  have  had  any  education  other  than  at  this 
^cbool,  it  is  not  to  be  expe<^d  that  all  of  them 
can  be  always  of  fufficient  ability,     A  new  build- 
ing. 


144  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

ing,  added  four  or  five  years  ago  to  the  ellablliTi- 
meiit,  has  been  crccScd,  by  means  of  a  I'um  of 
money  borrowed  for  that  purpofe,  the  intereft  of 
which  is  paid  by  the  fcliool. 

There  is  alfo,  at  Bethlehem,  under  thfe  dire6kic>n 
of  the  miniftcr,  a  fmall  fchool  for  boys,  where  th^y 
are  taught  merely  to  read  and  write,  and  the  firit 
rules  of  arithmetic. 

The  laft  department,  namely,  that  of  the  maX'- 
ried  brethren  and  fifters,  is  wholly  a  department  ^^f 
difcipline.  The  married  people  rcfide  in  their  ovw^^ 
hou fes,  and  the  infpcciors  and  infpcdreffes  ha'^^"^ 
no  concern  with  them,  but  to  give  advice  wh^^^ 
their  condu<5l  has  been  improper,   as  friends, 
neighbours,  and  as  divines.     They  have  no  fa^ 
ther  influence  or  fupcrintendance  of  their  a< 
or  their  concerns. 

The  Moravian  is  a  religious  ibcicty.    Religion 
the  cxa(^t  maintenance  of  the  creed  of  their 
trines,  their  worfliip,  and  their  manners  and  cu^^ 
toms,  which  they  confider  neccflary  to  the  cxa^^^-^^ 
obfervancc  of  that  creed,  and  which  they  belicv"""**"^^ 
to  be  alone  prefcribed  by  the  goipcl,  is  the  fblf^ 


end  of  their  j-cgulations,  their  difcipline,  and  cv 
their  relations  in  point  of  temporal  intereft. 
With  this  religious  intention  is  eftabliftied  the 
cxadl:  fupcrintendance  of  the  diredory  of  the  fo- 
ciety  over  tiie  condud  of  its  membeiis^  and  the 
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^are  not  to  allow  ftfangers  to  fettle  among  them. 
They  arc  in  this  reff)eft  monks,  but  tolerant  and 
iTiild  monks,  although  fcvcral  articles  of  their  dif^ 
cipline  would  be  thought  fcvere,  and  even  ridi- 
culous, according  to  the  received  ideas  in  other 
countries. 

For  example,  there  is  no  cofnmunication  al- 
io-wed   between  the   young  men  and   women. 
When  a  young  man  nieans  to  marry,  he  fignifics 
his  wi(h  to  the  infpedor,  arid  nicritionS  the  girl 
he  is  defirous  of  making  his  wife,  but  td  whom 
he    has  never  fpoken.     The  infpeftor  applies  to 
I    the  infpeftrefs  of  the  girls,  who,  if  Ihe  judges  that 
j    the  chara^cr  of  the  young  woman  is  not  iricom- 
[    patiblc  with  the  charader  given  of  the  youth  by 
:    the  infpciftor,  propofes  it  to  her ;  tlic  girl  may  re- 
I    *^le,  but  is  not  aBowed  to  fay  whom  Ihe  would 
prefer.     The  parents  arc  confulted ;  and  the  di- 
rciftory  give  their  fan<5lion,  or  rejcft  the  propofal 
^^  ^hc  marriage  thus  far  advanced,  if  they  think 
^^at  the  youth  will  not  be  able,  by'his  labour,  to 
^^mtaln  his  wife  and  children,  or  if  they  fee  in 
^^    ^ny  other  danger  likely  to  accrue  to  the  good 
^^^Cf  of  the  focicty ; — ^but  thcfe  refufals  are  rare. 
^  nc  regulation  by  which  the  man  is  not  allowed 
^^  ^nveric  with  the  woman  before  his  having 
^JKcd'and  obtained  licr  in  marriage,  has,  in  the 
^^nion  of  the  Moravians,  the  advantage  of  pre 
Vol.  IV.  L  venting 
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venting  all  kind  of  redudion,  and  confeqaenl 

fay  they,  all  danger  of  improper  conduct,    hi 

-riage  is,  according  to  thcnii  a  fpiritual  unic 

the  brethren  and  fitters  being  filled  with  the  H 

Spirit,  live  more  cordially  together ;  their  unioi 

more  durable,  than  if  it  were  founded  on  a  cho 

of  their  hearts,  which  might  deceive  them.  Tl 

even  regard  the  affedlion  which  precedes  marris 

as  a  difpofition  contrary  to  the  iandity  of  m 

riage ;    and  they  carry  this  opinion  fo  far,  tl 

when  it  happens,  which  is  not  without  czamp! 

though  they  are  extremely  rare,  that  a  brotl 

and  a  lifter  had  privately  a  too  intimate  conn< 

tion,  thefe  cannot  afterwards  be  married  togeth 

The  crime  is  kept  private  with  the  tnfpe6lors  a 

the  direftory.  The  girl  is  reprimanded,  but  w. 

mildnefs ;  kept  with  the  rcH  if  fhe  feem  to  : 

-pent;  and  married  to   another  young  man, 

aiked  by  any  one,  but  never  ta  her  favourite* 

leaft  unlefe  both  of  them  renounce  the  ibciety 

Marriage  takes  place,  not  only  between  t 

}T)uth  of  the  fame  focicty,  but  between  thofe 

different  Moravian  focietics.  When  a  man  or 

woman  wiflies  to  marry  a  pcrfbn  of  toother  re 

gion,  tlicy  are  not  prevented,  if  they  perfift 

their  rclSjlution,  in  fpite  of  the  advice  of  thi 

• 

Jnfpcftors  and  the  diredory,  it  being  the  prim 
pie  of  the  Moravian  fociety,  never  to  compel  a 

pcrib 
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l^crfons  to  continue  in  it  againft  their  inclina^ 
tion ;  but  they  are  then  conlidcrcd  to  belong  no 
longer  to  the  focicty,  tod  muft  quit  it.  Exam- 
ples of  this  fom^times  happen,  as  the  girls,  whoie 
relatives  live  at  a  diftance,  have  permiffioi^to  vifit 
their  family,  and  occadonally  meet  young  men 
whom  they  prefer  to  the  Moravian  brethren  pro- 
pofcd  to  them  by  their  infpe(3xefles. 

The  girls  in  the  houfe  of  the  fillers  are  not 
kept  (hut  up  ;  they  hare  liberty  to  go  out ;  but, 
as  the  focicty  is  fmall,  the  prafticc  of  watching 
them  is  ib  univerfal,  that  all  their  a<5iions  are 
known ;  and  the  fpirit  of  the  religion  in  which 
they  are  educated  and  kept,  prevents  them  from 
CTcry  a<fl,  however  innocent,  which  the  fociety 
^nfidcrs  irregular — as,  for  example>  to  fpeak  to 
1  young  man.  This  Ipirit  of  watchfulnefs  and 
of  religion  is  alike  extended  to  thofe  of  the  iiilerd 
^ho  are  employed  as  domcftics  in  families,  and 
w  thus  lefs  under  the  immediate  and  cojaflapt 
^e  of  the  infpCiSrefs ;  and  this  lyftcm  extends 
towards  the  young  men  and  women  of  other  re- 
ligions, employed  in  the  different  eftabUlhments 
of  the  fociety.  The  flighteft  converfation  with 
in  unmarried  woman  is  a  ground  to  expel  the 
lender  from  the  prccincJls  of  the  focicty ;  and 
s  this  rigid  law  is  known  to  ftrangers  before 

L  2  they 
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they  enter  into  the  fcmcc,  it  is  very  rarety  i 
fringed. 

The  dircftors  informed  me,  that  this  law 
prevent  all  commerce  between  the  unmarried  < 
the  tw^  fexcs,  originated  in  the  fervour  of  tl 
young  females,  at  the  time  of  the  reftorationc 
the  fociety  in  1722;  that  they  eftabliflied  i 
among  thcmfclvcs,  and  it  thence  became  a 
eflcntial  article  of  difciplinc  of  the  fociety. 

The  fociety,  however,  is  dcfirous  of  cncourag 
ing  marriage ;  and  with  jufticc,  if  they  wifh  thci 
perpetuity,  as  they  would  receive  little  additioi 
from  ftrangcrs,  were  they  even  willing  to  admi 
them.  But,  as  I  have  already  faid,  their  gran* 
objeft  is  to  prefcr\x  their  dodirincs,  their  difci 
pline,  and  their  fundamental  cuftoms,  which  pre 
fcnt  confiderable  obftaclcs  to  marriage.  A  youn 
man  will  not  marry,  who  does  not  fee  how  he  i 
to  gain  his  bread,  and  maintain  his  family  com 
fortably.  He  can  only  be  an  artizan  ;  and  th 
number  of  thefc  is  circumfcribed  in  Bethlehcn 
as  well  as  in  all  the  other  Moravian  focieties.  Tl 
beft  fliocmakcr,  fmith,  or  other  perfon,  caiui( 
fct  up  in  his  tradc/  while  the  very  confined  nunr 
bcr  of  arCifans  of  the  fame  buiinefs  is  fulL  Th 
fociety  have  a  fufficient  quantity  of  land  in  woo 
to  clear,  which  a  number  of  young  people  woul 

1 
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be  difpofed  to  rent;  but  ftill  they  would  not  be 

fo  immediately,  as  is  wiflied,  uiidcr  the  eye  of  the 

;     direftory  ;  they  might  perhaps  relax  in  their  reli- 

!     gion,  in  the  Icverity  of  manners  exaAed  as  the 

r 

means  of  keeping  it  up,  and  on  thefe  grounds  the 
focicty  have  refu/cd  them  ;  whence  it  follows, 
that  marriages  arc  by  no  means  frequent,  and  that 
there  are  to  be  foimd  in  the  houfe  of  the  fifters, 
unmarried  women  as  far  advaiiced  in  life  as  among 
the  widows.  Thus,  notwithftanding  the  Ame- 
rican fccundit}',  of  which  the  married  fillers  have 
their  Ihare,  tb."  fociety  diminilhes  rather  than  in- 
crcalcs. 

The  Moravian  brethren  and  fillers  receive  no 
dowry  from  the  focicty  on  their  marriage,  but 
tl:\ey  enjoy  the  favings  which  they  may  have 
made  in  a  ftate  of  celibacy.     Befides,  every  bro-- 
thcrmay  poffefs  property  out  of  the  precinfts  of 
the  fociety.     There  is  one  o{  them  who  has  fpe- 
culatcd  largely  in  land,  and  is  proprietor  of  fcve- 
^  thoufand  acres,  not  only  in  different  parts  of 
Pennfylvania,  but  alfo  in  the  other  ftates.    How- 
ever, this  occupation  of  augmenting  his  fortune  is 
confidcred  as  a  kind  of  relaxation  of  principle-    It 
is  not  contrary  to  any  of  the  ftatutes  of  the  ib- 
eiety,  but  .it  is  contrary  to  tlicir  fpint ;  they  do 
not  forbid  it,  but  it  is  not  approved  of  by  rigid 
>loravians.  '  A'Moravian  brother  has  ereded  a 

L  3  wooden 
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wooden  bridge  over  the  rh  er  Lehigh,  built  by 
fubfcription,  to  which  a  number  of  the  other  br^ 
thren  have  contributed, 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  ftangcrs  may  h 
received  into  the  Moravian  fociety  as  brethren 
the  condition  of  their  admiffion  is— that  the 
ihall  Hve  for  fomc  months  under  the  eve  of  th 
fociety,  conformably  to  its  fpirit,  doftrincs,  ap- 
principles ;  and  finally,  theiy.  confent  to  foUoi 
the  rules  of  the  fociety  is  declared  by  their  fig 
nature.  Every  Moravian  brother  alfo,  upon  h 
marriage,  or  fctting  up  houfekeeping,  muft  fub 
fcribe  to  the  flatutes.  One  of  their  rules  is,  the 
they  ihall  not  apply  to  courts  of  law  to  fcttl 
any  difputes  among  them,  whether  of  a  civil  c 
criminal  nature;  the  committee,  which  is  th 
intendant's  council,  is  the  tribunal  appointed  t 
fettle  their  differences,  by  way  of  arbitratioi 
Their  judgment  has  no  force,  except  as  it  is  give 
by  the  confent  of  parties,  who  ftill  have  it  in  thci 
power  to  appeal  to  the  courts  of  juftice  of  th 
country  ;  but  their  doing  fo  excludes  them  fror 
the  fociety.  The  difputes  between  the  brethic 
and  ftrangcrs  are  determined  by  the  prdinary  tr 
bunals,  without  the  fpirit  of  the  fociety  bcir 
thereby  affeded.  It  is  the  fame  with  any  di 
putes  which  the  fociety  itfelt  as  a  proprietc 
may  hare  with  neighbours,  merchants,  or  othca 
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A^  to  the  practice  of  worfhip,  it  confifb  in 
prayers  and  fermons  twice  a  week,  which  all  the 
members  of  the  ibciet}'  muft  attend,  unlefs  they 
hav^e  very  good  reafons  for  abfcncc ;  and  prayers 
every  morning  and  evening,  at  which  the  young 
bretbren  and  iiilcrs  ailid,  the  two  {cx:&  being 
featcd  in  different  iidcs  of  the  church. 

The  Moravian  brethren  and  fiftcrs  are  all  Ger* 

inans,  or  de(ccndants  of  Germans,  and  thus  Gcr- 

inati  is  the  common  language   at  Bethlehem, 

mxny  of  the  inhabitants  not  Ipeaking  any  other. 

They  liavc  all  a  iimplc,  agreeable,  and  tranquil 

n^in.  The  direftors  fay  that  they  are  v^sry  happy ; 

but  {q  fay  alfo  the  heads  of  convents  in  refpeA  or 

tbcir  monks  and  nuns.    It  would  be  ncceflaxy  to 

^rcnmain  fbme  time  with  them  to  difcover  the 

^th.     Nothino;  flicvss  itfcif  in  their  counte- 

'^^nccs,  either  of  great  fatisfacftion  or'  difcontent ; 

*bcy  are  cold,  flow,  and  want  external  expreffion: 

The  Bethlehem  fbciety  is  independent  of  the 

<^"^crs  in  refpcd:  to  matters  of  intereft  and  pro- 

P^'^y*  as  tl>e  others  arc  of  it ;  but  all  arc  undbr 

*^c  fame  (yftem,  and  all  depend  alike  upon  the 

general  college  and  the  fynod.     When  the  cd? 

I^c  wiihes  to  nriake  a  new  eftabliflimcnit  in  Anie-* 

rica,  they  intruft  it  to  the  general  dircAory  of 

the  Unity  in  America,  who  communicate  the 

L  4  matter 
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matter  to  the  different  focieti?:s,    Thefc  lend  m-  -'^• 
T\ey  for  the  undertaking,  and  propofe  to  die  br"^" 
thren  to  go  and  become  members  of  the  nc^  ^' 
cftablifhment.     The  brcthrcq  m^y   rcfufp,  b«--^^ 
they  rarely  do ;  and  on  thelb  occafions  it  is  thc^^ 
marriages  arc  moft  numerous.    An  eftabliflinicn::^^ 
is  at  prcfcnt  propofcd  near  the  river  Mufkinguir::^^' 
beyond  the  Qhio.     In  this  manner  was  fornic      ^ 
the  eftablilhment  of  Salem  in  North  Carolin^^' 
in  175-1,  where  the  prcfent  bilhop  of  Bethlehcu^*^ ^ 
then  a  fimplc  mmifter,  told  me  he  c\it  the.  firC— ^^ 
tree ;  another  near  Lancafter,  in  Pennf}'lvani( 
and  another,  twenty  years  ago,  in  the  county 
Suflex  in  Jerlby,  at  Mount  Hope. 

I  here  conclude  this  long  detail  of  the  fbciet] 
of  Bethlehem.     I  owe  my  acknowlcdgm^rnts  tof^ 
the  Bifliop,  to  the  Intendant,  to  Mr.  Hosfield.  ^ 
t:he  poltmalVr,  a  man  of  fcnfe,  and  much  cfteem-  ^ 
ed  in  the  focici:/;  and   to  Mr.  Cuxow,  one  of 
the  members  of  the   general   diredlory  of  the 
Unity  in  America,  fent  about  a  year  ago  from 
Europe  to  fill  this  gfRcc,  after  being  a  member 
of  the  lynod,  and  for  fcvcn  years  fecretary  to  the 
general  college.    IJe  is  an   enlightened  and  fcn- 
fible  m^rj,  and  one  whofc  cojiverfution  difpovcrs 
great  fmccrity  and  purity  of  heart. 

NAZARETH, 
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•^'AZARETH,    CHRISTIAN-BROWy,    AND   CSADESr 

JVlr.  Cunow  wilhed  to  conduft  me  to  Naza- 
^^t:li,  another  Moravian  focicty,  fix  miles  diftant 
'^om  Bethlehem,  which  was  cllabliftied  fo  late  as 
^  7^7 1,  and  is  peopled  with  about  two  hundred 
P^ribns,  including  the  academy,  where  the  bre- 
^i^ren  are  inilrudcd  in  arithmetic,  drawing,  mu- 
*icr,  mathematics,   and  the  French  and  Englilh 
*^riguages.      A   confiderable  number  of  pupils 
^orne  frpm  other  parts  to  this  feminary,  which 
"3^  fome  reputation ;  but  the  mafters  appear  to 
^^c  very  indiltbrcnt,  at  leaft  in  refpcci  of  draw- 
*rig,  mufic,  and  French,  which  they  cannot  fpcak, 
^^d  which  they  appear  to  be  able  only  to  read,  but 
^ot  to  pronounce.     They  fecm  to  be  much  infe* 
^^or  to  the  filters  academy  at  Bethlehem.    Hence 
*he  ftrangcrs  who  come  to  ftudy  here,  are  iiot 
*^om  the  United  States,   but  moftlv  from  the 
^^ands  of  St.  Thomas,  St.  Groix,  and  Antigua, 
^hcre  the  Moravian  brethren  have  miffionaries. 
T^^hc  board,  including  the  cxpence  of  cloathing, 
^niounts   to  near  two  hundred  dollars  a  yean 
T'he  brethren  pay  for  their  children,  and  the  dif- 
ferent  Moravian  focieties  in  America   pay   for 
tixc  young  brethren  whom  they  fend,  when  their 
I        parents  cannot  afford  it,  and  for  thofe  whom  the 
L        iuedorjr  coniider  of  diftinguilhcd  talents.     In 
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other  refpefts  the  {\  ftem  of  the  fociety  of  Xa^ 
zareth  is  the  fame  as  that  of  Bethlehem,  and  alf^ 
the  others. 

Near  Nazareth  there  is  another  little  Moravian 
fociety,  confifting  of  thirty  houfcs.     Independent 
of  thefe,  there  are  alio  a  number  of  Moravians 
fprcad  through  among  the  cn\  irons  of  Bethlehem 
and  Nazareth,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  Ame- 
rica ;  but  thefe  are  only  admitted  to  what  tlicy 
call  the  communion,   and  arc  not  members  of 
the  fociety.     Nazareth  is  fituatcd  in  a  beautiful 
valley,  of  greater  extent  than  that  of  Bethlehem » 
and  more  pleafant;  but  the  river  Lehigh  and 
Manokify-creck  give  to  the  appearance  and  fitua- 
tion  of  Bethlehem  an  agreeable  richncfs,  which 
is  altogether  wanting  at  Nazareth. 

Before  arriving  at  this  place,  v/e  paiTed  two 
farms,  Chriftian-brown  and  Gnadenthal,  belong- 
ing to  the  Moravian  Unity,  and  thus  out  of  the 
direction  of  the  focieties  of  Bethlehem  and  Na- 
zaretlv  They  are  under  tlie  fuperintendadcc  of 
two  direftors  appointed  by  the  general  college^ 
and  of  thefe  Mr.  Cunow,  with  whom  I  was,  is 
one.  Thefe  farms  comprehend  two  thouiand 
five  hundred  acres,  of  which  only  eight  hundred 
and  ten  are  cleared.  They  arc  very  well  ixtuated* 
and  the  lands  excellent — they  bear  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty-five  bufhels  of  com  the  acre :  ^bof^ 

in 
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itx  meadow  yield  in  proportion,  and  yet  they  do 
not,  bring  the  revenue  a  clear  profit  of  fix  ihil* 
^in.gs  the  acre ;  I  ipeak  of  the  lands  cleared.  The 
"w^ant  of  hands,  and  the  great  expence  of  thofe 
tHat  can  be  got,  is  made  an  cxcufc  for  this  bad 
^rdcr  of  things,  but  it  appears  to  me  rather  the 
it  of  ignorance  and  negligence.  Some  farms 
let  to  tenants,  who  pay  as  rent  one-half  of 
^Keir  winter,  and  one-third  of  their  fummer  pro- 
d^ioe ;  and  thefe  bring  more  profit  to  the  Unity. 
iSflr.  Cimow  appeared  fenfiblc  of  the  impro- 
P^^i^ty  of  the  prefcnt  bad  management  of  thefe 
^rrns,  and  was  employed  in  reforming  it. 

In  commending,  with  him,  the  zeal  of  the 

^^oravians  to  propagate  the  gofpel  among  the 

**^clians,  I  fpoke  to  him  of  the  benefit  it  would 

"<^  to  propagate  in  America  a  good  method  of 

^'^^ture,  which  would  be  eafy  to  them  in  the 

^^labliftunent  of  their  farms.     They  might  em- 

F^loy  fome  Englifli  Moravian  farmers,  and  form 

*^^  their  farms  a  fchool  of  agriculture,  where  a 

'^^mbcr  of  young  American  farmers  might  be  in- 

^^^Xidled  at  once.     Such  an  cftabliftimcnt  would 

"^^^Uiaubtedly,  from  the  high  price  of  labour,  in- 

^rcafc  their  cxpences  for  fome  years ;  but  that 

\        ^^^^^^nvenicnce,  which  might  probably  be  an  in- 

I       ^uciUc  obftacle  to  an  individual,  could  not  be 

■       fo  to  a  focict}\     It  would  loon  be  repaid  an  hun- 

K  dred 
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dred  fold  by  their  produce,  and  the  benefit  whi 
fuch  an  cftablifhmcnt  would  render  to.the 
try,  would  be  an  cvcrlafting  honour  to  this 
nevoicnt  and  beneficent  fociety.     Mr.   Can 
appeared  to  me  not  to  be  infenlible  of  this  id 
the  realllation  of  which  would  produce  innunrx 
rablc  happy  confequcnces  to  the  United  States 

THE  ROAD  TO  EASTOX.— EASTON. 

The  country  from  Bethlchcin  to  Nazarc 
and  from  Naxari:th  to  Eafton,   is  a  fucceiiioxi. 
little  hills  and    vailies  more   or   lefs  cxtcnfL 
Many  fituations  on  this  road  afford  very  agr 
able  profpccts.     The  houfes  are  numerous,  a 
have  the  air  of  comfort.     The  price  of  land  'm 
this  trail  is  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  d 
lars  the  acre. 

Eafton  is  built  on  the  conflux  of  the  riv 
Lehigh  and  Delaware.     It  is  the  capital  of 
county  of  Northampton,  which  has  twenty- 
thoufand  inhabitants.    The  land  which  is  the 
of  the  town  is  about  two  hundred  acres  in 
tent,  lying  compaftly  between  the  river  and 
mountains ;   it  is  nothing  but  fand  and  pcbblt^  ^ 
and  the  mountains  which  fiirround  it  arc  co; 
pofed  of  calcareous  ftone.     The  fituation  of  tl^>- 
ground,  its  compofition,  and  a  companion  pf 
with  other  lands  around,  Icftve  no  doubt  that 
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ft  have  formerly  been  the  bed  of  the  rivers, 
wiiich  have  changed  their  couffe.  This  city; 
confiftingof  one  hundred  and  fifty  houfes,  moftly 
oF  ftone,  contains  the  public  buildings  of  the 
covinty.  The  inhabitants  are  moftly  Germans, 
or  their  defcendcnts.  The  city  was  begun  to  be 
buj.lt  in  1/50,  and  has  gradually  increafed.  Al- 
'^oft  the  whole  of  the  land,  as  well  as  a  great 
pajTt  of  the  land  in  the  neighbourhood,  belonged 
"to  the  family  of  Penn.  At  the  time  of  the  re- 
"^'oliition,  a  great  number  of  perfons  feized  upon 
*^  \anlawfully ;  and  it  was  not  till  1 7Q4  that  the 
^cnn  family  were  reftored  to  their  right,  upon  a 
^ttlement  with  the  poflcflbrs,  and  received  from 
*^om  a  price  not  equal  to  the  prefent  value,  but 
^^xifiderably  more  than  it  was  worth  at  the  time 
^f"  the  ufurpation.  Thofc  who  refufed  were  corn- 
Polled  by  law. 

£a{lon  has  a  confidcrable  trade  in  com  with 

*^Hiladelphia.     There  belong'  to  this   city,  and 

^^tid  within  feven  miles  round  it,  eleven  good 

ills,  upon  the  fame  conftruftion  as  thofe  of 

^andywine.      They    fend   annually   thirty-five 

'^ouland   barrels   of  flour   to   the  Philadelphia 

^^^rket.     A  part  of  Jcrfcy,  in  the  neighbour* 

^^^od   of  the   Delaware,  and   which  enjoys  no 

capable  of  turning  mills,  fend  their  com 

the  mills  about  Eafton,  as  do  all  the  county  of 

Northampton. 
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Korthampton.  The  Ekda^^ve  is  havij 
vcffcls  of  a  coniidcrablc  burthen  a  hund 
higher  thah  £ailon<  The  veflels  fron 
to  Philadelphia  carry  feven  hundred  1 
flour. 

The  town  lots,  whick  are  twenty  fee 
land  two  hundred  in  depth,  are  fold  at  i 
hundred  and  forty  to  five  hundred  do 
cording  to  their  fituation.  The  land 
neighbourhood  arc  wwth  from  twenty-: 
hundred  dollars  the  acre.  This  countr 
the  reft  of  Pennfylvania,  is  covered  wit 
chards.  They  feem  to  begin  to  know  13 
of  the  difference  of  the  kinds  of  trees, 
advantage  of  grafting.  The  labourers 
from  four  to  five  fhillings  a  day  in  the 
about  Eafton.  Maibns  and  carpenters  i 
the  town  a  dollar  and  a  quarter.  Meat 
pence  a  potxnd,  and  is  in  great  abundanc 
cofts  here  three  dollars  a  week,  and  hoi 
forty-five  dollars. 

THE  ROAD  TO  BEtVIDERE.— BELVIE 

The  river  Delaware  is  throughout  t 
dary  between  the  ftate  of  PcnnlyUiania 
of  New  Jerfey.  It  is  narrow  at  Eafton, 
are  now  coUefting  wood  to  crcd  a  br 
it,  the  abutments  of  which  on  each  fi< 
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ready  built:    until  it  be  finilhcd,   the   river  is 

croflfed  in  a  very  good  ferry-boat.     Being  dc* 

firovis  of  viewing  the  banks  of  this  river,  1  went 

fo  far  out  of  my  road  to  follow  them.     The  road 

to  Belvidere,  which  I  took,  is  all  along  through 

the*  Scotch  Mountains,  and  the  little  hills,  which 

in  this  trad  almofl:  uniformly  border  the  river, 

arriidft  an  agreeable  iucceffion  of  large  vallies^ 

from  three  to  fix  or  feven  miles  in  extent.     The 

^^iintry  is  filled  with  well  built  houfes,  pretty 

^lofc  together.     The  lands  are  of  a  good  quality, 

^'^d  in  a  ftate  of  high  cultivatioii ;  even  fome  of 

^^  declivities  of  the  mountains  are  cleared,  and 

^c  very  produftive.    The  whole  of  this  road  pre- 

fetxfcs  a  fucceflion  of  profpci^,  not  extcnfive,  but 

"^ch  and  agreeable.     In  three  or  tour  places  wc 

*^lc  intirely  the  little  hills  which  border  the  Dc- 

'^A^are,  and  enjoy  a  view  towards  Philadelphia, 

through  vallics  much  more  cxtenfivc,  ftill  better 

^^Itivated  and  inhabited  than  thofe  of  Jerfey, 

^^d  which  is  terminated  by  tlic  Blue  Mountains. 

-'^  hkdc  profpe<Ss  arc  rich,  varied,  and  delightful. 

'^  He  Pifqucfi -creek,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the 

''^^laware    at  Belvidere,  is    the  only  Avatcr  to 

found  in  the  trad:  from  Eafton,   which  is 

than  fourteen  miles,  and  the  corn  of  all 

^Hat  diftrift  is  carried  to  the  Eafton  mills.     This 

^cck,  which  has  a  cp\xric  of  thirty  mUes,  is  at 

Belvidere. 
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Bclvidcrc  broad  and  rapid.     Two  fucceffive  faU^ 
of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  fect  each,  turn  com  and 
faw^-mllls.     The  corn-mills  fend  their  flour  to 
Philadelphia,  and  are  fupplicd  with  grain  in  the 
neighbourhood,   where  it  is  produced  in  great 
quantiti(^<»     This  traffic  is  carried  on  by  the  De- 
laware ;  but  the  navigation  of  that  river,  although 
it  is  open  for  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  higher,  i* 
rendered  difficult  and  dangerous,  from  the  very 
ftrong  currents,  and  the  number  of  rocks  in  fcvc- 
ral  parts  of  it.  "   There  are  two  or  three  of  thcf^ 
rapids  between  Belvidere  and  Eafton,  two  of  thcrn 
two  miles  from  Belvidere,  called  the  Little  and 
Great  Falls :  at  the  latter,  in  three  quarters  of  ^ 
mile  of  its  courfc,  the  river  has  a  fall  of  twenty^ 
nine  feet.     The  navigable  canal  is  near  the  Ihor^^ 
of  Philadelphia,  and  is  not  above -fix  toifcs  or  fa 
thorns  broad.     Beyond  that  the  river  is  full  o 
rcKiis,  a  very  little  depth  under  water,  and  fomc- 
tlmcs  appearing  above  its  furface.  I  was  informed, 
that   notwithftanding  the  rapidity  of  this  cur- 
rent, which  carries  veiTcls  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  in 
tv/o  minutes,   and  the  number  of  rocks  in  its 
courfc,  the  boats  are   in  no  danger  when  the 
boatmen  are  attentive;  but  it  often  happens  that 
they  arc  not  fo,  but  get  drunk,  which  produces 
frci^ULnt  accidents ;  for  if  the  boat  be  allowed 
to  go  the  lead  to  one  fide,  and  be  not  kept  Care** 

fully 
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in  the  ftreaixi,  it  is  inevitably  driven  either 
I  the  rocks  or  the  bank.  The  rifing  and 
;  of  the  waters  increaie  the  danger ;  and  be^^ 
bh,  the  ide  uniformly  flops  the  navigation 
5  the  winter :  it  is  often  imprafticable  in 
ring,  and  even  to  the  middle  of  fummer. 
lavigation  fronl  Belvidere  to  Philadelphia  is 
ill  twenty- four  hours,  and  it  takes  five  or 
fs  to  go  up  the  i-iver  from  Philadelphia  to 
lere.  Hence  a  hundred-weight,  which  tofts 
he  fifth  of  a  dollar  to  be  carried  to  Philfe*- 
a,  cofts  three  quarter  dollars  to  be  fent  to 
lere»  The  flme  applies  to  the  whole  navi- 
of  the  Delaware,  with  the  difference  of 
eight,  according  to  their  diftance.  The 
ux,  which  come  down  froijl  BelviderC}  carry 
y  barrels  of  flour.  By  thei^  the  ftores  at 
Icfe  are  fupplied  with  dry  goods  and  liquors 
Philadelphia,  with  which  they>  in  their 
ftipply  that  part  of  the  country  which  fun- 
the  com  to  the  mills.  The  pricfe  of  goods 
videre  is  about  thirty  per  cent  higher  thah 
la4elphia.  There  are  at  prefcilt  tw6  ftores 
ridere,  which  are  faid  to  be  in  a  profperous 
cm. 

ridere  confifts  of  about  twenty  lumfcs,  but 
imber  of  inhabitants  is  annually  increafing, 
i^  neighbourhoo4  is  Very  populous.  It  is 
U IV.  M  one 
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one  of  the  plcafentcft  fituations  which  I  ha 

hitherto  fccn  in  America.     The  view  is  not  vc 

cxtcnfive,  but  it  embraces  a  great  number  of  gc 

tie  elevations  on  both  fides  of  the  rivtr,  aiid  fill 

with  houfcs.  .  It  follows  the  Delaware  for  V 

miles  and  to  the  head  of  the  Great  Falls,  and 

bounded,  at  the  dillance  of  three  or  four  miles, 

tlie  chain  of  the  Scotch  mountains,  along  the  i 

of  which  the  road  runs  towards  Eafton.     T 

lands  in  the  ncichbourhood  of  Belviderc  arc  ii 

at  from  forty  to  forty-eight  dollars  the  acre.  T 

tpwn-lots,  which  are  a  quarter  of  an  acrc^  bri 

at  prefent  from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  s 

twenty-five  dbllars.     I'hc  lands  fomo  miles  i 

ther  are  fold  for  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  <lol] 

tht:  acre,  and  thofe  in  Pcnniylvania  at  the  & 

diUance  are  always  three  or  four  dollars  deft 

although  not  of  better  quality  than  thoie  in  J 

fey.     This  proceeds  from  tlic  fuperior  excelk 

of  the  Pcnnf)'lvania  laws,  the  more  flouri& 

ftatc  of  the  finances,  which  requires  lefs  ti 

than  in  Jerfey  for  the  cxpcnccs  of  govemmc 

and,  finally,  from  the  dependence  of  that  ] 

of  the  Hate  of  Jerfey  upon  Philadelphia; for 

fales  and  returns. 

Thefc  motives,  however,  do  not  appear  it 
clcnt  to  occafion  fo  great  a  ditFcrcnce  of  price 
twecn  land:)  of  the  lame  qualify,  and.ia  thfe  fi 

fituat 
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fitviation.  This  dificjrence  ho^'ever  do^s  cxift, 
aacl  the  Peimiylvania  iJdc  is  by  far  the  more  p6- 
piilous.. 

^though  negro  flavery  be  cptotenanced  by 

the  laws  of  Jerfey,  the  number, of  flaves  is  not 

tkcrc  fo  coniiderablc  as  to  prevent  the  neceffity 

of  the  labour  of  .>vhites.     Labourers  are  fcarce  : 

tiie  free  negroes,  who  hire  themfelves  out,  receive, 

like  other  labourers,  half  a  dollar  a  day  and  their 

board. 

I  had  a  letter  fix>m  Mr.  Drayton,  fpeaker 
of  tibic  Houfe  of  Heprcfentativcs  of  Congrcfs,  to 
Major  Hope,  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Belviderc. 
He -was  formerly  proprietor  of  all  the  land  on 
^(4.  the  town  is  now  built,  and  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen  hundred  acres  around  it,  which  he  pur- 
chafed  jthir^  years  ago,  for  four  dollars  an  acre. 
At  that  time  it  was  in  a  defert  ftate.  He  has 
fetained  only  three  hundred  acres,  on  which  is 
built  t  pretty  but  very  fmall  houfe  that  he  occu- 
pies. He  received  me  with  that  cordial  politc- 
iicfi  and  iimplicity  which  I  have  found  all  through 
i%merica,  and  would  have  had  me  ftay  with  him 
a,  week,  affuring  me  that  it  would  put  him  to  ho 
trouble  or  inconvenience.  I  departed  however 
after  haiang  pafled  half  a  day  with  him- 

This  country,  as  well  as  all  the  way  I  travelled 
ixoxn  Philadelphia,  is  full  of  little  birds  of  the 

M  2  fizc 
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fize  and  kind  of  a  blackbird ;  they  are  blaC^ 
but  their  head  is  of  the  mod  bnlliant  pluma^ 
They  fly  from  branch  to  branch,  and  on  the  i^ 
clofures  round  the  fields,  and  do  not  ieem  to  k 
frightened  at  the  approach  of  travellers. 

The  moft  common  trees  in  the  woods  arc  th 
ccphalantus,  the  black  and  white  walnut,  th 
Canada  beech,  the  fumach,  the  rhus  tozicoden 
drum,  the  laurel,  the  benjamin  and  the  iaflafiras 

HACKETSTOWN. 

A  fucceflion  of  hills,  preceding  the  chain  c 
the  Scotch  mountains,  leads  to  Hackctftowr 
where  I  llept  the  25th  of  June.  We  meet  the 
conftantly  mountains  and  defcents  through  a  vcr 
rocky  country ;  although,  fomctimes,  the  roa 
runs  for  a  mile  or  two  through  -valleys,  TL 
road  prefents  nothing  agreeable  to  the  view.  Ex 
cept  thefe  firft  hills  neareft  the  Delaware,  all  th 
reft  is  thinly  inhabited,  and  of  courfc  poorly  cul 
tivated.  The  houfes  arc  rudely  built  of  truni 
of  trees,  and  have  a  mifcrable  appearance.  Oc 
cafionally  we  meet  with  buildings  fomewhat  bel 
tcr,  but  thefe  arc  few.  We  fee  alfo  meadows  < 
confiderable  extent.  This  indeed  is  the  mQ 
ufiiAl  kind  of  agriculture  in  thefe  mountains 
where,  however^  we  find  alfo  fome  r)^e,  com,  ar 
maiz?,  which  is  little  cultivated  on  the  Jcrfi 

fi< 
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iide  of  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,    Apple  or-. 
ch&rds  arc  likewile  very  common. 

Five  miles  from  Belviderc  is  Oxford-forge,  ib 
called  from  the  name  of  the  townfhip  in  which 
it  is  iituated.     This  work  had  been  given  up 
for  ibnie  years,  and  ^yas  lat;ply  renewed  by  Mr. 
RoBERDEAU,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  with  whom 
1  dined  at  the  houfe  of  Major  Hope  :  it  is  not 
yet  carried  on  with  fpirit.     Five  miles  farther 
is  ^Gntfhiill,  fo  called  from  the  name  of  the  pro- 
pricton    The  river  is  croiTed  .by  the  bank  of  the 
^ill,  which  is  very  narrow,  and  a  foot  deep  of 
^ater  when  the  mill  is  not  going :  the  water 
^hcn  falls  about  twelve  feet,  and  is  twenty  fa- 
'Horns  wide.     A  little  canoe,  which  was  lying  by 
^c  bank,  frightened  my  horfe,  who,  to  iavc  him- 
fclf,  leaped  into  the  canoe,  which  he  ovcrfet; 
*>ut,  although  I  run  a  great  rifk,  he  carried  me  out 
^cly,  and  better  than  he  would  have  been  able 
*o  do  from  the  cafcade  into  which  we  muft  have 
■^llcn,  but  for  this  ridiculous  leap.     This  is  the 
^mc  Creek  Pifqueffi  which  1  paffed  before  on 
^  bridge  four  miles  higher.     The  lands  are  in- 
herent in  all  this  traft ;  they  fcU  for  iix  or  fe- 
^  dollars  an  acre.     The  generality  of  the  in- 
utbitants  are  Germans  or  fons  of  Germans ;  there 
arc  alio  a  number  of  Irilh,  and  people  from  New 
England.     Hacketftown  is  a  long  paltry  village, 

M  3  thinly 
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thinly  and  badly  inhabited.     It  lies  half  a 

from  the   Scotch  mountains,  which  are  • 

CcxAy,  or  the  Mafkiniguok  Mountains. 

water  is  brackifti  and  very  bad.     Fevers  ar 

frequent  here  in  autumn,-  which  is  the  a 

all  parts  of  Jerfey,  particularly  thofc  to  the 

and  the  middle  of  the  ftatc.     The  lands  i 

about  Hacketftown  are  fold  at  from  fix  t< 

dollars  an  acre,  and  are  generally  kept  ifi  rtic 

The  produce  which  is  not  confum^cd  in  the 

try,  and  all  the  articles  of  iron  manufaxSu 

the  forge,  arc  carried  to  New  York,  or  rat 

Elizabcthtown,  from  whence  they  are  ihip| 

New  York.     Four  thoufand  pounds  of 

the  general  produce  of  an  acre,  and  eight 

twenty  bufhcls  of  rye,  or  Indian  corn,  in  tb< 

uridwi  that  culture.     Labourers  are  found 

eaficr  this  year  than  in  the  two  preccdiilj 

trade  being  Icfs  quick  at  New  York.     Tl: 

paid  at  Hacketftown  three  quarter-dollars 

if  they  board  themfclvcs,  or  the  half  of  thi 

with  their  board.    The  country  abounds 

mines,  which  are;  faid  to  be  very  rich,  9 

found  at  a  very  fmall  depth. 

Three  miles  from  Hacfcefftown  there  j*  e 
of  ferruginous  mineral  water,  pretty  mu 
quentcd  in  fummer, ,  and  it  would  be  ftil 
fo  if  better  r  fitted  up,  but  the  ^ring  is;i 
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covered.    An  old  caik,  ftanding  in  the  open  air, 

and  covered   with  a  bunch  of  willows,  is  the 

coYrmon  bathing  place ;  there  is  no  other :  and 

as  there  is  no  houie  built  at  the  place,  thofe  who 

come  to  drink  the  waters  are  obliged  to  lodge  iijf 

the  neighbouring  farm-houfes,  and  if  they  wifh 

to    drink  wine  they  muft  carrj*^  it  with  them. 

The  property  of  the  ground  in  which  the  fpring 

is  iitilated  being  under  difpute  between  two  per- 

ftns,  there  is  no  faying  when  this  place,  whicK 

would  produce  great  profits  to  one  that  would 

arrange  it  conveniently,  will  receive  any  rnclio- 

rttion. 

Abo\it  two  miles  before  reaching  Hacketftovvn, 

tt  the  foot  of  a  mountain  which  I  afccnded  on 

foot,  I  perceived  in  the  wood,  fixty  or  feventy 

ftet  from  the  road,  fomcthine;  of  confiderablc 
-  .  "... 

fee,  the  form  of  which  I  could  not  diftinguifli, 

l>ut  it  fcemcd  to  hang  on  a  tree  :  this  was  to- 

^rds  evening.     I  went  up  to  it,  and  it  appeared 

to  be  a  dead  animal,  but  having  touched  it  with 

my  whip,  it  leaped  to  the  ground  ;  it  went  flowly 

Hito  the  wood,  emitting  a  foetid  fmell.     It  was 

•nopoflum,  of  which  I  had  fcen  a  great  many 

afRiiladelphia,  but  had  not  before  found  them 

in  the  woods.     This  one  muft  have  been  a  foot 

Stid  zn  half  long,  including  the  tail,  which  was 

^Ut  half  a  foot.     The  tail  is  ^at  arid  covered 

,M  4  with 
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vith  a  kind  of  rough  fcales,  which  enables  it  1 
fufpend  itfclf  from  the  trees.  They  are  va 
common  in  Jcrlcy,  Pcnnfylvania,  and  Marylani 
The  remarkable  peculiarity  of  this  animal  is 
kind  of  bag,  which  the  females  have  vmder  the 
belly,  where  they  keep  their  young  from  the  tin 
they  are  brought  forth,  and  where  they  remau 
till  they  are  able  tq  run.  Thefe  animals  live  c 
fruit,  ^t(hy  and  on  bifds,  when,  they  can  catc 
them,  Tl^^^c  ^?  ^dfb  in  Jerfey  rats  and  racoo(i 
The  {kin  of  the  racoon  iells  at  Philsidelphia  fi 
two  or  thfee  (fillings.  The  hatter^  mix  the  ha 
of  it  with  beaver  and  rabbits  hair  to  make  hal 
Iconic  peribns  cppiider  a  racoon  a  delicate  morfe 
to  mc  it  was  execrable,  although  I  ate  it  mo 
readily  thap  1  did  young  bear^  vvhich  I  found  ^ 
cellent. 

THE  ROAD  TO  MORRISTOWN.— REYNHARD. 

In  travelling  from  H^cketftown  we  crois  tl 
Creek  Mufkinigunk,  which  falls  into  the  Dd 
ware  five  or  fix  miles  belQW;^  and  thcic  arc  tl 
laft  waters  that  take  this  courfe:  the  Scotc 
Cooly,  or  Mufkinigunk  inoviQtaips^  throwii 
them  the  other  way.  This  chsiin  pf  n^ountaii 
as  I  have  already  mentioned,  is  a  cqntiznmti< 
of  ^he  I^chigh  mountains.  The  creeks  beyoi 
them  Tun  either  into  the  Bay  of  New  York 

tl 
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ihc  North  River ;  but  thoic  only  that  are  in  the 

northern  part  of  the  ftatc  take  this  courfc.  Theic 

mountains  are  not  very  high,  but  are  the  higheft 

in  Jerfcy.     They  arc  about  a  mile  broad.     The 

lands  arc  very  indifferent  and  thinly  inhabited ; 

and  the  few  inhabitants  are  talking  of  emigrate* 

Mig  towards  the.  weftem  territory,  or  to  Teneflcc. 

Great  part  of  them  are  Germans.     At  the  foot 

of  thcfe  mountains  we  crofs  one  of  the  fources 

^f  the  Rariton,  a  river  by  which  is  carried  on  the 

navigation  between  Brunfwick  and  New  York. 

Here  we  quitted  the  county  of  Suflcx,  which 

^ntains  nineteen  thouiand  free  inhabitants,  and 

^  hundred  and  fifty  ilaves-   My  horfe  was  {o  hurt 

^ith  the  faddle  that  I  wa3  obliged  to  ftop  at  the 

*^  tavern  I  found.     I  happily  fell  upon  the 

'^Oiifc  of  one  of  the  worthieft  and  moll  obliging 

^en  living,  Retuhaud,  of  German  extradion, 

^lio  took  charge  of  my  horfe  till  it  fhould  be 

'^^alcd,  which  might  take  a  fortnight,,  and  who 

*^^t  me  one  to  go  to  Morriftown,  where  I  could 

^*^d  the  means  of  getting  to  New  York.     He  is 

?5X)prietor  of  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  forty 

^^^rcs,  for  whiph  he  paid,  two  years  ago,  five  dol- 

*^rs  an  acre,  being  the  common  price  in  the  coim- 

*'^.  The  ftate  of  culture  and  the  prices  are  pretty 

'^uch  the  fame?  93  on  the  other  fide  of  the  moun- 

^ins ;  the  lands  are  however  better.     They  have 

fown 
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/own  no  com  fincc  four  or  five  years  ago,  whc^^ 
the  Hefrinn  fly  cleftroycd  two  fucccfli\e  crops - 
They  j^ropcfc  to  recommence  that  culture  next 
year,  thefc  flics  appearing  to  have  quitted  Jerfcy- 
The  townfnip  where  Mr.  Rcynhard's  tavern    i^ 
fituated  is  called  Fhuiders.    It  is  in  a  great  mca- 
fire  peopled  with  Irilh,  or  emigrants  from  Nc"^' 
EncrUmd, 

There  arc  two  churches  in  the  nciirhbourhood> 
one  of  Mcthodifts,  and  the  other  Prcfbvtcrians- 

In  Jerfey,  as  well  as  Pennlylvania,  tl>c  cxpcn 
of  w  orfhip  is  defrayed  by  voluntar}'  fubfcriptio^- 
No  pcrfon  pays  who  does  not  chufc,  and  there  *^^ 
many  who  contribute  nothing. 

Mr.  Rcynhard  alfo  keeps  a  ftore.     The  price  ^* 
rnnlaGTc  from  his  houfe  to  Elizabethtown,  thirt"V^' 
t'vvo   miles  diftancc,   is  three  dollars  and  thr^^ 
ouarters  tlie  thoufand  weight.  The  price  of  ftoT^^ 
T?  hrrc  five  and  twent}'  per  cent  dearer  than  ^^ 
Tncw  York  ;  but  a  pcrfon  muft  be  both   fkilf^^  ^ 
2pd  fortunate  to  clear  hcilf  the  profit  of  what    "^^ 
high  a  price  fl'cms  to  promifc.    The  greateft  {it=-^ 
is  of  liquors,  and  the  number  of  neighbours  wl  ^ 
conic  to  drink  without  paying  is  confidcrab  "*^ ' 
j^reatf  r  than  of  thofc  who  do  pay.     It  is,  thct'^ 
K?re,   neccdliry  to  follow  the  practice  of  court' 
the  cvx:  half  of  the  money  of  thofc  who  pay 
h^.ain:.  i:crc,  r.s  clfjwhere,  in  the  hands  of  jufti 

Afto^ 
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A.  ftore-kcepcr,  who  fhould  rcfufc  to  give  credit, 

wo\xId  here  fell  nothing  :  fo  at  leaft  I  was  told  by 

the  ivorthy  Rcynhard.    Other  articles  pay  better, 

but  do  not  make  a  quick  return.     Although  the 

legal  currency  of  the  ftate  of  Jerfcy  is  the  (ame 

with  that  of  Pennfylvania,  namely,  feven  fliil- 

iiiigs  and  ilxpencc  the  dollar,  the  great  traffic 

^^ith  New  York  makes  the  New  York  currency 

(eight  ihillings  the  dollar)  more  common  in  that 

part  of  Jcrfey,  where  this  .commerce  is  carried 

on  ;  and  in  that  currency  they  make  their  )nar* 

kets  and  ftate  their  accounts. 

THE  ROAD  FROM  REYifflARirS  TAVERN  tO 
MORRiSTdWN .— MORRISTOWN. 

The  country,  after  leaving  Flahders,  is  crciy 
*hcrc  mountainoui;  they  become  lower  and 
lower  as  ^-proceed,  but  ^t*  do  not  entirely  lofe 
^m  till  within  a  few  miles  of  McJrriftown.  All 
*^is  way  the  houfes  are  very  indifferent,  and  very 
'liinly  fcattetcd.  The  knds  feem  to  be  ftmc- 
^hat  better.  ^  *Thc  moft  common  crops  arc  grais> 
^%  and  Indian  com.  The  bread  tried  in  this 
P^Tt  of  Jerfey  is  moftly  of  Ty«,  as  bread  of  Itjdian 
^Oin  is  moft  common  in  New  England. 

Morriftown,  the  capital  of  Morris    county, 
^^hich  wc  enter  on  croffing  a  branch  of  the  Ran- 

ton. 
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ton,  is  a  pretty  village,  confifting  of  a  hundred 
houfes,  difpcrfcd  over  Ac  hillocks  around.  Here 
is  the  court  of  jufticc,  a  Prefbyterian  church, 
and  the  great  fquaxe  laid  out  for  the  centre  of  the 
town,  but  which  can  never  be  regular  from  the 
fituation  of  the  grounds.  Befides  the  Prefbyte- 
rian church,  which  is  tolerably  handfome,  there 
is  another  belonging  to  the  Anabaptifb,  and  an 
academy,  well  built  and  refpcAably  conduced. 
The  fcholars  fcnt  away  from  this  are  fit  for  the 
fecond  dafs  in  the  college  of  Princetowh. 

All  the  houfes  in  Morriftown  arc  of  wood^ 
neat  and  well  painted.  The  town-lots  coft  from 
eighty  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  dpllars.  Here, 
as  in  all  this  part  of  Jerley,  moft  of  the  ground 
is  in.  gfafs  •  and  Indian  corn.  They  rear  a  good 
many  cattle,  which  they  fend  to  Philadelphia  and 
New  York.  The  fear  of  the  HeflBan  fly  has  pre- 
vented the  farmers  here  from  refuming  the-  cul- 
ture of  com ;  ibme  of  them>  hqweyer,  mean  to 
attempt  it  next  year.  There  is  ^t  Morriftown  a 
fmall  "  Society  for  the  encouragement  of  Agri-p 
culture  and  lafcFul  Arts.*'  From  wh4t  1  CQuld 
learo  of  fbme  of  the  moft  zealous  of  its  members j 
it  has  only  the  title — it  does  nothing :  the  ftib-> 
fcription  of  the  members  fumifties  a  library,  which 
at  preipnt  confifts.gf  no  more  than  t^^o  hundred 

volumes. 
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Volumes,  and  in  which,  according  to  tlie  feniible 
^ftitution  of  the  founders,  there  are  to  be  no 
W>ks  cither  of  Idw  or  divinity, 

CHATHAM  AND  NEWARK. 

Chatham,  lying  eight  miles  from  Morriftown, 

.  « the  firft  village  vfc  find  on  the  New  York  road. 

Here  the  plain  commences,  and  afterwards  the 

ground  becomes  uneven  as  far  as  NcA^ark.    The 

Agriculture  and  vent  for  the  produce,  all  the  way 

to  Newark,  is  nearly  the  fame  as  at  Morriftown. 

^Hc  country  is  ftill  more  covered  with  orchards 

^f  apples,  cherries,  and  peaches.    They  complain 

^^  Jerley  of  a  fmall*worm,  which  infmuates  itfelf 

^'^to  the  roots  of  the  peach  trees,  and  kills  the 

*^^c  in  a  year  or  two  after  it  has  attacked  if. 

^iitj  have  not  been  able  to  difcover  either  the 

^^iifc  of  this  worm,  or  a  method  to  deftroy  it. 

"^ach-brandy  is  neverthclefs  nearly  as  coniidcr- 

^«lc  an  article  of  commerce  in  Jeriey  as  cydcr- 

*^*"andy. 

The  inhabitants  of  Jerfey,  beft  informed  upon 
^at  fubje<ft,  told  me,  that  they  export  more  of 
^^efe  two  kinds  of  brandy  than  they  export  of 
Wm,  wine-brandy,  gin,  and  wine.  Their  export 
fiiuft  therefore  be  great,  as  the  confumption  of 
foreign  fpirits  is  not  Icfs  confiderablc  in  Jcrfcy 
tlian  clfewhere. 

The 
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Tlic  red  fruit,  of  which  there  arc  fcfveral  kii 
unknown  in  Europe^  abounds  in  the*  county 
Effex ;  bounded  by  the  river  Paflaik/ainile  frc 
Chatham,  which  contains  fcvcntcen  thoufa 
free  inhabitants,  and  thirteen  hundred  flavcs. 

Lands  fell  at  Chatham,  and  at  Springfield  (fo 
miles  beyond  Newark),  at  from  thirty  to  fort 
five  dollcu:s  the  acre.  The  foil  is  good  ;  the  hou: 
increafe  \n  number  and  become  better  as  wc  a 
preach  Newark,  which  13  itfclf  one  of  the  fin< 
villages  in  America,  in  point  of  extent,  plan,  t 
great  number  of  good  houfes,  and  the  widen< 
of  the  ftrects,  which  are  covered  generally  wi 
turf,  and  planted  with  trees.  • 

The  people  of  Jerfey  feem  to  be  very  mm 
divided  in  their  politifcal  opinions.  Nobody, 
at  leaft  very  few,  now  fpeaks  of  George  Wad 
ington.  The  new  Prefident  ieems  not  to  infpi 
the  fame  confidence  as  his  predcceflbr  did.  Th 
dr^ad  a  war  with  France.  They  cx>nftantly  a: 
any  traveller  coming  from  Philadelphia  who: 
they  meet,  and  w  ho  appears  to  be  a  Frenchnja 
whether  they  are  to  have  a  war  with  France ;  m 
til  is  queftion  is  generally  accompanied  witiii  c\ 
dent  marks  of  dii'approbation  of  the  p«ty  whi< 
is  thought  to  incline  to  that  war.  I  (inccrc 
hbpe  no  fuch  event  will  take  place.  It  would  1 
a  great  misfortune  to  this  countr) ,  ^herc  tl 

peop 


THE  UNITED  STATES^  CAKADA^  ScC.     If 5 

t^^p\e  ate  virtnous,   tranqi^il,  and  haj^y,  and 

^'i^ich  will  require  yet  a  long  duration  of  tlie 

Wcflings  of  peace  to  confirm  its  profperity,  to  ce-- 

'^^^nt  its  union^  to  fwceten  the  ill  blood  of  parties, 

^'^d  to  infure:  its  real  independence.     It  would 

^^^^  be  a  feriovis  misfortune  to  France,  while  it 

^^ould  occafion  great  joy  to  England,  and  vrould 

gi  v-^c  plealiire  to.  all  die  cniemic3  of  liberty  a^d 

conflitudona. 


V 


HiSTCtfllCAL  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  STATE  OF  JERSEY^. 

•  •       • 

The  firft  eftablilbments  made  in  N(5w  Jeriej 

'^^ere  by  the  Dutch,  fhortly  after  their  arri-v-al  at 

^He  north  river,  under  the  conduA  of  Admiral 

*iuDsoN.    The  fcttlcmcnts  were  made  along  the 

'"^xcr  Delaware,  and  were  abandoned  by  the  fame 

*^tchmen  in  lOl4.   They  were,  in  1(32(5,  takeui 

Pofleffion  of  by  the  Swedes,  who,   advifed  bj 

^VjLLiAM  UsELiNG,  a  rich  merchant  of  that 

^ngdom,  of  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  land«^ 

formed  a  company.     King  Gustavus  Adol^ 

^iius,  the  nobility  and  clerg}',  and  a  number  of 

"^ ^(lividuals  in  Sweden^  furnilhed  money  to  the 

Company,  who  fent  to  North  America,  in  fevaa 

freight  veflels,  a  confiderable  number  of  Swcdilh 

^rid  Finlander  colonifts.     They  arrived  at  Cape 

^cnlepon  in  1 626,   and  the  company's  agents 

pxorchafed  from  the  Indians  all  the  lands  fituatcd 

between 
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between  that  cape,  at  the  mouth  of  the  D< 
tvare,  and  the  falls  of  that  river,  lying  under 
forty-firft  degree  of  latitude.  The  colony  th 
formed  fcttlements,  built  forts  along  the  riv 
and  called  the  country  New  Sweden ;  but  w< 
intirely  difpofleffed  and  driven  off  in  lC55, 
the  Dutch,  who  fcnt  to  Holland  all  the  agen 
officers,  and  principal  S  wedilh  inhabitants,  as  pi 
loners  of  war ;  put  the  country  under  the  Dut 
government,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  New  / 
blon.  The  Dutch  were  themfelves  expelled 
the  Englifh,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Secon 
and  this  territory  w^as,  in  1O72,  granted  by  t 
king  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York.  It  i« 
foon  after  fold  by  him  to  Lord  Bcrklet  a: 
Sir  George  Carteret,  who  gave  it  the  nat 
of  New  Jerfcy,  and  eftabliflicd  at  Elizabethton 
the  feat  of  government  of  the  colony.  The  c 
lony  of  New  Jerfey  made  part  of  the  province 
New  York  till  1680,  when  the  proprietors  efta 
lifhed  it  as  a  feparate  province. 

A  confidcrablc  number  of  Quakers  from  Lo 
xion  and  York  came  here  to  fettle,  and  laid  t 
foundation  of  the  little  town  of  Burlington,  ha 
ing  purchafed  the  territory  from  the  India] 
That  on  the  caft  fide  of  the  Delaware  was  pi 
chafed  by  William  Penn,  who  was  one  of  t 
company  known  under  the  name  of  The  Twti 
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^topnefors,  and  is  the  diftricft  which  afterwards 
Drmcd  the  ftate  of  Delaware. 

The  quarrels  which  took  place  between  the 
proprietors  of  New  Jerfey  and  the  inhabitants, 
from  the  avidity  of  the  fornier,  determined  both 
parties  to  put  the  government  of  the  colony  un- 
der the  fovereignty  of  the  crown  of  England.    It 
was  then  united  to  the  government  pf  New 
York,  and  continued  fo  till  1736,  when  its  po- 
pulation having  greatly  increafed,  it  was  once 
niorc  crcfted  into  a  fcparate  ftate.    In  1 7/0,  New 
Jcrjcjr  formed  its  rievr  conftitution,  which  it  has 
'ctaincd  without  any  alteration  fmcc  that  period, 

■'^CONSTITUTION  AlSTp  LAWS  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

* 

The  legiflature  is  compofcd  of  a  general  aflem- 
''v  and  a  legiflative  council.^  Elach  county,  of 
^^^ch  there  are  in  New  Jerfey  thirteen,  names 
'^^^  members  of  the  general  aflcmbly,  and  one 

^c  legiflative  council. 

*  he  qualifications  to  be  a  member  of  the  gc- 
^^l  affcmbly  are — a  refidcnce  in  the  couiity  for 
^^^  a  year,  and  a  property  of  five  hundred 
pounds,  or  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty-three  dol- 
ors and  onc-thixxl. 

The  qualifications  of  a  member  of  the  legif- 
Irtnrc  body  arc— a  fimilar  refidcnce,  and  a  pro- 
tttft  real  or  pcrfonal,  of  ohc  tho'afand  pounds. 
.  Vol.  IV.  N  The 
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The  qualifications  of  an  clcftor  are — to 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  to  be  rciident  foi 
year  in  the  county,  and  to  poflcfs  a  fortune 
fifty  pounds. 

The  legiflativc  council,  as  well  as  the  aiTemb 
can  propofc  and  modify  any  laws,  except  th< 
relative  to  the  finances,  which  they  have  t 
power  merely  of  confirming  or  rejcfting. 

The  governor  is  eledled  by  the  legiflature ;  ai 
the  conflitution  prefcribes  no  qualification  of  ag 
fortune,  or  any  other,  for  that  ofnce ; — it  fimpl 
fays,  that  the  legiflature  fhall  elcft  a  proper  per 
fon  to  fill  it. 

Thc'duration  of  the  funftions  of  the  twolioufe 
r?f  the*  legiflature,  and  of  the  governor,  is  on* 
vcar. 

The  fame  perfon  may  be  defied  governor  ^ 
often  as  the  legiflature  chufcs  to  appoint  him. 

The  legiflative  council  is  the  governor's  cxccu* 
tivc  council ;  three  members  form  a  fufficicn^ 
number  to  excrcifc  with  him  the  executive  fuflC* 
tions.  The  governor  unites  the  fundions  of  prc- 
fidcnt  of  the  executive  council,  chancellor,  axic 
commander  of  the  forces:  he  can,  with  the  ad 
vice  of  the  executive  council,  grant  pardons,  cvo 
of  high  treafon. 

.  The  council  is  alfo  a  court  of  appeal  from  th 
dcciiions  of  the  courts  of  law ;   but  the  counc 
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in  this  cafe,  conlift  of  at  leaft  fevcn  mem- 
vith  the  governor. 

I  nomination  of  the  judges,  the  lupcrior 
s  of  the  militia,  the  juftices  of  the  pelice^ 
:omcy-gcncral,  and  the  fccretary  of  ftate,  is 
by  the  council.  All  other  officers  are  eled^d 
5  counties,  except  the  officers  of  militia, 
le  chofen  by  their  companies. 
:  judiciary  ftate  confifts  of  a  iupremt  court, 
rt  of  common  pleas,  and  juftices  of  the 
The  judges  of  the  fopreme  court  arc 
I  for  fcven  years  ;  the  others  for  five ;  and 
nay  be  re-ele6led.  An  impeachment  againft 
is  made  by  the  Icgiflature,  and  judged  by 
)uncil. 

controulcd  liberty  of  confcicnce  is  granted 
:  conftitution ;  which  even  declares,  that  no 
n  be  impofcd  for  fiipporting  public  worfliip, 
ing  churches,  &c. 

ic  conftitution  gives  the  accufed  the  fame 
cge  of  producing  teftimony  in  his  favour, 
Ilowed  to  the  accufer  againft  him. 
c;  conftitution  declares,  that  the  property  of 
cs  is  not  forfeited  to  the  ftatc,  but  ought  to 
0  their  heirs,  as  in  cafes  of  natural  death  ; 
DCS  the  inftrument  by  which  the  death  was 
ed  become,  as  in  England,  the  property  of 

N2  the 


I 
I 


180  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

the  ftatc.     In  general  it  confirms  the  Engliih 
laws,  -where  they  are  not  revoked. 

Full  liberty  of  bequeathing  is  given ;  and  in. 
refpcft  of  wills  there  is  no  alteration  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  law,  except  the  addition  of  fome  fimplc  forms, 
required  to  conftitute  their  validity. 

The  propert}'  of  perfons  dying  intcftatc  is  di* 
vidcd  into  three  parts;  one-third  to  the  widow, 
and  the  other  two  divided  equally  among  the 
children,  or  their  reprefentatives ; — in  default  of 
children,  the  widow  enjoys  one  half,  and  the  other 
half  is  diflributed  among  the  nearefl  relations.  If 
4  perfon  die  intcftate  after  the  death  of  his  father* 
and  Ica^  c  no  widow  or  child,  his  fortune  is  di-: 
vidcd  ccjiKilly  between  his  brothers,  his  iiftcrs^ 
and  his  mother. 

According  .to  a  law  of  1 792,  marriages  may  be 
performed  by  a  minifter  of  the  church,  or  by  a 
jufticc  of  peace,  in  the  option  of  the  parties.  The 
Hiarriagc  inftrument  muft  be  fent  to  the  fcorctar}"  . 
of  the  county,  and  regiftered  in  a  book,  which  is 
evidence  in  the  courts. 

Divorces,  which  formerly  were  granted  by  the 
Icgiflaturc,  arc  now  pronounced  by  the  court  of. 
chancery,  in  virtue  of  a  law  of  1 7(J4.  They  ar^ 
granted  in  cales  of  adultery — repeated  bad  treat- 
ment— dclertion  for  fevcn  vears — and  alio  in  caies 
where  the  marriiigc  has  been  contradcd  between 
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pcrfons  within  the  degrees  of  propinquity  prohi- 
bited by'the  laws  of  the  ftate. 

Every  imprifoncd  debtor  may,  by  a  law  pafled 
in  1 795,  be  fct  at  libert}''  by  the  court  of  common 
picas,  upon  his  furrcndering  all  his  property,  ac- 
cording to  a  declaration  made  by  him  before  that 
court,  except  fomc  very  trifling  furniture  for  him 
and  his  wife.  If*  his  declaration  be  proved  falfe, 
he  is  puniflied  with  the  pains  of  perjury.  If, 
after  his  fentence  of  liberation,  it  can  be  prbve^J^ 
that  in  his  declaration  he  has  concealed  any  part 
of  his  efFecSs,  fuch  cfFcfts  are.  to  be  made  over  to 
his  creditors,  bcfides  his  being  punilhcd.  But  the 
property  which  he  may  acquire  after  his  difchargc 
is  not  fubjeft  to  be  claimed  by  his  creditors. 
■  By  the  criminal  code,  revifcd  in  1 7(jG,  the  pu- 
niflimcnt  of  death  is  confined  to  perfons  conviftcd 
of  high  trcafori,  premeditated  murder,  and  at- 
tempts to  refcue  from  prifon  thofc  accufcd  of  ca- 
pital crimes.  All  other 'crimes  arc  punilhcd  by 
greater  or  Icfs  fines,  and  a  longer  or  Ihortcr  foli- 
tary  confinement.  It  is  the  Icgiflation  of  Pchn- 
f}'lvania  a  little  foftcned.  A  law  of  the  laft  fcflion 
has  dircdrd  the  ere<5lion  of  a  prifon,  on  the  mo- 
del of  that  of  Philadelphia,  where  fimilar  work^' 
are  to  be  eftabliflied. 

The  negro  flavcs  are  fubjeA  to  the  fame  laws, 
I  and  tried  before'  the  fame  tribunals.  The  courts 
•  -  N  3  may 
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xnay  order  them  to  be  whipped,  inftead  of  be 
imprifoned:  The  pain  of  death  is  not  inBii 
on  a  mailer  for  the  murder  of  his  Have ;  but 
that  cafe,  or  where  he  wounds  him  feverely,  h 
punilhed  by  fine  and  imprifonment.  There  ii 
reftridlion  upon  flavcry  in  the  ftate  of  Jerfey, 
is  there  any  law  yet  made  to  put  an  end  to 
but  a  law  of  1738  direfts,  that  all  flaves  ur 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  be  taught  to  r 
charges  their  maflcrs  with  this  duty,  fubje6 
them,  in  cafe  of  neglefting  it,  to  a  fine  of  tw 
cl  liars  and  a  third.  The  introduAion  into 
i:;iu  of  other  flaves  is  forbidden,  by  a  claufJ 
tlur  Tarnc  law. 

11  ic  highways  are  repaired  in  this  ftate  by 
i !.  jur  of  the  inhabitants,  but  may,  in  theii 
tion,  be  converted  into  money. 

The  ftagc  coaches  belonging  to  Philadel 
and  New  York,  are  fubjed  to  a  duty  to  the 
of  Jerfey,  for  the  repairs  of  the  roads  thr( 
which  they  pafs. 

The  poor-laws  are  the  fame  as.  in  moft  o: 
other  flates.  ^  Poor-houfes  are  eftablifhed  in : 
ral  counties,  and  relief  is  alfo  giyc^  to  paupc 
their  houfes,  under  the  direction  of  infpcifko 
the  poor. 

The  law  for  the  obfervance  of  Sunday  is 
equally  ftrid  as  in  New  England.     Evciy  i 
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bitaxTit  has  a  right  to  arrcft  a  travcUcf  who  is  go- 
ing   sMiy  where  but  to  a  place  of  worfliip,  and 
c^xry  him  before  the  officers  of  juftice.   The  ftage 
coacrlics  are  not  to  travel  upon  a  Sunday,  under 
pain,    of  being  fcized ;  but  this  law,  although  of  a 
recent  date,  is  only  executed  in  the  other  ftatcs 
where  it  is  promulgated.     They  travel  through 
Jcrfe y  on  Sunday,    in  the  fame  manner  as*  on 
other  days ;  and  even  the  public  ftages,  which  do 
not  tiravel  during  the  morning  Service,  arc  not  in- 
tcmxptcd  during  the  reft  of  the  day,  more  •  than 
if  this  prohibitory  law  did  not  cxift.     The  fame 
is  tho  cafe  in  refpcft  to  the  laws  againft  gaming 
and  drunkcnnefs.     Laftly,  there  has  been  paflcd, 
ia  tKo  beginning  of  this  year,  an  aft  againft  horfc- 
racing ;  which  in  all  probability  w^ill  be  put  in 
cxccvition  no  more  than  the  other  two,   as  it 
wcwld  clafli  too  much  with  the  habits  of  the 
people ;   and  becaufe,  wxrc  the  public  officers 
even  to  be  moft  ftriftly  watchful,  there  tvoiild 
l>c  h  many  ways  to  evade  their  vigilance.    Will 
f  j|  men  never  then  leave  off  making  imprafticable 
laws,  or  allowing  laws  not  executed  to  be  in 
force!    Governments  do  not  fufficicntlv  confi- 
dcr,  that  there  cannot  be  a  more  certain  way  of 
d^roying  the  monds  of  a  people ;  for  the  firft 
paint  of  morality,  efpecially  among  a  free  peo- 
ple, is  an  entire  obedience  to  the  law,  and  to  all 
the  laws, 
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The  llatc  of  Jerfcy  encourages  tliofe  w< 
wliich  have  for  their  object  the  facilitating  C( 
munication  by  inland  navigation  and  bridges, 
alfo  for  the  erection  of  the  college  ;  and  for  tl 
they  allow  lotteries,  vvhich  are  othcrwifc  pre 
bitcd  in  the  ftate.  Every  inhabitant  who  £ 
chafes  a  ticket  in  a  lottery  not  fandioned  b 
law  of  the  flate,  and  even  in  the  lotteries  of  o 
Hates,  may  be  carried  before  tlie  magiftratcs, 
punilhcd  by  a  fine. 

A  law  of  New  Jerfcy,  palled  in  1794,  au 
rifes  any  foreigner,  belonging  to  a  power  at  {> 
with  the  United  States,  to  acquire  and  pc 
property  in  the  ftate,  as  if  he  were  a  citl 
This  privilege  ccafes  at  the  end  of  J  799,  bu 
will  undoubtedly  be  renewed. 

The  laws  of  the  ftate  inipofe  taxes  oiPl- 
cultivated  and  uncultivated  ;  houfcs,  and  the 
on  which  they  are  built,  not  exceeding  ten  ac 
forges,  furnaces,  mills  of  every  kind,  tan-wc 
paifagc-boats,  fliips,  fifheries,  horfcs,  and  cat 
and  laftly,  merchants  keeping  ihops,  and  bate 
lors,  cither  keeping  horfcs  and  flaves  or  not.  ( 
riages  of  every  kind  were  alfo  taxed  before  the 
ginning  of  the  prefent  year,  when  a  law  was  n 
to  abolifli  that  duty. 

All  thefc  obje^s  of  taxation  are  valued  f 
time  to  time  at  a  certain  rate  by  the  legiilat 
the  lands  by  a  fcalc  of  degree  according  to  1 
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fertility  and  fituation.     The  \nluation  is  every 
'Where  low. 

An  afleflbr,  appointed  annually  by  each  town- 
Aip,  demands  of  every  inhabitant  a  declaration 
of  his  taxable  property^  and  makes  up  a  llate- 
iuent  of  it.    Any  perfon  refuling  to  give  llich  de- 
claration, or  giving  a  falfe  one,  may  be  charged 
hy   the  afleflbr  doubk  what  he  eftimates  may  be 
tlx^  tax  of  the  perfoiri^fufing. 

Tories  and  cattle  are  taxed  at  the  fame  rate 
^  roughout  aH  the  fl:ate.  The  taxes  upon  licences, 
f»aves,  &c,    never  vary,  and  are  called  fpecific 


On  a  day  appointed,  all  the  afl!cflbrs  for  the 
covinty  meet,  and  bring  with  them  the  ftate- 
*^cnts  of  the  taxable  property  of  their  fevcral 
^'Wnfliips,  The  amount  of  the  fpecific  taxes 
payable  in  the  county  is  then  calculated,  and  the 
^*iffcrcnce  between  thcfe  and  the  fum  required 
*^ni  the  county  is  aflTefleel  upon  the  different 
^Wnfliips,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  afleflbrs.  The  detailed  ftatcment  of 
^efe  afl^eflTments,  figncd  by  each  aflTeflbr,  is  tranf- 
^itted  to  the  colleAor  for  the  county. 

£ach  aflTcflbr  then  gives  to  the  colleftor  of  the 
to^wnfliip  a  ftate  of  the  fums  he  is  to  colleft.  A 
finuhir  lifl:  is  fent  to  the  collector  for  •the  county^ 

tP  be  by  him  laid  before  the  legiflature. 

Three 
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Three  proprietors,  named  by  the  general  aft 
icmbly  of  each  townfliip,  are  the  judges  of  ap: 
peal  to  whom  the  persons  taxed  have  a  right  t3 
apply. 

If  the  collector  do  not  receive  the  tax  in  th" 
courfc  of  a  month  after  demanding  it,  he  mak« 
a  complaint  to  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  who  gran 
a  warrant  to  fell  tli^  def^lter^s  goods,  to  ttr 
amount  of  the  tax  and  chj 

The  collector  for  the  townfliip  pays  the  amoun: 
of  the  moncv  received  bv  him  into  the  college 
for  the  county,  who  pays  into  the  trcallirer  of  th 
ftate  the  amount  of  the  money  received  from  al 
the  collectors  of  townftiips  in  the  county. 

The  law  has  provided  againft  the  negligeno 
and  dilhonefty  of  the  collcftors,  by  making  th< 
townfhips  and  counties  who  chufe  them,  refpon- 
fiblc  for  the  monies  received  by  them. 

The  aflclfors  receive  for  their  trouble  one  anc 
three  quarters  per  cent  of  the  fums  they  afl^is 
the  collcdors  for  townfliips  have  the  fame  al- 
lowance. This  three  and  a  half  pe/  cent  is  Icviec 
with  taxes  of  the  townfhlp.  The  commifTionen 
of  appeal  are  paid  a  dollar  for  every  day  they  arc 
employed.  The  collcftors  for  the  counties  receive 
a  penny  in  the  pound,  or  the  two  hundred  and 
fortieth  part  of  the  fums  they  pay  into  the  trea- 
fury  of  the  ftate,  and  fix-pence  a  mile  for  tra- 
velling 
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Xling  cxpcnccs.     They  arc  paid   by  the  trca*^ 


taxable  articles,  according  to  the  low  valu- 
of  the  particulars  by  the  legiflature,  amount- 
in  17Q4^  to  three  millions  four  hundred  and 
fc>  vurteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  two 
d<3llars, 

TThc  taxes  arc  paid  regularly  and  promptly  in 
thx  e  ftate  of  Jcrley . 

T?he  expcncc  of  government  amounts  yearly  to 
twenty- (even  thoufand  dollars.     In  1 7dO 
ftate  iliU  owed  one  hundred  and  twen^ 
t^^ouiand  dollars,  but  from  the  additional  taxes 
ibme  9ther  reiburces,  this  debt  will  probably 
9  entirely  cxtinguiihcd  in  four  years. 
According  to  a  ftatement  of  the  balance  of  the 
between  the  different  dilates  by  the  com- 
of  Congreis,  the  State  of  New  Jcrfey 
Cie4itX3r  to  the  Union  in  forty-nine  thoufand 
dollars, 

iThc  articles  on  which  the  count}^  taxes  arc 
^^^^ilcd  arc  the  fame  as  for  the  ilatc  taxes. 

POPULATION  AND  INSTRUCTION. 

*r^e  population  of  the  State  of  New  Jcrfey  was, 
acccfding  to  an  enumeration  made  in  1791,  one 
Jtoadred  and  eighty-four  thoufand  one  liimdred 
$fiA  thirty  inhabitants,  including  eleven  thoufand 

four 
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lour  hundred  and  twcntv-thrce  flavcs.    Its  extent 
is  calculated  at  about  eight  thoufand  four  hundred 
miles  fquarc,  which  gives  fomcwhat  mprc  than 
twenty-two  inhabitants  to  the  mile  fquarc.  The 
increase  of  population  in  tliis  ftate  is  inconfidcr  — 
able,  there  being  a  good    deal  of   emigratioi^ 
Habit  more  than  ncceSlity  induces  this,   for  tl^K 
quantity  of  uncultivated  land  is  yet  confiderablci^ 
it  is  in  jrcneral  capable  of  railing  good  crops,  arr 
the  price  is  not  high.     We  may  perhaps  confid- 
as  one  iircat  caufc  of  this  cmiy;ration,   that  Ne 
Jcrfcy  is  peopled  from  all  nations,  whence  the 
is  among  the  inhabitants  lefs  of  a  national  Ipi 
towards  the  ftate,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  th 
in  any  other  part  of  the  l^ted  States.     Beiid 
thcfc  people  of  different  nations,  fettled  in  :Jc 
fey,  live  more  in  feparate  diftrifts  than  in-'ai 
other  of  the  ftates  ;  and  when  there  is  any 
gration   from   a  particular  diftrift,  it  .general 
confifts  of  a  number  of  families. 

There  can  be  no  w^here  Icfs  attention  psdd 
education  than  there  is  in  Jeriev.     The 
tare  or'  the  Hate  have  never  yet  taken  it  into  th?^ 
cunfidcration.     Some  fchools  arc  kept  in  ccrtai 
townfliip^'  at  the  expencc  of  f uch  ot'  the  inhabl 
tants  as  chufc  to  contribute  to  them.     The  tttl 
bcr  ot  thele  is  not  confidcrable.     They  pay 
faliitics  to  the  maftcr,  who  of  C6uric  is  jgndittl^ 

an 
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^od  negligent.     Thus  no  people  in  the  United 

^ta.tes  appear  to  me  more  ignorant  than  the  in- 

*^laitants  of  Jcrfey ;  and,  altliough  the  llate  has, 

2s     J  have  already  mentioned,  a  good  college  at 

''incctown,  and  ibme  of  the  inhabitants  arc, men 

^^  *xierit  and  nnderflanding,  the.  proportion  of  per- 

^rxs  of  education  is  much  Id's  here  than  in  any 

^^^x  cr  of  the  flates. 

TTolcration  in  religion  being  unbounded  in  New 
fey,  all  forts  of  fctfts  arc  ellablifhcd,  and  have 
rs  for  worfliip  ;  but  tlic  Prcfbyterians  are  by 
^^^^    the  moil  numerous. 

^cw  of  the  families  in  Jerfey  make  cloth  or 
^^^^«n  for  their  ufe ;  they  purchafe  almoft  all  they 

The  facility  with  which  they  can  pro- 
foreign  goods  from  New  York  and  Phila* 
j^'phia  contributes    no  doubt,  to  this  dcfcA  of 
:ic  economy  in  the  people  of  the  ftatc. 

COMMERCE. 

^^Ithough  in  Jerfcy  is  lituatcd  Amboy,  one  of 
b©ft  ports    in  the  United  States,  acceirible 
the  fca,  and  by  rf  fmgle  tide  to  aU  forts  of 
s,  it  has  no  foreign  trade.     Its  yieinity  to 
York  and  Philadelphia  inducer  it-s  inhabi- 
to  get  every  thing  from  thefe  cities.     The 
^^munication  with  them  is  at  once  cafy  and 
Urc.     The  falc  of  their  produce  is  oigrc  cer- 
tain 
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tain  and  quick,  the  price  better,  the  choice  < 
returns  greater,  and  the  credit  longer ;  and,  laftlj 
old  cuftoms :  fuch  are  the  reafons  which  hay 
always  rendered  fruitleis  the  attemps  of  the  legii 
lature  of  Jerfey  to  attract  merchants  to  Ambo; 
and  enlarge  its  trade.  The  country  fumiihes  con 
of  all  kinds,  plenty  of  wood,  lintfeed,  iron,  lei 
thcr,  falt-meat,  and  is  particularly  famous  £2 
hams.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  New  York  air 
Philadelphia  are  raifed  much  poultry,  and  th^ 
culti\^te  a  great  quantity  of  pidfe  ;  but  a  ve  - 
fmall  portion  of  all  thefe  articles  of  produce 
exported  from  Amboy.  A  number  of  the  vcflfe 
loaded  with  it  defcend  the  Rariton,  pals  befoi 
Ambpy,  and  proceed  with  their  cargoes  to  Ne\ 
York. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Amboy,  i 
17Q1>  was  feventeen  thoufand  four  hundred  an 
three  dollars;  in  1/02,  it  was  nineteen  thoufan 
fcvcn  hundred  and  twelve  dollars;  in  1793,  i 
was  forty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  Icventy 
three  dollars ;  in  1 794,  it  was  fifty-eight  thou 
fand  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars ;  in  1  7q  • 
it  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  fiv 
hundred  and  feventeen  dollars ;  and,  in  1 7Qt 
it  was  fifty-fcven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thir^ 
nine  dollars. 

The  ftate  has  three  other  fmall  ports  wh^ 

thcr 
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Mere  arc  cuftom-houfes ;  Burlington,  on  the 
Jti  vcr  Delaware  ;  Bridgetown,  on  the  bay  of  that 
name ;  and  Grreat  Egg  Harbour,  on  the  lea  coaft ; 
^^t:  none  of  them  has  any  thing  of  what  may 
^  called  trade.  It  often  happens  that  in  a 
wWolc  year  there  does  not  fail  from  them  one 
foa^cign  veflcl.  This  may  be  fecn  from  the  total 
ex  j>orts  of  New  Jerfey,  in  which  are  included  thofe 
^  -Amboy,  whereof  I  have  given  the  amount. 
TFxe  whole  of  thcfe  exports  amounted,  in  1 79 1 , 
'^  twenty-fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  dollars ;  in 
^y'02,  to  twenty-three  thoufand  four  hundred 
five  dollars  ;  in  1 793,  to  fifty-four  thoufand 
hundred  and  fcventy-eight  dollars  (the  three 
*^^>^1  ports  exported  nothing);  in  1795,  to  one 
"^^ndred  and  thirty  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
"^^  "  xteen  dollars ;  and,  in  1 796,  to  fifty-nine  thou- 
two  hundred  and  twcnty-fcvcn  dollars. 

PATERSON  FATJ.. 

^I'hc  fall  of  the  River  Paflaik,  about  twenty 

^les  from  New  York,  is  one  of  the  moft  noted 

^orth  America.     It  fhould  be  vifitcd  by  all 

^>ic  who  admire  natural  curiofitics.    The  courle 

^hat  river  through  rocks,  which  it  has  rent  in 

ipitating  itfelf  from  a  height  of  fixty-fix  feet, 

ents  a  grand  fpedlacle.     From  the  appearance 

the  foil  there  fcems  formcrlv  to  have  been  two 

^^virfcs,  but  which  by  fome  coavulUon  in  nature 

havQ 
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have  fallen  into  one.  At  the  fall  it  ts  fxom  twenty 
to  twenty-five  feet  wide*  On  the  day  I  vzfited 
it  the  fun  fhonc  bright ;  the  weather  ^^ns  hot;- 
the  wind  pretty  high ;  all  which  circumihinces 
combined  to  give  great  beauty  to  this  magmficent 
Iccnc.  There  is  an  agreeable  view  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  fall  over  a  tolerably  well  cultivaficd' 
plain. 

The  little  town  of  Paterfon  is  built  at  the  foot 
of  the  fall.  It  contains  a  variety  of  machmer)r>. 
but  all  in  a  flatc  of  decay.  In  1 70 1  a  com- 
pany was  formed  for  their  cftablilhment/but  it» 
funds  were  loon  confumed,  indeed  before  they 
wTre  completed.  A  lottery  was  granted  by  the 
State  of  Jcrfcy  to  aflifl:  it,  but  w^as  not  attended' 
withfucccfs.  They  talk  of  new  efforts.  Certainly 
no  fituation  can  be  better  adapted  for  all  kinds  • 
of  machinery. 

This  town  was  called  Paterfon,  after  William 
Pater  SON,  formerly  governor  of  New  York,  and 
who  is  at  this  day  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fii- 
preme  court  of  the  United  States.     He  i^  one  oT 
the  moll  rcfpcdable  and  enlightened  men  in  the 
country.  He  was  appointed  by  the  legiflature  of 
New  Jcrfcy  to  revive  and  publifh  their  code  of 
laws.     The  law  which  conferred  upon  him  the 
commiffion,  gave  him  even  a  power  to  alter  the  ■ 
criminal  laws,  and  to  him  i^owing-'thc  xdSooxk 
in  the  penal  code  which  I  have  mentioned* 

The 
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Xhe  ftones  that  form  the  bafon  into  which  the 
river  falls  arc  moftly  fandy.  There  is  a  kind  of 
hard  granite  very  common  in  all  the  plain,  lying 
in  a  compa£t  bed  of  bafaltes.  The  flint?  that  are 
found  in  the  bottom  of  the  fall,  being  the  fradures 
of  the  rocks  abovcj  are  of  the  fame  nature.  The 
ri  ver  below  the  fall  runs  through  a  flat  and  mar- 
ihy  country,  and  in  confequence  its  courfe  is  very 
flavsr  and  undulating* 

I  ^waited  upon  Mr.  Pater fon  at  New  York, 
Inhere  I  remained  a  coniiderable  time.  In  the 
folio vring  book  I  fhall  give  the  obfervations  which 
I  colledled  refpefting  that  great  flate,  the  fecond 
of  the  Union  for  riches,  for  the  fpirit  with  which 
it  IS  cultivated,  and  for  the  extent  of  its  com- 
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STAY  AT  NEW  YORK. 

IN  AUGUST,   1797. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  STATE  OF 

NEW  YORK, 


SUCCINCT  HISTORY  OF  THE  COLOT^  OF  mW 

YORK. 


■  ^, 


THE  ftatc  of  New  York  belonged  origiiianj 
to  the  Dutch.     It  is  true,  that  before  thil^ 
fome  plans  were  formed  to  coloniie  this 
but  they  were  very  vague. 

Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England,  hs^^  in  14B^^ 
granted  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  a  patent 
occupy,  under  the  Ibvereignty  of  the  crown 
England,  all  the  country  of  North  Americaj^ 
in  the  poflcffion  of  any  otlier  Chriftian  Prince. 

James  the  Firft,  dijfregardlefs  of  that  patent* 
divided  this  immenfe  polTefHon,  tlien  known  un* 
der  the  name  of  Virginia,  and  which 
from  Carolina  to  Nova  Scotia,  between  two 
panics.     To  the  formef,  called  The  Company 
London  Adventurers,  he  granted  the  right  to 
blifh  colonies,  from  the  thirt}'*fourth  tp  the  £oity* 
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^  degree  of  latitude;  and  to  the  other.  The 
Plymouth  Company,  a  fimilar  privilege,  from  thet 
^orty-firft  to  the  forty-fifth  degree.  But  the  land^ 
tfaus  granted,  and  even  their  coafts,  were  then  in 
«  great  meafure  unknown. 

Henry  Hudson,  in  a  veiTel  belonging  to  the 
Dutch  India  Company,  firft  difcovered  Long 
Wand>  and  afcended  the  great  northern  river,  to 
^hich  he  gave  his  name.  The  Dutch,  igndi-ant 
^  the  grants  made  of  thefe  countries  to  the  two 
^nipanies,  and  paying  no  regard  to  it,  declared 
*^etnfclves  the  fovcrcigns;  in  l6l4  they  fcnt  there 

*  Colony,  which  built  the  towns  of  Fort  Orange 
*^d  New  Amfterdam,  calling  the  coimtry  itfelf 
Ncvr  Holland. 

James  die  Firft  having  lent  fbmc  forces  to  lay 
^"'•ftc  the  new  fettlcments,  the  Dutch  proprietors 
P'^ftrrcd  to  a  hopekfs  rcfiftance  the  more  fafc 
*^  pmdent  meafure  of  acknowledging  the  Eng- 
™^  Ibvercignty,  thus  prcicrving  their  poffeflions, 

*  Foment  of  a  tribute  to  England. 
The  troubles  of  that  kingdom,  during  the  lat* 

to  p«  of  die  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft,  ena*- 
^thc  Hollanders  to  Ihake  off  the  Englifh  yoke, 
^«A  indeed  they  had  repeatedly  before  at- 
**pteL  They  (ucoceded  alfo  in  deftroying  a 
^'^^iiSk  colony,  ieeded  upon  the  Delaware.  But 
0:1'  O  2  afterwards 
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aftewards  Charles  the  Second  fent  troops  f: 
£Airope>  who  without  difficulty  feizcd  New  I 
land,  and  expelled  from  thence  the  Dutch,  ^ 
on  their  part  proceeded  to  invade  Surin 
Charles  the  Second,  having  thus  got  peace 
poiTeflion  of  this  vafl  territory  of  the  contii 
of  North  America,  granted  the  weftem  part 
to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  and  New"  ] 
land  got  the  name  of  New  York,  New  Am 
dam  alfo  changing  its  name  for  that  of  1 
York  ;  and  this  extcnflve  province  reached  i 
the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  to  the  m 
of  Hudfon*s  River,  without  encroaching  upoi 
limits  of  the  Plymouth  Company- 
Such  is  briefly  the  hiftory  of  the  provinc 
New  York,  up  to  the  late  revolution, 

1«E  PRESENT  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  STAT 

NEW  YORK. 

This  province  was  much  longer  than ;  ^p 
the  other  colonies  in  beginning  their  oppoi 
to  England.  Its  great  commercial  conned 
with  that  kingdom,  and  the  circumftance  of  J 
lifli  troops  being  confcantly  Rationed  in  the  t 
of  New  York,  fupported  a  fpirit  of  anfto< 
and  dependence.  At  length  it  followed  th< 
ample  of  the  other  flates;  and  its  Icgiila 

aifem 
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affi^tnWed  at  Kingfton,  formed,  in  1777,  a  con- 

totutioni  upon  the  fame  principles  with  thoic  of 

the  other  ftatcs. 

.  This  conilitution  is  neither  introduced  nor  fol- 
lowed  up  by  any  declaration  of  rights;  and  its 
preamble,  which  recites  the  different  acfts  of  the 
reneral  congrefs,  ieems  to  be  rather  an  excufe  for 
hat  conftitution,  than  the  efFervefcence  of  liberty 
jid  rcfcntment,  which  appear  to  have  dictated 
Ixnoft  all  the  others.  Each  county  names  one  or 
aore  members  of  the  affembly  of  reprefentatives. 
The  conftitution  fixes  their  prefcnt  number  at  fc- 
cnty ;  it  alio  determines  provifionally  the  number 
3  be  cleded  by  each  county.  A  new  enumera* 
:on  is  to  be  made  every  feven  years;  and  when 
ic  number  of  ele<9tors  is  in  any  county  increased 
ac-fcvcntcenth  part,  fuch  county  is  to  return  an 
dditional  deputy.  The  whole  number  is  never 
»  exceed  three  hundred ;  and  precautions  ^e 
ftken  in  that  event  to  proportion  the  number  of 
members  of  each  county  to  the  excefs  of  popu- 
fctipn*  The  members  of  the  affembly  are  chofen 
or  one  year. 

The  eleftors  muft  be  twenty -one  years  of  age 
^Hrnuil:  poffefs  a  clear  property  of  twenty  pounds, 
t  'fifty  dollars ;  or  rent  property  in  the  county 
>  tlic  amount  of  forty  fliillings,  or  five  dollars  a 

J     ;  O  a  year. 
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year  at  leaft — muft  pay  taxes  to  the  ftate^  and  re 
fide  in  the  county.  r 

The  fcnaftc,  by  the  conftitution,  is  compofcic 
twcnty-foiir  members ;  but  this  number  is  onl 
fixed  temporally,  like  that  of  the  members  of  tli 
hoiife  of  aircmbly. 

The  members  of  the  fcnatc  arc  chofen  by  dli 
tritis,  the  ftate  being  in  this  view  divided  int 
four.  The  number  of  fenators  which  each  c 
thclc  diitrids  is  to  cle6l,  is  alfb  determined  b 
the  conftitution.  When  on  the  new  enumers 
tion  there  is  found  an  increafc  of  a  twenty 
fourth  part  in  the  population  of  the  diftriA,  fuc 
diftrid  is  to  appoint  one  more  fenator,  and  {o  of 
till  the  fenat?  confifts  of  one  hundred  member 
V  hich  number  it  is  never  to  exceed.  The  fcitf 
tors  arc  eleded  for  four  years,  and  a  fourth  pal 
ot  them  is  annually  renewed. 

The  cleAors  for  the  fenators  mufl  be  iicc 
holders,  and  poflefs  a  clear  property  of  the  valu 
of  a  hundred  pounds^  or  two  hundred  and  fift 
dollars.  The  lift  of  eledors  of  both  claflc 
amounted,  in  ]  7Q5,  to  fixty-four  thoufand  ^ 
feventcen. 

The  elcftors  who  have  the  qualification  n 
quired  for  voting  for  members  of  the  ienat^j  al 
eled  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor ;  bi 
in  thefe  eleftions  they  vote  by  counties. 

Tl 
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The  legiilature  affcrables  annually  the  firft 
Tixefday  in  January ;  but  it  may  be  called  toge-' 
thcr  oftener  by  the  governor,  and  it  can  adjourn 
itfelf. 

The  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  are  cho- 
fea  £or  thre«  years. 

The  governor  is  commander  of  the  forces  both 

nuLitary  and  naval :  he  may   gran£  pardons  of 

treiry  ientence,  except  in  capital  cafes,  where  he 

caa  ooly  fufpend  the  execution,  until  the  matter 

be  finally  determined  by  the  legiflature.     The 

aotninations   to  offices,  civib  and  military^  are 

inside  by  the  council  of  appointment,  at  vchich 

the  governor  preiides.    This  coimcil  is  compoied 

^  four  members  of  the  fcnate,  pne  from  each 

^ftrift;  they  are  appointed  every  year  by  the 

•flcxxibly,  and  cannot  be  named  two  years  fiic- 

ctflivcly. 

^f*  the  governor  fhould  be  abfent  on  any  ac- 
^^^t,  the  lieutenant-go\- cmor  tfdtcs  his  place : 
fcft  13  prclidcnt  of  the  fcnate. 

*^lic  chancellor,   the  judges  of  the  fupreme 

ccwrt,  and  the  chief  judge  of  every  county,  are 

patt^cd  by  the  council  of  appointment.     They 

continue  in  ofBcc  during  their  good  behaviour, 

Jjttt  never  after  they  are  fixty  years  of  age. 

The  il^c|if&  and  coroners  are  appointed  an- 

O  4  nually. 
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nnally,  and  cannot  continue  in  office  more  tha 
four  years.  The  military  commiffions  are  rcvc 
cable  at  plcafure* 

The  governor  has  power  to  refufe  his  confci 
to  laws,  with  the  advice  of  the  council  of  rev 
fion,  which  is  compofcd  of  the  chancellor  ar 
the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court.  But  fuch  r 
fufal  muft  be  given  in  the  courfe  of  fix  day 
and  the  bill  muft  be  fent  back,  accompanit 
with  the  reafons  of  refufal,  figned  by  the  men 
bers  of  the  council.  The  bill,  notwithfiandii 
this  refufal,  becomes  a  law,  if  two-thirds  of  ea< 
houfe  pcrfift  in  it.  The  bills  approved  by  tl 
council  are  returned  to  the  houfe  from  whi« 
they  proceeded,  with  the  fubfcription  of  the  g 
vemor  only. 

The  members  of  the  council  of  rcvifion  i 
ccive  no  falary  nor  allowance  for  that  fun&ic 
Thc'u-  fittings  muft  be  during  the  icfiion  of  t 
Icgiflaturc. 

The  treafurer  of  the  ftate  and  of  the  count 
are  appointed  by  the  legiflaturc. 

The  conftitution  guarantees  the  grants  of  h 
made  by  the  kings  of  England  previous  to  ■ 
month  of  Odober  1775,  and  annuls  all  th 
paade  fince  that  period. 

The  eledlors  for  the  nomination  of  the  pi^ 
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dcrxt  and  vice-prcfidcnt  of  the  United  States,  arc, 
by  a.  law  of  the  1 2th  of  April  1792,  chofen  in  the 
ftate  of  New  York  by  the  two  houfes  of  the  Ic- 
^Haturc. 

TAXiES. 

The  taxes  in  the  ftate  of  New  York  are  im- 
poicd  in  the  grofi  by  the  Icgiflature,  and  after- 
wards aflefled  by  it  upon  the  different  counties, 
according  to  the  value  of  the  properties  relpec- 
tivcly  contained  in  them. 

That  firft  divifion  being  made,  the  infpe<ftors 
<>f  each  townfliip  meet  by  counties,  and  deter- 
mine, after  the  fame  rule,  the  part  to  be  raifed 
^y  each  townfliip. 

The  infpeftors  and  the  ^aflcflbrs  make  in  each 
^^Vnfliip  a  fimilar  diviiion  among  the  individuals; 
^^d  for  this  purpofc,  they  are  by  law  direfted 
*^  inform  themfelves  of  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
perty, moveable  and  immoveable,  of  every  pcr- 
*^xi.  The  taxes  being  thus  aflefled,  they  arc  levied 
*^y  the  coUeftors,  and  remitted  by  them  to  the 
^cafiirer  of  the  county,  who  pays  the  fame  to 
^nc  treafurer  of  the  ftate. 

No  objeft  of  taxation  is  fpccificd  in  the  laws; 

^o  principle  prcfcribcd  for  valuing  property ;  no 

^eans  taken  to  obtain  from  the  individuals  a 

^claration  of  their  property ;  whence  the  afflMt^ 

*Jacut  of  the  taxes  by  the  legiflatuifp,  the  iftipcabri 

z  '  r :  and 
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and  the  adefTors^  can  be  determined  onlj  by  ^m 
arbitrary  eftimate  of  the  general  and  relative  riclx< 
of  corporations  and  individuals. 

The  following  is  the  manner  in  which  th  ^ 
annually  proceed  to  make  the  ailcffment. 

In  tlie  month  of  April  e\'ery  year  the  inhat:=^ 
tants  of  the  different  townfhips  cleft  an  infpe<% 
froin  three  to  fevcn  afTeflbrs,  and  oiic  or  m 
collectors. 

Every    inhabitant   chofeu  to  theie   fun6Ho 
muft  accept  of  them,  or  pay  a  fijic. 

The  afleflbrs  meet,  after  having  taken  an  oa 
for  the  faithful  difchargc  of  their  duty ;  they  mat-^ 
an  eftimate  of  the  property  of  each  inhabitant^ 
diftinguifliing  real  from  pcrfonal  property,  and  •^ 
fet  down  fuch  eftimate  in  a  lift,  which  is  iigncd 
by  the  majority  of  them,  and  tranfmittcd  to  the 
infpcdlors  before  the  end  of  May,  under  the  pe-s 
nalty  of  a  fine  of  t wenty-five  pounds,  or  iixty-two 
dollars  and  a  half,  to  the  u(e  of  the  county. 

The  '  infpcftors  of  each  county  meet  the  laft 
Thurfday  in  May,  and  from  that  eftimate  of  the 
aflclTors  tlicy  aflefs  the  tax  upon  the  different 
townftiips,  adding  to  the  tax  of  the  ftnte  that  ne- 
eeffary  for  the  expences  of  the  county,  and  the 
isnaintenance  of  the  poor  in  every  town.  The 
ftatements  are  fent  by  the  infpe<Aors  to  the  col- 
Icifiws  of  Vitjy  diviiion,  with  an  order  to  levy 

the 
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^  taxes  conformably  to  them.     From  the  firft 

^  the  money  raifed,  the  amount  of  the  fums  or^ 

tered  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor  is  paid  to  the 

^^^^pedors  of  the  poor  of  each  town ;  and  the 

'^'iiainder,  including  the  part  rec^uired  for.  the 

*^-^C3  of  the  ftate,  is  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 

"'^afurer  of  the  county. 

The  county  treafurers  are  appointed  by  the  in-* 

^l^^ftors  of  t^xes,  and  muft  give  iecurity. 

The  orders  for  levymg  fcnt  by  the  infpedors  to 

e  G(^e4$|or$^  ^uthorife  them  to  fell  the  effeds  of 

peribns  taxed  it)  cafe  of  non-payment ;  and 

default  of  moveable  property^  the  produce  of 

ir  liuKbt 

^iVhea  the  colle^^r  is  in  6rrears«  the  trcafurer 

^  the  county  direds  an  order  to  the  flierifF  to  fell 

-•^iM  piopertys  real  tod  perfonal>  to  the  amount  of 

valu0  of  the  taxes  unaccounted  for.     Ho  is 

"WQVfflT  acquitted  of  this  penalty,  on  iatisfying 

^  txtsSv^t  of  the  county>  upon  oath^  of  his  not 

**«lviiig  been  afcte  to  obtain  the  payment?. 

^Whcn;  tho  {(ate  has  ixnpofed  taxes  for  its  nic, 

tnt^fyifrt  qC  counties  are,  before  the  end  of 

'^^Udrch,  to  fend  the  amount  of  this  part  of  the 

to  the  treafurcr  of  the  ftate,  with  the  rea* 

^2N[^8  far  any  deficiency  in  the  levy,  in  default  of 

^Vich  the&me  ftepe  are  to  be  purfued  as  againft 

^wc^Qis  in  arrear. 

It 
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It  is  the  duty  ofthc  county  infpcAcOT,  at  th 
annual  meeting,  to  examine  the  deficiency  in  t 
levy  of  taxes  impofcd  the  preceding  year ;  a: 
if,  not withftanding  the  report  of  the  coiled 
the  rnrpcAors  arc  of  opinion,  that  the  pcrfb 
who  have  not  made  good  their  payments  J 
able  to  do  fo,  they  are  intitled  to  dircd  anew  fix 
lew. 

If  they  approve  of  the  reports  of  the  colleft^ 
or  if  they  arc  fatisfied  of  the  infolvcncy  of  the  C< 
ledor  himfclf,  they  add  an  additional  fiim  to  t 
amount  of  the  deficiency,  for  the  towfaibip  whi 
has  not  nr\adc  good  its  payment>  ■  ^arid  l!he  foJ 
firft  levied  the  year  following  are  appr6|)riatcd 
make  up  iiich  deficiencies  in  die  former  yc^ 
taxesw 

The  allowances- ma^e  %cs  the  inipeAors  ai 
their  clerks,  and  to  the-'ftiTeifors,  s^fc  induded 
the  annual  county  rates.  -  The  oollqdors  arc  \i 
titled  to  dcduft  five  per  cent  from  the  amount  < 
their  colle<ftion.  The-ftkerifF  receires  ^  two»  atf 
an  half  per  cent  of  the  fixms'^he  levies  upon  th 
colledors  in  default.  The* ttcafurof- erf  the  count 
has  a  commififion  of  thtee  quartbfs-fi^r  cent  on  tli 
films  received. 

The  total  expence  for  the  afieflment  and  col 
Icclion  of  taxes  in  the  ftatc  of  New  York,  is  efti 
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irxa-tcd  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent  of  the 
fxxrx^s  levied.  '^ 

There  has  been  no  tax  for  the  ftate  fince  1 788 ; 
it  ^was  that  year  fifty  thoufand  dollars^  three; 
fb\xxths  of  which  was  paid  into  the  treaiury  the 
firfl:  year;  the  reft  was  mot  completely  paid  in 
two  years. 

-As  to  the  taxes  neceflary  for  the  expences  of 
the  counties,  they  are  annually  fixed  at  a  meet- 
ii^g  of  all  .the  infpedlors  of  each  townlhip  and 
tow^n,  and  are  impofcd,  upon  the  fame  principle 
witli  thofe  of  the  ftate,  at  fo  much  a  pound  of 
^e  eftimated  value. 

The  poors  rate  is  regulated  at  the  fame  meet- 
ing,  on  the  report  of  the  infpeftors  of  the  poor 
named  by  the  inhabitants ;  but  each  town  fup- 
ports  its  own ;  and  the  ftate  has,  in  order  to  pre- 
^cr^t  the  fettlement  of  the  poor  in  their  territory, 
^r  ^heir  change  of  refidence  from  one  town  to 
^'^other,  enaded  laws,  which  are  in  fome  mea- 
^^^J^c,  but  not  entirely,  free  from  the  faults  of  the 
^J^gliih  poor-laws. 

*Xhe  few  poor  there  are  in  the  ftate  arc  to  be 

foiajnd  chiefly  at  New  York,  which,  like  all  great 

^^^i^ns  in  the  different  parts  of  the  world,  contains 

W  <:>nce  more  riches  and  more  wretchedncfs  than 

^^»vn8  lefi  popvdous  and  commercial,  and  ftill 

,  Bioic  fo  thwi  in  the  country. 

THE 
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THE  CIVIL  LAWS. 

Th«  law*  relative  to  inteftates  at  New  ITdrk^ 
as  in  all  the  other  ftates  of  Americai  divide  the 
property  equally  among  the  children,  after  dlow^ 
ing  a  third  to  the  widow;  but  the  liberty  of  be* 
queathing  is  in  this  ftate>  as  well  as  the  others^ 
refenred  entire;  and  the  manners,  efpeciallj  in 
the  great  cities,  and  among  the  rich,  are  not  in 
this  refped:  fo  republican  as  the  laws. 

The  roads  are  made  altogether  by  the  laboui^ 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  townfhip  through  which 
they  pafs.  Every  individual  is  obliged  annualljr 
to  contribute  twenty  days  labour,  or  more,  on  the 
roads.  The  commiffioners  are  direded  to  pro« 
portion  jufUy  the  number  of  days,  according  to 
the  circumftances  of  the  peribns  who  are  to 
contribute.  Pesfonal  labour  is  commutable  for 
money,  at  the  rate  of  half  a  dollar  a  day.  The 
ufe  of  a  carriage  and  horics  is  received  as  an  equi« 
valent  for  three  days  labour.  The  juflices  of  the 
peace  are  the  head  infpe6lors  of  the  higfawaysji 
and  determine  queftions  refpe&ing  them.  Indi« 
viduals  who  make  roads  at  their  own  expencc,* 
and  for  their  own  ufe,  may  ere<%  gates^  on  them. 
The  townfhips  are  divided  into  highway  diftri^ls^ 
for  the  more  eaiy  *  execution  of  this  law,  whicb 
was  made  in  1 784.    In  certain  cafes  wbeic  thertf 

is 


m 


THE  UKITJKD  STATES^  CANADA,  &C.  lOJ 

*^  an  extraordinary  public  advantage,  or  any  par- 
ticular difficulty  in  forming  roads,  as  well  as  in 
^thcr  circumftances,  the  ftate  gives  fomc  affifl- 
^^tcc.  In  fpitc  of  thefe  laws,  the  roads  in  general 
^^^  TCiy  bad  in  this  llatc. 

There  arc  in  the  ftate  of  New  York  no  bank^ 

"■^pt  laws ;  but  there  is  a  law  refpcfting  infolvcnt 

^^btors,  which  is  nearly  the  fame  thing.     This 

**^^rwas  made  in  1788,  and  has  fmce  received 

^ox^  ttifling  and  immaterial  alterations. 

5)vciy  debtor,  who  cannot  or  will  not  pay  his 
dcfcts,  may  be  imprifoned  by  the  courts  of  jujT- 
^crc;  and  he  cannot  be  liberated  from  priibn, 
oii-^  yxpoa  a  petition  of  three-fourths  of  his  crc- 
^i^ors  to  the  court  of  chancery,  the  fuprcme 
^c>'^rt,  or  other  court  in  the  ftate- 

Thoie  of  his  creditors  whofe  debts  are  fecured 
any  mortgage,  cannot  concur  in  fuch  petition, 
court  to  which  the  petition  is  addreffed  may 
die  pnibner's  difcharge,  upon  taking  his 
that  he  has  given  a  juft  account  of  his  efiedis 
^^^^^debtSy  and  that  his  petitioning  creditors. claim 
more  than  the  exafl  amount  of  the  debts  due 

^em. 

In  the  prifoner's  declaration  of  his  property  real 

^^dperlbnal,  and  the  releafe  he  executes  of  it,  arc 

^^^^tjxpriicd  all  efFcdb  which  he  may  fuCceed  to  by 

itxheotance;  but  the  judgment  pronounced  of 

his 
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his  liberation,  difcharges  from  all  daim  the  prcH 
pcrty  which  he  may  thereafter  otherwife  acquire; 

There  arc  great  complaints  in  the  ftatc  ol 
New  York  of  this  law,  as  very  imjuft.  An  honefi 
debtor,  who  has  become  infolvent  from  misfor- 
tune, remains  for  a  feries  of  years,  often  all  hii 
life  in  prifon ;  he  is  not  liberated,  but  perhap: 
from  the  ncglcft  of  his  creditors  to  pay  his  liib' 
fiftcnce,  and  then  he  is  in  a  ftate  of  wretchedncfs 
while  the  fraudulent  debtor  gives  a  felfc  ftatc- 
mcnt  of  his  property,  conceals  part  of  his  dif 
pofable  cfFefts,  and  falfely  putting  down  as  ere 
ditors  his  friends,  who  are  made  to  form  thi 
three-fourths  of  his  creditors,  he  prefents  a  peti 
tion  for  his  enlargement,  obtains  it,  and  thei 
freely  enjoys  that  part  of  his  fortune  of  whicl 
he  has  defrauded  his  real  creditors. 

The  law,  it  is  true,  appoints  punifhment  b; 
fine,  for  perfons  appearing  falfely  as  creditors 
but  that  proof  is  never  to  be  got.  Unfortunatcl} 
in  this,  as  in  other  cafes,  a  debtor  wlio  is  a  rafa 
is  better  off  than  one  who  is  honeft  and  unfbi 
tunate. 

They  talk  much  of  amending  this  law ;  but ; 
fiill  exifls,  and  is  extremely  injurious  to  trad< 
morality,  and  virtue. 

The  laws  of  New  York  do  not  allow  foreigne 
to  acquire  landed  property ;  for  this  it  is  neceflai 
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to  be  &  citizen  of  the  ftate,  or  of  the  United 
States.  The  Icgiflature  however  grants,  without 
xnuch  difficulty,  exceptions  to  this  general  pro- 
liibition,  and  there  are  few  fcffions  in  which  fuch 
grants  arc  not  made  to  foreigners*  In  other  re- 
fpe<5lsi  the  right  of  citizenfhip  is  cafily  acquired- 

THE  CRIMINAL  LAW. 

The  criminal  jurifprudcncc  of  the  ftate  of  New 
York  was,  until  laft  year,  the  Engllfli  law^  in  all 
its  rigour.  The  example  of  Pcnnfyhania  has, 
however,  prevailed  over  ancient  cuftom  ;  and  in 
the  laft  feffion  the  Icgiflature  has  reformed  it, 
after  the  mild  and  reafbnable  code  of  that  ftate. 

Premeditated   murders,  and   robberies   com- 
mitted in  churches,  arc  at  prcfent  the  only  crimes 
punilhable  with  death.     The  latter  part-  of  this 
law    affords  rather  a  painful  confidcration — that 
in  a   ftate  which  allows  all  religions  to  be  equal, 
where  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  contribute  or  not 
as  he  thinks  proper,  to  the  fupport  of  any  kind 
of  worihip,  and  where  robberies,  even  made  with 
an  armed  force  in  dwclling-houfes,  were  only 
punifliable  by  imprifonmcnt,  this  great  additional 
fevcrit}'  fliould   have  been  made  againft  robbery 
in  churches.     A  remnant  of  the  barbarous  prcju- 
^'cc,  which  proves  the  inrtuence  of  pricfts,  could 
^'oue  rank  this  fpecics  of  robbery  with  preme- 
-  ^oz.lV.  P  dita.tcd 
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ditated  murder.  Had  reaibn  been  coniulted, 
could  only  have  been  claiTed  with  ordinary  ro 
bery  in  a  dwelling-houfc ;  indeed  it  is  undout 
cdly  Icfs  dangerous  in  all  its  conicqucnccs,  th 
a  robbery  in  an  inhabited  houie,  there  bci: 
nothing  to  ftcal  in  churches  but  benches  a: 
prayer-books.  But  in  the  ftate  of  New  York, 
clfcwlicEC,  opinion  is  more  powerful  than  lai 
and  the  confequencc  is,  that  criminals  guilty 
this  kind  of  robbery  are  gencraHy  acquitted 
the  juries,  who  think  it  their  duty  to  be  mc 
juft  than  the  acl,  which  is  thus  rendered  a  dc 
letter  ;  all  refpeft  due  to  the  law  is  thus  tak 
away,  which  proves  its  impropriety. 

There  are  fomc  other  laws  of  this  ftate 
which  fimilar  obfcrvatlons  will  apply.    Such, 
example,  is  that  paiTcd  in  1788,  that  condcir 
every  perfon  who  gets  drunk  to  pay  a  fine  of  th 
(hillings,  and  to  uand  in  the  pillory  for  two  hoc 
and  inflifts  a  fine  of  fix  fliiilings  for  ever)'  oat 
another  law  of  the  fame  date,  w.hich  forbids  t: 
veiling  on  Sunday,  under  a  like  penalty  of 
fhilUngs;  and  laftly,  an  a6t  of  the  fame  ye 
which  inflifts  a  penalty  of  five  times  the  fum  1 
on  every  perfon  lofing  at  play  more  than  twen 
five  dollars  in  the  fpacc  of  twenty-four  hours. 

An  old  eftablifhed  government  might  find  fb: 
pretext  for  not  revoking  cbfolete  laws,  which 
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IK*  ^d  cannot  be  executed,  but  there  is  no  ex- 
cufe  for  a  legiflature  to  make  new  laws  (^£  that 
t  defcnption.  Governments  are  yet  too  little  per- 
fiiaded  that  public  order  can  reft  only  on  the  moft 
;  abfdute  obedience  to  the  law.  A  fingle  law  al-* 
lowed  to  remain  unexecuted,  gives  a  great  fliock 
to  refped  for  the  laws,  and  when  its  not  being 
executed  proceeds  from  its  execution  being  im- 
poffible,  from  the  manners,  opinions,  and  other 
dfcumftances,  it  is  the  legiilators  who  are  to 
Wamc,  that  the  law  lofes  the  veneration  neceflary 
to  it  in  a  well-eftabliflicd  order  of  fociety. 

The  new  criminal  code  of  the  ftate  of  New 
York,  enabled  in  179O,  direds  that  two  ftate  pri- 
fi»s  (hall  be  built,  one  at  New  York  and,  Jii^ 
<*lier  at  Albany,  and  prefcribes  their  regulations, 
wlttdi  are  nearly  the  fame  as  thofc  of  the  prifon 
of  Philadelphia.  The  expcnce  of  erec^iag  aQ4 
%porting  them  is  tb'be  deffayed  by  the  ftate^ 

h 

SCHOOLS. 

The  legiflature  of  New  York  has  alfo,in  17J?5, 

flwdc  a  ftcp  towards  the  eftabliihmcnt  of  frc? 

ichools  in  its  territory ;  but  little  has  yet  bew 

</one,  nor  docs  there  appear  a^y  certainty  that 

they  ever  will  be  cftablifhcd. 

Twenty  thoufand  pounds,  pr  fifty  tl^pulknddoj- 

P  2  lars. 
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lars,  arc  annually  appropriated  to  the  funds  of  t 
ftatc,  "  to  encourage  and  fup^ort,  in  the  difFcrc 
towns  and  townlhips  of  the  ftate  of  New  Yoi 
fchools  in  which  children  fliall  be  inftrufted 
the  Endifh  laniruacce  and  crrammar;  in  ant 
metic,  mathematics,  and  other  moft  neceflary  ai 
ufeful  branches  of  knowledge,  fo  as  to  fumifl 
complete  Englifh  education/* 

Each  county,  according  to  its  knowTi  popnl 
tion,  receives  a  part  of  this  fum,  in  the  propc 
tion  regulated  by  the  legiflature.  The  infpeA< 
of  each  county  fiibdivide  among  the  differc 
towns  the  proportion  allotted  to  the  couni 
Each  town  muft  add,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  frc 
a  tax  raifed  among  themfclves,  a  fum  equal 
half  of  what  it  receives  from  the  ftatc.    - 

The  mayors,  aldermen,  and  municipalities 
the  towns  of  New  York,  Albany,  and  Hudi< 
are  the  head  infpe<ftors  of  their  tow^ns,  and  m: 
as  they  judge  moft  proper,  apply  the  fums  c 
leded  to  this  purpofe,  cither  in  fupporting  ' 
fchools  already  eftabliflicd,  or  the  charity-fcho( 
t>r  in  the  eftabliflimcnt  of  new  fchoob.  The  la 
powers  are  given  in  the  townfliips  to  the  h 
infpe<5lors  of  the  fchools,  who  are  ele<5tcd  by 
freeholders. 

Two  commiffi oners  for  each  fchool,  chofei 
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the  fame  manner  as  the  infpecflors,  are  to  fiiper- 
intend  the  management  of  the  fchools,  the  ap- 
pointment of  mafters,  &c. 

This  fum  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  givcpi 
annually,  is  only  for  five  years.  The  cftablifli- 
mcnt  of  free-fchools  is  not  prcfcribed  by  the  law; 
and  the  admiflion  of  negro  children,  or  thofb  of 
colour,  even  in  the  charity-fchools,  is  left  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  head  infpeftors. 

The  eftablifhment  of  free-fchools  through  all 
the  hitCy  an  objcft  fo  truly  defirable,  and  the  ad- 
TWtage  of  which  is  inconteftibly  proved  by  the 
example  of  Maflachufetts,  is  not  then  a  neceffary 
confequence  of  this  liberal  donation  of  the  legif- 
lature  of  New  York.    Some  are  eftabliftied ;  elfc- 
^Wc  the  fums  arc  applied  to  the  improvement 
of  the  fchools  already  cxifting,  and  which  are  of 
^  utility  but  to  thofe   in  eafy  circumftances; 
*^y,  the  children  of  flaves,  and  even  of  free  ne- 
groes, have  not  a  right  to  that  education,  which 
|.  would  be  the  firft  ftcp  towards  their  folid,  their 
ufcfiil  emancipation.     This  law  then  is  far  from 
uniting  all  the  advantages  to  be  expedcd  from  a 
ffcat  ftate,  engaged  in  the  important  objc^fl  of 
the  education  of  youth,  and  making  facrificcs  to 
that  objed:.    What  a  difference  between  this  law 
fitid  that  of  New  England  upon  the  fame  fubjcd  ! 
Another  law  of  1 796,  which,  like  that  refpeft- 

P  3  ing 
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•«.  1 1  • ;  •»- 


ing  fchools,  is  meant  to  facilitate  puldic 
tion^  incorporates  the  fadelats  formed  in  £fe 
ent  counties  and  towm  for  the  eflabliihment  d 
public  libraries*  Thb  law  gives  the  le|^ibtrfc 
fan<5llon  to  fuch  eftabliflmients»  tmt  does  net 
grant  one  (hilling  of  the  ftate*8  money  to  pi* 
mote  them. 

SLAVERY, 

The  ftate  of  New  York  is  not  one  of  tl» 
which  appear  to  have  the  moA  liberal  ickas  a£ 
slavery.  It  is  therefore  natural,  that  thcUr^ 
which  in  every  coimtry  follow  more  or  lefi  ^ 
public  opinion^  fhould  alfo  in  this  reipeft  be 
thcr  illiberal. 

It  is  eaiy  to  conceive  why^  in  the  (ou^^ 
itatcs,  the  great  number  of  ilaVes  tender  0i 
emancipation  di^lcult,  and  why  this  di^ett 
gives  a  pretence  for  the  opinion  of  the  netSCflC 
of  fcvcre  laws  againft  flaves ;  but  in  the  ftttt 
New  York,  where  in  a  population  of  tnoic  tfii 
four  hundred  thoufand  ibiils,  there  arenot  tWec: 
thoufand  negroes,  it  is  impo0ibfc  to,  oonoei 
what  {q  great  obftacles  there  can  be  to  tbclieiiia: 
cipation,  and  upon  what  they  can  found  ^ 
opinion,  that  on  accoimt  of  this  trifling  puffi 
of  negroes  there  is  a  ncceffity  for  more  rigoic 
laws  ag^lnil  them  than  againft  poibos  of  aoibjl) 
colour. 
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Be  this  as  it  mayi  a  law,  fo  late  a^  1 788»  coa 
ferns  the  ftatc  of  flavery  in  every  negro,  mulatto, 
^  meilee,  who  was  a  flave  at  the  time  of  its 
etiaftment ;  declares  every  child  born,  or  to  be 
bom  of  a  female  flave,  to  be  a  flavc ;  authorifes 
tiic  fale  of  flaves,  and  fubjefts  them  for  petty 
crimes  to  be  tried  by  juflices  of  the  peace,  who 
may  fentence  them  to  imprifonmcnt  or  whipping. 
One  claufe  of  the  aft  fubjeds  them  to  this  trial, 
arid  to  this  kind  of  punifliment,  for  ftriking  a 
wHite  pcrfon,  without  any  exception  in  the  cafe 
w^hcre  the  white  man  is  the  aggreflbr.    The  pri- 
vilege of  a  trial  by  jury  is,  however,  allowed  to  a 
flavc,  if  the  crime  of  which  he  is  accufed  be  capi- 
tals  He  is  alfo  permitted  to  adduce  evidence  in 
criminal  cafes,  where  other  negroes  arc  impli- 
cated. 

The  new  criminal  code,  founded  in  general  on 
princijdes  of  humanity  and  juftice,  does  away 
none  of  the  truly  unjuft  and  barbarous  enadlracnts 
of  that  law.  At  the  fame  time,  flaves  are  gene- 
J^ly  treated  with  greater  mildnefs  by  their  mafl:ers 
^  the  flatc  of  New  York,  and  leis  oppreflid  with 
labour,  than  they  are  in  the  fouthern  dates.  The 
inannerS,  in  this  rclpedl,  prevail  over  the  rigour 
^thc  laws ;  but  the  manners  are  here,  as  in  many 
^Ae  other  American  ftates,  impregnated  with 
aridity  and  avarice.     This  difpofition  alone  prc^ 

P  4  vents 
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vents  the  abolition  of  flavery.  It  has  been 
^ucntly  propofcd  in  the  legiflature ;  but  hith* 
every  meafure,  even  of  a  preparatory  nature, 
been  rejefted.  Although  the  difproportior 
free  men  to  (laves  is  fo  great,  that  the  greater  ] 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Nevvr  York  poffcfs  no  fla 
the  fmall  number  of  thofe  who  do  poffcfs  tl: 
are  the  richcft  and  greatcft  proprietors ;  and 
the  ftate  of  New  York,  as  elfcvvhcrc,  fuch  perl 
have  the  principal  influence. 

The'  refpeft  due  to  property  is  the  arms  v 
which  evcr}^  propofal  for  their  cnfranchifen: 
is  combated.  I  have  heard  one  of  their  moft 
lightened  lawyers,  a  gentleman  who  in  all  o1 
refpe6ls  entertains  the  moft  liberal  opinions,  in 
<'  that  it  would  be  an  attack  upon  property 
declare  even  the  children  of,  female  flaves  fi 
for  (faid  he)  the  mafters  who  have  purchafcc 
inherited  fluvcs,  poffcfs  them  under  the  idea  t 
their  i//iie  ihall  be  their  property,  which  t 
can  employ  or  difpofe  of/* 

Thus,  while  in  Virginia  they  affcrt,  "  tha 
is  impoffible  to  abolifh  flavery,  without  cxp< 
ing  at  once  all  the  negroes  in  the  ftate," — in  Is 
York  they  fay,  <*  that  it  cannot  be  thought  o: 
abolifli  flavery,  or  take  any  fteps  with  that  vi< 
^thout  paying  to  every  proprietor  of  a  fl 
the  prefcnt  value  of  their  negroes,  young  aijd  c 
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jmci  the  cftimated  price  of  their  cxpedled  defccndr 
ants,"  This  is  certainly  throwing  every  poffiblc 
^hftsiclc  in  the  way  of  the  abolition  of  flavery, 
and  ihewing  themfelves  fairly  inimical  to  fuch  a 

meaiure. 

The  obftacle  prefcnted  by  the  citizens  of  New 
Tork  is  the  leail  difficult  to  coqquer.    Admitting 
the  principle  of  the  neceffity  of  an  indemnifica- 
tion to  the  matters  for  their  negroes,  on  their 
being  made  free,  and  valuing  each  negro  at  one 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  the  whole  amount 
would  be  only  three  millions  of  dollars.     This 
price  would  ftill  bear  reduAion,  from  the  power- 
^^  motives  of  pubhc  intercft  and  honour,  to 
which  every  member  of  fociety  muft  make  facri- 

The  queflion  of  the  property  of  children  un- 
^TTi  would  not  take  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  dif- 
^^is,  if  it  were  agitated  in  the  Icgiflature ;  laftly, 
"^is  enfranchifement,  if  made  as  it  ought  to  be, 
'O^  degrees,  would  coft  the  ftate  much  lels  facri- 
"^^ ;  and  being  done  in  fucceflion,  it  would  be 
^^oft  imperceptible  in  their  finances,  which,  be- 
*^^cs,  could  certainly  not  be  more  worthily  em- 
ployed. 

At  New  York,  as  elfc  where,  the  enfranchife- 
CQcnt  of  the  negroes  ought  to  have  for  its  end  the 
iul vantage  of  the  ftate,  its  good  order,  and  the  be- 
nefit 
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ncfit  even  of  the  negroes  to  be  made  free,  Wci 
this  meafure  too  quickly  and  fuddenly  general, 
-would  fail  as  to  different  objeds  of  the  fiift  n 
ccffity.  I  fhall  not  herc/repeat  what  I  have  o 
fcrvcd  in  another  place  in  that  refpeA,  and  wh 
fo  many  others  have  faid  before  me.  The  c 
pence  to  the  ftate  then  would  be  reduced  to 
vcr}^  fmall  fum,  in  comparison  to  the  utility  ai 
the  duty  of  the  mcafurc.  But  while  the  fta 
of  New  York,  furroundcd  with  the  examples 
Connecticut,  MaiTachufetts,  and  Pennfylvani 
does  nothing  towards  this  libei'ation,  but  fcer 
to  approve  of  the  permanence  of  flavery  by  tl 
filcncc  or  the  rcfufal  of  its  legiflaturc,  it  leav 
its  conftitution  and  its  laws  ftained  with  a  bl 
which,  without  exaggeration,  may  be  called  di 
honourable,  as  it  cannot  be  excufed,  or  even  p8 
liatcd,  by  any  circumftances  exifting  in  that  ftal 
The  exportation  of  foreign  flaves  into  the  fta 
of  New  York  is  prohibited  by  the  fame  law  whi« 
confirms  the  flavery  of  thofc  who  were  in  t 
ftate  at  the  time  of  its  enactment.  This  difp 
fition  therefore  in  that  law,  and  the  mild  nuuu 
in  which  the  flaves  arc  here  generally  trcati 
is  a  confirmation  of  the  opinion,  that  pecunis 
intcreft,  more  than  a  real  approbation  of  Have 
prevents  the  legiflature  from  proceeding  in  t 
rcfpcd  with  that  juftice  and  judgment  w 

whi 
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i^Hich  their  other  deliberations  are  for  the  moft 
conduced. 

* 

THE  MILITIA. 

A  law  of  1 7Q3,  paiTed  in  confequence  of  the 
nailitia  law  of  the  United  States,  regulates  the 
formation  and  the  government  of  the  militia  of 
tlie  ftate  of  New  York.  It  is  diftributcd  in  four 
divifions,  one  for  each  of  the  grand  diftrids  of  the 
ftatc.  Each  of  thefe  diviiions  is  commanded  by 
a  txiajor-gcneral,  and  fubdivided  into  different 
^^igades,  each  brigade  into  different  regiments, 
M\d  thefe  again  into  companies.  The  number 
^f  thefe  corps  is  left  at  the  difcretion  of  the  com* 

^^andcr  in  chief  (the  governor  of  the  ftate),  who 

• 

^  guided  in  this  refped  by  the  population  of  the 
liferent  diftrids  and  counties.  A  company  of 
^^llcry  and  a  troop  of  cavalry  is  attached  to  each 
^gade. 

The  militia  are  to  affepiblc  three  times  in  the 

y^ar ;  twice  by  companies^  and  once  in  their  re- 

•  _ 

S^ixients.  The  companies  of  artillery  and  cavalry 
toe  embodied  on  the  orders  of  the  major-general 
^  Ae  divifion. 

Courts  martial^  for  the  cognizance  of  military 
fences,  are  ordered  by  the  governor,  the  gene- 
^  officers,  and  the  major  generals  of  the  divi- 
fions,  and  alfo  by  the  field  officers  of  regiments, 

&c. 
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&:c.  according  to  the  rank  of  the  accufcd. 
fine  is  the  moft  ufual  puniflimcnt  for  negleft:  < 
dutA\  &c.  and  fuch  fine  cannot  exceed  twea 
five  dollars  for  the  firft  fault,  nor  a  hundred 
twenty  for  any  fubfcquent  offence-  DifmiflaX 
the  highcft  punilhmcnt  which  a  court  marfci- 
can  infiicl  on  an  officer,  and  in  this  cafe  the  fi^^ 
tencc  of  the  court  martial  muft  be  approved  ^ 
by  the  commander  in  chief. 

In  the  cafe  of  fines,  the  fentence  muft  be  »-] 
proved  by  the  commandants  of  divifion  or  Ir  ^ 
gade,  according  to  the  rank  of  the  officer,  and 
the  commander  in  chief,  if  the  officer  con\"i<ft:  ^ 
be  a  commandant  of  divifion.     The  fubalterr 
and  privates  are  fentenced  to  a  fine  by  a  coun  -^ 
of  officers  of  their  regiment  or  brigjjde.     Th^^ 
fines  are  appropriated  to  the  general  expenccs 
the  rcL:imcnt,   fuch  as  the  purchafe  of  colon: 
drums,  &c.     Rcfidcs  the  perfons  excepted 
pubiic  duty  by  the  general  law  of  the  United 
States  the  following  exemptions  are  made  \^J 
the  law  of  the  ftate  of  New  York,  namely",  th^ 
governor,  the  members  of  the  legiflaturc,   anci 
their  (officers,  the  chancellor,  the  judges,  the  fe- 
cretary,  the  treafurer,   the  auditor,   the  attorney 
general,  the  chief  furveyor,  ail  the  inferior  officers 
of  jultice,  including  jailors,  two  boatmen  for  each 
pali'a;:;e-boat,  where  the  roads  crofs  rivers,  all  the 

clergy. 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  221 

^crgy,  phyficians  and  furgeons,  (except  in  fo  far 

^  their  profeffional  ferviccs  are  required)  profcf- 

tors  and  ftudents,  fchool-mafte»  engaged  in  that 

/^^ofcflion  for  three  months  or  more,  pcrfons  bc- 

^^nging  to  the  poft-office,  one  man  for  each  com 

'^ill,  all  the  firemen  belonging  to  infurancc  com- 

P^^^ies,  and  the  perfons  employed  in  iron  works 

^'^cl    glafs  works.     Every  other  free  man,  from 

^^'^'^  tccn  to  forty-five,  is  fubjeft  to  militia  duty, 

:pt  Quakers,  who  are  relieved  upon  payment 

hrec  dollars  annually.     The  governor,  in  his 

^*"^^-x^<Ser  of  commander  in  chief,  may  call  out 

^^  ^^    miilitia  in  cafe  of  invafion,  or  in  any  other 

P^^'^ticular  emergency. 

THE  FINANXF^. 

he  Hate  of  New  York  is  rich.    Its  annual  re- 

,  proceeding  from  the  intereft  of  money, 

*     ^^ed  mollly  in  the  banks  of  the  ftatc,  and  hi 

"^^t  of  the  United  States,  is  two   hundred  and 

^*^^rty-four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighteen 

^^llars.     There  has  not,  as  already  mentioned^ 

^^cn  any  general  tax  for  the  llatc  impofcd  fince 

^         ^^c  year  1788. 

^L  The  annual  expence  of  the  civil  lill  is  about 

w         feventy-five  thoufand  dollars,  and  the  money  ex- 
pended by  the  public  treafury  upon  the  univcr- 
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fity,  the  college,  the  hofpital,  fchools,  and  cafual- 
ties,  exceeds  this  fum. 

The  ft  ate  ftill  o^ves  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thoufand  dollars,  moftly  treafury- bills  granted 
during  the  war.  In  this  fum  is  not  included 
the  debt  due  to  the  United  States,  which  the 
commiffioncrs  of  accounts  have  afcertained  to  be 
two  millions  fcventy-four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-fix  dollars;  and  it  appears  that  the 
State  of  New  York  is  Icfs  difpofed  to  pay  than 
any  other  of  the  United  States  debtors. 

TRyVDE. 

Of  all  the  towns  on  the  continent,  New  York 
is  bcft  fituatcd  for  trade.  It  is  the  only  port  in 
the  ftate,  and  is  one  of  the  greatcft  and  moft 
flouri filing  in  America. 

All  the  produce  of  the  ftate  is  brought  to 
New  York  by  water-carriage,  as  well  by  the  river 
as  by  canals,  which  the  Icgiflaturc  are  unremit- 
tingly employed  in  completing,  and  which  will 
eflablilh  a  free  communication  between  Lake 
Ontario  and  this  port.  Another  intended  canal 
is  to  run  from  Lake  Champlain  and  Hudfbn*s 
River,  by  which  the  produAions  of  Lower  Ca- 
nada will  be  conveyed  direftly  to  New  York. 
The  length  of  this  canal  will  not  exceed  eighteen 

miles ; 
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miles ;  it  is  to  terminate  at  South  Bay,  which 
communicates  with  Lake  Champlain. 

New  York  alfo  receives,  by  its  noble  river,  all 
the  produAions  of  that  part  of  MalTachuietts, 
fituated  on  the  weft  of  the  Green  Mountains,  and 
of  that  part  of  the  ftatc  of  Vermont,  which  is  in 
the  fame  trad. 

The  impoffibility  which  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut finds  of  extending  its  commerce  for  the 
want  of  a  iuiSicient  capital  and  good  ports,  adds 
to  the  tsrade  of  New  York  all  that  of  Connefti- 
cut.  New  York  is  alio  the  place  of  exportation 
of  moft  of  the  provifions  from  New  Jerfey,  as 
well  as  of  the  importation  neccffary  for  this  llate, 
wluch,  as  we  have  already  feen,  carries  on  little 
or  no^trade  at  its  fine  port  of  Amboy. 

None  of  the  ftates  is  more  rapidly  incre^fing 

dian  New  York.    All  its  new  lands,  to  the  weft 

of  AUsany,  along  and  behind  the  Mohawk  tlivcr, 

"which  were  not  formerly  inhabited,  are  peopling 

TCiy  faft.  The  immenie  country,  extending  from 

the  Mohawk  River  by  the  Wood  Creek,  as  far  as 

Lake  Ontario,  and  which  has,  at  daffercnt  times 

back>  been  purchafed  by  companies  on  ipccula- 

tion,  be^ns  to  be  divided  and  cleared.     In  that 

ftill  larger  tra6l,  which  runs  to  the  fouth  of  Lrakc 

Oneid^  as  far  as  the  boundaries  of  Pcnnfylvania, 

there  are  a  number  of  fettlements  l^U  farther  ad-^ 

\'anced. 
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vanccd.  Gcneflee,  which  was  in  a  manner  tf:<^ 
defert  four  years  ago,  is  peopling  beyond  evccy  a 
cxpedation ;  and  all  the  immenie  tenitoiy  of  the  1 
State  of  New  York  is  now  inhabited^  except  t  •  j 
traft  between  the  river  Gcneffce  and  that  of  Ni»-  ^ 
gara,  which  was  acquired  from  the  Indians  onljr  '^ 
laft  month,  and  a  fmiill  part  ilill  retained  by  the 
Indians,  which  they  will  foon  be  obliged  to  iSJr  '\ 
pole  of  to  fpeculators.  :     "i 

Thefe  lands  will  be  foon  inhabited ;  thq^itiC. 
good,  fome  of  them  of  the  firft  quality ;  and'  tlilV  -; 
flats  of  the  Geneflee,  which  I  ipoke  of ^  va.mf  <\ 
journey  in  the  year  1/95,  arc  at  leaft. equal  to  .. 
the  German  flats  along  the  Mohawk  Biver^  .^whkii 
has  been  confidered  the  richeft  land  in.  AmencVi* 
This  country  will  be  peopled  by  the  inhabitants 
of  New  England,  the  mod:  induftrionSi.  .adivej 
and  cnterprifing  of  all  the  United '.States  ;.ankl    \ 
if,  as  is  expeded,  the  obflrudions  in  theina^rfgl*    , 
tion  of  the  River  Ofwcgo  and  Wood  Credk 'iwoc    ; 
removed;  if  the   canals  pn)jeded>. and: Jllrqa^ 
begun,  to  join  Wood  Greek  and  Mohaw]|:.Ri^f 
and  the  canal  to  make  Mohawk  River>  navigifa]^ 
as  far  as  Albany,  were  completed ;  and.i^k^ic.  J|b4 
bank  in  Hudfon^s  River^.flx,  miles  bdoiMr.j^bili  . 
tow^n,  in  the  midft  of  the  [iflands  called  tOtfc^  ^ 
flaugh,  which  at  prefent  prevents  laige^VtE^I^  ^ 
from  going  up  to  Albany^  were,  as  it  jiB.thc^fg^*  I 

practicable,  - 
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jihidicable^  cleared  away.  New  York  Would  en- 
f  joy  a  great  part  of  the  fur  trade. 

This  year  two  finall  flbops  havie  already  made 
'  this  voyage  from  Niagara.     Biit  what  was  to 
^  diem  a  matter  of  labour^  will  undoubtedly  be 
.  ibon  made  eafy  for  larger  vefTels,  and  will  add 
Inuch  to  the  profpcrity  of  all  the .  ftates  of  New 
York,  and  particularly  its  capital. 
r  ^ .  New  York  is,  next  to  Philadelphia,  the  place 
of  the  greateft  trade  in  the  United  States.     The 
ainouht  of  its  exports  in  17Q1  ^'^s  two  million 
Four,  hundred  and  ninety-one  thoufand  and  fifty- 
four  dollars;  in  17Q2  it  was  two  million  five 
hundred  and  twentyrcight  thoufand  an,d  ninety- 
[  five  dollars;  in  1703  it  was  two  million  nine 
hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  three  dollars ;  in  1 794  it  was  five  million 
i   four  hundred  and  thirty-five  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars;  in   1795  it  was  teiv 
million  three  hundred  thoufimdfix  hundred  aiid 
forty-'two  dollars;  and  in  I7g0  it  w^as  twelve 
million  two  hundred  and  cighty-qight  thoufand 
and  twcnty-fcven  dollars; 

The  articles  of  commerce  arc  the  lame  as  In 
the  other  principal  ports  pf  the  United  States ; 
sAd  thefe,  ai  well  as  in  all  the  others,  the  re-ex- 
portatioii  of  the  produce  of  the  Antilles  makes  a 
great  part  of  their  exports.  1  have  not  been  able 
Vol.  IVh  Q  to 
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to  procure  equally  ^tisfaAofy  details  In  rc^d 
of  the  imports,  exports,  and  tonnage  of  this  greal 
port  as  I  obtained  in  fetend  others ;  for  having 
requcftcd  from  Mr.  WoLcoTTj  fccretary  oftfadi 
treafury,  a  letter  tit  the  coUoftor  of  the  cuftnim, 
by  which  means  alone  I  coiild  get  the  infonnft- 
tion,  he  i^d  that  in  the  pie&nt  political  fituatiao 
of  the  United  States  witli  France,  fuch  comi 
pliancc  to  a.  Fxenchman  was  impollGblc :  and  al- 
though I  faw  in  this  the  pcrfbnal  difpofidoa  of 
the  fecrctaiy  of  the  treafiiry,.a&d  that  this{late& 
man  did  not  wifh  to  diiclo&'  what  he  confidcii 
political  fecrcta  to  one  whom  he  looked  upon 
fomc  degree  u  an  enemy,'  1  was  obliged  to  iiifa 
mit  to  his  bax&AnfweEi  The  vali^  of  the 
ports  from  the  State  bf  New  York  in  1 788, 
(me  million  nin^  hundred  and  twenty-five  thon 
fand  dollars. 

Potalhes  arc. more  exported  from  New  Toil 
than  from' any  bther  port  of  the  United  Stata 
That  commodity  is  hefc,  as  in  ail  the  other  ftate* 
fubjefled  to  infpfcdioi^  tatd  it- is  the  only  artld* 
that  is  always  fold  for  teady  money.  Ail 
other  articles'of  p^uce  fu^ed  to  be  tn^xr^ 
iri  the  other  ifotes  are  fb-'fai  l&ts.  The  exammi 
tion  of  flour/ jlkbo^^'iflofe  i!:ri^  than  ih 
foutherh  ilM^s,  »  lefs  ife  tikurAt;  Philadelphia. 
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TH£  CltY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

New  York  is,  next  to  Philadelphia,  the  largcft 
ibid  beft  town  in  the  United  States.  Thefe  two 
cities  rival  each  dthct  almoft  in  cvciy  rcfped:* 
Philadelphia  has  hitherto  had  the  advantage^  but 
from  the  fine  fituation  of  New  York  there  is 
tcafbn  to  ex!ped  that  iboner  or  later  it  will  gain 
the  fiipicriorit  ji 

It  is  calculated  that  this  city  Cdhtaiils  at  pW-* 
fent  upwards  of  fift}^  thoufand  inhabitants.  There 
have  been  no  left  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  new 
houies  built  here  in  this  prefent  year.  It  is  in*** 
'crcaled  and  beautified  with  unheard  of  quick ncfs; 
!L  ia  circuxnfttocc  owing,  no  doubt>  in  a  great  mca-» 
lure,  to  the  imm'enfe  benefit  its  trade  has  derived 
iot  thefe  two  or  three  years  from  the  prefent 
Hate  of  Europe.  But  if  peace  diminifh,  as  if 
Gtrtainly  will,  their  exccffivc  profits,  the  eJfetcnfion 
\if  the  cuTtivated  lands  and  fcttlemcnts  in  this  tafl 
tcnitory,  the  prod\ice  of  which  will  find,  dlrcftly 
'or  indireftly,  a  vent  by  Hudfon's  Rivxr,  will  in-* 
ifiirc  a  iblid  foundation,  independently  of  all  ftn 
icign  circiimflances,  for  the  increafirg  profpcrity 
of  the  trade  of  New  York.  To  all  thefe  advan- 
tages New  York  adds  that  of  lying  more  to  the 
caibward,  ^nd  nearer  to  the  fea  than  any  port  in 
America^  except  Bofton ;  and  it  is  never  choaked 

Q  2  up 


228  TRAVELS  THROUGrf  - 

up  with  ice,  although  that  part  of  the  bay,  ^ 
is  formed  by  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  t\ 
is  fomietimcs  frozen  fo  hard  as  to  make  a: 
communication  on  the  ice  between  the  oil 
the  iflands  called  Grovcmor's  and  Staten  Ifl 
New  York  is  built  at  the  extremity  < 
illand  of  Manhattan,  now  generally  kno\ 
the  name  of  New  York  Ifland.  This  : 
which  is  fifteen  miles  long,  and  three  brc 
the  widcft  part,  is  formed  by  Hudfon's  Riv« 
Eaft  River,  improperly  fo  called,  it  being  m 
die  than  an  arm  of  the  fea,  which  feparates 
Ifland  from  New  York  Illand  and  the  coni 
The  firft  houfcs  of  New  York,  then  Nev 
fterdam,  were  built  in  l6l4  by  the  I 
The  Englifti  made  themfelves  mafters  o 
108  4,  and  retained  it  till  1783.  It  was  t 
town  on  the  continent  which  they  quittec 

In  1775,  when  it  was  evacuated  by  the 
rican  troops,  the  bcft  part  of  the  town,  ar 
fituatcd  next  the  fort,  was,  as  the  America 
burnt  by  the  Englifli,  and,  according  to  th< 
lilh,  by  the  Americans. 

This  quarter  of  the  city  has  bccti  rebuil 
the  peace,  and  is  how  oile  of  the  hand 
parts  in  it.     The  towm  had  formerly  beei 
without  any  regular  plan,  whence  evtry 
almoft,  except  what  has  been  rebuilt  in 
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Offence  of  the  fire,  the  ftrccts  are  fmall  and  crook- 
«A  ;   the  foot-paths,  where  there  are  any,  narrow, 
*^d  interrupted  by  the  flairs  from  the  houfcs, 
^"^'Vich  nriakes  the  walking  on  them  extremely  in- 
^n\Tnicnt.    Some  good  brick  houfcs  arc  fituatcd 
^^  the(e  narrow  flreets ;  but  in  general  the  houfes 
^e  mean,  fmall,  and  low,  built  of  wood,  and  a 
great  many  of  them  yet  bear  the  marks  of  Dutch 
*afte.     The  new  part  of  the  city  built  adjoining 
to  Hudfon*s  River,  and  parallel  with  its  courfe, 
*s   infinitely  more  handfomc;  the  flreets  there 
being  generally  ftraight,  broad,  intcrfe<fting  each 
other  at  right  angles,  and  the  houfes  much  bet- 
ter built.    There  is  not  in  any  city  in  the  world 
^  finer  flrcet  than  Broadway ;  it  is  near  a  mile  in 
*cngth,  and  is  meant  to  be  ftill  farther  extended  : 
**  is  more  than  a  hundred  feet  wide  from  one  end 
*o  the  other.     Mofl  part  of  the   houfes  are  of 
^rick,  and  a  ^lumber  of  them  extremely  hand- 
^nic.     From   its  elevated  fituation,  its  pofition 

^n  the  river,  and  the  elegance  of  the  buildine;s, 
•  *■■  *■- 

^^  is  naturally  the  place  of  rcfidcnce  of  the  mofl 
opulent  inhabitants.  Broadway  is  terminated, 
*  one  end,  by  a  handfomc  fquarc,  in  tlic  front 
of  which  is  the  governor's  houfe,  built  in  a  very 
good  flilc  of  arQhitcAure,  upon  the  fpot  where 
ihe  fort  flood  before  the  revolution.  Tlie  dcmo- 
ition  of  this  fort  has  alfo  left  between  the  go- 

Q  3  ■  vcrnor's 
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vemor's  houic  and  the  river  a  large  ipace^  which 
has  been  I'ormed  into  a  public  w'alk,  upon  the 
bagks  of  Hudlbn's  River,  aad  from  thence  round 
to  Laft  River,  commands  a  vicvv  as  far  as  the 
Tiarrows  at  the  entrance  of  the  roadftcad.  Thus, 
in  tiiis  promenade,  the  eye  embraces  at  once  a]^ 
the  outlets  of  this  great  port,  and  fees  all  its  (hip 
ping  come  in  and  go  out.  This  >^alk,  which 
called  the  Battery,  might  undoubtedly  be  kept  ^ 
better  order,  and  be  made  more  agreeable  to  t 
ufc  it  is  intended  for,  by  planting  ibme  trees, 
but  as  it  is,  its  fituation  makes  it  incomparab^ 
the  moil  delightful  publip  walk  any  where  to  fl 
found. 

The  fortifications  eredled  upon  Governor 
Ifland,  to  defend  the  entrance  of  the  hsurboitf 
are  partly  of  brick  and  partly  of  earth ;  they 
jn  a  1  clpcftable  llate  of  defence.  The  works 
J)cgun  three  years  ago,  upon  a  very  good  plan,  fc 
M*  Vincent,  a  French  engineer,  and  cigh* 
thouland  dollars  granted  by  congrels  have  bc^ 
already  expended  upon  them  ;  but  it  will  take 
great  deal  more  to  complete  them ;  and  this  muf 
be  expended  regularly,  and  without  delay,  whicl 
is  fcldom  the  cafe  with  works  of  this  kind  in  th' 
United  States.  It  appears,  however,  evident  t 
me,  that  to  fortify  the  heights  of  Long  Iilan( 
would  be  alone  an  eti:edual  defence  of  the  harboi 
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of*  T^cw  York ;  at.  leaft  that  it  would  be  an  indlf- 
^niable  addition  to  its  fecurity,  as  there  is  no- 
ting to  prevent  an  enemy  from  landing  In  fomc 
'places  in  that  ifland ;  and  having  poflcfTcd  them* 
felves  of  thefe  heights,  they  might  foon  become 
maffcers  of  New  York,  which  they  could  eafdy 
dcftroy  by  their  artillcr}% 

New  York  was,  till  lafl  year,  the  feat  ©f  the 
Icgiflaturc  of  the  ftate,  which  has  been  fmcc  that 
tinie  transferred  to  Albany.  The  building  in 
^'^hich  the  Icgiflature  held  its  fittings,  and  which 
contains  alfb  the  courts  of  juftice,  is  one  of  the 
xncft  elegant,  or,  at  leaft,  the  moft  fpacious  in  the 
^^ty.  It  is,  however,  much  inferior  to  the  dc- 
*^'iptions  given  of  it  in  all  the  American  Ga- 
^^ttecrs. 

There  are  here  nineteen  places  of  worihip,  be- 
*^Higing  to  different  religions.  Of  thefe  the  Tri- 
*^^*y  Church  and  St.  Paul's  are  the  largeft  and 
**^oft  elegant.  St.  ParJ's  is  the  epifcopal  church. 
'■^hc  biihop,  the  rnlniftcrs,  aad  the  refl:or  are  paid 

*^oni  its  revenues,  which  there,  as  in  all  theotucrs 

• 

*^  America,  are  iacreafcd  by  lettin^r  out  the  pews. 

Vhe  monumciit  erec^lcd  by  order  of  congrcl .  to 

^•^c  memory  of  General  MontgomlTy,  who  was 

rf-illcd  at  the  ficgc  of  Quebec,  in  1775,  ftands 

^5*uuft  one  of  the  outfide  walls  of  St.  Paul's 

Church. 

Q  4  There 
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There  are  three  markets  at  New  York,  but  \ 
of  them  fmall  and  narrow,  very  much  inferior  i 
thofe  of  Philadelphia,  both  in  fize,  and  in  aea 
nefs  and  regularity.  They  aye  fupplied  from  Jc 
fey,  and,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  Long  Iilan< 
The  nearaefs  of  the  fea  makes  the  fifli-markct  I 
better  fupplied  here  than  at  Philadelphia.  *  A 
the  trade  of  coniequence  is  carried  on  by  Ea: 
River,  where  likcwife  come  the  vcflels  from  Con 
nefticut.  It  is  only  the  yeflel&  belonging  to  Hud 
fon*s  north  river  that  land  their  cargoes  at  th 
keys  upon  that  river. 

The  water  is,  in  gcperal,  bad  at  New  Yorl 
although  in  fome  quarters  it  is  lefs  fo  than  i 
others.  There  is  a  pump  placed  at  the  extremit 
of  the  city,  where  thofe  families  that  are  not  £| 
tisified  w^ith  the  wells  and  common  pumps,  gt 

r 

their  water.  The  ipring  which  fupplies  th: 
pump  belongs  to  one  of  the  inhabitants,  and  i 
by  him  let  for  twelve  hundred  dollars;^  to  a  pei 
ion  who  is  faid  to  fell  daily  from  fifteen  to  twcnt 
thoufand  gallons,  and  fome  times  more.  Thi 
water  is  known  in  the  town  by  the  name  of  te 
water. 

But  I  have  faid  enough  of  this  city.  All  th 
accounts  which  I  could  give  of  it  would  nc 
equal  the  defcriptions  to  be  foupd  in  moft  of  th 
American  almanacks.  I  ihall  therefore  confiii 
inyfdf  to  a  fpw  words  on  its  public  eftablilhmcnt 
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HOSPITALS  AND  PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 

An  hofpital  fit  to  contain  a  hundred  and  fifty 
patients,  is  fupported  at  New  York  at  the  cx^* 
pence  of  the  ftatc. 

In  this  hofpital  are  admitted  all  the  poor  inhai- 
-bitants  of  New  York,  and  even  ftrangers.     An 

« 

order,  figned  by  one  of  the  directors,  is  all  that 
is  required ;  and  from  the  number  of  patients, 
'which  feldom  exceed  fixty,  it  appears  that  this 
facility  of  admiffion  is  not  abufed. 

Thofe  patients  who  can  afford  it,  pay  to  the  in- 
ftitution  two  dollars  and  a  half  weekly  for  their 
cxpences. 

A  fkilful  phyfician  vifits  the  patients  regularly 
'^ce  a  day  ;  and  a  young  phyfician  and  an  apo- 
^ccary  live  in  the  houfe.     The  fhidents  who 
•ttcnd  the  phyfician  in  his  vifits,  pay,  as  at  Phi- 
^^clphia,  a  imall  fum  towards  forming  a  library. 
More  attention  fcems  to  be  paid  here  to  the  pa- 
.    ticnts  than  at  Philadelphia ;  or,  at  leaft,  the  hof^ 
pital  is  regulated  fo  as  to  be  of  more  benefit  in 
"^^  inftruAion  of  the  pupils,  and  even  of  the  phy- 
ficians.     A  very  corrcft  journal  is  kept  of  the  dif- 
ferent difcafe?,  their  management,  the  efFcA  of 
the  medicines,  &g. 

Upon  the  whole  this  hofpital  feems  to  be  well 
inanaged,  but  the  patients  labouring  under  difFcr- 

cijt 


_   .  _  -•  n 


.'.:•-...'.;.•  cv. i-g  to  the  Unali  number  of  thcs 
1  nt  i.oi;  ::a:  hd\-i:ig  been  burnt  durings 
t:.'j  V.  ir.  i:  ha-  been  rcbuiit  partly  by  fubtcriptioik.^ 
L-^A  r-::!v  hv  the  ;:ubl:c  moaev.     It  is  at  thi , 


I    -.A 


ti.Trt  iMopjittl  airogether  by  the  Itate,  who  hav-— 
crK'/i'.vcd  it  With  the  fum  of  twelve  thouian^H 
}!./:  ]iL;!'.r!rcd  dollars  paid  annually  by  the  trea — 
f:r:T.     The  directors  have  applied  for  an  aui 

4      m 

r.:cMt:it:o:i  of  this  iura,  which  is  required  for 
a^Miiion:  and  ameliorations  as  well  of  the  buil( 
intf ■>  a.-,  of  the  ground  iurrounding  it.     They  wi 
oiiUia  tliis  augmentation  from  the  wife  liberalil 
of  tfic  lc/i(laturc,  which  never  refules  uieful  an* 
iKneficidl  expenccs,  although  they  might  fomc- 
times  cniploy  them  with  more  advantage 
ju'l^mcnt  thc'in  they  have  done. 

')  he  poor's-houfe  is  fupported  by  a  poorVnte^ 
riifed  amonfr  the  inhabitants  of  tliccity,  and  is   * 
uTiMer  the   fUnclion  of  inipeftors  of  the  poor. 
'I'here   nn*  ;.vnerally  from  fix  to  eight  hundred 
I  iiuper:^   kept   in  this   houfe  befides  fix  hundred 
rr.ort:  who  reeei\cd  L^illance  from  it  during  win- 
ter.   The  InulJing  was  ereftcd  lafl  year,  andcofl 
tv/cnty-fne  thoufand  pounds,  or  an  hundred  and 
thirty  thcmCmd  dollars.     It  is  kept  remarkably 
neat,  and  tlic  poor  well  treated.     A  great  num- 
Ikt  of  tbefe  are  uifirm,  decayed^  and  children^  fo 

that 
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X  the  only  labour  that  can  be  expe<9x:d  from 
^^m  b  the  kitciicn-work,  wafhing,  fcwing,  and 
xking  in  the  garden  belonging  to  the  houfc. 
The  annual  cxpence  of  each  pauper  is  calcu- 
la-fc^d  at  £oirty  pounds,  or  an  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  The  annual  poor's-rate  amounts  to  thirty 
^Ixouiand  dollars,  and  is  in  proportion  to  one 
tl^ixdof  the  whole  taxes  raifcd  in  the  city  in 
^iiofe  years  where  there  is  no  extraordinary  cx- 
f>d:tcc. 

If  a  poor's-houfe  be  any  where  proper,  it  is 

**^^c3oubtedly  in  a  great  city,  but,  in  my  opinion, 

is  feldom  a  good  inflitution  either  in  a  politi- 

or  charitable  point  of  view.     According  to 

^  *^«i  acknowledgment  of  the  infpeftors  of  the  poor 

^""•^    I^Icw  York,  the  poor-houfe  of  New  York  pro« 

^^  •^crcs  paupers. 

i  t  is  ailoniihing,  that  we  fee  nowhere  in  Ame- 
the  eilablifhment  of  benefit-clubs,  where  the 
xking   clafs  might,   by  contributing  a  fmall 
of  their  earnings,  fccurc  to  thcmfelves,  in 
-ir  old  age,   a  lupport  arifiug  from  their  eco- 
rny,  whicli  would  prevent  that  kind  of  Ihame 
&r  attending  the  receipt  of  public  charity,  and 
^'^Ould  be,  in  iti  effeds,  as  beneficial  to  the  morals 
^*  the  people  as  to  the  finances  of  the  llatc,  an^ 
**"^     true   profperity.      Such   inftitutions  Ihould 
*^^icfbre  receive  every  public  encouragement. 

A  nimicrous 


236  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

A  numerous  fociety,  called  the  City  Dr/penfi 
provides  alfo,  by  fubfcription^  for  the  relief  of 
indigent  lick,  in  providing  them  with  medicir 
A  ph}riician,  a  furgeon,  and  an  apothecary,  are ; 
pointed  and  paid  by  the  fociety  to  give  their  \ 
\ice  to  the  patients  who  attend  there  in  vir 
of  an  order  from  a  'member  of  the  fociety. 
cafes  of  ncccffity  they  are  alfo  to  vifit  the  poor 
their  own  houfes,   and  to  inoculate  them  if 
quired.     The  fubfcription  is  five  dollars  a  yc 
which  gives  the  member  a  right  to  have  t 
patients  at  all  times  oh  the  lift ;  and  a  memi 
may  nominate   more  upon  the  additional  ps 
ment  of  two  dollars  and  a  half  for  each, 
fubfcription  of  fifty  dollars  is  the  qualification 
a  member  for  life.    This  fociety  annually  relie 
from  fevcn  to  eight  hundred  fick.     It  is  a  ki 
of  inftitution  common  to  all  the  large  towns 
the  United  States,  and  feems  to  be  one  of  gr 
utility. 

I  At  New  York,  as  in  all  the  great  trading  tov 
on  the  continent,  there  are  a  great  number 
prifoners  for  debt.  A  fociety  has  been  eftablift 
by  voluntary  fubfcription,  which  provides  am] 
for  the  wants  of  thofe  debtors  who  have  no  otl 
jecourfe  to  procure  garments  and  bed  cloth 
The  juries  called  in  courts  of  law,  Ay  ho  are 
lowed  a  Ihiliing  a  day  each  for  their  attendan 

genera 
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?^*^crally  alfb  give  up  this  fmall  falary  to  the  above 
^Axirpofe.  The  relief  thus  granted  to  the  poor  pri- 
l^ricrs  amounts  annually  to  five  or  fix  hundred 
AoUars. 

Xhcrc  are  fcvcral  other  charitable  focietics  cfta- 
bliflicd  at  New  York,  all  with  a  view  of  relieving 
the  unfortunate,  the  (ick,  and  of  different  de- 
foiptions ;  each  of  which  has  its  particular  regu- 
lations. : 

This  is  the  proper  place  to  mention  the  relief 
granted  by  the  ftate  and  city  of  New  York  to  the 
^unfortunate  colonifts  who  efcaped  from  St.  Do- 
nxingo,  and  which  has  been  continued  ever  fince 
*^e  year  1/03,  when  it  was  begun. 

Immediately  upon  their  arrival  at  New  York, 
*  ftibfcription  was  quickly  raifed  for  their  relief, 
amounting  to  the  fum  of  eleven  thouland  fix 
^^Uidred  and  twenty-four  dollars,  and  lince  that 
*^nnc  eleven  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
*^rs  more  have  been  granted  by  the  legillature 
^  the  fiatc  for  the  emigrant  colonifts.    The  ftatc 
^  New  York  has  had  alfo  the  diftribution  of  fc*- 
^'^^tccn  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  as  their  pro- 
Portion  of  fifteen  thoufand  dollars  voted  by  Con- 
S^is  in  1794  with  the  fame  intention;  fo  that 
^*^e  unfortunate  colonifts  of  St.  Domingo  have 
deceived  from  the  fl^te  of  New  York  the  fum  of 
^enty-four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty- 

fout 
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four  dollars,  or  an  hundred  and  thirty-two  the 
fend  nine  hundred  and  fevcnty  French  livrcs. 

The  benevolent  ipirit  i/vhich  induced  the  it 
fcription  and  vote  for  thefe  fums  has  alio  ptefid 
at  their  diftribution.  Immediately  on  their  ar 
Yal  houfes  were  taken  to  receive  thoie  moft  d* 
titute  ofjcfources ;  they  were  there  fupplied  wi 
food,  clpthing,  and  fewel ;  the  kfs  neceflitous  i 
ceived  a  fmall  wrcckly  allowance  of  from  fix 
twelve  dollars,  according  to  the  number  of  th 
family^  By  degrees  thefe  fuccours  became  h 
hecefiar}\  France  provided  for  the  fupport  o£ 
great  number  of  families ;  a  number  of  othe 
from  time  to  time,  returned  to  the  colonies^ 
proceeded  to  France ;  but  the  ftate  of  New  Yo 
has  never  cealcd  to  exercife  its  benevolence,  a 
there  now  are  xaifed  funds  to  fecurc  the  Frcn 
families  in  the  city  who  are  deftitute  of  refburci 
againfr:  the  wdnts  and  feverity  of  the  approachi: 
winter.  The  difhibutors  of  thcfc  fuccours  ha 
heenJUiwRENCB  Embry  and  Richard  LArj 
&ER,  both  Quakers,  who  dcfervc  every  praL 
and  the  particular  gratitude  of  all  Frenchme 
for  the  goodnefsithe  jufUcc,  and  the  unremittb 
attention  with  which  they  have  difcharged  tl 
honourable  fundion.  Richard  L^slraemer  is  xio 
the  fole  agent,  Lawrence  Emery  having  be< 
dead  for  theic  two  yeaiSi 

BANK 
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BANKS. 

*rhcre  arc  two  banks  cftablilhcd  at  New  York  ; 
^O/c  of  thdc  is  a  branch  of  the' bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  is  conducted  in  the  fame  manner^  and 
Uix^cr  the  fame  regulations>  as  the  other  branches 
of     that  blmk;  the  other  is  the  bank  knowfi  by 
tk^^  name  of  the  New  York  Bank.     It  was  incor- 
fM^rated  in  1 7^1 ;  its  capital  is  nine  hundred  and 
fift:^  thoufand  dollars,  in  nineteen  hundred  fliarcs 
o€    Ave  hundred  dollars  each.     The  rules  and  the 
^^fincls  carried  on  by  this  bank  arc  fimilar  to 
*^^ofe  of  the   others  eftabliihed  in  the  United 
a.tes,  particularly  in  Penni)Flvania.     In  its  ad- 
iniflrationy  ^id  in  all  its  tranfa<ftions,  it  is  ab« 
^^liitciy  independent  of  the  ftatc,  which,  by  a 
Particular  regulation,  may  purchafe  as  far  as  a 
^^iridfed  lhares>  but  has  no  farther  vote  in  the 
^^liberations,  than  in  proportion  to  its  fhares  aa 
^^     ordinary  proprietor.     This  bank  defervcdly 
^^joys  the  confidence  of  the  public.    Its  dividends 
^^c    about  nine  per  cent  per  annum.     The  pre- 
fect value  of  ihares  is  about  tw  cnty  -five  per  cent 
ib<»i(it  their  ordinal  price* 

PRISONS. 

■   % 

I  have  before  mentioned  that  the  criminal  ju*^ 
i^mdeaoe  has  been  reformed  in  the  flate  of 

New 
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New  York,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  crime 
of  robbery  in  churches,  has  been  made  altogether 
ftmilctr  to  that  of  Pennfylvaiiia :  that  new  fyHim 
neccflarily  produced  the  prefcnt  regulation  of  pri- 
fons.     The  Icgiflaturc  of  New  York  have  been 
aiixioully  engaged  in  this  particular,  and  in  the 
conftruclion  of  a  prifon  at  New  York  for  ftatc 
con\  icls ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  fince  paffing  the 
law,  it  has  been  ordered  to  delay  building  the  pri- 
fon at  Albany. 

The  new  prifon  at  New^  York  is  already  nearly 
fmilhcd,  and  it  is  upon  a  very  complete  plan.  I*^ 
walls  inclofc  four  acres,  and  nothing  is  wanting  i** 
refpcd:  of  fccurity,  extent,  good  air,  divilion  ^* 
the  different  claflTes  of  prifoners,  facility  of  fiipcf  ^ 
intcndcncc,  and  every  other  circumflance  ncccf^ 
fary  to  this  fort  of  inftitution,  and  wilU  witho^ti* 
doubt,  be  one  of  the  moft  perfeft  buildings  of  *^ 
kind.  It  may^give  fome  idea  of  the  liberality  '^* 
the  legiflature  of  New  York  in  defraying  e^^" 
penccs  for  public  utility,  to  ftate  that  this  prif^^ 
will  cofc  upwards  of  nine  hundred  thouiand  d^-^^ 
lars.  It  will  not  be  entirely  completed  till  t ^ 
next  year,  but  in  the  prefent  year  the  chief  <^t-^ 
lodging  part  will  be  iiniflied,  and  the  conviffs  ""  -  ^ 
to  be  removed  thither  in  the  courfe  of  a  mon 

This  prifon  is  intended  for  that  clafe  of  pt^^ 
foners  only ;  prifoners  for  debt>  and  thoie  cortr^ 
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ted  by  the  police,  being  confined  in  feparatc 
fons*  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  it  had  been 
lit  within  the  city,  from  which  it  is  about  half 
T^ile  diftant,  as  it  w^ould  in  that  cafe  have  been 
lefs  danger  of  being  forced  from  without,  and 
'  perfons  in  confinement  rcfcucd.  But  the  city 
Vcw  .York  is  extending  fo  rapidly  on  that  fide, 
in  a  very  few  years  it  is  probable  the  prifon 
riot  be  thus  infulatcd:  and  even  now  it  is  not 
great  a  d;fi:ance  but  affiftance  rpay  be  eafily 
'V'hcn  ncccfl!ary. 

i^c  internal  government  of  this  prifon  will  be 
^^fted,  as  at  Philadelphia,  under  infpc<Sbrs, 
'ipally  Quakers.  One  of  thofe,  Thoma-s 
^ir,  whofe  philanthropy,  virtue,  and  zeal, 
t  equally  the  efteem  of  the  public,  will  rcn- 
liis  inftitution  in  no  refpeft  inferior  to  that 
-xmfylvania.  He  is  one  of  the  moft  excellent 
^11,  his  firft  wilh  being  to  do  good  to  others, 
^ving  him  this  praife,  I  do  not  mean  to  de- 
;  from  the  merit  of  his  coadjutors,  who,  he 
fes  me,  arc  animated  with  the  fame  fenti- 
*s  as  himfelf ;  but,  as  I  happen  not  to  be  ac- 
^tcd  with  them,  I  cannot  fpeak  from  my  own 
*^ledgc. 

*^c  convi(fls  are  at  prcfent  confined  in  the  or- 
*y  prifon,  and  are  w^sll  fuperintcnded :  four 
>^e.  of  them  are  in  the  fame  apartment ;  but 
?1^L.IV/  R  they 
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they  arc  not  made  to  work,  the  place  iK>t  pei 
mitting  it.  In  the  fame  range  of  buildings  whei 
the  conviAs  are  kept,  is  the  houfe  of  corrcAior 
for  women  confined  by  order  of  the  police, 
is  the  old  fyftem  of  the  Salpetriere  at  Paris,  in  s 
its  imperfcftions.  I  could  not  fee,  without  ho 
ror,  two  or  three  girls,  twelve  years  of  age,  m 
refted  as  public  proftltutes;  and  one  of  the: 
was  there  for  the  fecond  time.  The  vices 
large  cities  arc  every  where  alike. 

THE  COUNTRY  ABOUT  NEW  YORK. 

The  illand  of  New  York  being  tlie  only  pla 
round  the  city  that  can  be  reached  without  crol 
ning  water,  the  ground  there  has  rifen  to  i 
enormous  price.  In  this  place  the  moft  opule: 
inhabitants  of  New  York  have  their  count 
feats.  Among  thcfc,  that  of  Mr.  Olive  is  mc 
diftinguilhcd  for  its  fimplicity  and  tafte,  and  f 
its  pleafure-grounds,  planted  with  all  the  Eur« 
pcan  trees,  reared  with  an  attention  very  uncon 
-mon  in  America,  and  which  is  fully  rccompenii 
by  its  fucccfs.  Mr.  Olive's  houfe  is  ftill  more  r 
markable  for  the  truly  patriarchal  and  hoipitab 
life  he  there  leads.  He  paflcs  at  this  villa  i 
the  time  he  can  fpare  from  his  bufinefs  as  a  me 
chant,  and  has  the  happinefs  to  be,  with  one 
the  moft  accompliihed  of  wives,  furrounded  by 
*  charmii 
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'harming  family.  He  is  of  the  firft  rank  among 
iiofe  Frenchmen  whom  no  private  irrtereft  could 
mduce  to  make  them  forget  that  of  their  country. 
The  Americans  allow,  that  this  difpofition  is  more 
common  among  the  French,  than  among  any 
:>ther  people. 

The  foil  is  in  general  bad  In  the  ifland  of  New 
i^^rk;  it  fells  however  higher  than  any  of  the 
rounds  in  the  environs  of  Philadelphia. 

The  land  in  Long-lfland,  which  is  the  dearer 
^  proportion  to  its  vicinity  to  New  York,  is  of  a 
ery  inferior  quality.    In  other  refpedb,  however, 
liat  ifland  is  extremely  agreeable.     The  land, 
although  very  indifferent,  is  well  cultivated,  the 
ffxarkct  of  New  York  furnifhing  a  certain  and 
p>X)fitablc  vent  for  their  produce.     Yet  towards 
^^  middle  of  the  ifland  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
Scound,  of  a  light  and  dry  fand,  that  has  been 
hitherto  coniidered  as  unfit  for  cultivation.     Al- 
though I  went  through  the  whole  of  this  ifland, 
J  do  not  coniider  it  fufficicntly  interefting  to  en- 
ter into  any  details  refpeding  it,  flich  as  I  have 
given  of  niy  other  joumics.     In  a  ipace  of  four 
hundred  miles  iquare,  Long-lfland  contains,  ac-^ 
nording  to  an  enumeration  made  in  1 790,  thirty- 
if^t  thoufand  two  hundred  and  nineteen  inha- 
litunts,  mcluding  four  thouiand  eight  hiuidred 
tljl'ihirty'mnc  Haves. 
•  R2  THE 
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THE  MAWT.RS  OF  NFAV  YORK,  AND  NOTICES  OF 
FP.RSONS  INCIUKXT  TO  THE  SUBJECT. 

Every  thing  is  ftill  dearer  at  New  York  than 
at  Philadc-iphia :  the  fhops  are  not  lb  well  fup- 
}'.!ied,    and    the   fliopkcepers   not    fo    cWil  and 

The  manners  arc  the  fame  at  New  York  a? 
in  the  (;thcr  larjre  to>\ns  in  America,  throughout 
111!  the  (litterent  chifFes  of  fociety.  In  point  ot 
lu)lpit:iilty,  the  inhabitants  hold  a  middle  degree 
betu  cen  tliofe  of  Philadelphia  and  thofe  of  13^^" 
toll. 

Their  o(.litical  opinions  were  more  favourable? 

JL  1 

to  ICn^rland  two  years  aso  than  they  arc  no^"* 
and  it  is  at  present  doubtful  ^vhcther  Mr.  J^?"' 
wlio  (■'Ae;>  liis  election  as  governor  of  theftatcto 
that  (Hjporition,  will  be  rc-cletled  the  cnfui^S 
year. 

I  had  great  pleafure  in  again  meeting  here  ^^* 
Hamilton,  who,  as  I  have  already  mentioned**^  ] 
one  of  the  n\oll  intercftinij:  charafters  in  Arf^^' 
riea :  lie  unites,  to  an  erihirgcd  undcrftandmg/ 
L^reat  de<rree  of  courasre  and  firmneis,  with  tni  J 
and  e::trcmely  agreeable  manners.     It  is  gene 
rally  thought,  and  apparently  with  ibmc  founda^ 
tion,  that  he  ftrongly  influenced,  and  even  diire&ed 
the  conduct  of  General  Wafliington  in  the  laft 

yean 


THE  UNlT.fiD- STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  ^43 


V.  r  ^ 


^rs-  of  his  preiidency.  .  Mr.  -Hamilton  is,..au)rc 
^Han  any  other  of  the  -fedGralifl:  party,  qxpofcd  to 
the  ill-will  ot' the  oppofitc  party:  he  .  is.  a- yprjr 
eminent  Barrifter  at  New  YorJL  and  hi^  -pm* 
feflional  condu<St  is  highly  liberal.  JBorn  withoirt 
a  fortune,  he  quitted  the  office  of  fccrctary  of  jhc 
trcafury  without  a  fortune,  when  the  circ^m- 
fiances  of  the  coniblldation  of  •  the*  public  debt, 
the  extenfive  fales  of  land,  &c.  gave  him  irnmcnfc 
opportunities  of  becoming  rich,  without  the  rifk 
of  public  cenfurc,  if  he  had  choicn  to  profit-  by 
wicm ;  but  a  dinntereftedncfs  in  pecuniary  mat- 
tos,  every  where  rare,  but  particularly  fb  in  Amc- 
nca,  is  a  univerfally  allowed  trait  in  Mr,  Hamil- 
ton's charad:er;  and  I  have  been  informed,  by 
his  clients,  that  their  only  conteft  with  him  is 
^%cdi,ng  the  fmallnc fs  of  the  fees  \^  requires, 

Cpjpnfl  BuRij,  who  isi  alfo  one  of  the  moft 
^ftinguiflicxi  characters  in  the  United  Stjates,  for 
the  extent,  prccilion,  and-  clearnefs  of  his  judg- 
ment, for  his  acquired  kr^owledgc,  and  fot  the 
delicacy  and  gcnerofity  of  his  fent^mcnts,  and 
'Sf'l^ofe'  friendfhip  1  have  enjoyed  for  thefe  two 
y?^rs,  ipadc  rne  acquainted  with  the  aged  Gene- 
l?l  Cli:3^tox,  forrnerly  governor  of  the  ftate  of 
fjew  York,  who  is  now  as  ardent  in  his  love  of 
iifecrty  as  he  was  at  the  age  of  thirty  ;  and  as  he 
j^  devoted  himfelf  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
iV  Us  the 
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the' revolution,  and  finte  that  period,  to  cftaHift 
and  prcfcrvc  the  liberty  of  his  countr)-,  he  alfo  Iim 
a  number  of  enemies  in  the  federalift  party ;  but, 
from  what  I  have  feen,  and  from  what  I  know 
of  him,  I  cociider  him  h  man  of  the  moft  effi- 
m&ble  character. 

Another  inhabitant  of  New  York,  whom  I  fre- 
quently met  during  my  laft  ftay  there,  where  my 
intention  of  returning  foon  to  Europe  induced 
me  to  keep  little  company,  IsEdmund  Livisg- 
STOW,  <me-of  the  moft  enlightened  and  eloquent 
members  of  tlie  oppofition   party  in  congicfs. 
When  the  American  poKtics,  coming  round  to- 
wards England,  reftrained  public  cxprcllions  oi 
attachment  to  the  unfortunate  Lafayette,  wboin 
fhey  knew  in  faft  more  as  the  prifoner  of  Gcoigc 
the  Thirds  and  under  the  inffuence  of  that  mo- 
narch, than  that  of  the  Emperor,  and  prevented 
any  attempts  being  made  to  loofcn  his  chaii**' 
Edward  Livingfton  more  than  once  raifcd  I*** 
voice  in  congre&,  to  engage  them  to  take  pi** 
■per  iic;ps  towardsthc  dtlircrance  of  that  unfof"*' 
nate  but  eftimable  charafler,  and  to  call  the  ho- 
■nourable  atteritioh  of  congrefs  towards  his  fo^  1 
Although  Edward'  Ijvin^'fton  is  too  young  *** 
have  fcrved  with  l«afayette  in  America,  and  co**^    ■ 
have  no  particular  tie  to  him.  he  faw  in  his  cat***  ^ 
tliat  of  the  fne6d»  of  liberty,  that  of  Americ*'  i| 
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I  he  has  lupportcd  it  with  wamith.  He  has 
^ys  been  fccondcd  by  a  number  of  his  col- 
gucs,  and  often  by  the  majority;  he  would 
ire  been  fo  by  the  whole,  in  any  other  ftatq  of 
Stical  difpofitions.  ;     . 

I  (hall  be  pardoned  for  adding  the  name  of 
^sciosKO  to  the  lift  which  I  delight  in  com» 
emorating.  There  is  no  heart  friendly  to  \It 
rty,  or  an.  admirer  of  virtue  andj  talent,  in 
bom  the  Jiamc  of  Kojfcioiko  does  not  excite 
tidmcnts  of  intcrcft  and  refpe<5l.  The  purity 
d.  liberality  of  his  intentions,  the  boldncfs  of 
I  undertakings,  the  able  manner  in  which  h« 
3dudcd  them^  and  the  misfortunes  and  atrQr 
\i^  captivity  which  have  been  their-  coi^fcT 
CQce,  arc  too  wqll  known  to  require  repetition^ 
1^  alio  well  known,  that  Paul  the  Firft  figna* 
^  the  commencement  of  hia  reign  by  the  en- 
gement  of  this  refpccSlable  fuffere^,  .whofe  imr 
iqnmcnt  and  barbarous  trcatraient  made  every 
icrous  mind  condemn  Catharine,  if  the  whole 
'  of  that  infemous  woman,  blackened  with 
Hies  and  vices>  could  be  fullicd  by  an  addi- 
eial  crime.  In  America,  where  he  fqrved  with 
tindion  in  the  waT:of  the  revolution,  has  Kcr 
a&o  come  to  feck  an  afylum.  He  iodgcd^ 
icn  I  law  him,  at  the  houlv  of  the  brave  Ge- 
lid: Gat£S,  in  whole,  army  he  waj>  ernploycd  at 

R  -1  the 
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the  memorable  affair  of  Saratoga.     The  coniS 

quencco  of  his  wounds,  which  ftill  prevent  hir 

from  the  free  ufc  of  one  of  his  legs,  and  his  rigor 

oils  confinement,  have  impaired  his  health,  bul 

i:  now  begins  to  be  rc-eftablilhcd.     Simple  anc 

niodcft,  be  even  fheds  tears  of  gratitude,  aoj 

fccms  aftoniftied  at  the  homage  he  receives.    13 

Iccb  in  every  man  who  is  the  friend  of  liberty  anz 

of  man,  a  brother.     His  countenance,   fparkfc 

with  fire,  difcoversa  foul  which  no  circumftancr 

can  render  dependent,  and  exprcffes  the  langua  _ 

of  his  heart.  Shall  I  tiever  then  Jight  more  for  ^ 

country P     He  fpeaks  little,  particularly  on  t- 

niisfortunes  of  his  country,  although  the  thougri 

of  thefe  occupy  his  whole  foul.     In  a  word,  t 

vation  of  fentiment,  grandeur,  fwcctncfs,  io 

goodncfs,  all  that  commands  refpeft  and  homai 

appear  to  me  to  be  concentrated  in  this  ccK 

brated  and  interefting  viftim  of  misfortune  a*' 

defpotlfm.     1  have  pjet  few  men  whofe  appc*- 

ance  fo  much  excited  in  me  that  effeA. 

His  young  friend  Niemcewicz,  who  w^ 
wounded  in  the  fame  battle  with  Kofciolko,  anJ 
like  him,  was  imprifoned  in  the  dungeons  d 
Catherine,  has  followed  him  to  America,  anc 
devotes  to  him  the  fondeft  attentions  of  friend 
Ihip.  Nicmcewicz  is,  from  his  noble  fentiments 
the  agreeablenefs  of  his  manners,  and  the  eirteo 
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oi  Viis  knowledge,  a  perfon  particularly  intereft- 
ing.  He  is  faid  to  hold  the  firft  rank  among 
the  poets  of  his  country. 

After  having  feen  both  thefe  great  men  as  often 
as  I  could,  I  left  them,  with  a  finccre  wilh  for  the 
bappinefs  of  their  country,  which  was  returned 
with  an  equal  wilh  on  their  part  in  behalf  of 
mine.        « 


GENERAL 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATICaiS  ON  3Ht^ -'' 


H^ 


r  AVTNG  ghrcn  a  fltctch  'of  rfe  ct^fed^* 
and  principal  laws  of  the  union,  X  u^^'j 
now  to  fpeak  of  the  federal  gorenuiKnt,  wl^* 
excrcifcs  a  fovcreign  power  over  the  V^ok,  U^  j 
forins  the  bond  which  unites  them  tog^tUar<         ' 
The  political  cliaraAcr  (rfthetimesgiTtstA**  ' 
grce  of  importance  to  this  part  of  my  wtyk  d»*^ 
belongs  to  no  other ;   were  it  not,  indecdj  ibM*; 
lutcly   neceflkry  to  render  the  notions  c£  ^?.,. 
reader  more  diftinft  and  perfeft  rcipeding- 1*^ 
United  States  and  their  icTcral  govenuneatl 

SrxaATlON  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  PREVIOt* 
TO  THE  YEAR  1797.  -   ' 

Early  in  the  American  revolu^on,  and  m  V^ 
midft  of  the  dangers  of  that  war  it.occafioo^^' 
a  congrefs  was  held  of  deputies  from  each  of  IMP^ 
ftates,  who,  fitting  together  in  one  chaoSli^' 
formed  the  goTerament  of  the  union.  Thii'^didl^ 
bond  which  conne^d  the  feveral  ftafees,  at  ^ifi^'^ 
period,  was  the  common  cau&  in  whi^  ^dutf. 
were  engaged ;  and  the  general  confideactemiMft^ 
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3lc  authority  of  the  congrcfs.  But  lb  im* 
IS  were  the  circumftances  in  which  they 
,  and  fo  perfeft  the  zeal  of  their  conftitu-* 
that  the  orders  they  iflued,  many  of  which 
ded  their  authority,  were  promptly  and  fcru*  * 
ifly  obeyed.  The  congrefs  thus  ftrength- 
with  the  public  opinion  accompliihed  trxsmj 
objcAs ;  it  levied  armies ;  raifed  exteniive 
;  formed  important  alliances;  maintained 
srar  with  vigour ;  and  proclaimed  the  indc- 
:ncc  of  the  country. 

e  articles  of  confederation  which  were  not 
cd  till  1 731,  gave  the  congrefs  a  more  ex* 
c  authority ;  but  one  tliat  was  flill  very  H^ 
,  and,  in  many  refpedls,  incomplete.  By 
articles  it  had  authority  to  require  of  the 
:nt  ftates  the  money  neccflary  for  the  war, 
le  expcnces  of  the  union ;  but  it  was  to- 
leftitute  of  all  means  for  coercion  on  the 
or  even  individuals,  who  (hould  refufe  to 
Jbeir  portion  of  the  public  burthens ;  and 
gulations  of  commerce,  however  general, 
eft  to  the  fevcral  ftates. 
the  peace,  zeal  and  confidence  abated  with 
ifence  of  the  dangers  that  gave  them  birth. 
X)ngrefs  found  the  limits  of  its  authority 
rrow ;  it  was  deftitute  even  of  power  tx> 
e  its  own  laws ;  and  was^  on  that  account, 

unwilling 
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unwilling  to  pafs  many  that  were  ncccflary,  Ti 
inadequacy  of  the  government  to  its  objccfl  w 
fcit  in  every  direftion  ;  the  feveral  ftates  ncgledc 
to  fulfil  engagements  made  by  the  congrcfs,  i 
the  name  of  the  whole,  to  pay  debts  contraftc 
lor  the  war ;  the  paper  of  the  congrefs  was  de 
preciated  ;  credit  exiftcd  no  longer;  and  com 
mcrcc  languiflicd,  England  laid  heavy  duties  a 
the  importation  of  the  produce  of  the  America 
Hates.  Some  of  the  ftates,  it  is  true,  impoiL 
Jicavy  duties  on  Englilh  goods  ;  but  that  mcafu 
was  not  general,  and,  in  the  condition  of  tl 
country,  the  expedient  was  prejudicial  to  tl 
ftates  by  whom  it  was  adopted. 

It  was  in  the  midft  of  thefc  and  other  calaic 
tics,  and  with  a  defign  of  applying  a  remedy 
them,  that   the   Convention  of  Annapolis,  ar 
afterwards  that  of  Philadelphia,  were  convoked* 

This  lalt  con\cntion  framed  the  conftitutio 
which  at  this  day  exifts  in  the  United  State! 
Although  it  is  already  well  known,  I  will  here  f( 
it  down  entire  and  in  its  own  words.  A  conil 
tution  is  a  tiling  of  which  a  perfeft  idea  is  n< 
formed  from  a  mere  abftradt ;  and  a  comple 
idea  of  the  American  conftitution  is  neceffary 
comprehend  what  I  have  to  fay  concerning  tl 
debates  on  tliis  conftitution,  and  the  oppofition 
had  to  encounter. 

CONSTITUTIC 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  . 

We,  the  ^people  of  the  United  States,  in  order 

to  form  a  more  perfc<S  union,   eftablifli  jufticc, 

inf\ire  domeftic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com- 

nion  defence,  pi:omote  the  general  welfare,  and 

^crxire  the  bleflings  of  liberty  to  ourfelves  and  our 

poflerity,  do  ordain  and  eftablifli  this  conftitution 

fox-  the  United  States  of  America. 

Article  I. 

^e£ilo7t  ift.  All  legiflative  powers  herein  grant- 
€^  ihall  be  vefted  in  a'congrefs  of  the  United 
St^t^tcs,  which  fliall  confift.of  a  fcnatc  and  houfe 
^^   ^eprcfentatives. 

^e6l.  2d.  The  houfe  of  reprefcntativcs  fliall  be 
^^xnpofed  of  members  chofcn  every  fecond  year 
^y^  the  people  of  the  fcveral  ftates  ;  and  the  elec- 
*^'^s  in  each  flate  fliall  have  the  qualifications  re- 
SV^ifitc  for  eledlors  of  the  moft  numerous  branch 
^^  the  ftate  legiflature. 

^o  pcrfbn  fliall  be  a  reprefentative  wh0  IhaU 
tv^t  have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  yedr^ 
a^d  been  fcven  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States; 
^d  who  fliall  not,  when  eleded,  be  an  inhabitant 
oi  that  ftate  in  which  he  fliall  be  chofen. 
;  Reprefentatives  and  dircft  taxes  fliall  be  ap- 
|K>rtioned  among  the  feveral  ftates  which  may  be 

included 
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included  within  this  union,  according  to  thcif 
relpcftivc  numbers,  which  fliall  be  detcrmim 
by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  perfbns 
including  thofe  bound  to  fervicc  for  a  term  o 
years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three- 
fifths  of  all  other  perfons.  The  a<%ual  enumera* 
tion  fhall  be  made  within  three  years  after  th< 
firft  meeting  of  the  congrefs  of  the  United  States 
and  within  every  fubfequent  term  often  years,  i 
fuch  a  manner  as  they  fhall  by  law  direft.  Th« 
number  of  rcprefentatives  fhall  not  exceed  on^ 
for  every  thirty  thoufand,  but  each  flatc  fhall  hav» 
at  leaft  one  reprefentativc  ;  and  imtil  fuch  cnu 
meration  Ihall  be  made,  the  flate  of  New  Hamp- 
fhire  fhall  be  entitled  to  choofe  three,  Maflachu 
ietts  eight,  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions one,  Connedliqut  five.  New  York  fix, 
Jerfey  four,  Pcnniylvania  eight,  Delaware  on 
Mar}dand  fix,  Virginia  ten.  North  Carolina 
South  Carolina  five,  and  Georgia  three. 

When  vacancies  happen  in  the  reprefentatio: 
of  any  flate,  the  executive  authority  thereof  fhal 
ifTue  writs  of  ele(flion  to  fill  fuch  vacancies.   Th^ 
boufe  of  rcprefentatives  fhall  choofe  their  fpeaker 
«nd  other  officers,  and  fhall  have  the  fole  powez 
of  impeachment. 

Se£i.  Sd.  The  fcnate  of  the  United  States  flial 
be  compofed  of  two  fenators  from  each  fhitC:. 
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^Kofen  by  the  Icgiflature  thereof,  for  fix  years ; 
^d  each  fcnator  fliall  have  one  vote. 

Immediately  after  they  Ihall  be  aflembled,  in 
confequence  of  the  firft  clc<9ion,  they  Ihall  be 
divided  as  equally  as  may  be  into  three  ckfles. 
Hhc  (eats  of  the  fenators  of  the  firft  clafs  ihall  be 
acated  at  the  expiration  of  the  fecond  ye» ;  of 
>e  iccond  clafs  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth 
"ar  ;  and  of  the  third  clafs  at  the  expiration  of 
ie  -fixth  yeai: ;  fo  that  one-third  may  be  choicni 
^  every  fecond  year;  and  if  vacancies  happen 
y  relignation,  or  otherwiie,  during  the  recefs  of 
^^  Icgiflature  of  any  Hate,  the  executive  power 
^reof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until 
'^c  next  meeting  of  the  Icgiflature,  which  fliall 
^^n  fill  up  fuch  vacancies. 

^o  perfon  fliall  be  a  fenator  who  fliall  not  have 
^*^ained  to  tl>e  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine 
'^^rs  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  and  who 
•^^11  not,  when  cle<3:ed,  be  an  inhabitant  of  the 
^^tc  for  which  he  fliall  be  chofen. 

nPhe  vice-prefidcnt  of  the  United  States  fiiall 
^  prefident  of  the  fenate ;  but  fliall  have  no 
•^te,  unlefs  they  be  equally  divided. 

*The  fenate  fliall  choofc  their  other  officers, 
^^  alio  a  prefident,  pro  tetnpore,  in  the  abfencc 
^  the  vice-prefidcnt,  or  when  he  fliall  excrcife 
'^  office  of  prefident  of  the  United  StiUtcs. 

The 


356  TBAVBLS  THKOtieH 

The  ^natc  fhall  have  the  fble  power  to  try  All 
impeachments.     When  litting  for  that  purpofc« 
they  ihall  he  on  oath  or  affirmation.     When 
the  prefident  of  the  United  States  is  tried,  the  ; 
chief  juflicc  ihall  preiide ;  and  no  pcrfon  ihall  be  3 
convided  without  the  concurrence  of  two-third*  - 
of  the  members  prcient.  •  'j 

Judgment,  in  cafe»  of  impeachments. tfb^.BO^  -^ 
extend  further  than  to  a  removal  froin.  office,  ^tfK? 
a  difqualiiication  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  o^ce  o^ 
honour,  truil,  or  ptoiit  under  the  United  States ;  j 
but  the  party  convided  Ihall  be  neverthelels  fub- 
je(ft  to  indi<Sment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punlfl>" 
ment,  according  to  law. 

Se£i.  -1th.  The  tunes,  places,  and  manner    oi 
holding  election  for  ftnators  and  reprcrcntatl\'cs> 
ihall  be  prefcribcd  in  each  flatc  bj  the  legiflatur^ 
thereof;  but  the  congrefs  may  at  any  time  by  ^ 
law,  make  or  alter  fuch  regulations,  except 
the  place  of  choofing  icnators.  I 

The  congrefs  ihall  aflembie  at  leaft  once  evcO  J 
year,  and  fuch  meetings  ihall,  be  pi3  the  firft  Moi^" 
day  of  December,  uiUefs  they  ihall  by  law  appoi***  | 
a  different  day. 

SeSi.  5th.  Each  houfe  ihall  be, the  judge  of  t:t»*i 
ele<5tions,  returns,  and  quali6cations  for  its  oV*''*^ 
members,  and  a  majmty  of  eactJliall  conititt**"* 
a  quoiium  to  do.bufivLf:isj.  but  8, /mailer  numt'' 
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)5iay  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  au» 
^orized  to  compel  the  attendance  of  abfent 
*ttcmb6rs>  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  under  fuch  pe- 
tolties  as  each  houfe  niay  provide* 

Each  houfe  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  pro* 
ceedings,  punifli  its  members  for  diforderly  beha- 
viour, and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirdS| 
expel  a  member. 

£ach  houfe  fhall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceed** 
ings,  and  from  time  to  time  publifh  the  fame> 
^cepting  fuch  parts  as  in  their  judgment  may 
^qra  ire  fccrecy ;  and  the  yeas  &nd  nays  of  the 
'^cnnibers  of  either  Jioufe,  on  any  queftion,  fhall, 
f  ^^^  e  defirc  of  one-fifth  of  thofe  prefent,  b6  cn«- 
T^^^  on  the  journal* 

^^cnther  houfe,  during  the  feflion  of  congrefs^ 

aH^  ^  without  the  qbnfent  of  the  other,  adjourn 

rt  ^inore  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place 

ha^  that  in  which  the  two  houfcs  fhall  be  fitting. 

S'^^S.  6th.  The  fenators  and  rcprefentatives  fhall 

<tct\\-e  a  compenfation  for  their  ferviccs,  to  be 

jfctrtained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  treafury 

c(  the  United  States.     They  fhall,  in  all  cafes, 

except  trcafbn,  felony,  and  the  breach  of  peace, 

he  privileged  from  arrefl  during  their  attendance 

,it  the  fclTion  of  their  rcfpedlive  houfes,  and  in 

i^ing  to  and  returning  from  the  fame ;  and  for 

Vol.  IV.  S  any 
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i-m-nts  whereof 

ing  fuch  timt: ;  a: 

•under  the  Unitec 

either  houre  durir 

S'H.  7th.  All  b, 

•ginate  in  the  hot 

foate  may  propoft 

•«»  on  any  other  hil. 

Every  bill  which 

of  reprefentatives, ; 

•becomes  a  Jaw,  be 

the  United  States ; 

fign  it,  but  if  not  h 

Jeftions,  to  that  he 

who  ihall  enter  the 

journal,  and  procec. 

fuch  W-confideratioi 

(hall  agree  to  pafs  th 
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t§!fi€  a  law.  But  m  all  fach  cacfes  the  votes  of 
)oth  houfes  fhall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays^ 
sd  the  names  of  the  peribns  voting  for  and  againft 
he  bill  (hall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each 
loufe  refpeftively.  If  any  bill  fhall  not  ;be  jfc^* 
ttracd  by  the  prefident  within  ten  days,  Sundays 
*ccpted,  after  it  Ihall  have  been  preieatedrto 
vim,  the  fame  (hall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as:if 
^  had  iignedit,  unlels  the  congrefi,  by  their  ad- 
ounmients,  preverrtits  xctum,  in  which* cafc it 
hall  not  be  a  law.  •  '■.  r 

Every  order,  refolution,  or  vote,  to  whicK'thc 
^wrence  of  the  fenate  ahd.houfe  of  tcpreien;<- 
ativcs,  may  be  neccflary,. except  on  a  queftion  of 
rfjournment,  fliail  be  offeficdtothe  prcfidciif  of 
fee-United  States ;  and  before  thd  iatnc  flniU'ialQe 
!ftft,  fhall  be  approved,  by  him,  or,  being:  dx&^ 
noved  by  him,  (haU  be  repaflcd.by  two-thirdsiof 
he  fenate  and  hotife  of  reprcfentatives,  accord- 
^'tQ  the  rules  and  limitations  prcfcribed  in'thc 
!afe  of  a  bill.  .        ; 

'  SeSf.  8th-  The  congress  ihall  havi^  power ^to^  lay 
M  collet  ta3Ctt,'dutics,/impdfts,  and  cxcifes;  to 
ly  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  Common  dc- 
Ice  and  the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States; 
ifcill  duties,  impofts,  andexcifcs,  fhall  bfc  tmi- 
m  throughout  the  United  States; 

S2  To 
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To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States ; 

To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  natiooSi  j 
and  among  the  fcveral  flares,  and  with  the  IndiiD 
tribes ; 

To  eftablifli  the  uniform  rule  of  naturalizadoo*  j 
and  uniform  laws  on  the  (ubjeft  of  bankruptcies 
throughout  the  United  States ; 

To  coin  money,  regulate  the  Value  thereof,  a©^ 
of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  ilandard  of  wcigVits 
and  mcafurcs ; 

To  provide  for  the  punifhment  of  counterfe^'* 
ing  the  fccurities  and  current  coin  of  the  Uni*^ 
States ; 

To  eftablifli  poft  offices  and  pofl  roads ; 

To  promote  the  progrcfs  of  fciences  and  ufc^*^ 
arts,  by  fccuring,  for  limited  times,  to  autb^^' 
and  inventors,  the  cxclufive  right  to  their  rcfp^' 
tivc  writings  and  difcoverics ; 

To  conftitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  fuprc 
court ; 

To  define  and  punifh  piracies  and  felonies  ca 
mittcd  on  the  high  feas,  and  offences  committ^^ 
againft  the  laws  of  nations ; 

To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque,  20 
rcprifal,  and  make  rules  concerning  captures  C^ 
land  and  water ; 

To 
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To  raife  and  ilipport  armies;  but  no  appro- 
E^riation  of  money  for  that  ufe  fhall  be  for  a  longer 
term  than  two  years ; 
.  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy ; 

To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regula- 
tion of  the  land  and  naval  forces ; 

To  provide  for  the  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  union^  fupprefs  infurrcc- 
ions,  and  repel  invafions ; 

To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  .difci- 
)lining  the  militia ;  and  for  governing  fuch  part  oi 
lieni  as  may  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  refcrving  to  the  ftates  refpeAively 
the  appointn>ent  of  the  officers,  and  the  authority 
^  tn^nmg  the  militia  according  to  the  difcipline 
prescribed  by  congrefs ; 

To  fxercife  exclufive  legiflation  in  all  cafes 
whatfpsv^r,  over  fuch  diftrict,  not  exceeding  ten: 
niiles  fqu^e,  as  may  by  ceffion  of  particular  ftates; 
^d  the  acceptance  of  congrefs»  become  the.  feat 
of  government  qf  the  United  States ;  and  to  ex*, 
crcifc  like  autbpfity  over  all  places  purchafed.  by 
thcconfent  of  the  legiflature  of  the  ftate  in  which 

the  fame  fhall  be,  for  the  eredion  of  forts,  ma-i 
I  gazines,  arfenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful 

buildings :  and  to  make  all  laws  which  ihall  be 
jieceiTary  to  carry  into  execution  the  foregoing 
powers,  and  all  other  powers  vcftcd  by  this  con* 

S  3  ftitution 


ilitvtioitin  thd  gtmrnmcnt^ithd 

0Sjn.aD7  department  thenioC.''  iiailv!*^ 

SeSl.  Qth.  The  migration  arimportatiemof  fitdi 
perfons,  as  any  of  the  "ftatcs  now  cxiftingfliall 
think  proper  to:  admit,  ihall  hot'  be  prohibited 
by  the  congreis;  prior  to  the  -yflair  180S;  but  a 
tidcordu^  m^'beiimpofed  oni  Au3i  importation, 
pot  exceedii^^  dollars  for  each  pcrfon. 

The  pri^lege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  fiiall 
not  ^  fufpei>^;"urt1efs  in  i»^  of  rcbet^fHror 
ini'afion,  or  when  the  public  iafety  may  te4ui»i«f 

No  bill  of  attaindtr  or  expafijk^o  lawMrtJ 
jafled.      .■■■■>  ,-.'       ^-  "f^ 

.  No  capitation -op  other  cKreA  tlBt-fliall  be  b» 
ttnleis  in  pn^Mctioa  to  the  ceAnCic  or  biumeratiaa 
herein  before  dircAed  to  be  tak?m/ 

No  tax.  or- <SQty^  fl^i  belaid  on  articles  ex- 
ported from  aiijt  jftate<.— No  jiraference  fliall  ^ 
given  by  any  regtUatiotl  df  ^dbmmerce  or  re^xnu" 
to  the  ports  of  bac  ilate'-oVer-tho^  of  anot)ieri 
not  ihall  vellels  bbttnd;  to  oc-ftonn  one  ilatc,  ^ 
obliged  to  enter^tdfar,  orpAyxliitics  in  another. 
.   No  money  fliall  be  dnviwn;f»m  the  trcfdinyi  I 
but  in  con&qncnce  of  appcikprntums  madt  by  | 
law;  and  a  regular  ftatement'and'account  of  the  ' 
xcceipta  and:  cxpcoditurcs  of  all  public  ntooc^ 
iball  be  publifhed  from  timc.to  ^e. 
-  No  title  of  oi3bitity,£h^  bV'^^ted  by  tb^ 
.    ":       -  ■    ■  Unitc^i 
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nitcd  States ;  and  no  pcrfon  holding  any  office 
'  profit  or  truft  under  them  Ihall,  without  the 
anient  of  congrefe,  accept-  of  aay  prefcnt,  cmo- 
ment,  office,  or  title,  of  any  kiqd  whatQV9r> 
>m  any  king,  princ^  or  foreign  ftate.. 
SeS.  loth.  No  ftate  fljall  enter  into  any  treaty, 
iance,  or  cx)nfedcratipn ;  grant  letters  of  nadf  qq? 
d  rcprifal ;  coin  money ;  emit  bfills  of  crc4it ; 
ake  any  thing  but  gold  and  filver  coin  a  tender 

payment  of  debts ;  pais  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex 
^fifa^o  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligations  of 
mtradls,  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

No  ilatc  Ihall,  without  the  confent  of  con- 
"^^^^i  lay  any  impofts  or  duties  on  imports  or 
xports,  except  what  may  be  abfolutely  neccflary 
>r  executing  its  infpciftion  laws ;  and  the  net 
fociuce  of  all  duties  and  impofts,  laid  by  any 
^tc  Qn  imports  or  exports,  Ihall  be  for  the  ufe  c  f 
ie  treafury  of  the  United  States ;  and  all  fuch 
Ws  ftiaU  be  fubjed  to  the  revifion  and  controul 
•  the  congrefs.-r-No  ftate  Ihall,  without  the  cou- 
nt; of  congrefs,  lay  duty  on  tonnage;  keep  troops, 
f  fliips  of  war,  in  time  of  peace ;  enter  into  any 
agagemcnt  or  compa<ft  with  another  ftate,  or 
dtb  a  foreign  power^t  or  engage  in  war,  unle/s 
ftually  invaded,  or  in  fuch  immiAcnt  danger  as 
iU  i\ot  admit  delay. 

S  4  Article 
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Aaticu  IL  . 

Sea.  ift.  Tbeezecdtiv«>cNMr(b«nM 
in  a  prefident  of  the  Unitcil  Stafies-of  Aiiklii^ 
he  ihall  hold  bis  office  durii^  ,tfaotermdfii3 
years;  and,  together  with  the  viee-piefideiit  cbi 
fen  for  the  fame  term,  be  eleAed  'as  fellows. 

Each  ilate  ihaU  appoint,  in  fuch  manner  mfc 
legiflature  thereof  may  dtred,  a  tiamber  df  «S 
tors,  equal  to  the  whole  nudiber  of  ieiiaitois  tf 
reprcfentatives  to  which  the  ftate  may  be.infitt' 
in  the  congrefs :  but  no  fenator  or  irprelihtativ 
or  perfon  holding  an  office  of  truft  or  profit  ur: 
der  the  United  States,  fliall  be  appointeii  eleAc 

The  eledlors  Ihall  n^eet  ii)  thc^r  Ite^ie^ 
ftates,  and  vote  by  ballot  two  perfom,  ci  Ivfad^ 
one  at  Icaft  (halt  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  iiufl 
{late  with  themielves.  And  they  ihall  Iidik0 
lift  of  all  perfon$  voted  for,  and  the  tramber^- 
votes  for  each ;  which  lift  th^  (ball  fign,  cibfCi6 
and  tranfmit,  fealed,  to  the  ieat  i^i  goveinttifcfl 
of  the  United  States,  directed ; to  tbe  ))re(fidnKi« 
the  Senate.  The  profident  dfcho  fittilite  M^  i 
the  prefence  of  thd  ienate  and  h6uie  of  rcpttii^ 
tives,  open  all  the  ccftificatlfes,  aftd  thq  ^vpttt  ^ 
then  be  counted,  '?  -»  vl'i./.: 

The  perfon  having  the  greatdft  ntmlMr  ^<iriM 
ihall  be  the  preiident^  if  ilich  a  number  be  )I^«h 
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jori  try  of  eleftors  appointed ;  and  if  there  be  more 
tlxa.n  one  who  have  luch  majority,  and  have  an. 
eqvxal  number  of  votes,  then  the  houfe  of  reprc- 
icntatives  Ihall  immediately  chooic,  by  ballot, 
one  of  them  for  prefident ;  and  if  no  perfon  have 
a  majority  then  from  the  five  higheft  on  the  lift, 
the  faid  houfe  fhall,  in  the  like  manner,  choofc 
the  prefident.     But  in  choofing  the  prefident  the 
votes  Ihall  be  taken  by  ftates,  the  reprefentations 
from  each  ftate  having  one  vote ;  a  quorum  for 
this  purpofe  Ihall  confift  of  a  member  or  mem- 
bers from  two  thirds  of  the  ftates,  and  a  majority 
<>f  all  the  ftates  ftiall  be  neceffary  to  a  choice.    In 
every  cafe,  after  the  choice  of  the  prefident,  the 
P^rfbn  having  the  grcateft  number  of  voles  of 
^c  elcAors  Ihall  be  the  vicc-prefident.     But  if 
there  fhould  remain  two  or  more  who  have  equal 
''^^tcs,  the  fcnate  Ihall  choofe  from  them,  by  bal- 
*^^,  the  vice-prefidcnt. 

The  congrefs  may  determine  the  time  of  choof- 
^^g  the  eleftors,  and  the  day  on  which  they  Ihall 
S^\'e  their  votes ;  which  day  Ihall  be  the  fame 
^-Hroughout  the  United  States. 

No  perpjn  except  a  natural -bom  citizen,  or  a 

citizen  of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the 

adoption  of  this  conftitution,  fliall  be  eligible  to 

the  office  of  prefident ;  neither  Ihall  any  perfon 

be  eligible  to  that  office  who  Ihall  not  have  at'* 

taiued 
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tamed  to  tho  ago  of  jthtityyjSyo  ysao^  ilidbeeca 
fourteen  year^  a  Kijiiknt  witiiin  the  Utaited  Stafecte^ 

In  caic  of  tfac'  pegmiaal  -  cf  thr  pidMcnt  fiiui^ 
office^  or  of  his  death,  MfigaatioB^'brr  tnahifit^ 
to  difcharge  the  pDwcib  and  ctukics  :a£  tlw 
office,  the  fame  ihatt  devolre  ontUo  ^Cfc»pn!&=^ 
dent,  and  the  congreii  may  by  Hw  pirdiide 
the  cafe  of  remotalv  death,  .ttfUgnataoOf  or 
bility,  both  of  tkb  pocfident  and  idoes^refiikD^ 
declaring  what  officer  fliall  then  a&  as.pfefidcaBE 
and  fuch  officer  fliall  a<S^  accordingly,  W^ 
difability  be  removed/  or  a  president  fliall 
eledcd. 

The  prefident  ihally  at  fbited  times,  necetife 
his  fervices,  a  compenfation,  which  ifaall 
be  increafed  or  dixniniflied  during .that^  period Aia^ 
which  he  ihall  have  been  elected,  and  he  ihali 
receive  within  that  period  any  other  emoi 
from  the  United  States,  oc^any  of  fhem, .     .. :  ^ 

Before  he  enters  oh  the  ocecution  of  htaofficCt^ 
he  ihall  take  the  following  oath  orafficmatiDq^: 

'^  I  do  foleronly  fwear,  or  affirm,  that  r  I  jv^ 
faithfully  execute  the  office  of  prefident  of  t&e 
United  States,  aitd  will,  to  the  beft  of  my t^Hfitj, 
prefervc;  prote<fl,  and  defend  the  coniHtiatioK  tof , 
the  United  States.**  ■  ;;  .  .-. 

Se£i.2d.  TheprefidttatdiaUbocottnuMfefi^. 
chief  €^  the  army  uaoA  Mrvy  of  tAtt  United  SfiatMlL 

and 
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atid-  of  the  militia  of  the  &veral  ftates;  when 
d^cd  int<x  the  adiial  iervice  of  the  United  States^ 
be  may  inquire  the  opinion,  in  writings  of  tha 
|Mrtncipal  officer  in  each  of  the  executive  departs 
ments,  upon  any  fubjeft  relating  to  the  dudea 
©f  their  refpeftive  offices,  and  he  fhall  Jhavc 
power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for  ofn 
fences  againft  the  United  States,  except  in  cafes 
<>f  •  inapeachftient. 

He  ihall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  ad\icc 

^nd  confcnt  of  the  fenate,  to  make  treaties,  pro- 

"vided  two-thirds  of  the  fenators  prefent  concur ; 

*^cl  he  ihall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  ad- 

[     vicre-  and  confent  of  the  fenate  (hall  appoint  am- 

^ffadors,  other  public   mlnifters,    and  confuis, 

)^^ges  of  the  fuprcme  court,  and  all  other  officers 

^^     the  United   States,  •  whofe  appointments  arc 

^^t  herein   othcrwifc  provided  for,  and  which 

^^^11  be  eftablilhed  by   law.     But  the  congrela 

^^.y,  by  law,  veil  the  appointment  of  fuch  in- 

*^^^or  officers,  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  prefix 

"^^t  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads 

®^  the  departments.  , 

The  prefident  Ihall  have  powxr  to  fill  up  all 
^'f^cancics  that  may  happen  during  the  reccfs  of 
wc  fenate,  by  granting  commiffions  which  Ihall 
f^cpucc  at  the  end  of  their  next  fefiion. 

Se^.  3d.  He  ihall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to 

the 
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the  congrdsinfarixudiQaaftliefi«)Be.rf 
and  recommend  to  their  cDnfidcnCionL  fiidi  ma 
iures.as  he  fluU  judge  ncocSbry  tad  capcdMart 
he  may,  on  extmordinaiy  QCcafiom»  cdiivepe.lN)jt 
houfes,  or  either. of .them^  and :in: cafe  of dv 
agreement  between  them^.witb  ieipeA;to\tt 
time  of  adjournment,  be  :ma;]^  adjourn  diem.t 
ilich  time  as ifae;  flialt.tbink  premier;  he  ihajl  n 
ccive  ambafladors>  and  other  public  miniften 
he  fhall  take  cafe  'that  the  4aws  be  faithiutty  ev 
cuted,  and  ihall  commiflion  all  the  officer*  of  tfa 
United  States. 

Se£l.  4th.  The  preiident,  yice-prefident^  co 
all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States^  fliaU  I 
removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for,  an 
convidion  of  treaibn,  bribeiy,  or  other  hjig 
crimes  and  miiUemeanors. 

I 

Article  III. 

Se£i.  ift.  The  judicial  power. of  the  Ui^ 
States  ihall  be  veiled  in  one  fupreme  coiut;,  m 
in  fuch  inferior  courta  as  the  congrefi  x&ayw.fiQi 
time  to  time,  ordain  and  eflabliih.  The  Judgfi 
both  of  the  fupreme  and  inferior  coiuts^^  fta 
hold  their  offices  during  good  behaTioiUb  no 
Ihall,  at  ibted  times,  receive  for  their  jfemoc 
a  compcnfadon,  which  ihall  not  be  ^fpi^npfliii 
during  their  continuance  in  office,  .   .:  ^^  .ii^v^ 
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^eSf.  2d.  The  judicial  power  fliall  extend  to  all 
cafes  in  law  and  equity,  arifing  under  this  confti^ 
tution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  treaties 
inade,  or  which  fhall  be  made,  under  their  autho* 
rity;    to  all  cafes  affeding  ambafladors,  other 
public  miniilers  and  confiils ;  to  all  cafes  of  adr 
miralty  and  maritime  jurifdidion ;  to  difputes  to 
'vvhich  the  United  States  fhall  be  a  party ;  to  dil^ 
P"utes  between  two  or  more  flates;  between  a 
ftate  and  citizens  of  another  flate ;  between  citi- 
zcns   of  the  fame   flate   claiming  lands  under 
grants  of  different  flates ;  and  between  a  flatc  or 
the  citizens  thereof  and  foreign  flates,  citizens  or 
ftibjefts. 

In  all  cafes  affe<9ing  ambafTadors,  other  public 
**>iriiflers,  and  confuls,  and  thofc  in  which  a  flatc 
^all  be  party,  the  fupreme  court  fhall  have  ori- 
ginal jurifdi6lion.  In  all  the  other  cafes  before 
'Mentioned  the  fupreme  court  fliall  have  appellate 
J^rifdi6lion,  both  as  to  law  and  fad,  with  fuch 
^^ocptions,  and  under  fuch  regulations  as  the  con- 
g'^^ft  fhall  make.  :.  .^^^-^ 

The  trials  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cafes  of  im- 
l^ccichment,  fhall  be  by  jury ;  and  fuch  trials  fhall 
^  held  in  the  flate  where  the  faid  crimes  ihall 
fetvc  been  committed ;  but  when  not  committed 
wUhin  any  of  the  United  States,  the  trials  fhall 

be 
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be  3it  iUoh  place  Df  places  as  dxt  congreis  jnay^ 
by  law  lifltc  diiteftwli 

Se^,  Sd.   Treafofti  againft  the  United  Stated 
ihall  cotifift  only  in  levying  v^ar  againft  them,  or 
in  adhc^ng  to  tiitit  en^smies^  gi^ii)^  tl^em  aid  and 
tJohiFort.   No  pcribri  (hall  be  convivSfced  of  trea^fbn, 
Unlefs  cto  the  tdlimony  of  two  witneffes  to  the 
lame  overt  a6l,  or  on  confeffion  in  open  court. 

The  congrefs  Ihall  have  power  to  deckrfe  the 
puniflirticnt  of  treafon,  but  no  attainder  of  trea« 
Ion  fliall  work  corruption  of  blood,  br  forfeiture 
except  during  the  life  of  the  perfon  attainted. 

Article  IV. 

Self.  ift.  Full  faith  and  credit  Jhall  be  given 
in  each  {late  to  the  public  afts,  records,  and  ju- 
dicial proceedings  of  every  other  ftate.  And  th^ 
congrefs  may  by  general  laws  prefcribe  the  mafHr- 
ner  in  which  fiich  afts,  records,  and  proceedings 
'fliall  be  proved,  and  the  effeft  thereof. 

SeSf.  2d.  The  citizens  of  each  ftate  fliall  be 
entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  each  of  the  fcveral  ftates. 

A  perfon  charged  in  any  ftate  with  trcafoA, 

'felony,  or  other  crime,  who  fliall  flee  from  juf- 

ticc,  and  be  found  in  another  ftate/ fliall,  on  de- 

'  mand  of  the*  executive  authority  of  the  ftate  from 

which 
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rhich  he  has  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed 
^  tfae  ftate  having  jurifdiftion  of  the  crime. 

No  perfon*  held  to  fervice  or  labour  in  bnc 
late,  under  the  laws  thereof,  efcaping  into  an- 
)ther,  fhall,  in  confequence  of  any  law  or  regu- 
ation  therein,  be  difcharged  from  Tuch  fervice  or 
abotir,  fcut  fhall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the 
^arty  to  whom  fuch  fervice  or  labour  maybe 
due. 

SeSi.  3d.  New  ftates  may  be  admitted  by  the 
-c>ngreis  into  this  Union,  but  no  new  ftate  fhall 
^c  formed  or  ereAed  within  the  jurifdiftion  o£ 
^^y  other  fiate ;  nor  any  ftate  be  formed  by  the 
Rii^lion  of  two  or  more  ftatcs,  or  parts  of  ftates, 
W'lthout  the  confent  of  the  Icgiflatures  of  the 
ftatcs  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  congrcfs. 

The  congrefs  fhall  have  power  to  clifpofe  of 
*^d  make  all  needful  rules,  and  regulations  re- 
*Pc<Sling  the  territory,  or  other  property  belonging 
*Q  the  United  States ;  and  nothing  In  this  con- 
ft^tution  fhall  be  fo  conftrued  as  to  prejudice  any 
^^^itxis  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular 
ftate. 

5tf(57.  4th.  The  United  States  fhall  guarantee 
*o  every  ftatfe  in  this  Uniim  a  rfepublican  form  of 
l^^^rcmmcnt,  and  fhall  prptdft  each  qf  them 
^Kaioft  invafion;  and  on'  sippUcation  of  the  Ic- 


giflature,  or  of  thd  exBcntare  pofta;.*w&eA:il^fl^ 
leglflature  cannot  be  ooareaed,  agujift  dbnai^K' 
Tiolence.  •;  I.    -I  ."".;;  :_'■'. 

Abticle  V.  ^^^^^H 

The  congrcfi,  wjienever  two-thirds  of  hot!*  || 
hoiifes   (hall    deem  it  necefTary,    (hall  ^propoic 
amendmeiits  to  thia'oonftltutlon,  or,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  le^flaturcs  of  two-thirds  of  the 
icveral  ftates,  ihall  call  a  convention  for  propofing 
amendments,  which  in  either  cafe  fhall  be  %^U<1 
to  all  intents  and  purpolcs,  as  part  of  this  conlti- 
tution,  when  ratified  by  the  leglHatures  of  thrcc- 
fourths  of  the  ftvcral  ftates,  or  by  conventions  of  | 
three-fourths  thereof*  as  the  one  or  the  oth^*"  j 
mode  of  ratification  may  be  propofed  by  the  coari"  ' 
grels  :  provided*  that  no  amendment  which  m^T 
be  made  prior  to  the  year  1808,  Ihall  in  ar^J" 
manner  affeft  the  firft  and  fourth  claufcs  in  tt^^  , 
ninth  feftion  of  the  firfl  article ;  and  that  r"*°  1 
ftatc,  without  its  confent,  fhall  be  deprived  of  i  ^  I 
equal  luffiage  in  the  ienatc. 

A^TrCLE  VI, 

All  debts  contraded,  and  engagements  entered 
into,  before  the  adoptionbf  this  conftitutlon,  ihall 
be  as  valid  ag^nft  the  United  States  under  tlufi 
conilitution,  as  un^V  the  confederation. 

This 
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•Tbis  conititutibn,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  which  flhall  be  made  in  purfuance  thereof; 
^d  all  treaties  made^  or  which  Ihall  be  made, 
^der  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  fliall  be 
^c  luprenie  law  of  the  land ;  and  the  judges  in 
^ciy  ftate  (hall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in 
c  conftitution  or  laws  of  any  ftate  to  the  con- 
uy  notwithftanding/ 

T*lie  fenators  and  reprcfentatives  before  men- 
rxed,  and  the  niembers  of  the  feveral  ftate  le- 
la^tures,  and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers, 
-H  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  feveral  ftates, 
11   be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  fupport 

»    conftitution ;  but  no  religious  tcft  Ihall  ever 

^required  as  a  qualification  to  any  office  or 

lie  truft  under  the  United  States, 

Article  VII. 

lie  ratification  of  the  convention  of  nine 
s  ihall  be  fufficient  for  the  eftablilhment  of 
Conftitution,.  between  the  ftates  fo  ratifying 
ame. 

>nc  in  the  convention,  by  the  unanimous 

nt  of  the  ft:at:cs  prefent,  the  1 7  th  day  of 

mber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 787,  and  of 

dependence  of  the  United  States  of  America 

clfth.     In  witnels  whereof,  wc  have  here* 

ibfcribcd  our  names. 

.IV.  T  GEo^^^ 
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Mijjfichnfetts. 

CotmcSiiait. 

Nriv  York. 
New  Jcrfcy, 


Pennfylvania. 


f^ilu'lLiirL'. 


M(iryld}id. 


George  Washingtox,  prcfidcnt,  and  dc] 

of  Virginia. 

Dcpiiticf  of 

•     •         • 

Ncii)  HampJIure.       John  Langdon. 

Nicolas  Oilman. 

Nathaniel  Gorham. 

Rufen  King. 

William  Samuel  Johrx ' 

Roger  Sherman. 

Alexander  Hamilton. 

William  Livingfton. 

Da^  id  Brearly. 

William  Paterfon. 

Jonathan  Dayton. 

Benjamin  Franklin. 

Thomas  Miflin. 

Robert  Morris. 

George  Elymer. 

Thomas  Fitz-Simons. 

Jarcd  Ingerfoil. 

James  Wilfon. 

Governor  Morris. 

George  Reed. 

Gunning  Bedford,  jun. 

Richard  Baffct. 

Jacob  Brown. 

James  Mac-Henry. 

Daniel  St.  Thomas  Jonii 

Daniel  CarolL 

■     Vhrgh 
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John  Blair. 

James  Maddifbn,  jun. 
iroltna.        William  Blount. 

Richard  Dobbpaight. 

Hugh  Williamfon. 
roUna.        John  Rutledgc. 

Cha.  Cotefworth  Pinckney. 

Charles  Pinckney. 

Peter  Buttler, 

William  Feer, 

Abraham  Baldwin, 

sftcd  William  Jackson,  Secretary. 


PARTIES    AT  THE  TIME  OF  PROPOS-* 
E  NEW  CONSTITUTION  TO  THE  CON- 

N  AT  PHILADELPHIA. DEBATES  IN 

NVENTION. 

nftitution  did  not  pafe  without  warm 
but  as  the  ftruggle  was  occaiioned  as 
;he  vicw^s  and  paffions  of  the  different 
.t  agitated  America,  as  by  the  advan- 
:fe6ls  of  the  conflitution  itfelf,  I  think 
;fore  I  fpeak  of  thefe  debates,  to  fay  a 
le  flate  of  parties  at  that  period. 
;h  there  was  a  perfc<5l  accord  among 

T  2  the 
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tlic  friends  of  the  revolution  during  the  iWf 
many  of  the  Americans,  and  efpecially  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns,  were  not  of  that  num- 
ber. Many  who  oppofed  the  ftamp-adl,  esprciTcJ 
lefs  repugnance  to  the  tea-atfl.  There  were  manj 
even  of  thofe  who  concurred  in  the  oppofitina  tu 
that  laft  a&.,  who  ^vholly  dlfapprovcd  of  the  iTi«- 
fares  of  defence  for  which  America  prepared  on 
the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  England.  FinaUj. 
there  were  opponents,  both  in  and  out  of  eiiB" 
grefs,  to  the  declaration  of  independence,  thil 
great  and  deci{i\c  meafure,  which  alone  formrJ 
(he  fafcty  of  the  United  States,  by  placinj;  tlicm 
in  the  nccefTity  of  conquering,  or  giving  up  c*erj 
thing  for  which  they  contended.  Many  of  ^^ 
opponents  of  independence  threw  themfelvcs,  one 
after  another,  into  tlic  arms  of  tlic  Tories,  ffi'"' 
under  the  influence  of  England,  were  cxeitinS 
all  their  powers  to  defeat  the  revolution.  Otbcfi- 
although  they  could  not  oppofc  the  will  of  the 
majority  of  the  countrv,  gave  it  a  very  lukewar"™ 
fupport ;  and  thcfe  latter,  who  called  themfd^ 
the  moderate  partv,  were  \icwed  with  equal  ^*' 
fatlsfadion  and  millruft  by  each  of  the  other  tVfl)- 
When  the  revolution  was  cffeftcd,  its  partJ* 
fans,  without  difficulty,  were  reconciled  toti* 
moderate  party,  whom  the  fucccfs  of  the  nrrciu- 
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I  had  already  brought  over  to  them ;  and  the 
ries  werQ  for  fome  years  the  oi^ly  objefts  of 

hatred  of  the  reconciled  parties. 
Juccci^  begets  clemency  in  a  liation^  as  well  as 
3ng  individuals,  and  copfcqiicntly  a  difdain 
he  oppolition  of  their  enemies,  which  indeed 
fecond  and  not  a  mean  triumph  to  the  coi}- 
rors.     The  Tories  were  in  time  viewed  with 

diflikp.  In  fome  inllances  their  confifcated 
tcs  were  reftored  to  them ;  in  others,  they 
c  permitted  to  enter  on  their xrllates,  on  repay- 
tbe  purchafe-moncy  to  the  prcfent  poflc{Ior3^ 
ch  in  general  was  fmall:  thofc  who  were 
iflied  were  liifFcred  to  rpturn  tp  their  country, 

all  thcfc  took  the  oath  to  maintain  indc- 
dence ;  and  thencctbrth  the  diflentions  of  the 
)lution  feemcd  to  be  for  ever  healed, 
i'he  converfion,  however,  of  many  of  thcfe, 

far  from  beitig  fincere ;  and,  if  among  ^he 
verts  fome  have  fteadily  jmaintaineid  the  in- 
cndence  of  the  United  States,  they  certainly 
:c  not  the  majority.  :      y*. 

Peace  was  no  fooner  concluded,  than  the 
ttcd  States  fell  injto  the  greateft  diftrefs.  .  The 
t8  due  frqni  the  merchants  to  Englandi  the 
mcnt  of  which  had  been  prohibited  by  the 
grefs  during  the  war,  were  np^w  irflpatiently 
laiidpd.     The  Amcricai^  rnerghants  \yerc  al- 

T3  moft 
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molt  univcrfally  fued,  and  the  remnant  of  t 
cffcds  fcizcd,  by  the  agents  of  Engliih  hou 
To  relieve  their  diftrefs,  they  proceeded  aga 
the  retailers,  who  had  been  unable  to  pay  tl: 
during  the  war,   and  who,  at  this  time,  hai 
little  power  of  fatisfying  their  demands.     1 
greater  part  of  the  merchants  were  ruined ;  z 
being  compelled  to  abandon  their  commer 
concerns,  they  gave  place  to  new  adventur 
v/ho  were  chiefly  Englifh,  and  moft  of  th 
agents  of  the  Englifti  creditors.     So  widely 
this  ruin  extend,  that  at  this  day  there  arc 
among  the  American  merchants  one  in  fifty  v 
was  engaged  in  commerce,  even  fb  lately  as 
year  3  783. 

The  feveral  ftatcs  had  themfelvcs  contrad 
debts  for  the  war.  Some  of  thefe,  willing  to  fi 
their  debts,  impofed  taxes  for  the  purpofe,  wh 
wxre  fo  far  beyond  the  means  of  the  inhabits 
that  they  could  not  be  levied  without  extrc 
rigour:  merchandife,  cattle, — in  fine,  all  kii 
of  etfcdls,  were  almoft  univcrfally  feized,  wl 
very  fmall  and  inefFedhial  levies  were  obtain 
The  extremities  to  which  government  procee( 
in  thefe  cafes,  occafioned  general  diicontes 
and  were  the  caufe  of  infurrccftions  in  Maflad 
fetts.  New  Hampfhirc,  and  Rhode-Illand. 

The  paper  money,  both  of  the  Unton  and  1 

fevc 
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Several  flates,  was  depreciated  to  the  loweft  point, 
tod  inundated  America,  The  embaraflnients  of 
commerce,  and  in  ibme  cafes  its  utter  ruin,  the 
izatural  confequcnce  of  this  ftatc  of  things ;  the 
iaability  of  the  laws  to  enforce  the  t^xes  of  the 
difFcrent  ilates,  and  even  thofc  of  the  congrcfs ; 
a  fpirit  of  jealoufy  and  rivalry  among  the  fcvcral 
ftates;  the  incoherency  of  their  fcveral  commer- 
cislI  regulations,  and  its  deplorable  confequenccs  ; 
tlx^  uiadequacy  of  the  congrcfs  to  produce  una- 
nirxiity,  or  to  apply  any  remedy  to  thefe  com- 
plicated evils — produced  fomcthing  little  fliort  of 
aiiarchy  in  the  United  States.  The  partisans  of 
t^^e  mother  country,  and  that  country  itfelf,  novv 
n^  adc  themfelves  certain  that  this  new  born  nation 
coxUd  not  exift  without  England,  and  would  foon 
l^^   compelled  to  return  to  its  former  condition. 

T*h?  difcontcnt  was  univcrfal.  The  friends  of 
frctcdom  were  alarmed.  They  faw  at  once^j  that 
*^^  drawing  clofer  the  tics  of  the  Union,  and  the 
^^tcnfton  of  the  powers  of  the  federal  govcrn- 
'^cnt,  were  the  only  things  that  could  prefer ve 
**^c  independence  of  the  United  States. 

Such  were  the  dangers  which  gave  riic  to  the 
^* invention  of  Annapolis.  No  more  than  five 
*^^tcs  feat  delegates  to  this  aflcmbly ;  and  thclc 
'^^d  powers  only  to  frame  a  general  iyftem  for  the 
*^xnmerce  of  the  Union,  which^  by  advancing 

T  4  the 
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undeiilanding  among  dub  ih«^'''filli9i'"^ 
delegates,  perceiimig;  how  jw  tb^  Ml  AUMT-tf 
general  repreientatioaof  theVillctt»'lilfid  iftm-l 
adequacy  of  their  own  powdft'te  <^^  t^^if 
portant  change,  iiffohreA  ^€ob.tm6o6i,  -iril 
drawing  up  an  ftddre&  to  aU  the  ftMbi,  ib^l^ 
thej  urged  the  heceffibr  of  each  cf  l^tin  fiuA 
deputies  to  a  new  ccmventioo,  ynftli  1^  .'fkfivi 
to  deliberate  on  the  genera^-dtuatidiKlfdietJtiil 
and  to  devife  means  tb  ^d  fi)lic^  ind  fbicit 
the  preient  conflitution,  indi^)ibiD&ble  «i  ^uik't 
tb  the  reftoration  c^  their  afl^rs.  •  "Atj^ 
eluded,  by  propofing  the  "iflaSkin^  <Sflitf'14 
Vention  in  the  following  Maff ;  'alf4  ^ejT'^l 
patched  copies  of  the  liddrefi^  to*  *  (fte  ^  tBi^ 
and  the  exechitTvebranc^esofl&e'ieVi&iitf  llfifHi 
The  invitation  of  the  deligalei  ^ AttWij^ 
was  accepted  by-eteiy^one-oftiie^fes',  btt^ 
of  Rhode-lilaii/d  i^iaAy^^  pii«ht  «f  tflilj^ 
and  memorabliB  conyeniaoki'htil^^k  ^^hSitldj^ 

in  17B;,  whence  fprtiigthiB-)^)rel&t;69lDifltitifli 
of  the  United  States.  . "  -  •  -  -  •  •' :  ''"J ' 
But  the  deligns  of  llie  difiettnt  <laees,'^i(i'H 
pudng  members  to  the  conTentioSf  alild  Iftte^ 
ntons  of  the  ddegates  ibei^(iHiea;'^«|^-%Kil 
bemg  of  one  \pvA.  EtrnHkHe-ftWridhfiiMi 
liberty  were  not'viiUbiswtts^nilliaii^^Ii^^ 


.    I-      i 
.  *     ■    J-   > ' 

.  *     f 
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of  tHc  ilates  gave  their  deputies  power  to  delibe- 
rate on  7L  new  conftitution ;  they  were  all  xvill- 
ing  to  give  efficacy  to  the  conftitution  in  exift- 
cnce,  and  to  make  a  code  of  regulations  for  the 
general  commerce ;  but  few  wifhed  to  advance 
.further.     The  enlightened  men  of  the  time  faw, 
that  a  confederation  haftily  made,  in  the  moment 
<>f  a  revolution,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  imminent 
Augers  and  imperious  wants  of  the  war,  w^is  not 
^ch  a  form  of  government  as  was  necelTary  for 
the  durable  profperity  of  the  Union.     Each  of 
them  ftrongly  felt  the  neccflity  of  a  new  confti- 
tution, but  were  far  from  being  agreed  as  to  the 
P^rts  of  which  it  was  to  be  compofed.  \ 

It  was  to  be  expefted,  that  the  En^lifh  con- 
^tution  would  find  partifans  among  the  members 
^^  Hates  that  were  fo  lately  Englifli  colonies  ;  that 
^^iftitution  was  familiar  to  them ;  they  had  long 
*^«n  conduced  by  its  principles ;  it  was  the  moft 
""^^  form  of  government  at  that  time  known,  and 
**^  been  juftly  ranked  above  all  others ;  the  vices 
^^  the  Engtiih  government  were  independent  of 
^^  conftitution ;  and  the  abufes  which  had  crept 
^^^o  the  conftitution  might  with  facility  be  fepa- 
^^ed,  in  its  adoption,  from  its  better  principles — 
^^^xy  trial  of  a  new  lyftem  was  dangeroiis  to  a 
9^^^Untry ;  the  advantages  of  the  Englifh  conftitu^ 
^u  were  pnyvcd  by  experience ;  England  had 

reached 
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reached  the  highcft  degree  of  profperitjr  xind 
aufpices — fuch  reafonings  as  thefc  were  fi 
cntly  powerful  to  account  for  the  conducSt  of 
who  propofed  to  adopt  the  Englifh  conftit 
in  the  United  States,  or  to  frame  one  approa 
it  as  near  as  poffible,  without  feeking  to  dii 
them  witli  motives  of  perlbnal  intcreft  and  a 
tion.  On  the  other  hand,  that  fchemc  coul 
fail  to  find  many  opponents,  precifcly  bccai 
w  as  of  Englifh  extraction.  A  people  who  1 
recently  bent  their  whole  force  to  throw  off 
dependence  on  the  crown  of  England, 
fcarccly  be  fuppofed  to  look  for  the  fecur 
their  liberty,  and  the  continuance  of  their 
pendence,  in  a  conftitution  from  which  the 
derived  fo  many  misfortunes.  That  conftiti 
in  whatever  manner  it  might  be  modified 
peared  to  them  to  affe<ft  the  equality  of 
exifting  among  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  fta 
which  were  ftrongly  attached  that  immenfc 
bcr  that  had  nothing  to  cxpeft  from  the  de 
tion  of  equahty.  The  public  fentiments  w 
that  time .  almoft  univerfally  republican ;  ar 
Englilh  conftitution  would  plant  feeds  of  i 
cracy,  that  it  was  feared  would  grow  up  1 
extirpation  of  thofe  of  liberty.  The  Englifl 
ftitution  might  be  fuitable  to  a.pjcople.grow 
powerful,  and  wealthy,  and  be  very  unfit 
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People  in  a  ftate  of  infant  weaknefs.  In  a  word, 
the  lervility  of  imitating  the  Englilh  conftitution, 
fcencied  to  be  a  ftep  towards  the  old  fubjugation 
*^  Bixigland ;  and  the  difpofition  of  the  United 
S'^tes  was  greatly  averfe  to  fuch  a  difgrace.  Thefc 
rcaionings  raifed  opponents  to  the  adoption  of  the 
'*^^glifh  conftitution,  even  among  thofe  who  ac- 
Kriowledged  the  necefiity  of  a  change ;  and  this, 
pi'operly  Ipeaking,  is  the  era  of  the  origin  of  par- 
ties in  the  United  States. 

Such  were  the  difpofitions  of  the  two  parties, 
^^en  the  twelve  delegates  arrived  at  Philadel- 
prx  5a-— Rhode-Ifland  not  having  fent  any  to  the 
^^*avention.  That  aflembly  foon  Iplit  into  two 
P^irties— one  deiirous  of  eftablilhing  a  form  of  go- 
^^^Tunent  as  monarchical  as  poffible ;  in  a  word, 
^^'^  a  bafis  very  different  from  that  of  the  confede- 
^'^^ion ; — ^the  other  determined  to  take  the  con- 
fc^^eration  for  their  ground- work,  clearing  it  from 
*"  ^^  vices  pointed  out  by  experience,  and  ftrength- 
^^ Vxig  it  on  the  fide  of  its  power ;  neverthelefi, 
^^  *  ^  manner  confiftent  with  the  rights  of  the  dif- 
^^**«nt  ftatcs,  and  on  principles  perfedly  republi- 


it  is  afferted,  that  fome  of  the  leaders  of  the 
party  had  formed  the  projeft  of  a  monarchy, 
<fi^  the  exad;  plan  of  that  of  England,  on  the 
tS^^nc  of  which  was  to  be  placed  the  Bilhop  of 

Ofnaburg, 
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OCnaburg,  now  Duke  of  York ;  and  that  on  thc(^^^ 
terms  the  Englifli  government  had  promJied  thc£>*^ 
ceifion  of  Canada  to  the  United  States,  and  Htc^*^ 
gift  of  fcvcral  vefTelsof  the  line  and  frigates.  Ac-  -^^ 
cording  to  this  plan  a  perpetual  ot^ofivc  and  de-  ""  * 
fenfive  treat)'  was  to  be  made  with  England.  -" 
There  is  no  appearance,  however,  that  ^cb  a  * 
projeifi  was  eyer  entertjaihed.  1-cttcrs,  in  whi^  * 
it  was  Sketched  out,  were  indeed  circulated  ^ 
through  diiferent  parts  of  the  United  States  pre-  ^ 
vious  to  the  meetirig  of  the  convention ;  fcve-  J 
ral  perfons,  whofe  veracity  I  cannot  difputc,  have  1 
afiurcd  me  that  they  have  fcen  fuch  letters;  but  -1 
in  truth  they  might  be  circulated  by  the  aruHcc 
of  the  republican  party,  to  prejudice  the  pet^lle,  ' 
by  prefenting  this  extreme  to  their  confidcratlOB,  ' 
againft  any  attempt  of  their  opponents  to  delbo^  j 
the  ground-work  of  the  federal  government.  I 

Whatever  were  the  cafe,  early  in  the  {itcings  | 
of  the  convention  a  plan  was  preftnted,  wUicb 
propofcd  the  etlablilhmcnt  of  a  prefidcnt  for  Ui);, 
and  fcnators  for  life,  and  expreifcd  a  defirc  to 
make  both  one  and  the  other  of  thefc  funiSiom 
heredi_tary,  and  to  fubjcdl  the  laws  of  the  rc- 
fpeftivc  ftates  to  the  revlfion  of  the  general  go- 
vernment. But  this  plan  met  with  no  fupp{^^ 
and  a  committee  was  8p"^i"'■»■*  ■"-**"  i" 
:bafis  on  which  tbeipri^M 
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Ifhc  republican  principle  prevailed  among  the 

gK-«ater  number  of  the  deputies,  and  was  even 

pK^^^alent  throughout  the  whole  flates  ;  but  the 

d^Xcgates  of  the  more  powerful  ftatcs  were  dcfir- 

oiJis  of  giving  thofe  ftatcs  more  influence  in  the 

gc^^crnment  they   were  framing    than    to    the 

w-^aker;  and  a  party  more  enlightened  and  more 

J^iXi  in  their  views,  were  equally  determined  to 

pr-^cxvc  the  equality  which  all  the  ftates  had  in 

^H.^  original  confederation.-    The  former  of  thefe 

^^^^o  parties,  in  moft  difputes,  ranged  themfclves 

^^^    the  iide  of  the  committee  that  framed  the 

^^oxifHtution,  from  whom  they  hoped  to  gain  bet- 

^^x"  terms  than  from  the  purely  republican  party- 

*  i^e  inequality   in  the   general  reprefentatioOt 

^*^vxnded  on  the  bafis  of  the   population  of  the 

^tcs,  was  one  of  the  advantages  tliey  gained  by 

^^ir  policy;  but  it  was  not  even  without  long 

^cl  violent  debates. — Another  was,   the  right 

P^'^cm  to  Virginia,  and  the  fouthem  ftates,  to 

^^^^Jion  in  the  population  which  formed  the  ratio 

<^f  c3clegates  of  each  ftate,  three-fifths  of  the  flave$ 

conceiiion  that  exhibited  a  deplorable  depar-- 

from  the  principles  of  a  free  people  ;  jt  was 

*  ^K>nccffion  that  gave  to  fome  ftatcs  a  degree  of 

P^^^^?tr  and  influence  over  the  others,  in  propor*^ 

tJf^Xk  as  tfic  former  violated,  by  the  maintenance 

of  Havery  in  their  own  ftatcs,  the  very  principles 

.    .  /  of 
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of  the  Union;  it  wu  adpnceffion  Jtfifcidt<eiii3Btt: 
raged  and  eocrealed  tbe  ^owth  o£fltoei|v  ^^ 
natural  operation  of  the  poUtieftI'.iaaacflsdf';dM 
ftates  where  that  injufike  ftill  exiAi;  and  ml 
word,  a  conc^Son  which  was  wh<Hty.abfiu:d>  be 
caufe  it  gives  the  jninleges  of  freemen,  in  dk 
elet^n  of  the  general  goTcmment^j.ito  ;penH 
who  are  regarded  bj  the  lawB  of  thciflatciifl 
which  they  rcfidtp  as  part  of  the  fiock  of  the  inc 
and  are  ibid  with  other  fiock  by  its  propricton- 

The  delegates  of  the  great  ftatcs  did  not,  Ikri" 
ever,  obtain  all  they  demanded.  The  powea  c 
the  feveral  ftatea  were  not  leflziffced.in  .^tbe  dc 
gree  they  ddired  1  the  txtit  of  national  m^tOi^ 
which  they  propo&d  to  be  given  to.tiie  new  'fyxm 
of  government,  was  rgedxd,  aadtbatof  jQdkna 
con/iitution  adc^ted';  -the  inequality  of  the  r^tB 
fentation  in  the  faouft  of  reprdentatim  'vaa^dg 
gained  by  them,  till  tbey  had  agreed' to  tiie««^iv 
lity  of  reprdentation in  the  Jenate. — Thnrtrirhiip 
modation  in.this  artide  betWeentfae two  i 
was  effefled  by  JSenjaroin'  Kankiia.': 

The  deputia  of  the  great  CcStieg  ^npabAjAm 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  lliould  be  chofen  Ic 
three  years,  and  ^t  of  the  fenate  for  feven ;  an 
by  the  conflitutxm  the  former  was  reftridcd  t 
two  years,  and  the;  fatter  to  fix.  They  propofe^ 
that  the  prefideot  Ihotdd  be  elected  by  the  coil 
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s,  and  that  the  term  of  his  continuing  in 
ce  fliould  be  fcvcn  years ;  the  conftitution 
€  the  power  of  chufing  the  prcfident  to  the 
r  <^rs  of  the  feveral  ftates,  and  rcftri<9:ed  the 
"jn  of  his  remaining  in  office  to  four  years. 
^^lany,  however,  of  the  deputies  of  the  pow- 
I  ftates,  when  the  particular  intercfts  of  their 
ftitucnts  were  no  longer  concerned,  voted 
h  the  party  purely  republican,  which  indeed 
confiftcnt  with  their  general  principles, 
n  this  convention  the  votes  were  given  by 
"^^- tcs ;  and  when  the  delegates  of  a  ftate  differed 
^'^  opinion,  the  majority  was  reckoned  the  vote 
^^  the  ftate. 

Some  members  of  the  republican  party,  which 

'^^^s   then  called  the  federalifts,  difgufted  with 

^^ir  want  of  fuccefs,  and  convinced  that  their 

m. 

^Ppoiition  would  not  prevent  the  preponderance 
^*  the  adverfe  part}' ;  believing  alfo  that  the  con- 
^tvition  would  not  receive  the  fanAion  of  the 
^^tes,  when  it  fhould  be  prefcnted  for  their  ac- 
^^ptance,  withdrew  from  the  convention — many 
^^"^n  a  fliort  time  after  the  commencement  of  its 
^^tings.  It  is  affirmed,  that  feveral  new  articles 
^^^i^c  introduced  into  the  conftitution  during  the 
^ft  twelve  days  of  the  fitting  of  the  convention, 
^*^cn  almoft  the  whole  of  the  republican  party, 
^*^ing  it  finilhed,  had  retired ;  and  that  even 

other 
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otlicr  articles,  which  had  already  pafled,  were  a^ 
the  llimc  time  inoditied.  The  obfcurity  of  fom 
ot  the  articles  has  tiWcn  rife  to  an  opinion,  tha 
tlic  IntcnLion  of  their  a^tiiors  was  to  acquire  th 
power  by  this  means  of  giving  their  own  direc 
tion  to  the  coiiftitution,  without  an  open  efta 
blifhmeiit  of  their  principles.  It  is  to  be  notice 
that  the  futiiiixs  of  the  convention  were  neve-==^^^ 
pifolic ;  and  to  keep  its  debates  fecret,  in  one  0^^==^* 
its  firft  llttin^;s,  a  refolution  pafled,  that  no  mem- 
ber  fliould  hold  any  correfpondence  with  perfbn 
out  of  doors,  on  the  objedls  of  their  diicuflion 
nor  flioukl  take  notes  of  the  debates,  nor  copie^^^^ 
of  their  rert)h:tions.  This  precaution  was  attri-  -K-^i' 
buted  to  the  fear  of  the  ruling  party,  that  it:^:*  ^^ 
views  woviid  be  oppofed  by  the  majority  of  th^  -^^^ 
flates. 

To  this  day  the  journals  of  the  conventior^^^  ^^ 
have  not  been  publiflicd ;  and  it  is  only  to  th 
notes  of  fomc  of  its  members,  in  defpitc  of  i 
refolutions,  that  we  arc  indebted  for  the  accounts  -•' 
wx  have  of  the  debates  of  that  aflembly. 

I   cannot  finilh  this  article  without  gratif}4n 
myfelf  with  the  plcafurc  of  giving  my  reader  th 
truly  difinterefted  and  patriotic  fpeech  of  Ben 
jamin  Franklin,  in  the  debates  on  the  queftion 
of  the  adoption  of  this  conflitution  by  the  con- 
vcntion* 

•^  Sir 
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<  Sir,  _  :v:  -     '         '        : 

am  veiy  ready  to  acknovifledge  that  ,l:)d0 
t  this  moment,  entirely  approve  of  the  CQsi^ 
on  now  offered  to  ^us ;  jbut '  I  am  not  th( 
ady  to  own  that  I  do  fto|.feel  niyfclf  iufctjf 
mtinuing  in  niy  preient  f^t}|9fenta)  ia  the 
arecr  I  have  already  run,  I  have  more  than 
3een  compelled,  by  fubfcquent  refledioQ^ 
mdon  opinions  I  had  openly  mdintaiaed» 
hich  I  thought/well  founded  £rom  the  deep 
leration  I  had  given  them.  As  I  grow.olde?, 
more  and  more  dlfpofed  to  qvelliori  my 
judgment,  and  to  pay  refpe<ft  to  that .  of 
;.  There  arc  fome  men,  as  well  as  fome 
)us  fe(5b,  who  imagine,  that  reaibn  is  ent 
on  their  idde,  and  that  their  opponents 
e  deeper  into  error,  in  proportion  as  they 
t  from  their  opinions.  Struck  with  thefc 
Dies,  which  arc  but  too  common,  I  accept 
5  conflitution,  with,  all  its'iaults,  even  liip-f 
\  I  am  not  miftaken  in  my  opinion  of  its 
; .  for  I  am  perfuaded  that  a  general  goven- 
is  neceflaify  to  our  fafety,.*md.that  no  form 
vernmcnt  that  is  wx:ll  adminiftered  is  inca>- 
of  producing  the  happioefs  of  the  people ; 
think  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  this 
tution  will  be  well  adminiftcrcd  for  a  numr 
'years,  and  that  it  will -not  end«  as  too 
L.  IV.  U  many 
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.many  other  governments  have  done,  in  ^cfpo- 
tiAn,  unlcfs  the  American  pcnpJc  (hall  reach  ^^ 
degree  of"  corruption  in  which  at  once,  incapa* 
ble  of  being  -diretflcd  by  a  free  coiiftitution,  aw 
unworthy  of  its  bicfllngs,  dcfpotifm  becomes  «• 
ceflaiy  to  their  exiiience.  1  therefore  give  mj 
vote  for  this  conftitutJon,  both  becaulc  in  tl« 
prefent  circumftanccE  of  this  nation  I  cannot 
hope  to  fee  one  more  pcrfcd,  and  bccaufc  I  am 
not  Jure  this  is  not  as  perfcft  as  any  it  can  have 
I  make  a  facrifice  of  the  opinions  I  have  «' 
prefled  of  its  defefts  to  the  public  happinefi.  1 
have  never  uttered  my  obie<ftions  out  of  thil 
houfe ;  here  they  had  their  birth,  and  here  I  vvifll 
•them  for  ever  to  be  buried.  If  every  one  of  W 
who  haveoppofed  the  conftitution.  when  vfCff" 
turn  to  our  conftituents,  were  to  unfold  the  mo- 
tives of  our  oppofition,  and  endeavour  to  giJ" 
partizans  to  our  fide,  perhaps  we  might  pro"Cit 
the  unanimous  adoption  of  the  conftitution ;  but 
by  this  we  ihould  only  lofc  the  advantage  whicli 
the  appearance  of  unanimity  will  give  us  i*i^ 
foreign  nations,  and  indeed  with  our  own  people- 
The  genera!  good  opinion  of  a  nation,  refpcd- 
ing  its  government,  is  as  neceflary  as  the  wifdom 
and  integri^  of  its  adminiftration  to  tlic  happi- 
nefs  of  its  people.  I  truft,  therefore,  both  fot 
our  own..fe£ety,  as  members  of  the  community, 
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for  the  fake  of  our  poftentf  i  •  that  wc  fliall' 
f  one  mind  in  recommending  tnis  conftitu^ 
wherever  our  influence  reaches^  and  that 
wards  our  whole  thoughts  will  be  bent  tc^ 
lappy  adminiftration.  I  cannot  -forbear  ta 
1  the  wi(h  that  fuch  of  us  as^  ftill  cntWtaiiT 
iions  to  this  conflitution  will  follow  tny  ex-^ 
le,  and  doubt  a  little  of  their  infallibility, 
dgn  this  conftitutional  a6t;  that  no  queftV>n* 
be  left  of  our  unanimity." 

r&nklin  had  not  only  fofteitd  principles  the' 
:  purely  democratic,  but  hatd  always  openly- 
ircd  for  them.  A  finglc  hoofe  of  Icgiila*'' 
,  and  the  executive  part  of  the  government 
;mely  limited  in  its  power  with  frequent 
ions  of  the  perfons  exercifing  its  fVuidlions/ 
led,  in  his  opinion,  the  only  defirable  confti- 
>n.  The  facrificc  he  made  of  the  opinion  of 
vhole  life  on  the  altar  of  his  country,  oh  this 
t  occafion,  certainly  defc^ves  our  moft  .  pto- 
jd  admiration ;  and  his  example  is  an  inefti- 
le  leflbn  to  the  prefcnt  times.  Who  will 
w  himfclf  that  there  is  no  miftake  in  the 
:  rooted  of  his  opinions  ?  Who  will  not  hefi- 
to  conclude,  that  even  the  experience  'of  paft 
b  infallible  to  prove  the  fitnefs  of  any  of  the 
^ms  of  government  for  the  prefent  .age  ? 

U2  wm 
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Will  not  the  prcfent  times,  in  like  manner,  br  — 
long  to  the  experience  of  poftcrity  ?     AiA  thc::^ 
immenle  changes  that  have  been  wrought  in  fa— ^ 
cicty  by  the  acknowledged  vices  of  governments.^ 
a  change  in  manners,  the  deteftion  of  long  pre— 
vailing  errors,  the  recent  dilcovcry  of  a  variety  ot 
truths,  and  the  extenfion  of  knowledge  in  almoft 
all  its  dircilions,  do  thefe  make  the  prcfent  time 
fo  perfedly  fimilar  to  the  paft,  that  a  rcafonablc 
man  cannot  hefitate  to  fay>  that  every  propofition 
relative  to  forms  of  govern mcnt  that  was  once 
true,  continues  ftill  to  be  fo  ?     Is  it  not  fafer  to 
fay  M'ith  Franklin,  that  there  is  no  conftitutions 
which,    adminiftcred   by    the    government  and 
obeyed  by  the   people  with  mutual  attachment 
to  the  public  welfare,  is  not  capable  of  fecuring 
to  the  people  the  only  true  objecl  of  government. 
And  1;  It  not  true,  that  attachment  to  the  public 
welfare  is  at  once  the  duty  of  every  citizen,  a^d 
his  owa  individual  intereft? — Oh   my  country* 
may  }(ja  learn  this  indubitable  truth,   in  wbi^*^ 
alone  will  you  find  your  fafety  and  happinefs! 

J3KBATES  IN  THK  COWEXTIO.VS  OF  THE  SJSTBBA^ 
STATES,  ON  IHK  QUESTION  OF  THB  ADOPTION  0? 
THE  CONSTITUTION.  ... 

The  reference  of  the  confidtution  to  the  firv^ 
Itates,  for  their  adoption  or  rejeAion,  oet^afioncd 

ftill 
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Greater  debates  than  thofe  of  the  conVefttioft 
nladclphia.  Thfc  {bvef al  ftatcs  formed  the 
nal  of  appeal  on  that  great  queftion.  A 
rity  of  nine  ftates  were  to  decide  it  irrovoc- 
Each  of  the  parties  now  dirc<3:cd  all  theit 
ts  to  this  point.  Pamphlets  poured  fr6rti  the 
;  the  papers  were  filled  with  difcttflSdti; 
blic  liberty  is  in  danger  if  the  conftitution  is 
>ted" — fuch  was  the  lattguage  of  the  6pp^ 
i  papers ;  while  the  pstpeW  oh  the  otliet  (Id* 
ired,  that  **  th^  independence  of  the  tJftited 
:s  could  be  fecured  only  by  its  acceptance.- 
two  opinions  were  relpeftively  fupparted  not 
by  argument^  but  idfo  by  the  exaggeration; 
Dther  artifices  of  party- 
ic  greater  number  of  the  ftates  went  into  an 
iis  of  the  conftitntion^  in  ite  proviiions^  iU 
I,  and  its  confequcnces ;  but  none  of  thetti 
c  fame  degree  as  Pennfylvania,  New  York; 
achufetts,  and  Virginia.  The  arguments  of 
)ppofition  in  the  fcveral  ftates  were  much 
fame.  The  following  were  their  principal 
3ions: 

L  That  the  convention  was  aifembled  only 
rrile  and  corre6t  the  articles  of  the  original 
Bderation,  and  not  to  frame  A  AeW  conftitu^ 

^       .  .  .  .- 

L  That  the  ecnvention^  Hod  it  beitt  tutho^ 

U  3  rizcd 


\riuj  aionc  were  to 

ftitution  under  vvli. 

■the  other,  to  the  rij 

being  independent 

united  in  a  politic 

fcut  .their  own. 

-^    3d.  That  the  coi 

preceded  by  a  dcci 

of  the  feverai  rtate, 

ftopd,   nojonger  fa 

conftitutionsi  inafm 

would;  in  future  b 

union,  and  controul 

Jatures. 

■:.  4th.. That  the  p, 
l»'be;^equiik'y.  it 
bccaufe  the  conftitu 
the  number  of  repre: 
bac  for  eyery  thirty  ■■ 
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ICC  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  rfie  congrcfs 
would  not  hereafter  permit  the  number  of 
embers  to  be  increafed,  according  to  the. 
iity  of  the  occafion ;  and  that,  confequently, 
ions  of  the  higheft  importance  might  be  dc-. 
by  eighteen  voices,  as  thirty-four  members 
It  were  declared  to  be  Sufficient  to  pafs  any 

K  That  the  houfc  of  reprefcntativies,  beings 
nly  one  in  which  the  people  were  repre- 
i,  ought  to  have  the  exclufive  diipoM  of 
iblic  purfe ;  and  that  the  power  given  to 
saate  of  making  amendments  in  money 
was  contrary  to  the  interefts  and  iafety  of 
!ople— and  alfo  that  other  power,  of  fixing 
laries  of  officers,  which  were  to  be  nomi- 
by  them,  in  c.onjun<Stio»  with  the  prefi* 

.  That  no  executive  council  being  given  to 
efidcnt,  as  had  been  propofed,  to  confift  of 
icmbers  from  thjc  northern,  two  from  the 
im,  and  two  from  the  midland  (lates,  the 
[uence  would  be,  to  aflbciate  the  ienate  to 
ccutiv:e  power  in  many  of  its  funiftions ; 
Ais  the  feparatioQ  of  powers  Ac](:nowledged 
n  eflcntial  conditiQU  to  every  good  govern- 
.was  departed  from— r-that  the  ienate,  be«^ 
g  neceifarily  connei6led  with  the  preiideDt^ 

IJ4  '  by 
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by  its  condoitedt  nominatibn  to  placatt,  /wcful* 
f>e  the  more  ready  to  j6tti  m  impitsper  appoint 
mcnts,  becauie  its  mcmben,  being  ^gkic^Sm 
any  appointment,  their  ccHnplacence  to  dte  pe 
fident  might  be  the  prioe  of  their  6wn  advaiicc 
ment^  and  the  public  Itber^  therefaj^i  ticids&geie 
-H^hat  the  interdb  of  the  UakedjStBtes  wasccve 
more  afFcdled  by  the  power  ^ven  to  the  pse£ 
dent»  to  mak^  -  tmties  with  t&c  codciuKncc  fl 
two- thirds  of  ^thc  ieziate,  and  without  the  intei 
vention; of  the  houfe  of  repfefthtativei;.i  .  .^  ^... 
74!h.  That  the  jurifdi^obr  given  to;th€  feder 
courts  would-be  vexAtiom^to-the  iiidmdnkds'a 
the  feveral  ftates^  whtf  would  4)Qr  itiecfiaQtiyr.tdbe 
^oiA  their  hem^  to  appear  to  ftlitB  tttftltntcd's 
thiofe  courts*/  of  which-  thfe  tribdnlid^ '4}f  tiift  ibv 
ral  flates  were  the  natural  judge^r^^that  ^katkj^ 
lifdidions  would  draw  to  themfelves  all  theuji 
faird  of  the  tribunals  of  the  fewMdiftgtta  litfa 
the  want  of  procifion'  in  the  j«idgnlen^.;^o£'tl 
federal  tribunaki,  would  bo  a  fertile'  fimfOflP 
ilew  fuits, and a^dl^d newoppoftuftitkaofwl^ 
ing  their  juriirdi<ftion — andy  fihally^  tbattbrpcilP 
given  to  thele-tiibunak  to^'^tOiKWlioa-jlHiB^ 
siccording  t9  th^Jpiritlas  vtttt  M^  kCCeffiOK  fl 
cohftitution;  /Ulte&itced'  thb '  ecMlttliit^  MtMi 
their  dilcrtkid)!,  ^'anthofifiilgi  fttiMl  «y«gi|il 
it  aecpr^gf^  mi  imn  caj»kCi«^^ '  --  >o  ^  mw; 
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Stii.  That  the  prerogative  given  to  the  prcfi- 
den^t:  to  pardon  criminals  fentenced  for  high  trea- 
fi>xi^    endangered  the  public  liberty,  by  enabling 
bim.  taicreen  thofe  vrhom  he  himielf  had  em^ 
ployed  tD  confpire  againft  it. 
.    Oldi*  That  the  power  given  the  congrefe  to 
name  the  times  and  places  in  which  ele^lions  foe 
its  members  were  to  be  held  in  the  different  {bates, 
at  once  attacked  the  fovereignty  of  the  leveral 
ftates,  and  expofcd  the  eledors  to  journics  that 
niight  draw  them   to  a  greater  diftance   from 
home,  and  for  a  longer  time,  than  was  abfolutely 
ncceflkry  tb  the:  difcharge  of  the  duty  of  choofmg 
members  of  the  legillature- 

loth*  Thdt  thclpower  given  to  the  cdngrefs 
*o  impofr  all  kinds  of  taxes,  to  apportion  them 
amoiig:  •indiriiduabi  and  to  caufe  them^  to  be  le- 
^'^d,  wasTCxatiou^T*-that  it  might  take  from  tho 
fc^tttal  ftates  the  rcfowrces  neccifary  to  their  par- 
**^?ular  cxpcnces — and  that,  increafmg  the  expence 
^  the  coUeftion,  it  augmented  the  contribution 

of  md2viduals:.without  advantage  to  the  ftate ;  an 

• 

xnconvcniencc  that  would  eafily  be  avoided,  if  the 

^^greis^*  ffttisfied  with  naming  the  ium  to  be 

^ed  by  CKh  ftate;  fliould  leave  to  its  legifiature 

tfe  care:  of  its  collection,   refenring   only   the 

pms.of;  kvytn^  the  taxes  on  a  refuial  df  any 

ftite 
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ftatc  to  pay'themr  or  in  die  cafe  of  n^ 
collecling  them,    •  . 

1 1  th.  That  a  fimple  mi^onty  of  yptqc».m  di 

congrefs  being  iufiicient  fbrleill  faiwtnliti«tift 

navigation  and  comnierce,  the  fimdmn  flita 

having  a  (urplus  of  produce  of  a  vahlahlc  luivc 

Imt  being  without  ihipping  fijr  itr  eipDttattoc 

would  be  fubjed  to  the  moac^ly  of  the  hortbec 

ftates,  who  had  not  an  equal  quaatitjriof  iniphi 

of  produce,  and  abounded  iii  (hipping';  ^anjerf 

that  would  be  retnedied,  l^  requimgYini^fnit: 

of  two-thirds  of  Voices  for  hna  of  that  natime. 

.   (It  will  be  readily  enough  pndcrftpo<fc  l^t thi 

objection  was  made  only  by  the  toiaAkianAKtmiJI^ 

12th.    That^  the  trial  of  mpiaOm^sb^ 

committed  folcly  to  the  fcnatis,  ipop^cftcd-in iit, 

tcreft  with  the  executive  power  fay  de^ooBttte 

tion  itfclf,  would  neither  iecuve  tbcvcfQidnl^ 

the  innooent,  xior  the  condeaittatibn  e£tht  gi^lgF 

1 3  th.  That  the  prerogative  ^vea  tiie, 
to  confer  appointments  in  his^poworoA- 
of  the  two  houies  of  IrfHilntnrr  irni^i'hfiriiniiil 
corruption^  and  an  enemy  to  freedom  t^H 

14th.  That  the  fundion  of 
pablc  of  being  indefinitetycosbnited  m 
hands^  might  give  an- ambitious  aliUpqlilienniJb 
an  influence,  dangerous  to  the^fon^jri^  tisimMA^ 


^ 
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&ia]8;  and  cvcir  the  conftitution  itfelf,  whidi 
through'  that  jdefeft  might  ccafc  to  become  re- 
publican. 

1 5th.  That  the  public  liberty  was  endangered 
by  the  power  given  to  congrcfs.  to  maintain  a 
ftanding  army  in  times  of  peace. 

1  Oth.  That  the  public  liberty  was  endangered 
^1^#  and  the  rights  of  individuals  infringed,  by 
the  ^vant  of  juries  in  civil  matters  before  the  tc- 
^ral  tribunals. 

1  7th.  That  the  invariable  and  indifpenfable 
u(e  of  juries  in  criminal  matters,  was  not  declared 
^'^th  fufficicnt  prcciflon. 

1 8th.  Finally^  tliat  nothing  in  the  conftitution 
g^^xranteed  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  nor  liberty 
^^  confcience — and  that  no  aflurance  was  left  to 
the  feveral  ftates,  that  the  congrefs  would  not 
^cccffively  affume  the  feveral  powers  of  which 
the  conftitution  did  not  at  prcfent  demand  the 
'^^Jifice,  and  which  were  at  once  their  right  as 
^^^cpendent  ftates,.  and  the  only  fafeguard  of 
^^ir  independence. 

^4zny  of  thcfe  objcAions  were  by  no  means 
^^^-Qblc;  and  the  apprehenfions  they  expreffed 
^^re  exaggcrgited,  .as  has  been  fufficiently  fliewn 
^y  the  event.  But  if  fome  of  thefe  are  to  be  af- 
^^bed  to  a  fpirit  of  party,  and  to  the  dcfirc  of  the 
^Veral  ftates  to  mgke  as  little  facrificc  as  poflSblc 

of 
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of  their  cmm  aothoritjr  and  potrew 
soverament,  it  is  not  die^kitititti;*  tlia^lM 
greater  part  of  the  oppofitioti  to  the  new  Oddi 
tiition  had  its  founrem  tfe  iffrilritfilii^ 
at  that  time  animatod  theccitnoog  d£'4taq  fftUtfl 
States,  the  ilruggle  for^die  Mqtufiejpnr'of  UfMM 
being  then  rec^mfX  and  lathat'ftar^WiLnfiiEJtiAc 
and  monarchy,  ta  which  1  it /v^:  tb0lig^>  tbe 
was  a  tendency  in  the  neiir  cotdStaifSaa^w  tb 
republican  temper  which  was  then  oommbn  1to:fl 
the  United  States — and,  finally,  lit  tbofirang  tlL 
tnift,  w}iich  was  the  natund  co\ 
circumftances. 

It  is  indeed  certdn  diae  a  T6r^^|{ia&i|n^ 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Ststoii  ifcectt^rar: 
to  the  adoption  of  the  c6nftituldottT>aatf  ^dftt'^ 
had  not  a  majority  in  the  fevcral  coaitotiattik  J— 
from  a  general  coavidion  among  JibiO(i|Mattil»fl 
the  inefficacy  of  the  articles,  of  confeikttiOaili>i— 
the  neccffity  of  g^vitig'  gvMter  pcm^er  ta'dn^fe 
deral  g^vemmeht ;  and  from  tJie'liaur  tibst^ht/liM 
prolonging  the  anarchy  in  whic^^theciMmtigr^ilp 
at  that  time  plunged,  and  of  tenderiti^thitfittr 
ehy  more  incorrigible  by  dve  dday  Uut  latfbl^ 
occafioned  by  the  convoking  a.  ngW'jrfBwA^pa 
frame  another  ccmftitudon.  -^--^  'O  -wi^v 

It  is  faid  that  theft  ptftrarftd^^ilivftM  M 
ftrengthened,  iii'  txMnyaS^t^ 

coiiiititiitio|i| 
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fSoiii^itution,  by  individual  intcrefts,  ambitious 
vioArVs,  and,  aborc  aU,  by  the  profpcft  of  lucrative 
Ipcc  Illations  in  the  public  funds  and  in  the  pur- 
cl:ia.fe  of  public  lands,  which  were  ftated  to  be 
the  inevitable  refult  of  the  new  government. 

The  jfupport  which  was  given  to  the  conftitu* 
tiort    was  not,  however,  the  fame  in  all  of  the 
conventions.     In  the  fbtes  of  Delaware,  New 
J^rley,  and  Georgia,  its  acceptance  was  unani- 
J^^vi§.     In  Conncddcut,  Maryland,  and  Pcnnfyl- 
vaai^,  a  mthonty  voted  ^inft  it ;   but  it  pafled 
without  aay  amendment.  InPennfylvania,  where 
"*^  .  pppofition .  was  the  ftr/Dngeft,  tlie  minority 
^^thdrcwv  and  entered  a  proteft,  accompanied 
^^'^tjb  the  motives  of  their  objection  to  the  con- 
stitution.    South  Carolina,  Virginia,  New  York, 
^"^d  Maflathuictts,  accepted  the  conftitution,  by 
*  viry  imall  majority,  and  joined  to  their  accept- 
•^cc   the    propofition   of   feveral   amendments, 
^hich  they  reprcfentcd  as  indifpenfable  to  the 
Public  liberty  and  fafety  ;  and  declared,  that  their 
rclblution  not  to  obftrucl  the  adion  of  the  go- 
^'^rnmcnt,  and  the  hope   that  a  new  congrefs 
^ould  yield  to  their  rcprcfcntatlons  and  demands, 
^^rc  the  only  motives  on  which  they  accepted 
"^c   conftitution.     New  York  was   on  the   eve 

1^^  reje6ling  the   confiltiition,  when  intelligence 
^^iving  that  it  was  accepted  by  nine  of  the  ftates, 
.^■^TJ^s.  and 
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and  proving  the  futility  of  fUrther  oppofition,  it 
was  accepted  by  that  rtatc.  New  Hampttiirt 
fcparated  without  coming  to  a  rcfohition ;  aad 
having  afterwards  afiemblcd,  gave  its  aUcnt,  ac- 
companied with  propofitions  for  amendments. 
North  Carohna  propofcd  amendments,  and  made 
them  the  conditions  of  its  acceptance ;  but  fome 
time  afterwards  accepted .  the  conftitution  with- 
out refervc. 

Rhodc-Ifland,  inftcad  of  calling  a  convention, 
referred  the  conftitution  to  the  alTcmblies  of  the 
towns ;  by  whom  it  was  rejeded,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Newport,  Providence,  and  fomc  others, 
who  declared  thcmfelves  incompetent  to  enter 
into  the  dlfcuffion,  and  propofcd  the  convoking 
of  a  convention  for  the  purpofe  ;  which,  being 
afterwards  called,  accepted  the  conllitution. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the  periods  when 
the  feveral  dates  accepted  the  cnnrtitution,"  and  of 
the  manner  In  which  it  palfed  in  the  ibvcral  con- 
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•  The  fevcral  amendments  propofcd  by  ibmc  of 
die  conventions,  without  being  prcdfcly  the 
bxac,  related  to  the  fame  objcds.  The  congrefs, 
in  its  firft  fittings  after  the  acceptance  of  the 
confti'.ution, 
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coniritution,  took  them  into  confideration ;  and 
f'r.»rn  their  })urport,  drew  up  twelve  new  article?, 
as  a  fiipplement  to  the  conltitution,  which,  in 
^irtue  oftiie  Ih'th  article  of  the  conftitution,  were 
iubir.itte<.l  to  the  leirlilatures  of  the  icvcral  ftatcs, 
lor  their  ratiiication,  in  the  following  terms. 

Articles  pr'h^iU  to  he  acLIeJ  t'y  the  Co?i/iituiwn,  anJ 
JhbniiiiiJ  to  t/ie  States  Jcr  Ratification, 

•*  Li  OiK^rep:,  4th  March,  1789. 

"  Tlie  conventions  of  certain  of  the  ftatcs  hav- 
i::;r,  at  the  time  of  their  adopting  the  conftitu- 
tion, expreiled  a  defire  in  order  to  prevent  mil- 
coiiltriicHiui  or  abufe  of  its  powers,  that  further 
deelaratorv  and  reftriclivc  claufcslhould  be  addedi 
una,  as  extendnip;  the  ground  of  public  confidence 
in  the  <ro\  ernment  will  belt  enfurc  the  beneficent 
ends  of  ir^  Inrtitution,  it  was 

*'  Rr/ihrJ  by  the  fenate  and  houfc  of  reprc- 

fcntatives  ol'  the  United  States  of  America,  in 

congrefs  alTeml^lcd,   two-thirds   of  both    houfcs 

concurring,  that  the  following  articles  be  propofed 

to  the  le;j;!liaturcs  of  the  ieveral  ftatcs,  as  amend- 

ments  to  the  conftitution  of  the  United  States; 

all  or  anv  of  which  articles,  when -ratified  by  three- 

fourths  of  the  faid  leglfiature?,  to  be  valid  to  aft  ■ 

intentii  and  purpofcs,  as  part  of  the  laid  cciifti- 

tution. 

"  Art' 
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^rt.  ift;     After  the  firft  enumetttion  fc- 

m 

^P**^  by  the  firft  article  of  thcconftitution,  there: 

^  be  one  reprefentative  for  every  thirty  thoui- 

*^d,  until  the  number  of  rcprcfcntatives  fliall 

^'ftouiit  to  one  hundred ;  after  which  the  pro- 

P^^ctioft  fliall '  be  ib  regulated  hj  congreis,  that 

^^^xt  (hall  be  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  reprefen-^ 

^^tiresy  nor  more  than  one  reprefentatirc  for  every 

(^t^  tboufand  p^ons>  until  the  number  q{  re-' 

ve^tativef  ihdll  amount  to  two  htmdred ;  aftdr 

^ich  the  proportion  ihall  be  fo  regulated  by 

ongrefsj  that  there  ihall  not  be  lefs  than  two 

i^ndied  rqmrfentativts,  nor  more  than  one  re* 

^veientaCiTe  for  every  fifty  thoufand  perfons* 

**  Art.  2d.  No  law  varying  the  compeniktion 
^^  the  fervices  of  the  fenaeort  and  reprefentatives 
^9ll  take  efifedC,  until  an  ekdion  of  reprefenta^ 
^^'^tts  iball  hzn  intervened. 

*^  Art.  3d.  Congress  fhall  make  no  hw  refped- 
'^  an  eftabiiihment  of  religion »  or  prohibiting' 
^Mfe  free  exercife  thereof;  or  abridging  the  free- 
^'^tti  of  fpceish  or  of  the  prefs ;  or  the  right  of 
^^ople  peaeeat4y  to  aflemble>  and  to  petition  the* 
S^v^mment  for  a  redrcfs  of  grievances. 

*'  Art.  4tik.     A  v(rcll  regulated  militia  being 
J  •^ce&ry  to  the  iccurity  of  a  free  ftatc,  the  right 
^  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  Ihall  no<l  b6 
*Wnged. 
^ot,IV,  X  "-Art. 


SUP,  .,;XKA%St.E.TRI{OOVII   .  ^~ 

-1^  ^t.  Sth.  i-NoiloWicr  l>rall,  ui  time  of  pc3<^ 
be  qnartered  in  any  .  houfc  without  the  cdnfc^ 
of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  In  aott** 
uer  to  be  prcfchbcd  by  )aw. 

"^ An.  ffth.  The  right  of.diaipeopic  tub- 
fccure  in  their  pcrfons,  houfcs,  papers,  andc* 
feds,  ajrainft  umcafonablc  fearchcs  and  fciwirca 
fliall  nut  be  1  ioiatcd  ;  .and  no  ^Varrants  ihall  iflU< 
but  upon  pxubabk  caufe,  fupportcd  by  tath  « 
affirmation,  tmd  particukrl)'  defcribing  the  p]|K3( 
to :be  fcttrchedf  hikI^  the* l>a(&p.  .c^ '  ^ngs  to.lM' 
fcizcd.--        .T       -y  :or.  ;'■  f;  r-.?:;:  -<iij         ■  't^'- 

-j"  >^'^-  7th.  .No-p«:ri«n  (hall.bcrbeld  tcanfisa" 
for  a  capital  ur  otherwifc  infunjoua  crime.  unJt^* 
on  a  prcJcntmcnt'Of  liBdiCtment  oJ'  a  grand  juO- 
except  in  cafes  iriiiugin  Hie  landor  naval  fute* 
or  in  tjic  militiHi  wh*n  "i  aitual  fcrvicc,  in  tinif 
of  \var  or  public  dangec ;  nor  iliall  be  tried  twice 
foT-tbe-fsrac  oiFenee^;  nor  ihall  be  comjielltiiiB 
ail)'  criminal  cafe  to  be  a  witness  agaiull  hini0' 
nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  with'' 
out  due  procefs  of  law  ;  nor  ftiall  pri^-Bt^:  pw" 
pcrty  be  takon  for  public  uic,  without  juftcon*'' 
penfation. 

■  .'.'y/''/.  8th..  Infill  criminal  profccutions,  thcac- 
flUicd  (hall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  fpccdy  and  public 
triph  by.  an  .iippwtifti  jury  of  the  ftatc  and  diftrift 
wherein  the  crime  fliall  have  been  comiqinoii 
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^ch  diftriift  Ihall  have  been  previoufly  afccr- 
^cd  by  law ;  and  to  be  informed  df  the  natiirc 
d  caufe  of  the  accufation ;  to  be  Confronted 
ith  the  witnciles .  ag«ixift  hinx.^  to  have  com- 
dfory  prqcefs  for  obtaining  witoeiTes:  in ;  hk.fib- 
»ur;  and  td  have  the.^ftance  of  counfcl  for 
s^e£:nce,  .  /  ; 

"  Art.  gth.  ^  In  luits  at  conlmon>  law^  vrheip 
e  value  in  controveriy  fhall  exceed- twenty  doU 
rs,  the  right  of  tiial  by  jury  ihall  ^  preierved.; 
d  no  fad  tried  by  a  jury  (hall  be  otherwife  i^fr^ 
amined  in  any  court  of  the  Unit^t  States,  than 
cording,  to  the  rules  df  the  connfliion  law. 
*^*  yArt.  ioth.  Exccffive  bail' (hall  not  be  re- 
lired,  nor  exceffive  fines  impofed,  nor  cruel  and 
lufiial  punifliments  infli<5led. 
"^^  Art.  nth.  The  eniunetatioa  lin  the  con- 
tudoA  of  certain  rights,  fhall  not  be  conftrued 
deny  or  diiparage  others  retained  by  the 
sople. 

*'  Art.  12th.  The  powers  not  del^ated  to  the 
aited  Statesby  the  conflitutlon^nor  prohibited 
f  it  to  the  ftatcs,  are  refcrv.ed  to  the  ilates  rer 
*ftivcly,  or  to  the  people/*  -      *. 

The  two  firfl  of  thefc  twelve  articles  did  nqt 
iccivc  the  ratification  required  by  law.  The 
ijei;  ten  being  ratified,  make  part  of  the  coniU-^ 
lion«       * 

X  9  GE^AYSJO^ 
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CKNF.R AT.  OBSK^VATIOVS  0\  TIIE  CONSTITI*- 
TtOS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

It  is  ivit  my  ciclipi  Iwrrc  to  enter  into  a  minute 
examination  ol"  the  merits  of  the  conftitution  ol 
the  United  States.     Hit  informatfon  I  have  p- 
then  d  as  to  the  fitiiation  of  afFaira,  and  the  tem- 
per of  parties,   at  the  period  of  its  adoptim,  io* 
duces  me  to  believe   that  it  i*  the  heft  which 
could  at  that  time  be  carried  into  execution.   I 
ihall  confine  rorfelf  to  fpeak  of  it*  principiil  and 
inherent  dcfeft ;  which  I  regard  as  an  obftack  to 
the  public  welfare  in  any  conftitution  where  it 
is  found.     I  confef*'  there  is  ibmc  degree  of  boW- 
nefs  in  fpcaking  thu3  freely  on  this  topic;  to' 
what  I  confidcr  to  be  a   fundamental   dcfeft*^ 
the  conftitution  of  the  United  States,  is  viewed  by 
almoft  every  American  as  its  moft  valuable  qua- 
lity.    I  am  alhiding  to  the  federal  form  of  th^ 
c^overnment.     I  admit  the  conception  to  be  of  ^ 
fublime    nature,    and    calcuhrtcd    to   delight  J^ 
theory.     Sovereign  ftates  ceding  to  a  general  g^' 
vernment  part  of  their  authority,  for  the  pubU^ 
benefit,  prefents,  in  a  more  fafcinating  way  th»** 
ordinary,  the  image  of  men.  united  in  focict)'* 
making  a  facrifice  of  a  portion  oi  their  rights  ait^ 
liberties  for  the  (cciire  enjoyment  of  the  rdk,  aiv^ 
for  the  general  profpcrity ;  but  experience  wi^ 
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•        -  >  * 

ttiis  fchemc^  pleafing  as  it  is  to  the  ima^<^ 
I,  lUuforj,  and  ifiC2lpable  of  execution.  The 
Rfittes  of  governments  have  a  power^  tff  i 
^  and  extent  very  dii&rcntrifORl  that  of  in* 
rals ;  their  apparent  motives  arc  ihucfa  moid 
ile ;  and  the  fuppreflion  of  thtm  by ■  force  w 
1e(s  prompt,  and  lefs  caiy  in  the  execution^ 
hat  of  the  pafliohs  of  individuals^^nieax^ 

they  inherently  oppofe  thcmfelvct  to  khe 
tages  that  form  die  objedl  6f  the  cbmpaA^ 
I  is  the  general  welfare  of  the  union.  Wlth-^ 
irfuing  the  difcuilion  of  the  principles  end 
I  of  a  fcdi^ral  go%'cmment,  I  Will  ^ve  two 
g  examples  of  lU  ief ious  evils  in  the  United 
• 

1 78f,  the  oW  aongr<5<s,  deiiring  tp  fettle  Ih* 
\  of  the  different  lUtes  upon  the  geneiid 
iment,  paiTed  a  law,  on  the  7th  of  May, 
ing,  that  five  commiflioners  i)^jpu)d  be  i^t 
lively  into  all  the  ftates,  to  receive  the  ac-* 
3  of  each,  for  fofns  expended  by  them  4u^^ 
ar,  for  (the  fer^ace  of  the  U^ion,  in  v|ftfW 
lers  of  congrefs,  or  without  flich  ordersi 

propfs  of  the  expenditure  fo  applied  f0ul4 
en;  The  cpmmiffioners  Were  to  cjta||^n0 
veral  claims ;  to  ftrikc  the  bdance  of  each  j 
ts  of  which  halahbte*  they  wtit-  «» jpnakft  to 

X3  the 
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thf:  tccafurcr  of  the  Unioii,,accompanicd  with  thf 
ieveral -documents,  for  which  they  were  ta§s& 
^cknowledgnients  to  the  ftates  tq  which  thgis* 
fpc6tively  belonged ;  and  ali*Q  with  their  rcmadis 
on  the  natute  and  validity  of  fuch  documcutJ*  , 
^4  the  law  enjoined  the  different  ftates  to  iur-=  ' 
nifh  fuch  documpnts  and  titles  to  the  coramii-r 
fioners  within  the  fpacc  of  fix  months,  tg  hcbjf- 
them  tranfmitted  to  the  treafury  in  the  ciirrpit| 
year.     It  further  provided,  that,  when  tl^c  abcn^  j 
returns  ihould  be  made,  the  congrefs  fliould  mm^ 
three   other  commiffipners  to   exfimine  all  Kt 
founts  and,  doc^impnts,  and  finally  to  ftrikpl*"^ 
lances  of  the  fcvcral  claims;  a<5llng  on  the^ipi:*? 
nion  of  the  firft  commiffioncrs  as  to  the  valjiiy 
of  the  documeiit^,  where  fuch  wcrt   producp-* 
Wid,  on  the  principles  of  equity,  where  cUi(»* 
were  made  for  expcnces  in  the  war  not  prpvipul^f 
authoriled  by  orders  of  congrefs.     This  law  (ICT 
clared  thq  decifipns  of  the  majority  of  the  thrt*^ 
commiflioners  to  be  couclufiye,  and  not  fulgef* 
to  appeal;  and  it  finally  enjoined  the  comnuf* 
foners  to  compleat  the  decifion  uf  all  fuch  daiffl* 
yithin  eight  months.     At  the  e^tpiration  of  that 
term,  thefc  claims  Hill,  remained  unfetticd,  tbc 
public  roindj  being  occupied;  by  the  prcfcntaiioft 
^dadoptjonof  the  new  conilitution.    A  law  wis 
theicfotc 
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Uyte  pafTdir.^Kh'b  ncw^xsoni^ifsv  on  the  1  ft 

Lugufl;  ijtj^^sQMHonfm^tiie  p¥^^         6(thi 

ted  States  to  appoint  three  new   commif- 

CIS,  ^ith  the  famd' powers  a^  ^wcre .  delcffved 

he  formpr ;  *who  were,  on^an  ex^amin^troij  of 

claims  and  titles  on  the  one  h^nd,  and  bj*  the 

■     ^  '        -  -       »  •'       J.' 

ims  of  the  treafnry  of  fums  advanced  by.  Jthc 

■  '''*)      ^  *         .*•'"  »• 

on.  to  the  fcvcral  uates  on  the  othei;  handr  to 

te  the  fevcral  balances ;  and .  ho  make  iiich 
ss  creditors  br'tne  Union  as  ihbuld  have^cx- 
ded  more  than  their  receipts  from  the  trca^ 
%  and  iiich  ilate;;i:;debtot^  to  tha  Union^  as 
aid  not  hsvc^ja^pended  the  fums  adiianccd.  to 
n  by  the  :Ugion.  -This  -law  fixed  the  lit  of 
/9  1793,'  far iAe  lateft  period  for  the  ifetiira^ 
iich  balanccBtD  be  made.  By  a  liw  'ftfSoion 
laft  day,  pf.icbruary,  1792,-the  time  »§>rVrc- 
lipg  fuch  bounces  was  exteniticd  .to'  the'^-lft 
July,  1793. 

?1}6  jaw  whi^  «thus  aurhorirdd  the  pr^ddlbnt 
appoint  thrce  cxxxxfaiiffionera  for  thii  impOr- 
bferyiqe^  paiTod  alins>f}:  unahvmouily  ;  and' Mr. 
kflimgton>  the;  prefident^  miuio  choice  of  hten 
icknowledgcd  integrity  -  and  iaformatioil'  ;-^ 
fefywijei  Wff-WAM  iBAv^iate/rJjtiiiisr.  KeXnv 
r$V$0pi^«  Uftr  JiiiMO^J)  OiSi  iAiikais«p{)oi!itih*ti¥> 
klpHtf^rf^I'fajiiAfaiStuMi'i^  "VhisAf 

IdltflPQfjs  fihiflxed'rtlit^ :labi>ur.' ' within- the* 
'ji^do  X  *^  time 
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time  prefcrib^d ;  and  the  foUcming  is  a  table  i 
the  retxirns  they  made  of  their  decifion. 

States,  Creditors  of  the  Union.  Sums. 


New  Hampfliire 

75,015  Dollars. 

Maffachufetts 

1,248,801 

Rhode- Ifland 

289,61 1 

Connedicut         -         ^ 

6lQ,12l 

New  Jerfcy 

49,030 

South  Carolina 

1,205,978 

Georgia 

19,888 

States,  Debtors  to  the  Union 

• 

New  York 

2,073,84G 

Pcnnfyh^ania       -         ^ 

76,700 

Delaware        -         ^ 

012,428 

Maryland         r 

151,040 

Virginia          *           ^ 

100,870 

North  Carolina 

501,882 

It  was  not  till  towards  the  chfc  of  1 7Qfi»  tb 
the  qucftlon  wan  agitated  in  congrcfs,  of  tl 
means  of  bringii^g  iiito  the  treafury  of  the  Uni( 
the  furti^  due  from  the  ilates  that  were  debtcm 
it,  whiph  iiims  were  deilined  to  difcharge  tl 
debts  c|up  from  thp  Union  to  the  ptlier  ftate 
and  th?n  it  was  ibon  demonftrtited,  by  the  hi 
the  debates  took  in  the  qu^on,  that  tko  Iktbi 
debtors  to  the  Union,  had  no  intentioa  of  d 

^hargu 


THS  mum  iTATSI^  CAVADA,  &e,  91 3 

baring  thctr  ofaitigftfionsi  .iK>tintlifliMMU^  ^ 
iftrefs  of  the  treaiufjr  of  the .  Uwatw  Vid  the 
tourifhing  coadition  of  the  &umces  of  mclBt  of 
bofe  fbtes,  efpecialljr  that  of  Ne  w  York.  A  tt> 
ard  to  the  patticuUr  iatCTBik  of  the  fe\^ei^  ftatesp 
id  a  jealoiaiy  of  each  otheCf  •  were  imiinerlaUy 
aoifcfted.  The  debates  abounded  with  £apl6f- 
r-,  and  ill  £uth  to  the  public.  An  attention  to 
2  concerns  and  intereib  of  the  Union  was  no 
&ex€  to  be  found  in  them.'  Althougfi  many 
ings  were  g^ven  to  the  difciiflioa,  no  roibhitioii 
led  on  the  fubjeft ;  and  no  other  rcfult  was 
Parent,  than  that  the  fiates,  debtors  to.  the 
uon;  or  the  greater  part  of  them^  would  Jiever 
bharge  the  debt,  and;  that  the  Union  was  dcA 
ute  of  means  to  cnlfocce  payment— lor  an  at- 
npt  to  obtain  the  payment  by  arais>  was  ts> 
>irokc  a  citil  war,  and  haften  the  diflblution  of 
e  Union.  The  lois  to  the  tnafiiry  of  the  Union 
Counted  to  three  millions  finren  hundred -and 
Nuteen  thouiand  five  huodmi  and  cjghtyrfour 
4hm;  ot  rather  three  miUkms  nine  hundred 

-      » 

M  (aixf  thdu&nd.  thxco  .kpndrcd-  and  fiftyone 
ibursy  including  the  ititereft.  The  welfare  of 
il  U«uon  was  made  a:tattdy.facnfi»  :to.;the\n^ 
Nsky  and  iitjofticc  of:  imii:ridbials;  wHo; oppofed 
fe^  'Czecation  of  a  law  agMoft.  which  ^  thiey  had 
|M)&tjr  dtigaged  to  ma^  no  appeal.    iThe  ob* 


i<     I  r 
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jcft  of  the  federal  go?\^crnmcnt  was  in  this  initlani 
entirely  defeated .  : .      ■  !   • 

The  other  inftance  I  have  to  "give  of  the  ir 
convenience  of  the  federal  fyilem;  is  relative  t 
the  fortifying  of  the  harbours  of  the  ftatcs.  Tb 
conftitution,  in  the  firft  article^  and  the  eight 
fcdion,  provides,  that  the  Union  •'  fhall  exercil 
cxclufive  legiflativc  authority  over  all  places  pix 
chafed  hy  th6  confcnt  of  the  legiflaturcs  of  tl 
fcvcral  Itatcu,  for  the  ercAion  of  forts,  magazine 
arfcnals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful  buil^ 
ings ;''  and  by  a  law  paiTcd  in  December  170- 
whofc  objcft  Mas  to  provide  for  expences  incurre 
in  the  fortification  of  fome  places  pn  the  coafl  « 
the  United  States,  it  is  declared,  'Sthat  the  pr^ 
fidcnt  Ihall  receive  from  the  legiflaturcs  of  tk 
dittcrrnt  ftates  the  ceffion  of  the  "lands  nccefiaJ 
to  fuch  fortifications,  or  fhall  purchaie  th.em, 
they  arc  not  the  property  of  the  ftates."  Th 
greater  part  of  the  ftates  refufcd  tb  cede  th?:JaQC 
wanted  for  this  purpafe,.  or  tb  authorife  the.  pre(3 
dent  to  acquire  them  by  purchafe,  in  the  caio'c 
their  being  the  property  of  indiyiduqjs.  .The 
demanded  funis  of  the  Union,  in  aid  o£.tih(:  fu(K) 
they  confented  to  expend,  fsom  itheir  .owo  treq 
furies,  in  fortificatiansftabe  rai&d  on  .their  qw 
lands ;  but  the  aiTifhuice  .they  gave  the  Ic^w.  wQi: 
no  further.     The  confcquencc  \yas>  thtt  th/c^gf 

t^ficatior 
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tlficatlons  were  cQqftm^lcd  pn  the  plans;  and 
^cgrding  to  the  notions  of  indiyiduals>  the  iever 
^  ftatcs  \i\  which  they  were  erc&cd  attending 
only  to  tbe^r  own  advantage ;  th^t  they  w^^e  buUt 
pn  fordid  priq^criplesj  ^d  in  4  very  inadequate 
fnanncTjf  the  reibqrpes  of  the  fcycral  ilates  not  apr 
pearing  competent  to  conflru6t  them  either  in 
the   extent  or  with  the  folidity  the  objcS  rcr 
quired ;  that  they  ax^  r^fed  in  places  where  thp 
cxpepce  pf  the  erpdion  wovdd  be  lefs^  rather  thai^ 
l^    ^lich  places  as  would  bcft  cover  the  towns^ 
^d    add  to  the  general  defence  of  the  country, 
If^  the  laft  fitting  of  the  late  cpngrcfs,  in  Fcbni- 
^^  ^  79/ 1  V^O'  extraordinar}-  debates  were  held  on 
wis  fubjccl ;  in  \yhich  it  appeared,  by  fhe  lan- 
guage of  the  deputies  of  Maffachufctts^  New 
Torlc,  and  South  Carolina,  that  thofe  three  powcr-^ 
*ul  ftafes,  pofleffiqg  the  moft  important  ports  of 
the  cquntry,  were  rcfolvcd  not  to  cede. to  the 
"nion  the  lands  neccflary  for  the  ereftion.  ojf  for- 
tifications for  the  fafcly  of  thofe  ports.     In  the 
^i^icuffipn,  the  governrncnt  of  the  United  States 
^as  reproached,  by  the  deputies  of  Pennfylyania 
^^d  Rhode-lfland,  (which  fts^tcs.  had  ceded  to  the 
^|iion  the  lands  demanded  of  them),  with  being 
l^  occupied  with  the  defence  of  the  ftates  who 
^d  obedience  to  the  law,  than  that  of  the  ftates 
fcfufing  to  make  any  cellion  of  their  lands.    And 

the 
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the  deputies  of  the  t^fraAoiy  dates  uitd  th 
lament  of  the  nejglef^l  of  the  government  to 
the  ftates  of  Penniylvanfa  aAd  Rhode  Iflan 
an  excufc^  and  even  a  fubje^l  of  praHe  to 
own  ftates,  for  having  refufed  to  cede  their  ! 
to  the  general  go^xmment.  Whatever  migl 
the  degree  of  jufticc  with  which  theie  reproi 
were  caft  upon  the  government  of  the  U: 
they  were  only  uied  as  a  pretext  for  the  n 
t>f  the  refira^ory  ilates  to  cede  the  lands  in'i 
tion,  the  real  motive  being  the  jcaloufy  confb 
enfting  between  the  fcveral  fovcrcign  ftat 
the  Union  and  the  general  government — a 
iotify  natural  enough  to  man,  but  more  par 
lariy  prevailing  among  true  republicans; 
much  as  the  general  government,  having  cit 
and  troops  in  the  midft  of  the  feveral  ftatesj 
in  the  moft  importfmt  pofts,  might  be  the  i 
readily  teroptpd  to  aBridge  or  de^lroy  their  i 
pendence. 

The  rcfuk  of  thi;^  ftatc  of  things  is,  thai 
moid  important  pomts  along  the  coafb  of 
United  States  are  not  fortified,  or  are  in  a  i? 

fkate — 'for  the  confidence  which  is  placed  ij 

•    •   •  •  • 

ocimplete  and  infufficient  works,  and  which 
tiothi&g  to  thti  fafety  of  the  places'  they  afFc 
cover,  is  a  fatal  error;  befidcs,  in  an  eztei 
country;  fortifications  moft  tfompkteljr  made, 

pi 
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placed  with  the  greateft  judgment  for  partictJaf 

^bje^^  •  icoDtributs  nathinjg  to  the  gencnl  de- 

kfxcc^  if.  they^  are  not  a>niieAed  widi  a  fyftcm, 

vrhich,  having  the  genend  defence  for  its  obje^ 

expends  frequently,  with  the  greateft  utility,  the 

'^ugeft  fumson  poftsthat  may  be  unimportant 

to    the  local  interefts  of  the  place,  but  are,  not- 

^'ithftafidmg  the  keys  of  tlic  country.     It  is  no 

^^^ag:geiation  to  fay,  that  the  coaib  of  the  United 

States  ax>c  defenceleis ;  and  that  the  fineft  and 

richcft  ports  of  the  Union  arc  not  iecute  even 

^Sainft  a  cot^  de  main.     And  this  great  evil  is 

entirely  occailoned -by  the  refuial  of  ibme  of  the 

'^tcs  to  cede  the  lands  ncccflary  to  a  plan  of 

C^xieral  defence. 

fiy  theie  two  examples,  we  iec — that  the  de« 
'^'^^ement  of  the  finances  of  the  United  Statesr 
^^^  the  defencclcfi  condition  of  their  coafts,  axe 
^^  tthklt  o£.  the  federal  fyfiem-^-a  icfult^  deftruc« 
^vc  of  thcend  of  the:  Union,  but  ona^that  is  the 
^^ceffiory  con&quenoc  of  a  £yttcni  which  places 
^^  iatendSs  and  pafficmsiof  the  feftcal  fiates  ifv 
^PpolitiDn  to  the  wel&re  of  die  Uhitti,  and  is 
^^^^^Bradive  of  the  imanisnity^  withoiit  which  no^^^ 
S^i^mment,  however  exoellent  hi  -  its  form,  can 
^^itd  its  fubjedks  the  protedion  and  othttr  adwt> 
^^^  for  wl^  it  is  inftitoted.  And  if  thefo  in«- 
^aienseocea  are  alrea^  fitlt^ii^dicUiutied  States, 

where 
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whcrcpopuladon  isiib  dS^roportiobed  to  ttiC  k 
tent 'of  country,  tvhat  iiuill  they*  Hot  be  with 
great  {iQpulation^  and  a  ^time  far  removed  fro 
the  driguk  of  the  Union  ^ 

STATE  OF  PARf  lES  FROMTHfe  ADOPTIOW  O^  TI 
CONSTITUTION  TO  THE  PRESENT  PERIOD. 

The. 'opponents  of  the  txhifBttition,  bcfth 
congreis  and  out  of  doors,  fubmittcd,  on  its  b 
ing  adopted  by  the  IcVeral  flates^  to  its  authorit 
but  they  nevirthclcfs  formed  a  party  in  oppofiti 
to  tho  new  government.  .  The  confHtutioti,  ; 
though  called  a  plan  of  con/blidathn  by  its  c 
ponents,  bccaufe  its  obje&  was  to  make  one  bo 
of  the  different  flates,  by  diminifhing  in  too  gn 
a  ^degree,:  according  to  their  opinion,  their  refpc 
tbro  Sovereignties,  was  in  truth  a  federal  conftit 
lion.  It  had,  indeed,  the  title,  and  all  the  pi 
pertties  of'flidx  a  conftitution.  But  although 
opponent^  contended  for-  no  other  purpofe  b 
tx)  eftabliihaconfHtutionmore  completely  fede 
ip  its  natUfile,'  they,  were  by  the  other  party  nam 
anthfoderaiifisT^'-B,  name  that  by  no  means  belor 
,^edto!tf)em;  but  which,  .at  that  time,  being  1 
moft .  odious .  that  could  he  given  them,  it  ¥ 
natural-  their  ftdveriaritsrihould  fbigmatizc  the 
with  it^  'The  friends  *of  the  conftitution  call 
th^mfelviy- j!^(2^^/^»  .ft  tctle .  afTumcd  to .  gi 
.   /  th< 
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thexn  popularity.  Thus  the  two  parties,  without 
having  changed  opinionsk' obj^ds,  or  policy,  had 
iiiddenly  chang^^d  names;  arid-c&ch  continued  to 
be  diftinguifhcd  by  thi^t  which  its  adveriaiy  was 
known  a  year  before. 

The  anti-fedirali/is  (for  we  will  ufc  thb  deno* 
minations  of  the  parties  as  they  are  applied)  had 
long  reproached  the  otlier  party  with  a  fubmiflion 
to  Englllh  influence.  I  do  not  know  that  the  fe^ 
deralifts,  in  the  early  times  of.  the  hew  conftitu- 
^on,  had  betrayed  any  other  iymptoms  of  this 
iriflucnce,  than  the  attachment  of  many  mer-  . 
chants  belonging  to  that  party  to  the  Englifli 

commerce ;  an  attachment  that  their  commercial 

• 

"^tcrcfts  readily  accounted  for.  Afterwards  the 
f^nate,  in  which  ihz  federaVtfts  were  very  numer* 
QUs,  agitated  a  dciign  of  giving  the  titles  of  his 
^^iitflrious  Jilgbnefs  to  tlie  prcfidcnt  of  the.  United 
States ;  of  right  honourable  to  the  members  of  the 
^^nate ;  and  honourable  to  the  houfe  of  reprefep- 
tatives ;  but  the  fenate  itfelf  abandoned  the  pro- 
J^^,'  the  public  opinion  beiqg  evidetitiy  avctfe  to 
*'  and  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  difpofed  to 

^rgw  it  out. 

» 

•  About  this  time  was  difcuiTed  the  fyflem  of 
*  HUancCj  which  now  exiftsj  and  which  was  vehe- 
*^^iitly  combated  by  the  oppofition.   This  debate 
spears  indeed  the  only  ouc  which  openly  ex-. 

pofed 


.  -I 


w»aufe  the  former  faw  in 
**»»  the  confequcnccs  they 
wqxJpnlar  mode  of  taxation, 
•««  ooce  rejaacd  by  the  co 
fitiaHy  adopted  but  ^tb  great 
^'^^ecding  fcflion. 

But  ifthc  two  parties  were 

Pofitwag  in  which  they  feverali 

tnvit^  it  was  but  iljghtly ;  for 

'rtUi.ffdemliJlr  garc  hi»  count 

•bcdiencc  of  the  law,  and  many 

m-thcir  fevwal  funaions,  to  refl 

<w«t»v  thftrefore,  cannot  ftriai 

a  fti««lt  of  the  panics. 

lc«»gatchcperiodof  thel 
or  aeher  at  the  fecond  epoch  o 
*^t  the  tw>  parties  openly  d 
fpeaivc  views.     The  federaM 
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nment  a  barrier  a^iilft  the  {jUttm  of  Frendi 
Jicanifm.  The  dnti-federali/Is  as  naturally 
d  to  the  iyftem  eftabliihed  by  the  fecond 
ition  in  France,  for  aid  in  the  plan  they  pro- 
1,  of  giving  a  purely  republican  direAion  to 
^nftitution  of  the  ftatcs,  Froin  that  period, 
tachnient  of  the  parties  to  their  feveral  opi- 
.their  defire  of  accomplilhing  their  rcfpeAivte 
;  in  t  word,  the  intention  of  one  to  give  a 
chical  tendency,  and  of  the  other  a  democratic 
Qcy  to  the  American  government,  gave  them 
ppearance  of  being' — the  one  Englifh,  and 
:her  French  parties^  in  the  country, 
e  party,  whofc  defign  it  was  to  detach  the 
d' States  from  France,  and  conned  them 
Y  with  England,  received,  no  doubt,  a  great 
ion  of  ftrength  from  the  horrible  crimes 
I  the  men  in  power  in  France  feemcd  for 
ears. to  have  made  the  habitual  adminiflra- 
f  that  unhappy  country ;  frofn  their  avowed 
1  of  a  'general  diibrganization  of  other  go* 
lents ;  from  the  open  attempts  of  M.  Oeriet^ 
reach  minifter  in  America,  to  force  the  ftatea 
their  neutrality,  which  it  was  their  intereft 
1  as  their  ri^t  to  maintain ;  and,  in  a  word, 
the  intrigues  of  that  imprudent  mini^r  to 
l  tiie  principles  of  jacobinifm  through  the 
TL.  IV.  Y  ftatcg, 
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ilatesj  which  at  once  were  inimical  to  the 
of  France,  and  contrary  to  the  rights  of 
An  abhorrence  of  the  crimes  of  the  g 
party  in  France,  and  difguft  with  the  cc 
its  agents  in  America,  were  mutually  felt 
the  parties  of  the  United  States.  The  c 
ralifts,  ho\vevcr,  continued  to  regard  the 
they  lamented  as  temporar}^;  while  tl 
party  imagined  they  faw,  or  afFeftcd  t 
the  evils  that  afflided  France,  fometh 
iWas  permanent,  or  at  leaft  likely  to  be 
duration.  At  this  period  was  formed 
deracy  of  the  kings  of  Europe  againft 
and  it  was  natural  for  the  govcrnmcr 
'United  States  to  fuppofe  the  confcdcn 
not  fail  to  be  fucccfsful  againft  an  anarch] 
at  home  with  crimes  and  blood,  aflaik 
choicefl  troops  of  Europe,  and  having 
in  appearance  to  oppofc  to  this  force 
troops  without  experienced  generals,  an 
fury,  without  any  other  currency  than 
ditcd  paper.  At  the  fame  period  Eng 
raffed  the  commerce  of  the  United  S 
taking  their  veilels,  and  prcfTing  their  fa 
even  menaced  them  with  a  dircft  wai 
the  danger  of  being  involved  in  a  war  a 
jenemy  already  powerful,  and  who  feen 

i;         ■  I 
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eaimg  in  power,  gave  great  uncafinefs  to  the 
ted  States ;  while  their  former  ally,  to  whom 
Jther  circumftances  they  would  have  l(9oke4 
aid,  fcemed  on  the  point  of  becoming  a  prey 
hat  enemy.  And  if  the  fears  of  the  American 
^mment  were  exaggerated,  we  cannot  be  fur- 
d  that  its  fyftem  of  policy  threw  it  into  the 
of  the  ftrongeft  party. 

though  the  anti-federali/is  neither  approved 
ic  difbrganizing  fyftem  of  France,  nor  the 
icrcsof  her  minifter  in  America,  they  did  not 
hcnd  any  danger  from  an  alliance  with 
-c  to  the  interior  tranquillity  of  the  ftates, 
K  they  deemed  to  be  incapable  of  the  ex- 
'gance  of  the  anarchifts.  The  evils  that  af- 
h1  France  appeared  to  them  temporary ;  and 
fpirit  of  liberty,  they  had  no  doubt,  would 
>le  her  to  repel  all  her  enemies.  They  were 
1  more  attached  to  an  alliance  with  France, 
*n  they  faw  England  fb  lofty  in  her  preten- 
s.  Their  policy  was,  to  prefcrve  th6  abiblute 
trality  of  the  ftates,  and  to  avoid  a  war  with 
jland  by  every  means  that  did  not  humble 
ftates  before  her.  If  fatisfadlion  could  not  be 
lined  from  England  for  the  affronts  offered  to 
Hates,  they  propofed  the  fequeftration  of  Eng- 
jMToperty  in  America,  and  an  interruption  of 
commerce  with  her ;  in  a  word,  war— if  Eng- 

Y2  land 
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land  was  refolvcd  on  war.  And  this  party  luj 
pofed  that  the  arming  of  American  privateers, 
prohibition  to  carry  provifions  to  the  En^il 
iflandsy  and  the  feizing  on  Canada,  were  moi 
certain  means  of  injuring  England,  than  any  ft 
had  with  which  to  make  reprifals  on  the  ftatcs. 
Warm  contefts  were  occafioned  in  the  hou 
of  reprefentatives  by  this  difference  of  opinioi 
and  views,  when  the  queftion  came  to  be  debat( 
concerning  the  relative  fituations  of  England  ai 
the  United  States.  The  two  parties  oppofed  ca< 
Other  with  the  greateft  animofity.  The  que 
tion  equally  agitated  the  people  out  of  dooi 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  United  State 
and  although  it  was  the  general  wifti  to  prefer 
peace  and  maintain  neutrality,  the  complain 
uttered  againil  the  Englilh  were  loud  and  almc 
univerfal ;  and  the  remembrance  of  the  triumj 
of  America  over  the  Englilh  arms,  giving  aflb 
ancc  of  fuccefs  in  a  new  contcft,  made  a  w 
with  England  little  the  objeft  of  fear  with  tl 
populace.  The  difmiffion,  about  this  time, 
Mr.  Jefferibn  from  the  office  of  fccrctary  of  ftal 
mcreafed  the  difcontent  of  the  antt-federaltf 
Mr.  JefFerfon  was  of  that  party,  and  had  alwa 
avowed  an  attachment  to  pyre  republicaniii 
His'  party  afcribed  his  difmiffion  to  the  politi 
he  adopted  in  the  prefidcnt's  council.  They  we 
..  lI  .  perfuade 
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iuaded,  howcrcr  he  might  fear  the  ftates  were 
no  condition  at  that  moment  to  declare  war 
atA  England,  and  however  refolved  he  might 
to  leave  no  reafonable  propofition  untried  to 
:ore  a  good  underfbmding  between  the  conn- 
Sy  he  was  neverthelefs  equally  bent  upon  re- 
:ing  every  mealure  that  would  afteft  the  ho- 
ir  and  dignity  of  the  ftafes;  The  wiflies'  of 
party  were,  not  to  challenge  England,  but 
fhew  her  how  the  ftates  had  been  infultcd  and 
tired  by  her  conduft ;  to  let  her  fee  they  t^^ere 
ended,  and  to  let  her  know  they  demanded 
>aration.  They  were  not  ignorant  that-Mr.- 
fferfon  oppofed  in  the  council  too  ctofc  antt 
imate  an  union  with  England,  whom  he  ac* 
fed  of  treachery ;  that  he  oppofed  ftill  more 
J^ly  all  mcafures  tending  to  feparate  the  ftates 
>m  France,  where  anarchy  and  its  conlcqucnt 
mcs  would  foon  give  way  to  order,  and  when! 
regard  to  the  interefts  of  the  United  States 
ts  evinced  even  in  the  midft  of  the  wbtft  dif^ 
fcrs  that  had  difgraced  the  revolution.  The 
he  party  knew  alfb  that  it  was  Mr.  Jeffcrfbn*s 
unefs  that  defeated  the  dangerous  pretenfions 
J  prqjctfts  of  M.  Genet ;  and  that  he  had  been 
J-caulc  of  that  minifter's  being  recalled  by 
ince.  And  the  recal  of  M.  Genet  they  con- 
•  Y  3  fidered 
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iidered  as  a  new  and  folid  proof  of  the  good  will 
and  friendfhip  of  France  toward  the  United  iStates. 

In  proportion  as  this  party  complained  of  the 
difmiilion  of  Mr.  JefFerfon,  the  federalifts  cx- 
preflcd  their  triumph.  Thefe  latter  iaw,  with 
extreme  iatisfadion,  that  their  views  would  b< 
no  longer  thwarted  in  the  prefident's  council 
where  till  tlien  they  did  not  think  the  Englifl: 
government  fufEciently  favoui^d.  It  was  in 
flantiy  determined  to  fend  Mr.  Jay  to  England! 
It  is  univerially  believed  that  the  inflrudlioni 
given  to  that  minifter  by  the  prefident,  wer 
framed  with  great  wifdom  and  moderation,  aik 
that  they  formally  enjoined  Mr.  Jay  to  refpeA  tb 
engagements  of  the  United  States  with  Franc 
in  any  new  treaty  with  England,  However  tha 
were,  it  is  certain  the  preildent  was  careful  fl 
inform  the  French  government,  that  the  fendin 
an  ambaflador  extraordinary  to  England,  had  ir 
other  objeft  than  to  avoid  a  war  with  that  pow^ 
and  to  fettle  the  differences  between  the  tf* 
countries;  and  that  the  alliance  with  Fian^ 
would  be  maintained  with  the  moft  perfcd  goc 
faith  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

The  choice  of  Mr.  Jay  for  the  embafly 
England,  gave  great  offence  to  the  anti-federali^ 
Thb  minifter  was  chief  juftice  of  the  Unit:^ 
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States ;  an  office  that  fcemed  to  make  his  pre« 
fence  in  the  country  indifpenfablc,  and  therefore 
appeared  incompatible  with  any  foreign  million. 
He  was  confidered  as  devoted  to  England  by  his 
general  habits,  but  more  efpecially  by  a  blind  zeal 
for  the  doiflrincs  of  the  Englifh  church.  He  was 
known  to  have  an  old  diflike  to  France,  which 
"W-as  faid  to  have  been  excited  by  the  manifcft 
preference  given  by  the  French  minifter  and  the 
^^holc  French  nation  to  Benjamin  Franklin, 
'^v^hofc  colleague  he  was  at  the  making  of  the 
peace  in  1783.     ^ 

When  parties  proceed  to  extremes  with  each 
ether,  every  thing  ferves  as  food  to  their  mutual 
latred  and  injujftice.    About  this  time  the  iniiir* 
icdion  at  Pittfburg  broke  out.     The  federalifts 
accuied  their  adverfaries  of  being  the  contrivers 
^d  authors  of  the  infurreftion.     They  endea- 
voured to  implicate  many  of  them  individually 
in  its  guilt,  although  the  accufation  was  never 
iiipported  with  the  fmallcft  proof.     T|iat  iniur- 
re^on  was  no  other  than  an  exploiion,  of  a. very 
culpable  nature,  no  doubt,  but  pcrfeftly  forefeeri, 
of  the  difcontents  occaiioned  by  the  levying  a  tax 
on  private  diftilleries ;  a  meafure  that  never  could 
J>c  carried  into  efFeft  in  that  part  of  Pennfylvania, 
even  whep,  previous  to  the  eftabliihment  of  the 

Y  4  new 
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auuciauons  that  had  ca 
tunes  to  France.     It  was  i 
Jjiat  it  was  their  defign  to  u 
^ijents  of  overthrowing  the 
troducing  diviiions  among  t 
to  pieces  the  federal  fyftera. 
pens,  thefe  accufations  incn 
well  ^  of  the  party  by  whonc 
as  thofc  who  were  the  objed 
In  this  fituation  of  thin 
England  was  concluded.     It 
to  difcuis  the  merits  of  an] 
^lat  treaty ;  nor  do  I  affect 

much  of  which  is  kno^^n  oi 

.1         ...         » 

fyuB.     I  propofc  merely  to  t 
its  effcA  on  the  two  parti 

•  •  •    * 

]mown,  that  the  preiidcnt  pei 
be  ib  little  conformable  to 
had  given  Mr.  Jay,  and  fo  li 
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If  to  prdjart  it  to  the  fcnatc  for  its  faniftioiir— 
lat  this  treaty  occafioned  violent  d^tes  in  the 
niate,  which  Avould  not  have  ended  >vith  its 
Btificatipn/had  not  the  majority  of  that  aflembly 
>ccn  jjreviouily  determined  to  accept  it,  even 
without  knowing  the  artides  it  contained — ^that» 
Ls  foon  as  the  treaty  was  made  public^  addrefies 
Or  and  agamft  its  ratification  crowded  in  from 
Very  town  and  corporation  of  the  United  States 
"■*^at  the  queftion  of  its  ratification  or  rgcftion 
"^ffA  the  deepeft  concern,  and  the  warmeft  dif-^ 
Ul£ons  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  northem 
^tes — ^that  the  general  confidence  placed  in  the 
rcfident  tismptttd  in  the  majority  their  averfion 
>  the  treaty — and  that,  finally,  when  tile  fums 
^wr  carrying  it  into  execution  came  to  be  voted 
^  the  houle  of  reprcfentatives,  a  long  and  violent 
g^e,  relative  to  the  merits  of  the  treaty  itfelf, 
the  effed ;  although  the  right  of  that  houfe 
^  interfere  with  its  ratification  was  denied  by 
^<c  friends  of  the  treaty,  the  letter  of  the  conlti- 
^tion  having,  as  they  iaid,  withheld  that  privi- 
-gc  from  them.  It  is  to  be  obfcrvcd,  that  the 
^fpreientatives  maintained  ^he  right  of  entering 
*ito  the  merits  of  the  treaty,  from  the  very  letter 
(rfthe  conftitution,  fo  little  precifion  is  there  in 
fhc  wording  of  it.— The  dread  of  involving  the 
Voked  States  in  a  war  with  Ikigland,  at  length 

gained 
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gained  a  majority  in  the  houfe  for  the  treaty ;  ii 
the  fame  manner  as  that  motive  had  influcncei 
not  only  the  prcfident,  but  the  majority  of  th 
individuals  in  the  ftates,  who  finally  adhered  t 
:the  treaty,  to  the  latter  of  whom  all  allianc 
with  England^  of  whatever  kind,  was  extreme!; 
obnoxious. 

The  old  animofity  of  the  two  parties  vr^  fur 
ther  inflamed  by  thofe  difcuflions.  The  debate 
in  the  congrefs,  arid  the  pamphlets,  and  writing 
in  the  papers,  on  the  fubje^l,  were  loaded  witl 
peribnal  abufe  and  mutual  acxniiations.  Th. 
ariti'Jideralifis  were  accufed  of  encouraging 
ipirit  of  diibrgaiiization  for  dangerous  purpofes 
and  from  the  fordid  motive  of  French  gold.  Thi 
other  party  was  accuf^^d  of  facrifiping  the  nations 
honour ;  of  fhamefully  humbling  the  flates  a 
the  feet  of  E-ngland ;  of  violating  their  ancierr 
engagements  to  Fratice;  and  of  corruption 
through  the  medium  of  ambition  or  gold.  Tt 
moft  fatal  confequences  were  predided  to  flo- 
from  the  treaty,  and  afcribed  to  the  fcdcralift: 
as  injuries  brought  by  them  upon  the  qountrj 
The  fpirit  of  party  was  excluded  from  no  clafs  c 
Society.  Political  intolerance  proceeded  to  Urn 
extreme ;  even  frequently  in  the  fame  dwelling 
it  was  found  to  be  the  greatcfl ;  and  the  mo^ 
diigiraceful  and  hateful  appellations  were  mu^ 

aL 
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given  by  the  individuals  of  the  parties  to  each 
er. 

Phe  difpleafure  which  France  expreffed  at  the 
.ty,  widened  the  breach  between  the  parties^ 
z  anti-federaiyis  having  foretold  it,  confidercd 
cxpreflion  of  that  difplcaliirc  as  the  enloginm 
Jieir  oppofition  ;  while  the  federali/is  declared 
m  to  be  the  authors  of  the  diflatisfadtion  of 
ncc.  The  latter  even  went  fo  far  as  to  fay, 
t  their  opponents  had,  by  underhand  intrigues, 
aged  the  government  of  France  to  complain 
the  treaty,  when  it  was  not  difpofed  to  do 

and  thus  they  openly  denounced  them  as 
mies  of  their  country. 

The  executive  government  of  the  United 
tes,  the  centre  of  the  party  of  tht  federali/is. 
Id  not  be  ignorant  that  their  treaty  with  Eng- 
d  placed  France  in  a  much  lefs  favourable 
ation  than  formerly  relative  to  America,  and 
Ki  in  a  lefs  favourable  iituation  than  England, 
scially  in  times  of  war;  but  whether  they 

not  forefee  the  difpleafure  of  France,  or  they 
ved  the  confequences,  they  afFeded  to  be  fur- 
Ccd  and  offended  with  the  complaints  of  the 
inch  government ;  and  immediately,  whether 
purfuance  of  a  fyflem  they  had  projefted,  or 
m  a  fear  of  giving  advantage  to  the  oppofitc 
by  reforting  to  open  and  frank  means  of 

reconciliatioa 


France. 

Among  the  mcafures  with  -which  the 
federoBfts  reproadicd  the  govemment  as 
inimical  to  France,  was  the  fending  of  s 
ambafiador  to  Paris,  without  pollers  to 
the  differences  bctn'cen  the  countries,  and 
oct  even  authority  to  place  France  and  £i 
en  a  footing  of  equality  with  refpcft  to  the  I 
States.  The^  certainly,  without  any  inji 
confidered  among  the  meafurcs  openly  ho{ 
France,  a  delay  of  eight  months  of  the  fee 
of  ftatc  ini  anfwering  one  of  the  difpatches 
French  minifter ;  the  infulttng  anfwer  thz 
^ven,  after  fo  extraordinary  a  delay;  an 
dxawing  np  a  man^eftot  under  the  title  of  h 
tnm  to  the  American  miniftcr  in  France, 
vna  a  Hbcl  on  both  the  old  and  new  govern: 
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y  might  be  publifhed  to  the  world,  without 
blame  of  this  infult  being,  in  point  of  form^ 
puted  to  them.  In  the  conduct  of  the  go^ 
nmcnt  and  the  federalifts,  their  opponents 
tended  to  fee  an  intention  of  breaking  with 
ince  at  all  events,  and  of  joining  England, 
inft  that  faithful  ally  of  the  United  States ; 
y  imputed  the  conduft  of  the  governing  party, 
ler  to  total  ignorance  of  the  intercfts  of  Ame- 
I,  or  to  corruption ; — for,  of  the  incurable 
red  of  England  toward  the  States,  and  her 
ret  refblution  to  involve  them  in  difficulties, 
I,  to  detach  them  from  a  powerful  ally,  in 
cr  to  have  complete  power  over  them  for  the 
•poies  of  her  ambition,  that  party  a&Aed  to 
c  no  manner  of  doubt. 
The  eledion  of  a  new  prefident  afforded  fnefh 
nent  to  the  animofity  of  the  psirtics.  The 
icrs  of  the  federalifts  were  defirous  of  advanc* 
;  to  the  office  of  prefident  Mr.  Pinckney,  who 
1  lately  been  ambafiTador  in  England,  and  who 
I  made  the  laft  treaty  with  Spain,  which  gave 
^rat  fatisfacftion  in  America ;  and  had  given 
fan<flion,  at  leafl  nominally,  to  the  treaty  mth 
gland.  He  was  a  man  of  acknowledged  n>erit, 
^  &mily  exceedingly  refpeftcd  in  South  Garo- 
ai>  and  of  a  perfbnal  chanu^r  greatly  valued. 
s  f<grvice9,  however,  did  not  procure  him  the 

firft 
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firft  office  in  the  Union.     The  vice-prefidctL  t: 
John  Adams,  feemed  to  be  naturally  called  t«:r 
that  fituation.     Eight  years  exercife  of  the  officr^ 
of  vicc-prefidcnt,  old  and  important  fervicc?  t^^ 
the  States,  and  a  long  life  of  eminent  virtue,  ga  v  ^ 
him  a  title  that,  in  the  opinion  ofpcrfons  amon^ 
the  federalifts  iminflucntcd  by  intrigue  or  per-— 
ibnal  confiderations,  was  inlinitely  preferable   t<»' 
that  of  every  other  among  nine  candidates  fc»r  i 
that  high  office.     The  leaders  of  that  party,  not-  ' 
withftanding,  confidered  Mr.  Pinckney  as  a  maJn  j 
more  likely  to  be  direfted  by  their  influence  j 
They  aflbciated  his  name  in  tht  votes  with  Joh* 
Adams,  profeffing  to  the  majority  of  their  part*"  , 
fans,  only  to  raii'e  him  to  the  office  of  vice-prc- 
iidcnt.     They  confidered  it  as  probable,  that    !>* 
would  have  the  fccond  grcatert  number  of  vot^^ 
in  the  north ;  and  that  in  the  fouth,  efpecially  »" 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  where  it  was  notexpeftc'J 
John  Adams  would  have  any,  he  would  have  tl>* 
majority,  or  at  all  events  the  fecond  number*   '^ 
Mr.  Jeffcrfon  Ihould  happen  to  have  the  naajo" 
rity ;  and  that  thus  be   would  have  a  greater 
number  of  votes  than  any  other  candidate,  an** 
"Would  confcquently  be  prefident. 
.  The  anti'/eileralifis  openly  and  unanimooAT 
Supported  Mr.   JefFerfon ;  and  his  title  to  th* 
office,  founded  on  his' eminent  talents,  on  tic 
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e  he  had  in  the  declaration  of  independence, 
on  his  fervices  as  fccrctary  of  ftate  and  as 
)aflador  in  France,  could  n^t  be  queftioned, 
jpt  by  the  prejudices  of  party,  which  are  equal 
)ower  to  more  folid  arguments,  . 
^he  two  parties  ftrained  every  nerve,  and  re- 
ed no  advantage  that  intrigue  could  furnifh. 
:y  mutually  accufed  each  other  of  unfair  pro- 
lings,  and  even  of  tricks  to  invalidate  votes, ' 
of  frauds  in  the  returns.  The  leaders  of  the 
ralj/is  were  deceived  in  their  expedation  of 
etly  gaining  a  majority  for  Mr.  Pinckncy. 
m  Adams  had,  however,  but  one  vote  more 
:i  the  majority  required  by  law.  He  was  de- 
ed prcfident,  and  Mr.  JefFerfon  vicc-prefident, 
^hc  moft  recent  fliock  of  thefe  parties,  con- 
tly  and  vehemently  excited  agalnft  each  other, 
occafioncd  by  an  extraordinary  fitting  of  the 
grefs,  aflcmbled  by  the  prelident,  to  take  into 
fidcration  the  refufal  of  the  French  Dire^ftory 
receive  Mr.  Pinckney  as  minifter  from  the 
ited  States.  Although  the  federaltfts  had  a 
ority  in  the  congrefs,  the  opinions  of  their  op- 
cnts  frequently  prevailed.  Almoft  every  pro- 
tion  for  meaflires  of  hoftility  againft  France 
.  rejedcd ;  and  the  lending  of  three  ambalTa- 
i,  to  demand  an  explanation  from  the  French 
emment,  was  fcarccl;^  followed  by  any  pre- 

paratigns 
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parations  for  a  war.  It  is  not  a  little  remarkabi 
that  in  this  conteft  the  orators  of  the  federali 
held  the  fame  language  which,  three  years 
fore,  had  been  employed  againi):  them  by  th^— >  Ir 
opponents  ;  when  on  the  queftion  of  fending  jMlCr. 
Jay  to  England,  the  anti-federalifts  recommend  ^=(1 
vigorous  meafiires,  to  reftore  the  United  Sta^  ^^s 
from  the  ruinous  and  humiliating  condition  "^o 
which  they  were  reduced  by  England — and  tH  ^t 
the  antt-ftderaltjis^  to  crufli  the  hoftile  fpirit  whicn^h 
the  other  party  expreflcd  againft  France,  advan< 
the  fame  arguments  which  the  governing 
nled  on  the  former  queftion,  to  recommend  co: 
dliatory  meafures  toward  England.  The  me: 
bers  of  the  houfe  of  reprdentatives  who,  althou  i 
generally  voting  with  thcfcderalifisy  were  not  '::^^ 
the  fccrets  of  the  party,  on  this  occafion  carri^=^ 
the  votes  of  the  congrefs  toward  conciliato 
meafiires.  The  debates,  however,  were  lao 
violent  than  ever.  They  were  more  than 
filled  with  perfbnal  abufc,  efpecially  on  the  ii^ 
r)f  the  federali/is,  who  accufed  their  adverfaries 
having  advifcd  the  infults  that  the  ftates  recci^ 
from  France,  and  of  being  engaged  by  the  Frcn^^*^ 
government  to  facrifice  the  intercfb  of  tbfc^^ 
country,  and  by  this  accufation  endeavoured  '^^ 
fubjeft  their  opponents  to  the  odium  of  tt^^ 
people. 
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ic  temper  of  the  two  parties  continues  to 
c  fame  at  this  time ;  and  {o  inveterate  is 
mutual  hatred,  their  reipedive  policy  is  fo 
[y  afunder  and  fo  rooted  in  their  affedions, 
heir  reciprocal  infults  are  fo  many  and  {o 
five,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  hope  for  a  re- 
liation.  It  is  the  bufincfs  of  the  politician 
quire  into  the  final  iffue  of  their  ftrife.  I 
here  undertaken  only  to  ftate  fads,  in  order 
re  an  idea  o£  the  ftate  of  thcfe  parties.  Yet 
mot  but  obferve,  that  the  names  of  y^^^- 
and  anti'/ederalj/i,  by  which  they  are  moft 
nmonly  known,  arc  as  little  conformable 
;  meaning  of  thcfe  words  as  the  denomina- 
Englj/h  ad/ierents  and  French  adherents,  which 
mutually  give  to  each  other.  Their  feveral 
b  are,  to  give  the  conftitution  a  monarchi- 
•  a  republican  tendency ;  and  to  find,  in  the 
guity  of  parts  of  its  text,  an  authority  for 
defigns,  as  circumftances  happen  to  favour 
►r  the  other.  Both  the  parties  arc  attached 
2  union  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  anti' 
\lifts  cannot,  with  the  leaft  juftice,  be  re- 
hed  with  being  lefs  fo  than  their  opponents. 
>ne  is  the  governing  party,  the  other  is  in 
ition ;  and  wc  know  that  when  parties  have 
combated  with  each  other,  their  original 
ks  become  fecondary.  Their  love  of  power, 
H..IV.  Z  and 
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and  their  hatred  of  each  other,  arc  motives  co 
tinually  a<fting  upon  them ;  and  every  occafi 
of  gratifying  their  rage,  jealoufy,  and  ambitii 
is  mutually  fcized  by  them.     It  is  to  be  ignora^ 
of  the  paffions  of  party,  not  to  know,  that  tk 
are  as  tumultuoi:s  as  any  that  can  agitate  a-m 
torment  individuals  and  foclcty.     The  impu 
tion  of  being  adherents  of  France  or  England, 
as  unfounded  as  the  other.     The  leaders  of  c 
party  look  to  England  as  the  natural  fupport 
their  power,  cfpeciully  fmce  France  became  a 
public ;  but  they  do  not  wifh  to  fubjugatc  A 
rica  to  Englifli   influence.     It  is  faid,  and   -xr^c 
without  the  appearance  of  probability,  that  .tl^  ^^r 
iare  individuals  among  them  who  carry  their    ^=*t« 
tachmcnt  to   England   fomething   further  ti^-^^ 
this;  having  in   contemplation,  either   the      ^^* 
union  of  America  to  England,  or  the  eftabli*^' 
ment  of  a  monarchy  with  a  houfe  of  peers,  tl  *  ^ 
fhall  be  clofcly  and  permanently  allied  to  Gf^^^ 
Britain.     But  if  there  arc  fuch,  as  will  be  rcaci^v 
enough  believed,  they  are  not  the  whole  of  tH^|^ 
leaders,  and  they  do  iK)t  admit  the  reil  into  tl^^^^ 
fecret ;  for  in   that  cafe  they   would  ibon    ^^ 
the  number  of  their  adherents  diminilh.    It  is  ^)^ 
exciting  a  hatred  of  fome  of  the  meafurcs    ^^ 
France,  and,  by  a  common  fraud,  turning  i:«*^ 
hatred  againft  France  hcrfclf,  that  thcfc  pcri*^^ 
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vour  to  execute  that  projeft,  while  they 
:al  from  their  partizans  their  real  defigns. 
annot  be  pcrfuaded  that  the  American  go*- 
nent  has  entered  into  thefe  defigns,  which 
ir  to  me  to  be  too  far'  rcmov^ed  from  com- 
fenfe  to  be  adopted  by  the  government,  and 
\  rather  the  views  of  individuals  blinded  by 
interefts  and  paflions.  Yet,  if  we  look  coolly 
z  condudl  of  the  government  from  the  time 
mcluding  the  treaty  with  England,  if  wc 
ier  how  little  conciliatory  mcafurcs  towards 
:e  have  been  ftudied  in  its  public  a<fls,  how 
fely  its  minifters  have  lavifhed  infults  on 
?*rench  in  their  public  difpatchcs,  and  how 
und  a  refpeft  the  fame  minifters,  at  the  very 
time,  expreffed  for  the  government  and  the 
[ters  of  England,  and,  finally,  what  rude  lan- 
:  toward  France,  equally  removed  from  pru- 
:  and  decency,  has  been  held  by  the  imme- 

dcpcndants  of  the  government  in  both 
^s  of  the  legiflature,  we  fhall  acknowledge, 
it  is  not  without  appearance  the  American 
nm^nt  is  accufed  of  a  partiality  for  England, 
h  is  not  the  genuine  refult  of  an  attention 
\t  interefts  of  the  United  States.     On  the 

hand,  if  it  be  rccoUeded,  tliat  there  is  a 
fity,  or,  at  leaft,  that  there  is  the  habit  .in 
cs,  as  well  as  in  private  tranfadlions,  of  fgl- 

Z  2  lowing 
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lowing  one  falfc  ftcp  by  another  ftill  more  crron" 
ous,  to  avoid  an  acknowlodgmcnt  of  miflak 


and,  ftill  more,  the  giving  an  advantage   to  t 
oppofite  party — if  wc  take  into  the  account  t 
Mr.  Pickering,  the  American  fecrctary  of  fta 
who  was  the  aruthor  of  the  difpatches  1  have 
ludcd  to,   and  the  priixripat  atlor  in  the  ice 
did  not  acquire  hrs  fituation  (tor  which  no  int 
ligcnt  pcrfon  of  his  party  deemed  him  qualifi 
cither  by  his  talents,  or  his  political  expcricn 
but  in  confcquencc  of  its  being  refufed  by  a  m 
able  man,   to  whom  it  had  been  offered  by  J 
Walhington,  at  that  time  prefidcnt,   and  tl^ 
the  difficulty  oi  finding  another  perfon  to  fill 
office  is  as  great  now  as  it  was  then  (for  the  offi.dr"Cs 
of  government  are  in  little  requeft  in  Americ:^^* 
which  is  unqucftionably  a  misfortune,  if  it   ^-^ 
not  a  vice  proceeding  from  the  conftitution),  aT"^" 
that  the  machinations  of  a  party  are  cmploy^^ 
in  making  the  difficulty  of  finding  Mr.  Pickerir^K 
a  fucceflbr,  appear  greater  than  it  really  is — if  v^"^ 
call  to  mind  the   rcafonablc  difcontcnt  of  tt^^ 
American  merchants  at  the  piracies  committ<^^ 
on  their  property  by  the  privateers  and  the  g^--^ 
vemments  of  the  French  iflands,  and  the  gcncf^ 
indignation  of  the  people,   although  not  imtf*-^' 
diately  afteded  by  thefc  afts  of  piracy,  wc  fti^*^ 
perhaps  give  another  interpretation  to  the  p 

fcrci^ 
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Tcncc  which  is  given  to  England,  than  that  of 
determination  tofujyugate  the  American  ftates 
)  EngHlh  influence ;  a  meafure  that  would  nieet 
ith  the  moft  acJiive  oppofition  among  tl;ie  fe^ . 
rallfis  thcmfelvcs,  and  which  never  can  be  car- 
d    into  effect,  uniefs  France  becomes  an  un- 
-liral  accomplice  in  the  fcheme  by  adls  toward 
icrica  contrary  to  her  intereft,  her  jufiicc,  and 
grcatncfs  of  her  charaAcr. 
Vs  to  a  party  confifting  of  adherents  of  France, 
'-^n  with  lefs  truth  be  faid  to  exill  in  the  United 
i-ties  than  a  party  devoted  to  England.     1  con- 
^^  it  to  be  a  natural  thing,  that  men  who  have 
I'formly  endeavoured  to  give  a  republican  ten* 
:acy  to  the  American  conftitution  fhould  look 
P  to  the  prefent  conftitution  of  France  as  af- 
^ding  aid  to  their  prctenlions ;  but  1  am  pcr- 
^adcd  the  anti  federalifts  entertain   no   defigns 
Icrogatory  to  the  independence  and  interefls  of 
"^  ftates.     When  the  governing  paily  affeA  to 
^''gct  the  fcrvices  rendered  by  France  to  Amc- 
*c^»  and  boaft  of  it  as  part  of  their  political  fyf- 
^^,  it   is  not  furprifmg  that  their  opponents 
■^orc  warmly  cherifli  the  remembrance  of  thofc 
^rviqcs,  and  of  the  calamities  inflixfted  by  Eng- 
^d,  which  latter  fecm  to  be  forgotten  by  the 
SoYcrnment.     The  members  of  the  legiflaturc, 
^ho  form  the  oppofition,  betray  no  criminal  at- 

Z  3  tachmcnt , 


with   her — chicHv  to  balan 
encc,  which  thty  imagine 
reafon   to  lear.      1    am  iiill 
ranted  in  ftating,  that  thcr 
lefs  of  what  may  be  called 
an  Englifh  one.     1  do  not  k 
be  attributed  to  the  mifcom 
the  want  of  addrcis  in  her 
vernment,  or  to  an  indiiicre 
party  here,  but  it  is  certain 
party  in  this  country.     Wh{ 
felf  the  trouble  to  look  (Icac 
the  coimtry,  will  be  convinct 
is  fact.  ' 

I  am  far  from  confidering 
complaint ;  and  I  fhould  be  j 
afcribcd  to  the  wifdom  of 
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ftatc,  and  the  rights  of  nations ;  and  its  means 
are  of  the  moft  odious  nature,  being  no  other 
than  tlic  fowing  of  corruption  and  domcftic  dif- 
fcnfions  in  the  country.  Where  fuch  purpofes 
can  be  obtained,  by  fuch  means,  deteftable  as  one 
and  the  other  are,  the  fuccefs  can  be  but  tenx- 
porary.  They  are  foon  countermined  by  the  ufc 
of  the  fame  means  by  the  rival  nation  ;  and  tlie 
only  certain  efFedl  they  leave  bchiud'  is  the  dc- 
prayity  and  confcqucnt  misfortunQS.of  the  people 
among  vsr'hom  they  are  pradifed.  Although  I 
hazard  the  difgrace  of  being  deemed  romantic 
in  my  fcntiments  on  this  fubjed:,  I  am  not  thie 
lefs  willing  to  declare,  that  1  confider  gcncrofity, 
good  faith,  and  found  morals  as  the  means  of  fuc- 
cefs the  moft  efficacious  and  eafily  applied,  in 
politics  as  well  as  in  private  conduct.  .  Hqw 
much  is  the  power  of  a  nation  augmented,  in  the 
character  it  acquires,  that  demands  nothing  that 
is  not  juft,  and  that  gives  in  its.  treaties  with 
other  nations  even  more  than  is  demanded.  The 
intrigues  of  a  rival  nation  with  any  of  its  allies 
will  be  more  readily  and  perfectly  defeated  by  a 
frank  and  plain  conduft,  than  by  an  imitation 
of  thofc  intrigues,  which,  h;  truth,  places  the 
a^ition  that  employs  them  in  a  ftate  of  real  hol- 
lility  with  that  to  whom  it  is  even  then,  by  its 
Xiinifters,  making  profeflions  of  fricndiliip.    The 

Z  4  reputation 
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reputation  and  importance  of  moft  cabinets,  ai 
moft  ambafladors,  no  doubt,  would  be  infinite! 
reduced,    if  they    were  compelled   to  renouni 
their  intrigues ,  but  the  interefts  of  ftates,   an* 
the  happinefs  of  the  people  would  as  certainl 
be  greatly  increafed ;  and  it  is  a  matter  that  I  ca:: 
not  quellion,  that,  if  a  regard  to  integrity  is  ii 
^capable  of  working  a  revolution  in  the  policy 
cabinets,  fuch  a   revolution  will  inevitably   b 
brought  about  by  the  natural  progrefs  of  know 
ledge,  which  cannot  fail  to  prove  its  utility. 

Although  the  clcdions  for  offices  in  the  fcdc- 
ral  government,  and  thofe  in  the  fcveral  ftateSj 
arc  under  the  influence  of  party,  my  reader  mulfc:^ 
net  conclude  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  UnitecS- 
States  univerfally  range  themfelves  on  the  fidc^ 
of  one  or  other  of  the  parties.    Many  are  igno— 
rant  of  their  motives  and  objcAs ;  and  a  great: 
number  of  others  regard  them  with  indifference^ 
having  no  other  intention  than  to  return  the 
candidate  moft  proper  for  the  office,  and  permit- 
ting themfelves  to  be  dircdcd  in  their  votes  by" 
iuch  as  they  deem  to  be  better  informed  on  the 
fubjcd:  than  themfelves.      The  fccurity  of  li- 
berty, the  independence  of  the  United  States^ 
and  the  prcfervation  of  the  prefent  form  of  go* 
vemment,  are  the  objeds  of  their  attachment ; 
and,  in  general,  they  live  in  the  pleaiing  per- 

fuaiion 
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fion  that  there  can  be  no  other  ientiment  in 
>lic  affairs, 

\  painful  recolleAioft  of  the  calamities  in- 
bed  by  England,  during  their  flruggles  for  in- 
cndence,  and  a  grateful  remembrance  of  the 
•-ices  rendered  them  by  France  at  the  lame 
iod,  are  the  common  lentiments  of  the  coun- 
;  and  the  partiality  for  France  is,  no  doubt, 
rcaled  by  the  refledlion  that  fhe  contends  for 
:rty  with  the  enemy  that  oppofed  their  inde- 
idence;  and  by  a  perfuafion  that  it  was  in 
icrica  ttiat  France  was  firfl  taught  to  love  li- 
ty.  This  preference,  however,  for  the  inte- 
ts  of  France  is  by  no  means  fo  obflinate  as  not 
^ve  way  to  a  convi<ftion,  where  it  is  excited,' 
t  France  has  defigns  upon  the  independence 
the  United  States  ;  and  it  is  by  engendering 
picions  of  that  nature,  that  the  party  in  op- 
ition  to  the  French  intcreiis,  and  their  writers, 
^e  endeavoured  for  a  year  paft  to  Ihake^thc 
ichment  of  the  people  to  the  French  caufe. 
this  end  calumni.es  on  the  French  govern- 
nt,  and  falfe  and  infidious  conftrudlions  of 
ir  conduct,  have  been  induftrioufly  fpread 
>ugh  America. 

i^hatever  has  come  wnthin  my  own  obferva- 
►  or  I  have  gathered  from  others,  convinces 
Jiat  I  have  given ^  faithful  pidure  of  the  mals 

of 
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of  the  inhabitants  of  the  American  States,  s 
cannot  imagine  that  it  will  be  faid — that  a 
fc6lionate  remembrance  of  the  fhare  which  F 
Jiad  in  the  eftablilhment  of  American  indcj 
cnce,  and  the  refolution  not  to  futtcr  licrf< 
make  the  flightcft  breach  in  that  great  > 
ercAcd  as  it  was  with  fuch  immcnfe  coft, 
cither  one  or  the  other,,  fcntimcnts  difcredi 
to  the  American  people. 


NEW    STATES  FORMED    SINCE    THE    ADOP 

OF    THE    CONSTITUTION. 

« 

At  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the 
conftitution  in  1787,  and  the  firll  fittings  c 
new  congrefs  in  1789,  the  Union  corxfifted  c 
more  than  thirteen  ftates  ;  but,  fmce  that  p< 
three  have  been  added  in  the  manner  prefc 
in  fuch  cafes  by  the  conftitution.  Kenti 
which  was  a  diftrift  dependent  on  the  Sta 
Virginia,  was  raifed  into  a  ftate  by  an  ad  of 
grefs,  of  the  4th  of  February  1791  ;  and 
mont,  which  was  a  part  of  New  Hampihire, 
erefted  into  a  ftate  on  the  18th  of  June  ii 
fame  year;  and,  on  the  ift  of  June  1 7(;0, ' 
neflee,  formerly  part  of  North  Carohna,  and 
the  accfeptance  of  the  conftitution  volunt 
ceded  by  that  ftate  to  the  Union,  under  the  r 
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<^1^hc  Gcruemment  of  the  Territories  on  the  South 
ef  the  Ohioy  was  alfo  declared  an  independent 
ftatc. 

The  province  of  Maine,  part  of  the  State  of 
MaiTachufetts,  has  demanded  to  be  eredcd  into 
a  Separate  ftate ;  and  will  probably  be  declared 
^ch  in  the  firft  or  iecond  ieffion  of  the  next  con- 
grcfs,  and  it  is  to  be  expedcd  that  the  Union,  if 
It  pxeler\cs  its  independence,  will  at  length  con- 
ftft  of  a  greater  number  of  dates  than  at  prefcnt, 
^y  portions  of  territory  being  difmembcrcd  from 

the  itates  of  the  grcatcft  extent,  and  cred:ed  into 

• 

iridcpendent  ftates. 

Befides  the  fixtccn  ftates  which  at  prefent  form 
the  Union,  there  is  an  immenfe  tract  of  land, 
hearing  the  name  of  TheTerriiory  on  the  North-- 
^\fi  of  the  Ohio  J  which  is  attached  as  a  diftri  A  to 
the  fovcrcignty  of  the  Union,  and  is  under  the 
^rn  mediate  jurifdiAion  of  the  congrefs.  The  a6l 
^hich  formed  this  territory  into  a  diftri<5l  under 
^he  old  congrefs,  on  the  ift  of  July  1/87,  ^as 
afterwards  modified  by  the  new  conftitution. 
-^  governor,  a  fccretary,  and  three  judges,  ap- 
pointed by  the  prefident  of  the  United  States,  tlic 
^'ft  for  three  years  and  the  others  for  four,  com- 
Poft  the  proviiional  government  of  this  territory ; 
^hich,  although  it  includes  more  than  two  hun- 
^^d  and  fifty  millions  of  acres,  contains  only 

four 
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four  thousand  white  people.  The  Indians  foi 
the  greater  part  of  its  population  ;  but  even  th 
numbers  are  not  great.  By  a  law  of  the  old  cc 
grcfs,  of  the  1 3th  of  July  1787,  this  territory  \ 
authorifed  to  cbufe  a  Icgiflative  aiTcmbly  wh 
its  population  of  white  people  Ihould  amount 
fifty  thoufand.  The  fame  law  included  other 
bcral  regulations,  aflfociating  the  Territory  on 
North'Wi'Ji  of  the  Ohio  with  the  reft  of  Amer 
in  the  rights  granted  by  the  conftitution.  It  a 
enjoined  the  inhabitants  to  obferve  a  juft  z 
friendly  conduft  towards  the  Indians.  It  pro 
bited  the  purchafe  of  lands  from  the  Indians 
individuals  without  the  exprcfs  authority  of  ct 
grcfs ;  and  declared  that  this  territory  fliould  b 
its  fliare  in  the  expences  of  the  federal  govcj 
ment,  and  in  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  1 
Union, 

ELECTION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT,  AND  THE  VIC 
PRESIDENT,  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  eleftion  of  the  prcfident  of  the  Unil 
States  being  a  fubjeft  of  the  moft  weighty  i] 
portancc  in  this  country,  and  it  having  happci: 
that  I  'was  in  America  when  an  elcClion  to  tl 
high  office  took  place,  I  am  perfuaded  there  j 
many  details  relative  to  the  fubjeft  that  v^nll 
given  here  with  advantage. 

1 
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The  conftitution,  in  the  article  on  the  exccu- 
c  power,  having  determined  the  conditions 
!uired  for  the  office  of  prefident,  and  the  cx- 
.t  and  duration  of  its  powers,  enjoins  the  mode 
election  to  the  rcfpe<ftive  offices  of  prefident 
1  vice-prefident ;  but  I  will  not  again  cite  the 
:t,  which  will  be  found  in  the  firft  fed^-ion  of 
:  fccond  article  of  the  conftitution. 
On  the  1 3th  of  September  1 788,  the  old  con- 
:1s,  having  received  the  ratification  of  the  con- 
lution  from  eleven  ftates,  and  the  other  forms 
"fcribed  for  its  ratification  being  complied  with, 
-lared  the  conftitution  to  be  in  force.  It  ap- 
intcd  the  fir  ft  Wedncfday  of  the  following 
nuar}^  for  the  choofing  the  electors  in  the  dif- 
ent  ftates  that  had  ratified  the  conftitution, 
lich  eledlors  were  to  nominate  the  prefident; 
1  the  firft  Wcdnefday  in  the  February  follow- 
;,  for  the  aflembling  of  the  eleftors  in  the  fc- 
sl  ftates,  to  chufe  the  prefident ;  and  the  firft 
^dncfday  of  March,  for  the  aflembling  of  the 
^  congrefs  at  New  York,  (at  that  time  the  feat 
the  government),  when  the  feverai  branches 
the  government  were  to  commence  their  pro- 
-dings  under  the  new  conftitution. 
George  Wafliington  was  elected  prefident,  on 
i  firft  Wednefday  in  February  178Q;  and  en- 
cd  on  the  exercife  of  his  fundions,  with  the 

other 
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other  authorities,  on  the  firft  Wednefday  of  tF^ 
following  March.  He  had  l>een  prefident  of  t!:^  < 
convention ;  his  name  had  rcfounded  in  cvcr^ 
part  of  America;  the  gratitude  and  vcncratiox 
of  the  public  were  not  only  his  due,  but  eagerly 
accorded  to  him  ;  and  his  eledlion  was  without  J 
diflenting  voice.  John  Adams  was  at  the  fairi 
time  clc(!:lcd  vice-prefident. 

The  conftitution,  in  furnifhing  the  legiflatux" 
with  a  general  rule  for  the  eleftion  of  prefidcc^ 
and  vicc-prelident,  had  not  provided  for  cvct 
kind  of  vacancy  that  might  occur,  but  had  coir::^ 
nilttcd  that  tafk  to  the  legiflature ;  and  I  thii^« 
it  'iccclfary  to  give  the  law  as  it  exifls  at  prefer^ 
on  tiiat  fubjedl. 

LVW    KF.T.ATIVE    TO    THE     ELECTION    OF   TH 
PRESTDKNT    AND    VICE-PRESIDENT    OF   TH 
UNITED    STATES,    PASSED     IN  CONGRESS    01 
THE  FIRST  OF  MARCH    1792,    IN  VIRTUE  0   - 
AN  ARTICLE  OF    THE    CONSTITUTION. 

Se£I.  1  ft.  The  cafe  of  the  cleftion  of  prefi 
dent  or  vice-prcfident  of  the  United  States  before 
the  ufual  period  of  eleftion,  which  cafe  is  herC= 
inafter  provided  for,  being  excepted,  the  cledo* 
for  the  chufing  the  prefident  and  vicc-prcfidci 
ihall  be  named  within  thirty-four  days  immcd' 

ate 
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itcly   preceding  the  firft  Wednefday  of  Decern* 
ber,   I7g2;  and  thenceforth,  within    thirty-four 
days  immediately  preceding  the  iirft  Wednefday 
of  December  in  the  fourth  year  after  the  lafi 
clciStion.     The   faid   eleftors  ihall  be  equal   in 
number  to  that  of  the  fenators  and  reprefenta*- 
tives  in  congrefs,  of  which  the  feveral  ftates  fhall 
liavc  a  right  to  compofe  their  deputation,  at  the 
tin:ic  when  the  prcfident  and  vicc-prefident  to  be 
^hofcn  fliall  enter  into  office:  provided  that,  if 
the  new  apportioning  of  reprefentatives,  in  virtue 
<>f  the  new  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants,  Ihall 
^ot  take  place  before  the  period  for  chufuig  the 
^le<5lors,  then  the  number  of  ele<ftors  Ihall  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  number  of  fenators  and  rcpre- 
^ntatives  of  the  prefent  congrefs. 

Sedi.  2d.  The  cledlors  Ihall  alTcmble  and  vote 
^n  the  firft  Wednefday  of  December,  in  each 
*tatc,  at  fuch  place  as  fhall  be  named  by  the 
'^gidature  of  the  ftate;  and  Ihall  draw  up  and 
"g:n  three  certificates  of  their  refpeftive  votes, 
^^U  fliall  fold  up  and  feal  the  fame  feparately, 
^^ci  fliall  indorfe  upon  the  cover  of  each  packet  a 
^^crlaration,  that  it  contains  a  lift  of  the  votes  of 
^^^  ftate  for  the  prefident  and  vice-prefidcnt ; 
^^ci  every  cledor,  or  the  majority  of  clcdors,  fliall 
"Appoint  by  ballot  the  perfon  to  whom  they  will 
^traft  one  of  the  faid  certificates,  to  be  by  him 

conveyed 
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conveyed  to  the  prcfident  of  the  fcnatc,  attl 
place  of  refidcnce  of  the  government,  before  tl 
firft  Wednefday  of  the  January  follow  ing ;  ai 
fliall  addrefs  another  of  the  faid  certificates, 
the  poft,  to  the  prefident  of  the  fenatc,  at  t 
place  of  reildence  of  the  government ;  and  fti 
tranfhiit  the  third  of  the  faid  certificates  to  t 
judge  of  the  diflridl  in  which  their  afTcmbly  ih 
be  held. 

Se£l.  3d.  The  executive  ptower  in  each  fb 
fliall  caufe  to  be  drawn  up,  and  properly  ccrtifi< 
three  lifts  of  the  names  of  the  electors  of  1 
ffcite,  and  fhall  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  eleA 
before  the  firfl  Wednefday  of  December ;  a 
the  elcftors  fhall  add  one  of  the  faid  lifts  to  ea 
of  the  before-mentioned  lifts  of  their  votes. 

Se£l.  -ith.  In  the  cafe  of  a  lift  of  the  votes 
a  ftate  not  arriving  at  the  place  of  refidence 
the  government  on  the  firft  Wednefday  in  ^ 
nuary,  the  fecretar}-  of  ftate  fhall  difpatch  an  < 
prefs  to  the  judge  of  the  diftridt  of  fuch  ftate, 
.whofe  hands  the  third  certificate  fhall  have  be 
depofited,  who  fhall  tranfmit  it  by  the  faj 
meffcnger  to  the  place  of  rcfidcncc  of  die  | 
vemment. 

■;  Se6i.  5th.  The  congrefs  fhall  commence 
fittings  on  the  fecond  Wednefday  of  Februa 
1 793 ;  and  thenceforth,  on  the  fecond  Wcdnefd 
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l\c  February  folio  wing  each  affembly  of  elec- 
^  ;•  and  the  certificates,  or  as  many  of  them  as 
11  have  arrived,  ftiall  be  opened^  the.  votea 
nted,  and  names  of  the  pcrfons  clecfted  to  fill 
offices  of  prcfident  and  vice-prefidcht  de- 
rcd  and  proclaimed,  according  to  the  forms 
the  conftitution.  .... 

Sfi?.  6th.  In  the  cafe  ofthe  prcfident  of  the 
ate  not  being  prefent  at  the  place  of  refidencc 

the  government,  on  th^  arrival  of  perf^pwns 
arged  with  the  lifts  of  the  votes  of  the  eleiftors, 
-h  perfon  fliall  deliver  the  lifts  to  the  fecrctary 

ftate,  who  Ihall  carefully  prcfer\  c  thcm^  and 
Dit  them  as  fbon  as  pofliblc  to  the  prcfident  of 
e  fenate.  , 

^eS.  7th.  The  pcrfons  appointed  by  the  dec- 
's to  convey  the.  lifts  to  the  prcfident  of  the 
iate,ftiall  receive,  "at  the  time  of  delivering  the 
d  lifts,  fifteen  pence  per  mile  for  the  diftancc, 

the  high  road,  from  the  place  of  election  to  . 
e  refidence  of  the  government. 
SeSi.  8th,.  If  any  perfon,  tcing  appointed  to 
n>^y  the  votes  of  the  eledlors  to  the  prcfident 

the  fonate,  and -having  accepted  that  truft^ 
all  ncgle(!it  to  difcharge  the  fame,  he  fliLiU  incur 
penalty  of  one  thoufand  dollars. 
^^£i.  gth.  In  the  cafe  of  the  removal,  death. 
Station,  or  incapacity  to  fill  his  office,  of  the 
'^ol.  ly.  A  a  pTcC\d^\\t. 
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prefident  or  vicc-prefidcnt,  the  proviiioiiai  presi- 
dent of  the  fenate,  or,  where  no  inch  officer  bat 
been  appointed,  the  fpcaker  of  the  houfe  of  rc- 
prefentatives,  fhall  fulfil  the  duties  of  prefident 
of  the  United  States,  or  vice-prefident,  until  the 
prefident  or  vice^prciident  Ihall  refume  his  func- 
tions, or  a  new  cleftion  fhall  take  place. 

Se^i:  loth.  When  the  offices  of  prefident  and 
vice-prcfident  fhall  become  vacant  at  the  iame 
time,  the  Secretary  of  ftate  Ihall  give  notice  of 
the  fame  to  the  executive  power  of  each  ftate ; 
and  fhall  publifh  the  faid  notice  in  one  gazette  at 
lead  of  each  ftate,  in  which  it  fhall  be  declared 
that  the  elcftors  for  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States  will  be  appointed  or  chofen  in  the  fcvcnu 
ftatcs,  within  the  thirty-four  days  iramediateH 
preceding  tlic  firft  Wednefday  of  the  month  c^ 
December  following,  provided  a  fpace  of  tvr" 
months  fhall  intervene  between  the  date  of  fuc 
notice,  and  the  firft  Wednefday  of  the  Dcccna 
ber  following ;  but  when  the  faid  fpacc  of  tin^ 
ihall  not  {o  intervene,  or  if  the  term  for  whtc=^ 
the  late  prefident  and  vice-prcfidcnt  were  clc6k<^ 
docs  not  expire  on  the  third  day  of  March  fo 
lowing,  then  the  fecretar}-  of  ftate  fhall  declar^ 
in  fuch  notice  that  the  eledors  arc  to  be  a^ 
pointed  or  chofen  witliin  the  thirty-four  di^- 
iriimediately  preceding  the."|irfk-Wcdnefday  • 

Deccmb-^ 
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:cmber  in  the  following  year.;  and  the  dehors 
1  be  appointed  accordingly^  and  Ihall  proceed 
i  provided  in  this  aA. 

'e'£f.  nth.  The  only  evidence  that  fliall  be 
lired  of  the  rcfufal  to  accept  the  ofHce  of 
ident  or  vice  prcfident,  or  reiignation  of  either 
be  faid  offices^  Ihall  be  a  declaration  in  writing 
hat  efFedl,  iigned  by  the  perfon  refiaiing  to 
:pt  or  reiigning  fuch  office,  which  (hall  be 
fmitted  to  and  depofited  in  the  office  of  the 
etary  of  ftate. 
'eil.  12th.  The  term  for  which  the  prefident 

vice-preiident  fhall  be  choien  Ihall  be  four 
rs ;  commencing,  in  all  cafes,  on  the  4th  of 
rch  following  the  day  of  the  ele^on. 
ly  the  provifions  of  this  law,  as  well  as  thofc 
the  conftitiitlon,  the  power  of  declaring  the 
iner  of  nominating  the  eleftors  who  were  to 
oie  the  prefident  and  vice-preiident,  was  left 
he  legiflaturcs  of  the  -feveral  ftates ;  and  the 
It  was,  that  a  uniform  mode  was  not  adopted, 
bmc  of  the  ftates  the  people  were  left  to  no- 
tatc  the  electors,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they 
id  for  other  offices;  in  others,  that  power 

confided  to  the  Icgillatures  themfelves.  The 
mring  13  a  ftatement  Ihcwing  which  of  thelc 
Its  was  adopted  by  each  ftatc  refpcdively. 

A  fl  2  •     States 
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States  in  zvliich  the  Ele£lors  for  tlie  Prefident 
Vtce-prefident  of  tlie  United  States  are  nam 
by  the  People. 


Maflachufetts. 
Pennfj'lvania. 
Virginia. 
Tenneflce. 


Kentucky. 
South  Carolina^ 
Georgia. 


ei 


States  in  which  the  Ele£iors  for  the  Prefident 
T'lce-prejidoit  of  the  United  States  are  named 
the  Legi/lature. 


am 
db 


Vermont. 
New  Hampfhire. 
Connedicut. 
Rhode  lUand. 
New  York. 


Delaware. 
New  Jerfey. 
Maryland. 
'  North  Carolina. 


It  is  certainly  a  circumftance  at  which  c^^  ^^^ 

can  fcarcely  cxprefs  too  much  furprile,  ths^^** 

public  ad:,  including  an  intereft  fb  weighty  ^^^^^ 

general  as  that  of  the  choice  of  prefident,  fho^""^* 

not  be  conduced  on  uniform  principles 

out  the  ftatcs ;  and  that  the  privilege  of  no 

nating  the  electors  (hould  not  univcrfally 

in  the  people.     The  advocates  for  its  refi 

the  Icgiflaturcs  contend,  that  the  legiilatures^ 

5n^ 
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:Iiofen  by  the  people,  and  for  a  Ihort  period; 
nomination  of  eledors  is,  in  fad,  that  of 
)eopIe ;  and  that  the  nomination  of  eledors 
g  always  at  a  ftated  period,  tlie  people,  when 
choofe  the  legiilature,  have  it  before  theisf 
that  it;  has  the  electors  to  name,  and  there- 
are  called  to  vote  for  fuch  members  as  they 
pne  may  be  entruftcd  with  that  function, 
ir  opponents  maintain,  that  the  eleAion'of 
prelident  and  vice-prefident  by  the  people, 
n  immediate  and  diredl  manner,  is  an  in-' 
able  right,  and  which  it  was  the  intention  of 
:onftitution  to  ratify ;  that  the  conftitution, 
saving  it  to  the  fe\eral  legiflatures  to  declare 
manner  of  nominating  the  eleftors,  had  in 
'  only  the  place  and  time  of  their  aflembling, 
never  meant  to  intrench  upon  one  of  the 
:  facred  rights  of  the  people ;  and  that,  al- 
igh  the  legiflatures  are  chofen  for  a  fliort  pe- 
»  and  the  time  of  nominating  the  eleftors  is 
I,  fo  that  the  people  may  always,  in  their 
ce  of  the  members  of  the  legiflature,  keep- 
aind  that  particular  truft,  yet  the  funftions 
jgiflator  and  of  elcftor  are  io  abfolutely  dif- 
t,  that  the  man  who  is  the  moft  proper  for 
may  be  extremely  unfit  for.  the  other. 
\x.  Waihington  was  a  fecond  time  chofen 
dci^t  of  the  United  States,  on  the  ftrft  Wed-^ 

A  a  3  nefday 
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neiHay  in  D(ccmbes  1792,  but  not 
as  in  the  former  inflance^  an  oppoditibn  alrta 
beginning  to  ihew  itielf  in  the  Union;  He  bs 
however,  a  majority,  which  was  the  great 
becauie  many  of  thoie  in  oppoiition  perceivi; 
tKat  he  would  be  chofen  in  defpite  of  their  < 
fortSi  did  not  declare  openly  againft  him,  wh 
ibmc  of  that  party  even  gave  him  their  vo 
John  Adams  w^as  again  eleif^d  vice^preiidci 
with  a  majority  that  greatly  exceeded  the  vo 
of  any  of  the  other  candidates. 

In  the  month  of  Oaober  1 796,  Mr.  Wai 
ington  publicly  declared  his  refolution  of  retirir 
on  account  of  infirmities  of  age,  and  rcquefl 
his  friends  and  adherents  not  to  nominate  him 

The  fcrutiny  for  prcfident  and  vice-prc{id< 
was  made  in  a  iitting  held  for  that  purpoie,  f 
cording  to  the  terms  of  the  law.  The  fens 
having  oomrc  down  to  the  chamber  ocaipied 
the  reprefentatives,  took  their  feats  on  the  rigl 
as  is  the  cuilom  when  the  two  houfcs  unite  ■ 
particular  objeAs.  The  vice-.prcfidcnt,  a^ing 
his  capacity  of  prcfident  of  the  fcnatc,  was  fcal 
in  a  chair  on  the  hght  of  that  occupied  by  I 
fpeaker  of  the  houlc  of  rcprefcntatives.  T 
chairs  of  the  prudent  of  the  ienate,  and  1 
ipeaker  of  the  houfe  of  reprefcntatives^  ftood  uj^ 
a  platform,  cleN-ated  for  the  purpofe.     One  co 

mifiioK: 
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•iMJtiolier,  appomted  by  the  fenatc,  and  two  by 
iSM^  4dtShi«r  feoufe,  fet  at  a  table  at  the  foot  of  th'e 
fiULlifefnn ;  and  the  ^cretaries  of'  the  two  houfts 
*we«j  refpedivcly  placed  at  tables  that  of  the  fe- 
t^^  ott  the  right,  and  the  other  on  the  left  of 
*!kfe  platform,  and  immediately  below  it.     The 
fccrctary  of  the  fenate  having  read   the  law  re- 
gulating the  mode  of  opening  the  fcrutiny,   and 
the  inftruments  of  the  two  houfcs  rcfpcftivcly 
appointing  the  commiffioncrs,  the  vice- prcfi dent 
.     fucceflively  drew  from  two  boxes,  which  flood 
before  him,  the  votes  from  the  fcveral  Itates  for 
the  nomination  of  prefidcnt  and  vice-prefident  of 
the   United   States.     The   votes,  together  with 
papers  relative  to  the  elcdlion,  were  lealed  up  in 
*  packet  from  each  ft  ate,  agreeable  to  the  law  of 
*I^c    ift  of  March,.  17g2.     The  vice- prefidcnt, 
having  broken  the  fcals,  read  the  general  return 
^^   the  eleAion  of  each  ftatc,  certifying  its  va- 
lidity; after  which,  the  ^crctary  of  the  fenate 
^^crlared  the  fcveral  votes  o{  the  electors,  and  read 
^^olr  fcveral  iignatures.      All  the  papers  were 
^^^n,  by  order  of  the  vice-prefidcnt,  handed  to 
^*^^  commiffioncrs,  who  mutually  examined  and 
^'^^'^isckcd  the  whole,  and  fcverally  made  entries  of 
I     tri^  votes  for  each  candidate..     Mr.  Sedgwick, 
tt\g  commiffioner  of  the  fenate,  having  compared 
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The  YJccrprefident  tbtn  declared,  3iat  m^vi?' 
tuc  of  the  c»nltltutJoiv  the  candidate  having  the, 
grcatcft  number «f  VG^ttbote  kA  abfolutc  ma- 
jority of  the  cle^oire,  -yfia  tbc  pcrfon  appointed  tO' 
be  prefidcnt;  and  that  thctstpl  number  of  elec- 
tors being  one  himdrod  dnd  thirty-nine,  the  can- 
didate ha\'ing  feventy-onc  votes  ,w»p  in  the  pro- 
lent  cafe  duly  elefted. 

As  the  choice  fell  upon  Tiimfcif,  and  by  bis 
prefent  office  it  bcouriB  his  ■  duty  -to  prochtm  ] 
himfcif  prefident,  he  beti^od  eWdrnt  ilgns  df 
cmbarraiTmcnt;  artd  diA  riot  recover  &ODI- Jy» 
agitation  till  after  ftme  tnomcnts  of  iUcncc;. 
when  he  declared,  th&t  John  Adams,  having  fc- 
vcnty-one  votes,  a  ntirpber  btyond  an  abfolute 
majority  required  by  the  oonftitution,  and  00  can- 
didate having  more  votes,  John  Adams  xra*. 
elected  and  prpclaimod  Jircfident  of  the  United 
States  forfourytars — tand  than  Thomas  Jcftcrfon, 
having  fixty-ei^t  votes,i  apd  no  other  candidate 
having  tlie  fame  nunrfbdr,  iwas  clcded  and  pi^ 
claimed  vice-prefident^  obrthe  fame  tcrmot'lbai 
years.  He  concluded,  tkis'concile  proclamatioa, 
by  bcfccching  the  Alrtiig^ty  to  favour  and  protc(S 
the  objC(?l£  of  the  ele^dn. ; 

Tlic  functions  of  thqntfw  prclidcnt  vtotcMt 
to  commence  till  the  -tt^of  March;  and  Jol 
Adams,  in  his  quality  of  vicc-prefident,  contini 
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to  be  prdidcnt  of  the  feoatc.  Fifteen  days  after- 
taurds^  he  requeiled  that  faouie  to  name  a  provi- 
fiohai  preiident,  that  he  might  employ  the  inter- 
nal in  preparing  for  the  fundtions  of  his  high 
office. 

The  fecretary  of  ftate^  whofe  duty  it  was  to 
inform  Mr.  Jederfbn  of  his  nom'mation  to  the 
office  of  vicc-preiident^  ient  an  express  to  him  for 
that  purpofei  and  at  the  fame  time  a  duplicate  of 
the  diipatch  by  the  regular  poft.  The  precaution 
turned  out  to  be  neceflary ;  for  the  extraordinary 
meflenger  Ml  fo  fuddenly  and  extremely  ill,  at 
the  diftance  of  forty  miles  from  Philadelphia, 
that  he  was  not  even  able  to  declare  the  objedl  of 
his  difpatches ;  and  it  was  by  the  pofl  that  Mr. 
Jefferfbn  received  the  account  of  his  nomination. 
Mr,  Jefieribn  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  and  on 
the  4th  of  March  the  new  members  of  the  cxe* 
cutive  authority  entered  on  their  fundlions. 

The  houfe  of  reprcfentatives,  which  by  the 

conftitution  was  diffolved  on  the  3d  of  March  of 

its  fecond  year,  no  longer  exifted.    The  conftitu- 

toon,  in  prefcribing  to  the  new  prefidcnt  the  ne- 

ceffi^  of  taking  the  oath  before  he  entered  on 

"♦he  cxercifc  of  his  functions,  had  not  declared  at 

^Jiat  time,  or  in  what  manner,  or  before  whom 

the  oath  was  to  be  taken.    John  Adams  followed 

^^    example  of  his  predeceflbr ;  he  repaired  to 

the 


364  TBAVBLS  THROUGH 

the  houfc   of  reprefentatives,  preceded  by 

ihcrifFs>  marihals,  and  other  officers,  and  pi 

hiitifelf  in   the  chair  occupied   by  the   fpc 

duiJing  the  fittings  of  the  houfc.     Such  mcna 

of  the  fenatc  as  remained  in  the  town,  took  I 

ordinary  ieats;  the  other  feats  were  filled  ^ 

ipedfators,  among  whom  were  many  ladies. 

JefFerfon,  the  new  vicc-prefident,  placed  hir 

at  the  foot  of  the  platform  on  the  right,  and 

late  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives 

the  left.     In  the  front,  and  round  a  table,  ^ 

four  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  of 

United  States,  among  whom  was  Mr.  El  s  w  o  r 

the  chief  jufltice.  The  galleries  and  tribunes  \ 

crowded.     The  foreign  miniflcrs,  although 

formally   invited,  attended  without   ceremc 

and,  with  many  others,  flood  behind  the  p 

form.     The  prefident,  the  fimplicity  of  wl 

drefs  was  not  diflinguifhcd  by  any  thing  bi 

black  cockade  and  a  fword,  pronounced  a 

courfc,  in  which  he  declared  his  political  fai 

after  which,  having  defcended  from  the  platfo 

he  repeated,  in  a  loud  voice,  the  ufual  oath,  a 

the  chief-juflicc,  and  kiflcd  the  book  of  the  ev 

gelifls^  and  then  returned  to  the  platform.     I 

ihort  time   after,    he  retired,  preceded  by 

officers  who  accompanied  him  on  his  entranc 

Noth 


THE  UNITED  STATES^  CAN  AD  A,  &C.     S^S 

Nothing  can  be  more  fimple  than  the  cerc- 
i3iony  of  this  inftallation ;  but  this  very  fimplicity 
has  fbmethiiilg  in  it  fo  delightful,  fb  noble,  and 
ib  iicarly ,  rcfembling  the  grandeur  of  antiquity, 
tl^at  it  commands  our  reverence,  and  ieizes  upon 
3tir  w^orthieft  affedlions.  I  fpeak  at  leaft  of  the 
5ffc<Sl  it  produced  on  my  feelings.  This  change 
:>f  the  perfbns  excrcifing  the  moft  awful  funAions 
of  the  ftate,  with  fo  little  pomp,  but  with  fb 
great  fblemnity ;  and  which  places  a  man  who, 
the  evening  before,  was  among  the  crowd  of 
fittiple  citizens,  at  the  head  of  the  government, 
while  he  who  held  the  firft  office  of  the  flatc 
^^  preceding  evening,  is  returned  again  to  the 
^ais  of  fimple  citizens— ris  full  of  the  qualities 
that  conflitute  true  greatnefs. 

•The  prcfcnce  of  the  late  prcfident,  who  mingled 
w^th  the  other  fpe6lators  of  this  fcene,  added  to 
Its  intercfl,  and  compleated  the  greatnefs  of  its 

^4r.  Jefferfon,  having  returned  to  the  diamber 
^f  the  fenate,  took  the  oath,  in  prefc^icc  of  the 
^^mbers  and  the  fecretary ;  .  having  firft  pro- 
'^Unced  a  fhort  difcourfc,;  full  of  talent  and  wif- 
^^'xx,  and  which  received  tlie  approbation  of  all 
^Ho  did  not  attend  with  a  refplution  to:  be  difia* 
"^ficd  with  Mr.  Jefferfon  s  conduft.  * . 

::     DFPART- 
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DEPARTMENTS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  POWER,  1 
THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

There  are  three  departments  in  the  executi 
govemment-*>-<-the  department  of  ftate,  that 
finances^  and  that  of  war.  A  peribn,  who  be 
the  title  of  iecretary  of  the  department,  is  at  t 
head  of  each ;  they  ad:  under  the  authority 
the  preiident,  who  may  a\^il  himfelf  of  th 
councils  when  he  thinks  proper,  but  is  not  coi 
pelled  to  do  fb* 

An  attorney-general  of  the  United  States  is ; 
tachcd  to  the  executive  government ;  whofe  fur 
tions  are,  to  profecute  in  the  fuprcme  court 
the  States,  all  fuits  in  which  the  government 
the  Union  is  interefled,  and  to  give  his  o{Mni 
on  matters  relative  to  law  to  the  preiident,  wh 
he  demands  it ;  and  to  the  heads  of  the  /eve 
departments,  in  law  matters  concerning  the  c 
partmcnt,  when  it  is  required  of  him.  La^ 
that  have  pafied  fince  the  creation  of  the  oifi 
of  attoraey-general  of  the  United  States,  ha 
appointed  the  peribn  who  fills  that  oiiice,  one 
the  commiifioners  of  the  finking  fund,  and  f 
the  redu^on  of  the  national  debt. 

Hb  i&  permitted,  in  common  with  the  attc 
nies-general  of  the  fevcral  fiates,  to  purfue  I 
profeffioin  in  the  affairs  of  individuals. 

JUDICATU* 
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JUDICATURE. 

The  jiudicaturc  of  the  United  States  is  com* 
>i€d  o£  coxtrts  o£  didrit^i  coiirts  of  circuit,  and 
£lipreme  court ;  and.  theie  h«v«  excluiivc  Juiif- 
^ticui  of  all  fuits  that  afTed;  the  iatercib  of  the 
CBion.  The  courts  of  diftrid  arc  held  in  eveij 
mSc  four  times  a  year,  by  a  judge  appointed  by 
e  general  government,  and  refiding  for  that 
Lirpoie  in  the  flate.  They  taj^e  cognizance  of 
iines  and  offences  againfl  the  general  h^ws  of 
«  Union,  committed  within  the  diflrid;,  or  ou 
c  lea  within  its  jurifdiftion,  when  the  poialty 
>C3  not  exceed  thirty  ftripes  with  a  whip,  or 
c^  payment  of  a  hundred  dollars ;  and  of  aH 
ulcs  belonging  to  the  admiralty,  including  fci* 
J^es  made  in  purfuancc  of  the  laws  of  the  gciic- 
^  government  relative  to  imports,  commerce, 
iiavigation,  when  fuch  fcizuxcs  arc  made  with- 
tlicir  jurifdidlion.  They  have  alfo  cognizance, 
ODnjimAion  with  tlie  courts  of  the  particular 
^t^,  and  the  courts  of  circuit,  of  caufes  in  which 
feigners  complain  of  wrongs  done  in  \  iolation 
tKe  law  of  nations,  or  in  violation  of  any  treaty 
the  United  States;  and  of  all  caufes  to  be  dc- 
f^iined  by  the  common  law,  in  which  the  ge* 
*^  government  is  the  plaintiiT,  aod  when  the 
^^  in.  difpute  do  not  exceed  the  value  of  a 

.  hundred 
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nundrcd  dollars.  The  courts  of  ^Bftrift  hm 
alfo  exclufive  cognizance  of  iints  agtmft  cum 
and  vicc-confuls.  All  cauics  detertnined'  bf'V 
courts  o£  diihid,  ezticpt  thiMavcoiKsmbigMh 
admiralty)^  are  tried 'by  ifuiy.  :-.■  :  ?i;r  r  •  rr  .viiiu 

The  oiurts  of 'c^riciut  dre-held/bf^il  jld^d 
the  fupreme  cdar^  flibd  judga-  of  :^e  dtAdil 
The  United  Stittes'ture  divided  into  ifalm  afeoi^ 
the  caftem  circmt^  comprilfing  the>fbdar«ftlli 
eafl,  extending  to,  but  exclufiioe'of  New  Xi^ 
the   midland  circuit/  comprifil]qg*'the  AataS 
New  York,  New  Jcrfcy,  Penniyhania,  DdsiAriW 
Maryland,  and  ViTjginia ;  and  the  fbuliiemtifew 
compriiing  the  ftates  to  die  foutii  of  VflrgjoBif 
Courts  of  circuit  are  held  twice.a  year  in^<fic 
flate  :  they  have  cognizance,  in  bonjan^Sion  # 
the  courts  of  the  di^^rent  ftates,  of  ail  di^cn^ 
where  the  matter  in  diipiite  amounts  to  die  v? 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  independentof «tiw 
pences  of  the  fuit,'  and  in  which  the  Unic 
interefled,  or  a  foreigner  is  a»party,'  or  ti^e 
putc  is  between '  citizens  of  difieceatflatei 
an  excluiive  cognizance  of  all  crimiilalr  ir 
committed  againft-  the  Union.  •''Tfa^-vf 
courts  of  appeal  frbm  the  judgdoent'of  the 
of  diftrid.  . ;      ;.  :•::•   •  ■  '; 

The  fnpreme  court  of  the  Uniidtavjaroc 
of  a  chie^ufticey  and  five  judgbair^iwhif 
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rank  among  thenifelves,  accotding  to  the 
of  their  appointment ;  it  holds  its  fittings 
a  year,  at  the  place  which  i»  the  feat  of  the  • 
ament ;  it  has  exclufive  jurifdi6tion  over  all 
:duics  where  any  one  of  tlie  flates  is  a  party, 
t  -v^^here  the  adverfe  party  is  a  citizen  of 
me  ilate ;  and  over  all  fuits  inftituted  againft 
n  ambaifadors  or  envoys,  or  their  domeilics, 
tently  with  the  law  of  nations.  Its  jurif- 
n  extends  alio,  but  not  exclufively,  to<  fuits 
ich  an  ambafifador  or  other  foreign  miniiler 
ntiff,  or  in  which  confuls  or  vicc-coniuls 
itercfted.  It  is  a  general  court  of  appeal 
the  judgment  of  the  courts  of  circuit,  or  of 
fFcrent  tribunals  of  the  feveral  ftates. 
the  federal  courts  have  authority  to  make 
to  regulate  proceedings  before  them,  and 
niniuer  oaths. 

e  attorney-general  of  the  United  States, 
nuft  refidc  at  the  feat  of  government,  con* 
the  caufcs  of  the  government  in  the  fu- 
:  court ;  and  a  counfel  appointed  by  the  gc- 
government  rcfides  in  each  flate  or  diilrid:, 
idu<5l  in  the  courts  of  diftrjft  juid  courts  of 
t  criminal  and  civil  caufcs  on  behalf  of  the 
iment. 

i  diftance  of  the  ftates  of  Ken  tuck  v  and 
tflec,  and  of  the  province  of  Maine,  from 
L.  IV.  B  b  the 
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the  feat  of  th6  federal  govtmmcnt,  making  it  i 
convcnicrit  to  hold  courts  of  circuit  in  the 
their  courts  of  diftriA  are  authorifed  to  exerc 
thcjurifdiaion  belonging  to  the  courts  of  circu 
except  in  cafes  of  appeal,  which  arc  carried  I 
fore  the  fuprcme  federal  court.  The  fame  ^ 
thority  is  given  to  the  courts  of  diftrift  in  ■ 
territories  of  the  north- weft,  which  as  yet  arc  : 
fornied  into  a  ftate. 

The  juries  that  fcrve  in  the  federal  courts 
chofen  according  to  the  forms  obfcrved  in 
refpe<5live  ftates  where  thcfc  courts  happen  to 
held. 

CRIMINAL  JURISPRLDEXCli:. 

The  crimes  and  offences  of  which  the  fcdc 

tribunals  take  cognizance,  are  only  fuch  as  J 

committed  againft  the  Union,  or  committed 

territories  under  the  immediate  jurifdiftion  oft 

Union.     In  the  firft  clafs  arc — ^treafons ;  rcb< 

lions  ;  refufal  to   pay  impofts  enjoined  by  t^ 

Union  ;  fmuggling  ;  frauds  committed  by  oiBce 

of  the  revenue,  in  matters  of  revenue ;   v^ 

w^ord,  every  offence  ajrainft  laws  paffed  by  ^^ 

congrcfs.     In  the  fccond  clafs  are— crimes  a^ 

offences  committed  on  the  fcas,  or  in  forts  o 

arfenals  belonging  to  the  Union;  and,  in  cafe  o 

the  feat  of  govetnment  being  removed  to  f^^ 

raKcity,  all  crirjits  and  offences,  of  what  naW^ 

fbcvci 
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committed  in  that  city,  or  in  a  difhi^ 
iding  it  of  ten  miles  iquare. 
crime  of  treafon,  as  it  is  defined  by  the 
ition ;  wilful  murders,  committed  in  forts, 
3,  &c.  belonging  to  the  Union,  or  com^ 

« 

on  board  of  American  veiSrls  in  the  opeifi 
•r  in  the  feveral  roads ;  the  treachery  of 
I  diipofing  of  veflels  or  cargoes  committed 
r  charge,  for  their  own  profit,  or  delivering 
rfiHs  to  pirates ;  a  confpiracy '  of  iailqrs  to 
t  thp  mafter  from  defending  himfelf  agaiikl 
;  piracies  committed  by  citizens  of  thi 
I  States,  under  foreign  colours,  on  the  vef-* 
cargoes  belonging  to  the  Union,  or  to  ci* 
of  the  Union ;  forging  of  national  fecuri-* 
.ebafing  of  money  by  officers  of  the  mintj 
fts  committed  by  them  of  gold  or  filver 
rom  the  mint ;  -  theft  of  money  or  notes 
letters,  made  by  the  letter-carriers  of  the 
fficcs ;  and  the  robbery  or  opening  of  the 
n  the  highways^  or  the  robbery  of  them  in 
ft  offices,  or  opening  of  them  by  perfbns 
.thorifed^ — arc  crimes  punifhed  with  death; 
)bery,  and  the  receiving  of  ftolen  goods,  arc 
led  with  whipping,  which  is  never  to  ex- 
hirty-nine  ftripes ;  and  forging  of  bills  of 
,  fhip*s  books,  or  rcgifters,  or  other  luch 
lents,  are  puniihed  with  the  pillory j  aod 

£  b  2  imprlfoniucut 
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ijnprifonment  not   to  exceed  more  than  thr< 

years. 

All  other  crimes  and  offences  againft  the  gene 
ral  government, '  including  dealings  in  the  fla^ 
trade,  which  the  laws  of  the  Union  prohibit,  a 
punilhcd  by  fines  and  imprifonment  of  varioi 
degrees. 

Although  the  criminal  jurifprudencc  of  tl 
Union  cannot  be  charged  with  cruelty^  whc 
compared  with  that  of  moft  ftates  of  Europ 
cipecially  England,  one  is  not  the  lef§  furprifc 
to  fee,  in  a  code  abounding  with  the  punilhmcn 
of  whipping,  the  pillory,  and  dcatli,  that  fine  an 
imprifonment  arc  the  only  puhifliments  for  tt 
crimes  of  wilfully  flitting  the  nofes,  tongues,  i 
ears  of  a  human  being. 

I  cannot  prevail  on  myfclf  to  believe,  that  tl 
congrcfs  will  not,  ere  it  be  long,  infiife  into  i 
jurifprudencc  the  benign  temper  of  the  legiflatu. 
of  Penniylvania,  whole  example  has  been  foUov 
ed  by  many  other  of  the  ftates.  Independent 
the  great  moral  and  political  motives  which  r 
commend  that  condudl  to  the  federal  govcr: 
ment,  it  muli  at  length  be  moved  by  the  hat 
-and  cruel  contraft  of  puniftiments  inflidcd 
the  fame  place,  acid  for  the  fame  fpecics  of  crinn 
.according  a^  tbfi^^ntencc  happens  to  be  paff" 
J>y  the  tribunals  x)f  the  federal  government. 
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tofe  of  the  refpcftive  flates — for  the  lentencc  of 
federal  court  is  executed  in  the  place  where  it 
^  pafled.  This  contraft  is  painful  in  an  un- 
>znmon  degree  at  Philadelphia ;  where  the 
nioh  having  no  prifon  peculiar  to  itfelf,  crimi- 
^tls  fentenced  by  the  federal  courts  to  ixnpri- 
^riment  are  confined  in  the  fame  prilbn  with 
Tenders  fentenced  by  the  courts  of  Pennfylvania, 
lit  are  not  permitted  to  partake  of  the  bene- 
ta  of  the  humane  and  falutary  regulations  of 
^at  ftate  in  its  prifons. 

CIVIL  JURISPRUDENCE. 

The  laws  of  the  Union  in  civil  matters,  like 
l^ofe  of  the  feveral  ftates,  are  for  the  moft  part 
*^^  Englifh  laws,  accompanied  w  ith  all  the  de- 
^ys  and  intricacies  ariiing  from,  complicated  and 
*^cult  forms.  It  would  be  a  great  benefit  con- 
^^^ed  .on  the  American  people,  to  Amplify  the 
'^'^^ceedings,  and  even  many  of  the  principles  of. 
'^^  jaw  ;  and  it  is  a  reform  fbmetimes  talked  of, 
^^  the  undertaking  is  great  and  difcouraging. 
4^c  lawyers,  educated  in  the  principles  of  this 
f^Xbarrafled  code,  and  accuftomcd  to  its  pra<5lices, 
f  ^^uld  reluiftantly  change  them  for  others ;  and 
^  i  J  to  be  fuppofed  the  greater  part  of  them  are 
^-  perfuaded  of  the  fuperior  excellence  of  the 
rfikeifl^  that  they  would, oppofe  th.c  introdudion 

B  b  3  of 
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of  any  other ;  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  thi 
law  fuits,  although  ruinous  to  clients^  are 
har^eft  of  lawyers,  ,This  clafs  of  men  compofe 
much  more  than  half  of  the  legiflature  of 
Union,  as  well  as  of  the  legiflatures  of  the  difTereKrmtr 
ftates ;  and  thefe,  I  am  afraid,  are  too  powerfVsl 
re  f )ns  to  permit  us  to  hope  for  any  fpeedy  f^- 
lorm  in  the  law. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  laws  of  the  Uni<3]i 
is  tliat  relative  to  flavcry ;  but  it  may  be  con."£i- 
d«  reci  as  ipringing  from  principles  of  policy,  ra- 
ther than  enlightened  reafons  of  jurifprudencre. 
We  have  fecn  that  the  conftitution  permitt^^* 
/;// 1808,  the  importation,  in  thefeveralJiateSf  ^ 
fuch  perjojjs  as^  till  that  period,  the  frvcral Jic^f^ 
Jhould  judgi*  it  expedient  to  permit  to  be  imported » 
and  by  this  defcriptiou  the  conftitution  meant  ^^ 
defignate  Jlaves ;  which  temporary  countcnan^^^^ 
given  to  the  flave  trade  tlie  conftitution  coul  ^ 
not  openly  acknowledge,  without  an  abfurd 
tradidion  of  the  liberal  principles  it  had 
mifed;  nor  could  it  openly  prohibit  the  fla^^^ 
trade,  without  a  certainty  of  the  law  being  of^  * 
pofed  by  the  fouthern  ftates.  By  this  \"aguc  d^^* 
fignation  the  framers  of  the  conftitution  crept  o^^* 
q(  this  embarralTment ;  and,  however  grols  U*^ 
f  jbterfuge  may  be,  we  can  fcarcely  blame  thcfl^  ' 
fince,  while  they  preferved  xht  exiftence  erf  i3^^ 
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at  the  difficult  period  when  the  conftitu^ 
vas  framed,  they  named  a  term  not  far 
:  for  the  extinction  of  that  detcftable  traffic. 
796,  the  congrefs  pafled  a  law,  prohibit- 
nerican  veflcls  to  carry  Haves,  under  the 
f  of  two  thoufand  dollars,  and  confifcation 
ilaves  and  veflcls ;  and  this  law,  although 
mes  eluded,  is  for  the  greater  part  rigor*- 
nforced,  of  which  I  have  fecn  many  in- 
i  during  my  ftay  in  America. .  It  is  even 
It  and  expenfive  to  elude  it ;  for  the  Qua-* 
irfuc  offenders  againft  this  law.  with  in-!- 
e  activity  and  inveteracy.  The  merchants 
aake  the  attempt  muft  provide  falfe  bills 
ing,  and  make  oath  that  the  cargo  is  the 
ty  of  foreign  merchants,  and- employ  others 
e  the  fame  oath ;  and  all  this  is  attended 
;rcat  expence.  *    . 

aw^  of  1793*  prohibits  the  ^giving  of  an 
i  to  any  pcrfon  engaged  to  fervc  another, 
mg  a  fine  to  be  levied  upon  ail  offenders 
cafe,  and  declaring,  that  the  peribn  who 
>m  his  mailer  Ihall  be  liable  to  be  fcnt  back 
1.     In  this  law  the  congrefs  avoided  the 
the  word  Jlaves^  although  it  was  to  pro- 
jainfl  the  flight  or  concealment  of  flav^f 
was  pafled,  there  being  little  reafi>n  £&f 
cnfions  about  domcftics  engaged  for  a  tenx\« 

B  b  4  The 
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The  jurifpradence  of  the  Union  relative 
is  confined  to  thefe  two  articles. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE. 

The  department  of  ftate  is  alfb  that  o 

affairs,  which  indeed  form  its  principal 

The  fccretary  of  ftate,  who  is  at  the  hea* 

department,  is  the  keeper  of  the  feal 

Union.     It  is  his  office  to  counterfign  t 

and  to  promulgate  them  ;  he  has  the  cu 

the  papers  of  the  old  congrefs,  and   h 

fun(9ions;  but  his  principal  employme 

tranfaA  affairs  with  foreign  powers. 

pences  incurred  for  foreign  atfairs  amoui 

the  four  lirft  years  after  the  ratification  of 

conflitution,  to   no  more  than  forty   t 

dollars  annually.     Since  tliat  period  the 

of  the  minifters  and  confuls  of  the  Unio 

reign  countries  being  encreafcd,  the  ordi: 

xiual  cxpenccs  for  foreign  atfairs  have  ar 

to  fixty  thoufand  dollars ;  and  the  expe 

tending  the  execution  of  the  different 

made  by  the  Union  during  the  laft  thrc 

have  occafioned  the  granting  of  c:vtraoi 

greatly  exceeding  the  amount  of  ordin 

pences.     The  treaty  with  Algiers  coft  th< 

more  than  nine  hundred  thoufand  dollan 

afiiount  of  expcnces,  ordinary  and  e^trao 
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foreign  affairs,  from  the  year  l  fQQ  to  this 
',,  is  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars, 
am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  UnitedStatcs 
tit  have  fpared  a  great  part  of  this  expencc^ 
their  politics  been  directed  with  a  little  more 
om.  Nor  would  the  faving  of  money  have 
L  the  grcateft  advantage  they  would  have 
cd ;  it  is  probable  they  would  have  been  able 
lun  the  interior  troubles^  with  which  it  is  too 
1  they  are  now  menaced ;  to  avoid  the  very 
:ate  and  embarrafiing  fituations  in  which 
have  more  than  once  been  plunged,  and 
low  more  than  ever  involved ;  to  prelcrve  the 
ings  of  peace  for  many  years ;  to  fecure  the 
ence  of  the  Union,  which  is  the  Iburce  of 
•  ftrength,  and  which  cannot  be  fhaken  but 
ugh  their  conned:ion  with  foreign  countries ; 
word,  to  place  out  of  the  reach  of  dajiger 
independence  which:they  won  with  fo  much 
r  to  themfelves,  thq  right  to  which  cannot 
^ntelled,  but  which  has  no  longer  anyrreal 
ence,  except  in  the  mouths  of  their. own 
timers.  Proud  with  rcaibn  of  having  thrown 
he  opprcffivc  yoke  of  England,  the  United 
:s  were  too  ready  to  play  a  part  among  the 
us  of  Europe ;  and  to  involve  thcmfclves  in 
nterefts  of  foreign  powers,  from  which  na- 
had  mpft  h(^ppily  fcparatcd  them.     They 

involved 
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involved  themfclvcs  in  thofe  foreign  intcrc£7 
the  moment  they  lent  miniftcrs  to  foreign  court: 
and  received  their  miniftcrs  in  return ;  from 


moment  they  cxpofed  themfelves  to  the  dangc 
that  the  weak  are  placed  in  relative  to  the  fbroix 
among  nations  as  well  as  individuals ;  they  r< 
duced  themfelves  to  the  neccffity  of  pra<Bifi 
duplicity,  an  indiipenfable  condition,   when    1^  c 
who  is  weak  allies  himfelf  to  him  who  is  ftrong  ; 
and  the  more  indifpeniable  in  politics,  inafinucrli 
as  jufticc  has  been  hitherto  contemned  in  tha-t 
art,  the  will  of  the  more  powerful  being  the  onlj 
law.     In  receiving  foreign  miniftcrs,  tlicy  gave 
rife  to  intrigues,  the  more  dangerous,  bccaui^ 
their  mafters  believed  it  to  be  their  intereft   *o 
difturb  their  tranquillity,  and  check  their  growl- 
ing profperity.   In  a  ftate  where  political  conccrm^^s 
arc  as  yet  little  complicated,  the  reiidence  of  ft^" 
reign  minifters  is  more  mifchievous  than  in  othcr*^> 
even  when  they  have  received  no  inftruAior* 
from  their  courts  to  cultivate  intrigues,  yfliic^ 
is  a  cafe  difficult  to  imagine.     They  are  reai  J 
enough  to  render  themfclvcs  of  importance,  ait  ^ 
to  give  confcquence  to  their  employments;    ^' 
they  iucceed  in  ibme  underhand  pra<5lice,  if  tb^ 
corrupt  a  fccretary  of  ftate,  or  fomc  member  ^^ 
the  government,  if  they  pave  the  way  for  the  i^* 

fluence  and  interefts  o£  their  courts^  or  jfic0  ^ 

^     do 


IM 


I : 
h 
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[b,  they  are  iiire  to  win  iht  favour  c^  their 
lers^  for  courts  will  intrigue  every  where>  and 
have  a  party  wherever  they  can ;  add  thus 
r  pafs  for  men  of  talents  and  indufbry ;  and 
le  they  few  the  feeds  of  difcord  in  the  coun- 

1  where  they  refide,  they  create  a  title  to  re* 
ds,  and  gain  a  ftep  towrard  preferment.  And 
e  truths  arc  the  more  farming,  in  proportion 
he  cabinet  that  fends  the  ambaiTador  is  ftrong^ 

has  an  intereft  in  leiTening  the  power  of  the 

2  where  he  refides^  and  in  proportion  as  that 
tains  in  it  circumilances  dangerous  to  its  una- 
ity ;  in  a  word,  as  it  contains  more  or  leis 
hofe  circumilances  whoie  combination  forms 
cxiftence  of  the  United  States. 

7hc  ambafladors  of  Icfs  powerful  ftates  adl  on 
fame  principles ;  and  the  application  of  them 
ly  is  different.  They  flatter  the  opinions  of 
T  cabinets,  and  lull  them  with  ftatements  in 
ch  truth  is  not  ftric^iy  cohfulted ;  and  thus 
r  cultivate,  in  their  refpedlive  governments, 
lions  and  defigns  mifchievous  to  their  fubjedb* 
:  happens  that  they  belong  to  a  party  at  home, 
r  difpatches  take  the  colour  of  the  party.  It 
univerfal  paffion  to  be  of  importance  in  the 
Id,  but  the  agents  of  governments  are  the 
l  infcfted  by  it.  They  fill  their  difpatches 
1  hearfays,  converfations,  fufpicions  uttered 
ome,  denunciations  againft  others,  and  re- 
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ports  fpringing  from  their  prejudices  only.  Get 
which  they  draw  conclufions  that  fill  the  miim.^ 
of  their  employers  with  perplexities,  confir"^r- 
them  in  their  prejudices,  and  engage  them  i  j 
hafty  and  irtijx)litic  meafures. 

\Vhen  a  minifter  is  charged  with  a  negoci.^- 
tion>  the  danger  is  ftill  more  imminent.     Wi-t/i 
whatever  prudence  and  foreiigKt  his  cabinet  nn  ay: 
draw  up  his  inftruftions,  ftill  they  muft  incl\i<3e 
ibme  latitude.      The  ambaifador's  probity,    t»'s 
judgment,  and  his  information,  can  be  the  or^Iy 
guarantees  of  his  conforming  himfelf  to  his    ii^- 
ftru(5lions.     He  n>ay  even   involuntarily   exag- 
gerate, in  *  his  correfpondencc,  the  obftacles     i^^ 
has  to  encounter ;  he  may  mifcalculatc  the  ovc^- 
tures  that  arc  made  to  him,  on  the  part  of  tl^c 
ftate  with  whom  he  treats ;  if  he  is  to  be  co^' 
ruptcd,  the  miniftcrs  with  whom  he  has  to  d^^^ 
Will  not  fail  to  givehim  his  price,  and  he  WxJI 
con/cnt  to  a  treaty  which  facrificcs  Ibme  of  tl*^ 
articles  of  his  inftruclions,   or  includes  article* 
not  to  be  fouiid  in  them.     In  a  word,  he  w'**' 
agree  to  fomething  contrary  to  the  intentions  ^ 
his  court.     How  many  more  topics  of  the  fatt^^    I 
kind   might  thcfe  obfcrvations  include  ? — ^It    ^    | 
true  the  ratification  of  fuch  a  treaty  is  not  i^* 
cvitablc  ;  but  the  government  of  a  ftate,  alrc^^J 
weak,  is  not  in  the  fame  condition  to  rcftife  tl*^ 

ratificati*^^ 
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cation  of  a  treaty,  iigned  by  its  ambaflado*^ 
a  powerful  ftate  is ;  and  the  danger  that  may 
icurred  by  the  refufal  gives  great  opportunity 
trigue  for  the  ratification  of  fuch  a  treaty* 
weak  flate,  which  fends  and  receives  ambaf-' 
•s,  and  would  mingle  in  the  concerns  of 
!rful  ftates,  can  fcarcely  avoid  being  drawn 
a  party;  its  ambition  and  vanity  will  often 
Y  it  on  in  a  direftion  contrary  to  its  ufuai 
y ;  and  it  never  belong^  to  fuch  a  ftate  to 

a  part  in  the  differences  of  other  govcjni- 
ts,  by  which  it  only  hazards  its  own  profpc- 
and  fometimcs  endangers  its  cxiftencc.  ■ 
ad  the  United  States,^  after  the  glorious  war 

had  maintained  for  their  independence, 
ed  their  ports  to  all  nations  with  ^qual^  ad-^ 
ages,  and  permittee!  their  merchants  to  trade 
ever  their  intereft  led  them,  and  had  been 
enough  to  abftain  from  all  other  foreign  rer 
as,  they  Would  have  approached  nearer^  thait 
efont  to  the  obje<5l  t^ey  defire,  of  being  a 
rjful  government.  In  the  midft  of  internal 
juiility,  they  might  have  filled  their  arfenals, 
5cd  their  harbours,  collcAed  timber  for  the 
ling  fliips  of  war,  which  they  need  pot  have 
fix>m  their  ports  till  they  were  ftrong  enough 
roteA  the  American  flag ;  they  m^^t  have 
>ed  from  their  prefent  fituation,  ia  which 

they 
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they  arc  torn  by  dortieltic  difientionsj  Iwaycd 
foreign  influence,  and,  in  truth,  lefs  independ< 
than  they  were  on  the  4th  of  July,  1 7^6 — whicJi 
fituanon  is  the  entire  refult  of  the  politics  of  tho 
government,  for  their  population  is  doubled^  their 
-wyealth  increaied,  and  their  people  induftrioixsj 
enterpriiing,  fagacious,  and  honeft. 

My  opinion  will,  no  doubt,  find  many  oppo- 
nents,  and  more  efpecially  in  America ;  but  if  it 
be  well  examined,  I  believe  it  will  find  alio  raariy 
partizans.  As  to  myielf,  I  am  {o  penetrated  widx 
the  convidion  of  its  iblidity,  fince  my  refidenoe 
here  has  given  me  ibme  knowledge  of  the  affaU^ 
of  the  country,  that  I  do  not  hefitate  to  pro- 
nounce— ^that  the  independence  of  the  ftates,  an.o 
the  tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  the  people  C^ 
people  ib  worthy  of  repoie,  and  {o  admirabl^J 
placed  by  nature  to  poflefs  a  durable  repofe),  iffi** 
never  be  enfurcd  till  the  day  in  which  the  g^^* 
vemment  deftroys  all  political  ties  With  Europ^^ 
By  that  policy,  it  is  not  perhaps  yet  too  late  *^ 
fecure  the  profpcrity  of  America,  although  vC^'^ 
finite  mifchicfs  have  been  occafioned  by  the  ft^ 
reign  connedlions  the  government  has  cultivat^^ 
during  the  lafl  fourteen  years. 

In  exprciiing  my  opinion  on  the  dangers  i^^* 
curred  bjf  feeble  ftates  in  their  conne<^ons  vvi** 
powerful  ones,  it  is  America,  and  America  in  b^ 

prcfc^^ 
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5fcfent  fituation,  that  I  have  had  in  view.  If 
nail  ftatcs,  fuch  as  Genoa  or  Geneva,  fend  amr 
ITadors  to  powerful  nations,  it  is  to  fblicit  pro^ 
5fcon,  and  to  acquire  fubfidies ;  they  arc  dc(^ 
ed  to  be  inferior ;  they  can  never  be  a  grain  in 
political  balance ;  they  may,  therefore,  with- 
danger  to  themfelves,  indulge  in  diplomatic 
it:j\  Does  it  belong  to  the  United  States, 
Lted  by  nature  and  a  concurrence  of  circum- 
^ces  to  become  a  powerful  nation,  but  which 
never  fland  in  that  rank  except  through  the 
«iium  of  a  long  continued  peace,  to  endanger 
t  important  event  by  a  narrow  policy  ?  Can 
y  ever  doubt,  that  they  are  olgcAs  of  the  hatred 
their  former  maffers? — A  paffion  that  is  not 
^  real  for  being  enveloped  in  the  forms  of 
^ity.  Do  they  doubt,-  that  the  high  deftiny  to 
^^ch  nature  and  the  period  of  their  birth  called 
^tn,  is  an  6tge(S  of  the  jealoufy  of  the  political 

'^ight  of  Europe  ?   Have  they  not  to  fear  their 

» 

^ng  the  aliment  of  rivalry  anwng  the  Eurc^an 
W-crs,  in  the  midfl  of  whofe  contefls  they  can- 
t  remain  neuter  without  entire  pafiivenefs? 
t,  as  if  they  had  no  knowledge  of  thefe  truths, 
-y  have,  without  neceffity,  and  even  wilftilly, 
kcd  all  their  advantages,  and  engendered  ma- 
^cs  which  already  have  tainted  the  flatc  and 
caten  to  fpread  to  its  vitals,  to  gratify  the  vanity 

of 
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of  making  a  figure,  while  yet  in  infancy,  on  t 

political  theatre,  with  the  old  and  powerful 

of  Europe !     It  is  with  nations  as  with  indi'^^i- 

duals,  the  premature  ufe  of  the  genial  powers       is 

fucceeded  by  a  life  of  debility  and  early  decre^pi* 

tude. 

FINANCES  OF  I'HE  tfNlTED  STATES;  THEL  FK 
HISTORY,  AND  PRESENT  SITUATION  J  TAX-ES; 
REVENUES,    &C. 

The  new  conftitution  had  been  contemplated 
and  was  framed  to  give  the  federal  governmeat  a 
degree  of  power,  the  want  of  which  was  da-ily 
experienced  by  the  former  congrefs.  Its  weak- 
ness was  chiefly  felt  in  the  levying  of  taxes,  SL^ii 
the  contributions  of  the  fcvcral  dates  toward  the 
expcnces  of  the  Union,  The  demands  of  the 
war,  too  greatly  difproportioned  to  the  rcfou^^cs 
of  the  United  States,  had  not  been  complet^y 
fatisfied  by  the  loans  which  France  and  ttieif 
other  allies  furnifhed  witli  a  gencrofity  that  n^ciV^ 
feems  utterly  forgotten.  The  congrefs,  coO' 
vinced  as  it  was  of  the  evils  of  a  paper  currer*^' 
which  had  no  exilling  funds*  for  its  foundati^^j 
was  nevcrthclefs  forced  into  a  prodigious  emi(Ix<^^ 
of  that  currency,  having  no  guarantee  but  the 
faitlx  of  a  public  deflltutc  of  all  means  of  rcp^X* 
mcnt.     The  paper  iffucd  by  the  fcvcral  fl***^ 
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in  fimilar  abundance ;  and  throughout  it  was 
rcciated  almoft  to  nothing.  This  debt  was 
€  univerfally  provided  for ;  funds  were  to  be 
id  for  the  expences  of  the  general  govQrri- 
it;  the  neceffity  for  the  creating  a  lyfteno 
inance  was  apparent ;  and  the.  old  Congrei?, 
ing  the  importance  of  all  thcfe  duties,  by 'a 
A  declaration  in  1783,  pledged  the  hilHiour  o  ' 

United  States  for  the  payment  of  all  the 
He  creditors.  The  new  congrefs,  tft  the  clofe 
Its  firft  feffion,  in  September  1 789,  or4er«d 
fecretary  of  the  treafury  of  the  Union  to  hy 
)re  the  legiflature,  at  the  commencemient-of 
enfuing  feffion,  a  plan  for  the  reftoring  Qf 
lie  credit.  Mr.  Hamilton,  at  that  time 
fecretary  of  the  treafury,  acquitted  himfelf  of 

duty,  in  January  1 790  ;  and  the  congrcf9> 
pting  the  plan  laid  before  them,  pafled  a 
,  on  the  4  th  of  Auguft  in  the  fame  year, 
>fe  objeft  was  the  payment  of  the  national 
t.  This  law  funded  the  debt  due  to  foreign 
ions,  as  well  as  to  the  creditors  at  home ; 
ing  to  the  debt,  not  only  a  long  arrear  of  in- 
rfl,  but  intereft  upon  intereft.  The  debt  due 
foreign  nations  amounted  to  eleven  millions 
«  hundred  and  eight  thoufand  one  hundred 
:  .eighty-eight  dollars;  and  the  domeftic  debt 
>rty  millions  nine  hundred  and  five  thoufand 
ox.  IV.  C  G  four 
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four  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars;  mating" 
together  fifty-two  millions  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fe\xnty-thrcc 
dollars.  The  prcfidcnt  of  the  United  States  was 
authorized  to  borrow  tvvehc  millions  of  dollar?, 
on  the  beft  terms  he  could  obtain,  to  pay  the 
foreign  debt.  As  to  the  loati  to  extinguifli  the 
domeftic  debt,  the  arrears  of  intcrefl,  and  certifi- 
cates of  intereft  due,  a  paper  then  in  circulation, 
were  received  as  part  of  it,  and  ftmded  at  anin- 
iercil  of  three  per  cent.  The  capital  of  the  debt, 
comprifing  the  paper  money  then  in  circulation^ 
was  fimded  at  an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent ;  wth 
a  provifion  that  a  tlirrd  of  the  debt  thus  ftinded 
fhould  not  receive  intcrcflr  till  the  expiration  of 
ten  years,  that  is  to  fay,  till  the  year  I8na,  and 
this  part  of  the  debt  was  for  that  rrafon  funded 
under  the  name  of  the  deferred Jloc\  ;  while  tw 
other  funds  were  created,  one  of  three  per  cent, 
and  one  of  fix  per  cent,  to  fulfil  engagements  of 
the  ftatc.  The  deferred  ftock  was  to  be  redeemed 
by  the  treafury,  in  the  proportion  of  eight  per 
cent  per  annum,  which  provifion  was  regarded  a* 
akind  of  compcnfatioii  for  the  fufpcnfion  during 
ten  years  of  the  payment  of  the  intereft.  The 
difFcrent  Aind:?  wrre  redeemable  alfo  by  the  coo- 
'gre(s  by  annuities  for  twenty-three  years,  at  ci^ 

per  cent  per  annum^  but  which  could  not  in  rfiat 

cafe 
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fe  be  afterwards  redeemed  by  any  other  ftind. 
ic  fame  law  contained  provifions  to  make  the 
lion  reiponlible  for  the  debts  of  the  difF«rent 
tes.  It  authorized  a  loan  of  twenty-one  mil- 
is  five  hundred  thoufand  dolkirs ;  and  per- 
ttcd  to  be  received,  as  fubfcriptions  to  the 
n,  certificates  of  debts  of  the  fever^l  ftates  for 
litaiy  fervice,  or  furnifhing  of  provifions  during 
:  war,  limiting  the  fums  which  each  ftate  might 
►fcribc  in  this  manner.  A  third  of  the  debts 
IS  funded  bore  an  interefl  of  three  per  cent ; 
I  the  remaining  two-thirds  an  interefl  of  fix 
cent,  but  one-half  of  the  fii  per  cents  was  not 
cceive  interefl  till  after  the  year  1800.  The 
fcriptiohs  to  this  loan  were  to  be  made  within 
:ertain  time ;  but  the  period  was  afterwards 
ended.  The  fame  law  appointed  commif- 
lers  to  rcfide  in  each  flate,  to  verify  the  titles 
:laimants,  to  give  certificates,  pay  the  intereft ; 
a  word,  to  tranfa<fl  all  bufincfs  relative  to  this 
n  under  the  authority  of  the  fccrctary  of  the 
ifury.  The  holders  of  certificates  of  debts  due 
m  any  of  the  flates,  who  were  unwilling  to 
•fcribeto  the  loan,  received  an  interefl  of  three 
cent  on  that  paper. 

The  plan  of  transferring  the.  refponfibility  for 

debts  of  the  fevcral  flates  to  the  congrcfs  was. 

:  adopted  without  long  debates.     No  oppofi- 

C  c  2  tlOXL 


388  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

tion  was  made  to  the  funding  of  the  foreign  debt* 
nor  even  that  of  the  domcftlc  debt,  butwha^*^ 
fhould  be  admitted  into  the  latter,  and  the  mai*-- 
ncr  of  redeeming  it,   occafioned   great  ifputc^- 
Thofe  who  oppofed  the  funding  of  the  debts  o^ 
the  fcvcral   flatcs  argued,  that  tlie   claims  were 
almoft  obfolete;  that  neither  the   intercft,  nor 
any  part  of  the  principal   had  been   paid;  that 
they  had   fallen  to  an  eighth  of  their  origiM/ 
v'dhir  ;  and  that  in  all   probability  they  woulrf 
continue  to  fall  till  they  fliould  be  extinA.    A 
large  portion  of  thcfc  debts  had  been  incurred 
for  ncccfUiries  for  the  troops  during  the  war,  ata 
nominal  price  greatly  above  the  value  of  the  arti- 
cle ^,  owing  to  the  fcarcity  of  money  in  the  haiA 
of  the  congrefs,  and  the  uncertainty  of  its  futuic 
power  of  payment;    and   another   confidcrabk j 
portion  accrued  from  paper  given  to  the  militaij 
for  pay.     The  perfons  who  originally  held  boA 
thcfc  fpccics  of  paper  had  fold  them  at  a  vOJ 
low  rate,  fomc  being  compelled  to  do  fo  by  thai 
own  neceffities,  and  others  havlnur  loft  all  confr. 
dencc  in  the  paper.     Tiic  prefcnt  holders  woe 
fpeculators,  who  had   acquired  them   for  litdc 
or  noUiing  from  thofc  who,  by  their  real  ferviccSi 
were  perfons  truly  entitled  to  the  amount  of  thc' 
debts.    The  oppoiers  of  the  plan  therefore  argiuA 
that  the  difcharge  of  thofc  debts  in  the  hands  o( 

the 
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e  prcfcnt  holders  of  that  property,  would  be 
I  injuftice  to  the  contraftors  and  Ibldiers,  to 
iiom  they  were  in  fad:  due ;  an  infult  to  the 
iftrcfs  that  compelled  them  to  transfer  their 
taims  for  very  inferior  compenfations,  and  an 
pen  proteftion  given  to  public  rapacity  and  job- 
ing,  whofe  ill  efFeAs  were  uniformly  acknow- 
dged. 

The  propofition  of  the  opponents  of  the  fccrc- 
ty's  plan  was,  that  debts  verified  by  the  ccrti- 
sites  of  congrcfs  fliould  be  paid  at  their  original 
iminal  value ;  but  that  the  holders  of  luch  cer- 
icates  Ihould  receive  no  more  than  a  portioa 
[uivalent  to  the  higheft  price  they  had  borne 
:  the  market  from  the  time  of  their  purchaic 
I  them  till  the  acceptance  of  the  prcfent  con-^ 
itution,  and  that  the  furplus  Ihould  be  paid  to 
Ic  original  creditors  of  the  ftate. 

The  partizans  of  the  fecretary's  plan  appealed 
>  the  declarations  of  the  old  congrefs  in  the 
leation  of  the  titles  to  this  fpecies  of  debt. 
Jicy  had  been  given  for  claims  of  the  original 
B^fibrs,  or  perlbns  whom  they  had  reprefented ; 
be  prefent  holders  had  incurred  the  hazard  of  a 
Bl  greater  fall  in  the  value  of  thefe  certificates, 
id  even  of  their  annihilation,  a  danger  to  which 
fe  original  polTcflbrs  had  preferred  a  lofs  by  the 
(b  of  them ;  the  market  was  open,  and  the  cer- 
I  *  C  c  3  tificates 
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tificates  fold  on  the  principle  of  other  poffcffiorUt 
and  the  right  of  the  prefent  holders  was  not  to 
be  infringed  without  a  public  injuftice.  To 
thefe  reafonings  it  was  added,  that  the  difficulties 
and  delays  that  would  attend  the  plan  of  the 
other  party  would  render  it  impradlicable. 

The  two  opinions  were  fupportcd  with  a  great 
deal  of  moderation ;  but  with  pertinacity  and 
plaufibility  on  both  fides.  Thofe  who  contended 
for  limiting  the  payment  of  the  prefent  holdcfl 
of  the  certificates  to  the  higheft  price  they  hd 
borne  in  their  pofleflion,  and  to  pay  the  furplus 
to  the  original  poflefTors,  argued  with  moft  equiqri 
for  it  was  known  that  the  greateft  bulk  of  the 
original  poireffors,  moft  of  whom  were  foldietSi 
had  been  driven  to  fell  their  certificates,  either 
by  extreme  diftrefs,  or  by  the  artifices  of  jobben 
to  excite  alarms  for  the  validity  of  thofc  debts; 
and  that  the  prefent  poflTeirors  were  fpeculato* 
well  informed  of  the  intentions  of  leading  mew 
and  the  real  ftate  of  things,  and  who  difbuiici 
only  inconfidcrablc  funis  for  thofe  certificates,  thf 
lofs  of  the  whole  of  which  would  little  ,affe& 
their  fortunes ;  and  that  the  greater  part  of  thcfc 
were  foreigners,  who  had  entered  into  thcic  fp^ 
culatipns  for  the  purpofes  of  plunder.  The  pif- 
tizans  of  the  plan  that  was  adopted  had  nsaforill 
of  fiuancc  on  their  fide,  foraoing  a  morally  kf 

no 
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o  means  equitable,  but  politic,  and  abildutelj 
tcceffary  to  the  reftoration  of  credit,  on  which 
i^td:  the  congrcfs  was  imxiiediatciy  employed^ 
laid  it  is  to  be  obfcrved,  that  the  confidence  of 
be  holders  of  certificates  in  the  go.wmment  for 
:>me  liberal  funding  of  the  d^bt  was  fuch,  tha,fc 
his  puper  had  rifen  four  hundred  per  ^^t,  flnc^ 
he  adoption  of  the  new  conititution. 

The  refolution  to  which  the  co^gitO  cam^ 
n  the  fubje<ft  fuddenly  created  immcnfe  for- 
unes.  Speculators  bought  up  thi  paper  from 
«ie  end  of  the  United  States  to  the  other.  At 
^cw  York,  where  the  congrcfs  then  held  its  fit- 
ihgB,  its  price  rofe  and  fell  daily,  as  the  fpqakers 
tti  one  fide  or  the  other  fccrnqd  to  gain  the  ad- 
^tage.  Many  members  of  both  houfcs  entere4 
ttto  this  traflic-  Mr.  Hamilton,  tlie  author  of 
ic  plan  adopted  by  congre.fs,  was  univerfally  ac* 
juitted  of  this  dalhonourable  conduct,  and  uni- 
«rfajly  received  the  tribute  due  to  his  integrity* 

The  plan  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  for 
he  adoption  of  the  debts  of  the  feverai  ftatcs  by 
he  Union,  was  not  finally  accepted  without  fomc 
nodifications,  nor  till  after  it  had  been  once 
tjo&^fL  The  partizans  of  this  plan  argued,  that 
ic  debts  contraftcd  by  the  feverai  liatcs  for 
Lcir  particular  defence,  was,  notwidiftanding, 
r  the  common  cauic,  and  was  in  reality  the 

C  c  4  debt 
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debt  of  the  Union — that  the  feveral  ftatcs  would 
encounter  greater  difficulties  in   raifing  taxes  to 
difcharge  their  debts  than  the  Union,  the  losing 
bf- various  taxes  being  prohibited  them  by  the 
toDftltutioii ;  that  fuch  taxes  as  they  could  Ictj 
jwouldonly  have  a  partial  and  inadequate  effect 
■and  m  one  llate  might  be  in  prejudice   to  tlie 
means  cmploved'by  other  ftates  lor  the  lame  puf! 
pofe,  while"  the  Union   might  employ  unifoi 
means    throughout    the    whole    Hates,    withoil 
clafliing  of  intcr^fts,   and  with  a  faving  to  thi 
particular  dates,  and  with  more  perfedl  fecuril] 
to   the  public  creditors,  who  would  all  by  th^ 
means  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  ;   that  t 
offices  eftablifliad  by  the  Union  in  the  fcvo 
ftatea  for  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  of  the  co 
grefs,  might  be  charged  with   the  liquidations 
thel'e  debts,   and  a  great  faving  made  in  tl 
heavy    but    necelTary  cxpence;  and    laftly,   thi 
this  plan  would  tend  to  confolidate  the  force 
the  federal   government,  by  ailylng  the  crcdJR 
of  the  feveral  ilatcs  to  the  intercfb  of  the  UnJO 
Their  opponents  maintained,  that  thefc  dc! 
were  neither  known  in  their  amount,  nor  tbd 
fcveral  kinds;  that,  previous  to  any  difcufiioni 
the  utility  of  the  plan,  the  nature  and  value 
thefc  debts  fliould  be  afcertained,  and  thofc  coi 
ttsft^d  (ot  the  defence  of  the  TcVtral  ftatcs-dillia 
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guiflied  from  fuch  as  were  occafioned  by  a  negkd^ 
of  levying  the  taxes,  and  a  report  made  by  the 
commiflioncrs  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of  ftrik- 
ing  the  balances  of  the  lums  refpedlively  d!ue 
from  the  Union  to  the  feveral  ftates,  arid  from 
the  ftates  to  the  Union ;  that  from  thefe  balances 
would  refult  the  real  debts  of  the  feveral  ftates, 
which  the  Union  might  afterward,  if  it  were 
found  advifeable,  confolidate  with  its  own  debts, 
which  meafure  would  otherwifc  be  rafh,  and 
without  any  knowledge  of  its  extent  and  its  ope- 
ration; and  that  to  augment  the  debt  of  the 
Union,  by  adding  to  it  thofe  of  the  feveral  ftates, 
would  deprefs  the  national  credit,  augment  the 
paper  in  circulation,  and  cherifti  that  Ipirit  of 
public  gambling,  whofc  evil  confequences  were 
already  perceived  and  whofe  dangers  were  daily 
jncreafing. 

The  partizans  of  the  plan  replied,  that  the  na- 
tional credit  could  never  be  firmly  eftablifhed 
without  the  confolidation  of  all  the  debts  of  the 
country  ;  that  all  delay  in  the  effcAing  fuch  con- 
folidation would  intercept  the  benefits  expecfted 
from  the  confolidation  of  the  proper  debts  of  the 
congrefs,  in  the  diminution  of  the  intereft  of 
money,  and  the  raifing  the  value  of  the  funds ; 
and  that  returns  of  the  balances  between  the 
feveral  ftates  and  the  Union  might   be   made 

with 


lana  dollars  was  auth 

It  is  to  be  ohfcncd 

tion  was  Hot  eft"c<5lcd 

among  the  deputies  t 

the  intcrefts  of  their 

Hates,  comprifing  Ne, 

debtors.     MaffachuTet 

«f  dollars.     In  l;87,  , 

in  that  ftate,  of  which 

the  caufe,  or  at  Icaft  tl 

was  not  willing  again 

by  the  kiting  new  tax 

if  it  had  itsowndcbt  to 

was  therefore  particular 

tion  of  the  plan.     The 

contrary,  were  all,   with 

Carolina,  creditors  of  th 
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"irginia  was  the  principal  public  creditor.  On 
le  other  hand,  the  eaftcm  dates  had  an  intereft 
1  preferring  the  feat  of  the  government  at  New 
''ork ;  but  this  was  not  fufficient  to  weigh  with 
le  intereft  they  had  in  the  confoHdation  of  the 
cbts  of  the  ftate.  Their  deputies,  therefore, 
lade  a  compromifc  with  thofe  of  the  Ibuthcrn 
atcs,  agreeing  to  vote  for  the  feat  of  the  federal 
overnmcnt  being  placed  on  the  Potowmack,  on 
ondition  of  the  others  voting  for  the  confolida- 
lon  of  the  debts.  The  ftate  of  Penniylvania, 
Ithough  among  the  debtors,  was  not  embarraffcd 
^'ith  its  debt,  having  fufficient  means  of  its  ex- 
Iniftion ;  but  a  promife  was  made  to  its  deputies, 
hat  the  provincial  feat  of  the  government  (hould 
•c  at  Philadelphia  for  ten  years,  and  they  were 
lOt  without  hopes  of  prcfcrving  it  for  a  longer 
erm,  and  therefore  acceded  to  the  fecret  treaty. 
Thus  the  plan  of  confolidation  paflbd. 

It  was  provided,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
iims  that  appeared  to  be  owing  by  the  feveral 
lates  Ihould  be  taken  as  fuch  by  the  Union,  with- 
)ut  previous  examination,  and  Ihould  be  placed 
6  the  credit  of  fuch  ftates  in  their  accounts  with 
he  Union ;  &nd  that  the  balance  which  Ihould 
ppear,  by  the  iEinaV  accounts  of  the  commif- 
ioncrs,  due  to  any  of  the  ftates,  fhould  be  funded 
n  their  favour  by  the  Union,  which  was  to  re- 
main 


f  ve  hundred  and  icwtitce 
»nd  eiglity-iour  (.'.ulUirs ; 
other  Hates,  namely,  T\ 
Delawiirc,  Marvland,  Vir 
Hna,  to  the  fame  fum. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  in  a  v 
en  the  finances  of  the  U 
poblilhcd  in  1 7<)0,  fpeaks 
ner  of  this  meafiire.  "  ''- 
SHnounted  to  the  greatel 
^icration  of  this  pian,  foui 
fidcrable  creditors  of  the  U: 
hzs  fliewn,  that  this  -great 
which  the  Union  has  cIi 
giving  ftrepgth  to.tl>e  fed 
occftfiqned  more  difcmitent 
fore ;  not  only  by  the  in- 
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^cral  belief,  that  the  fpeculations  arid  intereafts  of 
individuals  had  more  influence  in  the  adoption  of 
the  plan  than  any  other  confidcration.     And  al- 
iough  it   may  feem  indifFercnti   whether  the 
r-ms  neceflary  to  dllchargc  thefe  debts  be  levied 
t   the  people  by  the  federal  government  or  by 
s    feveral  ftates,  ^  yet  the  difficulty  the  fedcraJ 
^'"^mmcnt  finds  in  augmenting  its  revenues  by 
'    ^xcifc,  licenfes,  &c. — the  rapid  progrcfs  which 
.  i  ^idual  flates  have  made  for  the  extinftion  of 
-  i  J  refpe(ilive  debts,  and  the  fituation  of  the 
s  whofe    debts   were   not  adopted  by  the 
,  becaufe  they  w  ere  on  the  final  account 
cbtors,  are  fufficicnt  proofs,  that  a  great  part 
he  additional  debt  -which  now  refls  on  the 
.  on  would  at  this  day  have  been  cxtinguifhcd 
^he  rcfources  of  the  fcvcral  Hates,  if  it  had 
been  confolidated  with  that  of  the  Umon.** 
his  writer  adds — *^  That,  had  .the  confblida- 
of  the  debts  of  the  feveral  ftates  with  thofe 
lie  Union  been  poflponed  till  the  final  fettlc- 
of  accounts  by  the  commilfioners,  the  debt 
he  federal  government  would  have  amounted 
o  mcj  c  than  eleven  millions  fix  hundred  and 
"^^^  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dol- 
*^:>    inflead  of  twenty-two  millions  four  hun- 
^  ^  and  ninety-two  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
Stity-fivc  dollars,   which  were   acknowledged 

and 


J.  lie  idvv  ciiat  conlolidatcs  ti; 
of  debts,  p!cdc:cs  the  public 
bliflimcnt  of  funds  for  the  pa 
granted  on  loans ;  and  it  fets  i 
ing  to  the  Union,  in  the  terri 
to  be  fold,  to  create  a  finkino 
tinftion  of  the  national  debt. 

A  fumof  a  hundred  and  nim 
dollars  was  due  to  foreign  offic 
the  American  army  during  the 
defined  to  be  paid  out  of  th 
Europe,  and  has  been  faithfully 
as  claims  have  been  made,  whic 
to  a  hundred  and  twenty-three 

Since  the  year  1 790,  the  con 
an  office  for  the  reduftjon  of  t 
compofed  of  the  prefident  of 
chief-juftice.  thf.  0-^r*.f->-..  -^  ^ 
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Uions  of  dollars^  to  pay  certain  furas  and  their 
crefts,  which  the.  government  trerc  engag^ 
difcharge  that  year.  The  bank  of  the  United 
rtcs  was  authorifed,  by  the  fame  law,  to  fur- 
h  this  loan,  or  fubfcribe  to  it  in  part.  The 
kds  already  in  exiftence  were  received  as  fob- 
ptions  to  the  loan  ;  the  commiflioners  had  a 
?ecr  to  fell  at  their  difcretion,  the  feveral  forts 
Funds  (three  per  cents,  fix  per  cents,  or  deferred 
i)  which  they  had  in  their  hands,  to  difcharge 

whole,  or  part  of  the  fums  and  interefts  that 

loan  was  meant  to  extinguilh,  provided  that 
y  did  not  fell  more  than  one  half  of  foch 
.ds  at  a  price  below  par ;  they  were  alfo  aii- 
irifcd  to  fell  the  fhares  of  the  bank  which  be- 
ged  to  the  Union,  The  new  debt  thus  created 
this  loan,  the  receipts  for  which  bore  an  inte- 
:  of  fix  per  cent,  ^was  not  to  be  redeemed  till 

commencement  of  the  year  1810. 
The  congrefs  had  incorporated  the  bank  of  the 
ited  States ;  and  that  bank  had   afterwards 
anced  to  the  Union  two  millions  of  dollars, 
which  amount  the  Union  had  fobforibed  in 

formation  of  its  capital,  and  thcie  two  mil* 
IS  were  to  be  repaid  in  ten -years-,  by  equal  pay- 
tits.  The  congrefs  afterward^  authorised  that 
tk  to  advance  the  Union  three  miUions  more ; 
I  again>  five  milUens,  in  1700,  as  I  have  be- 
fore 


^^j..ji.iiL  ui  luca  loans. 

The  debt  of  tlic  U: 
amounted  to  ieventy-tw 
and  thirteen  thouland  t\ 
four  dollars;  and  in  I/QQ 
lions  iix  hundred  and  nine 
hundred  and  ten  dollars, 
creafed  by  the  fum  of  fi: 
thoufand  one  hundred  an 
though  the  office  for  the  re 
debt  had  extinguiflied  tw( 
dred  and  feven  thoufand  i 
one  dollars,  and  although  t1 
in  that  period  enjoyed  a 
have  been  favoured  with 
ufually  enable  a  ftate  to 
finances.. 

A  greater  economv  m  t^ 
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mal  debt  if  war  or  fome  great  internal  coil- 
oa  did  not  arreft  their  progrefs.  The  na- 
il debt>  according  to  engagements  made  with 
public  Creditors,  and  plans  prefented  to  the 
;reis  and  adopted  by  it,  is  to  be  entirely  ex- 
liihed  in  1823. 
he  office  for  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt 

in  its  Creation,  like  all  fuch  meafures>  the 
3:  of  raifing  the  public  credit,  by  a  profpeft 
t  extinction  of  the  debt;  It  was  defigned 
e  ftrengthened  by  the  eftablifhment  of  the 

of  the  United  States,  which  made  part  of 
general  iyftem  of  finance  propofcd  by  the 
tary  of  the  trcafury.  This  bank  was  inpor- 
*d  in  1791,  with  .a  capital  of  ten  tnillions 
>llarSj  two  millions  of  which  were  fubfcribed 
he  United  States^  who  were  not,  however, 
)elled  to  make  good  the  fubfcription  at  the 
d  iiiipofed  on  the  other  fubfcribcrs.  The 
ining  eight  millions  weire  furnifhed  by  the 
:ription  of  individuals ;  one-fourth  part  of 
h  was  payable  in  fpecie,.  and  the  other  in 
icates  of  debt.  The  commiffioners  for  the 
3ion  of  the  national  debt  employed  a  mil- 
:)f  dollars  in  the  extinftion  of  this  paper. 
1  certificates  of  debt  amounting  to  feven 
3J1S  of  dollars  difappearcd  in  the  firft  year- 
>L.  IV.  D  d         ^ .  The 


conititution  of  the  1 

Ifi.  The  incorjior 

Certain  privileges,  ti! 

2d.  Tiic  power  I 

teh  millions  of  dollar 

3d.  The  power  ( 

amount  of  fifteen  m 

or  real  eftates,  incluc 

4thi  Of  eftablilhin 

fuch  afliftant  banks 

expedient. 

5tli.  The  formatii 
the  bank,  confining 
dircdors,  and  a  cafhi. 
0th.  A  prohibitior 
but'that  properly  bcl( 
chafe  any  part  of  the 
than  ftr  tvr  on-*  r„_  . 


/ 
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I  double  the  fum  cxifting  in  the  cofiers  of 

bank. 

th,  A  prohibition  to  lend,  without  ^n  cxprcfs 

■  • 

of  the  United  States,  more  than  a  hundred 
ifand  dollars  to  the  federal  government,  or 
e  than  f.ftv  thoufand  to  any  one  of  the  ftates, 
3  any  foreign  prince  or  power. 
:h.  An  obligation  to  lay  before  the  fccretary 
le  trcafuiy  a  ftatemeiit  of  the  adual  fituation 
le  bank,  whenever  he  Ihould  demand  fuch 
:ment,  with  ti  power  given  to  that  officer 
beck  fuch  accounts  wiUi  the  books  of  the 
i. 

Dth.  A  provifion  to  make  the-  notes  of  the 
c  legal  payment,  in  all  the  offices  of  the 
ted  States, 

I  th.  The  pledge  of  the  public  faith,  to  efta- 
L  no  other  bank  in  the  United  States,  during 
term  of  the  charter  granted  to  this  bank, 
/^ithout  entering  into  an  examination  of  the 
re  of  the  fecurity  of  Ihares  in  a  bank,  whofc 
nal  capital  fliould  be  formed  like  that  of  the 
c  of  the  United  States,  and  w^hich,  placed 
lediately  under  the  influence  of  government, 
bt,  in  times  of  ncceffity,  be  compelled,  by  a 
of  congrefs,  to  furniffi  the  loans  that  cir- 
ftanccs   rendered  ncccflarv*  I  Ihall  onlv  ob- 

D  d  2  fervc 


without  any  new  fan^ 
prcfcnt  ftatc  of  the  ni 
this  clrcumllancc ;  wi 
the  loans  would  not  h: 
a  greater  economy  wc 
the  expenditure  of  tl 
grefs,  perceiving  the 
-the  public  revenues,  a 
balance  them  by  taxes 
and  which  at  prcfent 
a  degree  that  would  r 
they  been  earlier  corr 
— taxei  which,  howei 
prefent  fupcrfede  the 
the  rcJemption  of  ft 
redeemed  at  fixed  peri 
of  the  bank,  and  thoft 
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. »        ■»     .  * 

oppoiition  to  many   perlbns  who  arc .  cfteemcd 

abl^  .  financiers.     I  Ihall  at  prcfent  confine  my.felf 

to   t Ixe  obfcrving,  that,  although  I  am  perfuaded 

of  ^l^ereal  and  important  utility  of  banks,  whsii 

theix"  affairs  are  adminiftercd  with  prudence  anfl 

cqxxity,  in  aiding  the  ctforts  of  commerce,  ia- 

duftiry,  and  agriculture,  and  adding  by  the  credit 

to    tlie  wealth  of  ^  ftate,  and  coufcq,uently  to.  its 

cau.fes  of  profperity ;  and  although  I  even  ac- 

kixo wledge  that  thefe  advantages  have  been .  de- 

rive<d  from  banks  by  the  United  States,  yet  the 

milchiefs  of  the  fyftem  on  whicli  banks  are  cou- 

J  '    ■  »        '    I  1*./  **-•    .-AAA, 

dudt^  appear  to  me  greatly  to  exceed  their  bene- 
fits. The  facility  with  which  abufes  creep  into 
thele  eftablilhmcnts  is  fo  great,  and  thefe  abufes 
^^c  io  powerfiilly  proteded  and  encouraged,  both 
Py  the  neceffitiesof  governments  and  the  rapacity 
^^  irxdividuals,  that  it  is  almoft  impofliblc  for  the 
'T^^^^ft  upright  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  their 
^^^rxagement  to  exclude  fuch  abufes.  Their  evils 
^^^  the  greater  in  a  country  where  banks  are  nu- 
"^^I'ous,  fpecic  fcarcc,  and  the  dcfirc  of  accumu- 
^^ic>n  the  common  defirc  of  the  inhabitants. 
liiltcrad  of  cheating  a  currency  4ovible  the,  amount 
P^  tihcir  real  capijtal,  banks,  create  one  ten  timcs> 
^J^d  even  twenty ^tfmcs  greater;  and  the  illufiofi 
wUIqIj  fucceeds  the  firfl  mpmcnts  of  commeccial 

D  d  3  profperity. 


inaJmuch  as  economj, 
nature  of  enterprifcs, 
can  be  attended  to.  T. 
ing  is  upheld  hy  an  opir 
being  impoverifhed  b) 
medium  a  new  caufc  of 
a  new'  activity  given  t 
portunity  given  to  indj 
the  gradual  iavings  of 
This  theory  is  no  bette 
of  ingenuity,  employed 
ftate  of  finance.  It  tci 
bounds,  that  mafs  of  i 
morphoicd,  in  the  eye 
necc'ffary  aliment  of  piib 
The  moft  ordinary  unde 
difcover,  that  there  mu 
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%  incrcafe  the  means  of  its  expenditure  ? 
e  is  the  government  that,  intoxicated  with 
^em  of  indefinitely  increaiing  its  debt,  is 
lily  haftcning  the  nation  it  directs  to  inevi- 
ruin  ?  The  period  of  reckoning  muft  at  lad 
,  when  the  people  will  not  and  cannot  pay 
which  arc  neither  employed  in  the  defence 
ly  other  fcrvice  of  the  nation,  but  are  raifcd 
y  to  pay  interefts  of  loans,  which  economy 

finances  would  have  rendered  unnecefTary ; 
vhen  things  have  attained  this  crifis,  the 

is  arrived  which  is  the  moft  dangerous  to 
anquillity  of  the  nation,  the  {lability  of  its 
nment,  and  the  happinefs  of  individuals, 
e  bank  of  the  United  States,  being  by  its 
;r  empowered  to  eftablilh  afliftant  banks  in 
)arts  of  the  United  States  as  it  Ihould  deem 
ient,  has  already  eftabliihcd  four — one  at 
York,  one  at  Bofton,  one  at  Baltimore,  and 
:  Charlefton ;  but  the  capitals  of  thefe  banks, 
n  in  America  by  the  name  of  brafich-banks, 
»t  exclufive  of  its  capital  of  ten  millions  of 
i.     The  following'  is  a  ftatement  of  the 

of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
)ecember  17Q0, 
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Debtor. 


Capital 

Dutch  loan 

Sums  belongingto 
the  government 
ofvthe  United 
Sutes* 

Sums  belongingto 
individuals 

Bank  notes  in  cir- 
culation 

Poft  notes  t 

Balanre  of  1796 

In te reft  on  loans 
ni  i^e  to  the  go- 
vernment 

f  roflts  referved  iii 
hand,  aiier pay- 
ment of  the  di- 
vidends 


Dollars. 

10,000,000 
760,000 


CrtHion 

fix  per 


Dollir —   M, 


431,242 

873,238 

795,901 
607,600 
232,873 


210,677 


In  the 

cents         -*      3,524,3 

Difcounted  bills    2,080, 

Due  from  the  go- 
vernment of  the 
Uniied  States     4,000, 

Specie       -  521,4 


.132,848 


The  capitals  of  the  feveral  branch-banh,  fiu^' 
pilhed  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  arc     ^^ 


follv)w : 


Dollars. 

Dalb 

New  York 

1,200,000    Baltimore 

40C),( 

Bofton      - 

7Q0,000    Charlefton 

500,( 

The  particular  ^ccouilts  of  the  branch-bat^^ 
make  part  of  the  general  account  of  the  bat^-*' 
of  ^he  United  States.  This  bank  creded  a  nc^^*^ 
building  in  1797,  in  which  it  has  tran"!fafttf^  - 
bufinefs  fmce  the  ifl  of  July  of  the  fame  yca^^* 
the  ground  on  which  it  flapds  coft  fourteen  thou^' 

*  Government  keeps  its  cafti  in  ^le  hank  of  the  Unittf^^ 

States.  *  .     ■      ►  •.  . 

t  Bih$  drawn  on  the  branch-banks,  . 

d 
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ad  dollars ;  and  the  coft  of  the  building  will 
cecd  a  hundred  thoufand.  The  dividends  of 
is  bank  are  eight  per  cent ;  and  its  ftiares  bear 
premium  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  per  cent. 
be  following  is  a  ftatement  of  the  prefent  price 
the  public  funds. 

Three  per  cents  -  50 

Six  per  cents  -  82 

Deferred  ftock  -  65 

The  public  engagements  are  difcharged  in  the 
:iited  States  with  the  greateft  punctuality ;  and 
2 *loan  granted  by  France  was  repaid  before  the 
ciod  of  its  being  due,  at  the  defire  of  the  Freach 
Temment. 

The  prefent  revenues  of  the  United  States  con- 
:  of  the  following  articles: — lit.  Duties  on 
inage,  and  on  the  importation  of  foreign  ar- 
les.,    2d.  Duties  on  fpirituous  liquors  diftilled 

the  United  States;  on  the  manufafture  of 
^acco ;  on  refining  of  fiigar ;  on  public  fales ; 

the  retailing  of  wine,  and  foreign  fpirituous 
\iors ;  and  on  carriages,  3d.  A  profit  on  the 
Rage  of  letters.  And  4th,  Dividends  of  fhares 
longing  to  the  government  in  the  bank  of  the 
lited  States, 

The  duties  on  tonnage  are  about  three  pence 
Ifpenny  ffer  ton  on  American  vefTels,  and  half 
loUar  per  ton  on  foreign  veflcb, 

Thc^ 
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The  following  is  a  tabic  of  the  tonnage  cir^ 
ployed  in  the  different  ports  of  the  United  State- 
during  the  laft  fevcn  years, 

American  Tonnage,  Foreign  Tonn^xge. 

In  1790,  Timu  Toni. 

Coaffing  vcflcis          113,181  Englifli      -       -         22a,63S 

YelTeb  employed  in  French        -        -       13,43B 

the  filhcries              26,522  Dutch         •          -         8,81— 

Yeflels  employed  in  Spanifli        -        -       8,55= 

foreign  trade          362,823  Danifh,    Pruffian, 

„ Hamburg,  &c.           5, IS 

502,626  

26  US^ 

Total  of  American  and  foreign  tonnage  for  the  yc«« 
767,08 1^. 

In  1791, 

Coafting  veflels    .      106,494  Engh'fli       -        -       210,6^ 

Veflefs  employed  in  French        -        -          8,9£^ 

tlic  fifheries             32,542  Other  nations              18,8«t 

Veflers  employed  in  

foreign  trade         363,854  238,4-^ 

502,890 
Total  for  the  year,  741,S50. 
Itt  17f^2, 

Coafting  veflels         120,997  Englifh       •       -        •«>6,r>^ 

Veflcts  employed  in  French        -        -        24,3"-^ 

the  liiherics             32,062  Other  nations              13,^  '^ 

Veffefs  employed  in  • 

foreign  trade          4 1 4,629  24  h^  ^ 

567,688 
Total  fot  the  year,  81 1,966. 
In  1793, 
Coafting  veflels  141,639     Englifti       •        -       100,1^ 

Veflels  employed  in  French         -         .      45,2^ 

the  filheries      ^       38,177     Other  nations      -       17,T^ 

Veflels  employed  in  

foreign  trade         458,864  163,Z^' 


618,680 
Total  for  the  year,  781,9Q6. 


Amerl^^ 
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uric&n  Tonnage.  foreign  T^unagt. 

^^y  Tons.  Toat. 

vefTcIs  192,686  Engljft        -        -        37,058 

inployedin  French         -         -       ll,24sr 

heries  27,260  Ofhcr  natioifS  34,667 

mplovedin  ■        

ti  trade  527, 1^4^  d2,i^74 


7n,140 
Total  for  the  year,  830, U4, 

veflels         171,918  r\  could  not 

mployed  in  Enalifh  •    P^^^ure  aa 

lierie5  34,102     p^ench  i    exaft  ftate- 

mployed  in  ^  .      nations  I    "™^"^  °^^^ 

1  trade  580,277     ^^^'^^  ^^""^"^  !    amount  of 

r "t,  each. 

786,297  62,000. 

Total  for  the  year,  843,297. 

►6, 

veflels         200,372     Englifh        -  -        19,669 

mployed  in                    French        -  -        2,055 

herics              33,920     Danilh       -  -         10,430 

mployed  in                    Swedifh        -  -         5,360 

1  trade          675,046     Anfeatic  Cities  4,987 

Ports  of  Italy  -          758 

913,338     Spain         -  -           2,449 

Portuguefe      -  -        637 

Dutch         -  -             301 


Total  for  the  year,  962,184. 


47,84S 


quantity  of  tonnage  in  the  preceding  table 
refped:  to  American  vefjcls,  the  quantity 
led  from  the  feveral  ports ;  and,  with  rc- 
o  foreign  veflels,  that  which  entered  the 
ports;  therefore,  as  moft  of  the  veflels 
return,  we  may  take  the  total  quantity  of 

tonnage 


value  ot  the  articles;  and 
Foreign  articles,  importci 
fubjed,  fince  the  month  o) 
cent  more  than  when  i 
veflels.  The  amount  of 
added  to  the  duty  on  t( 
made  by  the  fecretary  g 
amount  of  thefe  confolid 
jft  of  Auguft  1780.  to  th 
millions  three  hundred  ar 
two  hundred  and  fixty-tfa 
they  yielded  four  milHor 
thirty-one  thoufand  and  ' 
1703,  fix  millions  one  h 
thoufand  five  hundred  anc 
I  ^94,  fix  millions  feven  hi 
thoufahd  nine  hundred  an 
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after  the  following  deductions — firft,  drawbacks 
<yn  foreign  goods  re-exported  of  the  whole  duty^ 
except  one  per  cent.  Second,  drawbacks  on 
Spirituous  liquors  diftilled,  fugars  refined,  and  ten- 
bacco  manufa^red  in  the  dates,  when  thcfc 
articles  are  exported  to  foreign  countries.  Thirds 
bounties  given  to  the  fMherics,  which  vary  from 
a  dollar  and  a  half  to  two  dollarsr  and  a  half  pci^ 
ton,  according  to  the  lizc  of  the  vcflel  employed 
in  them*  There  ^  alio  a  bounty  on  evxiy  barrel 
of  fiih  falted  or  fmoked,  of  about  four  f^nce 
halfpenny.  Fourth,  the  expencc  of  collcftion  of 
the  duties>  which  amounts  to  about  five  per  cen^. 
Fines  for  fmuggling  foreign  articles  into  the 
ilates,  or  attempts  to  defraud  the  revenue,  arc  alfb 
-thrown  into  the  mafs  of  thefe  receipts.  But 
'.fmuggling  is  far  from  confiderable  in  the  United 
States,  the  duties  in  general  being  moderate.  It 
is  however  to  be  obferved,  that  the  produce  of 
the  duties  on  tea  is  dccreafed  nearly  half  within 
the  two  laft  years,  although  the  ufc  of  tea  is  far 
from  being  diminifhed.  The  fmuggling  of  this 
article,  for  it  muft  be  acknowledged  to  be  fuch, 
'  is  attributed  to  the  increafe  of  the  tax,  which 
is  from  eighteen  to  thirty  per  cent  for  teas 
coming  from  China>  and  higher  ftill  forthofc 
imported  from  Europe ;  and  alfb  to  the  facility 
of  fccretly  landing  that  article, 

Thct<: 


from  the  general  account 
The  duties  on  funic  arti 
augmented  m  the  lafl  fefTi 
monthof  March  1707.   ' 
liquors  diflilled  in  the  Ui 
impolcd  in  1704.     At  tl: 
pence  halfpenny  per  gallc 
made  from  molalTes,  and 
on  thofe  made  from  fruit 
tion  of  the  country.     In  1 
to  Gx  pence  per  gallon  or 
pence  on  the  latter ;  but  t 
on  liquors  of  inferior  qualii 
of  the  firft  quality  being  i 
per  gallon  when  made  (k 
pence  halfpenny  when  mai 
the  country.     This  tax,  cf 
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gallon  the  ftills  employed  could  contain* 

diftillcrs  generally  preferred  the  firft  mode, 

ufc  they  were  uncertain  of  occupying  their 

'^ills  the  whole  year,  and  becaufe  there  w^s  greater 

^p'portunity  to  elude  the  payment  of  the  duties 

^^^   tiHat  mode,  the  -diftilleries  being  fcattered  at 

S^^^t  diftanoes  throughout  the  ftatcs,   and  not 

^"crry   vigilantly   watched  by  the  officers  of  the 

'^xoile.     The  public  opinion  being  averie  to  this 

*^x,    it  never  was  univcrfally  colIe<fted.     Many 

P^t^s  of  fome  of  the  ftates,  and  even  entire  ftatcs, 

«^vc  refufcd  to  this  day  to  fubmit  to  this  tax, 

^OTigreis  therefore,   in  the  laft  feffion,  thought 

Proper  to  deprive  the  diftillcr  of  the'  option  tlic 

*^vv  formerly  gave  him  as  to  the  mode  of  paying 

^^G   tax,   and  enjoined  every  diftillcr  to  pay  a 

^^^^Ti^fition  in  proportion  to  the  Irze  of  his  ftills. 

-■^  tic  diftillcr  is,  however,  permitted  to  make  the 

^^^-^H poiition  only  for  two  weeks,  or  for  any  term 

'^tween  that  and  fix  months ;  the  compofition 

^^  two  Wxeks  is  three  pence  halfpenny  per  gal- 

^^3   for  fix  months  two  ftiillings  and  one  penny 

.  ^Ifpenny  per  gallon,  and  the  compofitions  bc- 

^"^^cu  thcfc  two  terms  are  in  the  fame  proportion, 

S^'^'ing  the  advantage  to  tho(c  who  fubfcribe  for 

^^    longer  term.     By  this  regulation  the  nuni- 

^^    of  excifemcn  is  diminiflied,  the  receipt  is 

^^Orc  produdivc,  and  the  inquifitiun  attached  to 
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that  fpecies  of  tax  is  narrowed  as  much  as  poinbl^X.^] 
The  tax  is>  notv^ithftanding,  a  burthen  on 
agriculture  and  induftry  of  the  country,  and 
a  branch  of  its  induftry  calculated  to  diminifh  thc-:Xhe 
employment  of  foreign  induftry  and  the  coinar-n- 
fiunption  of  foreign  produce. 

The  diftillcrics  that  make  fpirituous  liquotzzDrs 
from  molaflcs  being  chiefly  in  fea  ports,  and  h^^^ut 
few  in  number,   it  is  not  eafy  to  elude  the  duL»^  ty. 
Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  examination  of  the  rrz^rc- 
teipts  and  expences  of  coUcdion  of  the  vario«rz>us 
taxes  of  the  United  States,  calculates  the  expen^Hice 
of  collcftion  on  fpirituous  liquors  diftilled  frue"  nm 
the  produce  of  the  country  to  amount  to  nca^^'j 
thirty-four  per  cent,  while  thofe  on  fpirituous        li-  . 
quors  diftilled  from  molalfcs,  known  in  Amer^E^^ 
by  the  name  of  continental  rum,  amount  only       to 
fourteen  and  a  half  per  centi 

The  quantity  of  molaffes  imported  into  t  ^^ 
United  States  for  diftillation  amounted,  in  t:^^^ 
years  l/QO  and  1 791,  on  an  average  of  the  t^^*^ 
years,  to  fix  millions  fix  hundred  and  iixty  tho^^" 
land  gallons  per  annum.  In  1  796,  it  amount-^ 
only  to  three  millions  fix  hundred  and  nincty-*^^ 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fix  gallons. 

The  joint  net  produce  of  the  duties  on  thc^^^ 
tvvo  forts  of  fpirituous  liquors  in  the  laft  ^^ 
months  of  1791,  was  one  hundred  and  fixtO* 
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it  -thoufand  five  hundred  and  nincty-fcvcn  dol- 
5;  in  .1792,  four  hundred  and  forty-fix  thou- 
A  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars ;  in 
03,   five   hundred  and   thirty-nine  thoufand 
le  hundred  and  feventy-five  dollars ;  in  1 794, 
CO  hundred  fifty-three  thoufand  two  hundred 
i  twenty-five  dollars;  in  1795,  one  hundred 
1  ninety-nine  thouiand  dollars  ;  and  1 796,  tw^o 
ndred  and  thirty- eight  thoufand  dollars. 
[t  is  neceflary  to  obfcrvc  here,  that  the  im-i 
•tation  of  foreign  fpirituous  liquors  considerably 
rreafcd  from  the  year  1790  to  the  year  1795.- 
1790,  it  amounted  to  three  millions  fix  hun-. 
d  fcventy- eight  thoufand   one  hundred  and. 
icty-ninc  gallons ;  and  in  l  794,  to  five  mil-. 
IS  fix  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thoufand  three* 
idrcd  and  fixty-nine  gallons. 
The  importation  of  wine,  exclufive  gf  Madeira, 
1 790,  amounted  to  ^x  hundred  feven  thoufand 
en  hundred   and   fixty-one  gallons;    and  in 
)5,  to  four /nillipns  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
thoufand  and  fcventy-fix  gallons.     The  im- 
tation  of  ale  and  porter  in  1790,  aijuounted  to 
snty  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-four  gal- 
s ;  and  in  1  794,  to  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
thouland  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  gal- 
5. 

The  great  increafe  in  thefc  importations  is  in 
''oL.  IV.  E  e  part 


Til 


jjict  ies  of  tax  is  nar 
tax  is,  notwith' 


Mr.  '  >'^' 
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prcfeit  ■war,  which  hi 
■£  of  the  United  Sutesi 

a^^rlculture  and  ind^     '"''  ^  ^""^^^  i^"^^'^°^  °^  ^^^1 
:;  branch  oHts  \nr   ^'^'^  ^"^"^  ^'^''i'^^^'  Part  of  the! 
cmplovmcnt  c/  ^-''"'t'ed  to  other  caule^^n:  of 
iumptionof  *"  i.^^  dccreafe  in  the  importatioQof  ^ 

The  dif     ^c  quantity  imported   in    l/^S  being 

from  mo'   -■'^'^^  ^"^^  ^-  ^"oportation  of  that  article 

f 'w  in     '  ''  ^"'^  ''^^  fpirituous  liquors  diftillcd  from 

the  United  States  was  reduced  tioin 

millions  to  one  million  of  gallons,  between 

;^  vcar  1  ryo  and  the  year  1 705 — another  caufe 

--  (Jic  rile  in  the  price  of  grain,  which  has  btca 

0  ^reat,  that  the  diflillerics  that  ufe  that  article 

j]ave  been  fiarcely  able  to  maintain  their  ground. 

TIic  following  tabic  will  put  this  matter  out  of 

(jueftion, 

Dul-is  paid  far  the  ImfarlatUn  tf  IVlntt,  fpirilveui  Vfurtx 
and  mait  Liquers,  into  tie  United  Statet,  during  lie  Yw 
iy93,  1794,  and  1795  ;  end  the  Dratvtacis  fir  tie  JEm** 
firiaiisn  if  tkt  fame  Arliclei,  during  the  fame  Periai> 

Y«n— 1711.  '79<'  179s- 

Uutki.   IDrMbk 
IS*-**'!    i'»S» 

«9.:5i(       * 


4.69* 


16M23    .4.»S8 


,3ibit,6ii,]64)  38,117 


The  drawbacks  for  the  exportation  of  ^ixitit 
bus  ikjuors  diflitlcd  in  the  Hates,  arc  a  halfpcsnj 
per  gallon  for  thofe  made  froni'.the  produced 
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JL|try ;  and  two  pence  per  gallon  for  theft 
*MX  molailes,  which  difference  is  a  com- 
^  ^  for  the  duties  paid  on  the  importatioxi 

oiafTcs  into  the  ftates. 

The  law  that  impofes  thefc  taxes  was  paiTed 
in  March  1791  ;  and  their  produce  is  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  the  intcrcfts  and  capital 
of  loans  made  and  to  be  made  for  the  extinftion 
of  the  national  debt;  and  it  is  provided,  that 
thefc  taxes  (hall  be  continued  to  be  levied  till  that 
event  takes  place. 

The  duties  on  the  importation  of  molaffcs  was 
incrcafcd  one  halfpenny  per  gallon  in  the  fcffion 
before  laft ;  and  the  drawback  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  continental  rum  increaftd  in  the  fame 
proportion. 

The  mode  of  coUedling  the  duties  on  manu- 
f&Aured  tobacco  has  undergone  fcveral  altera- 
tions iince  its  eftablifhment,  which  was  in  1 794. 
At  firft  the  duty  was  laid  on  the  article  at  the 
fate  of  four  pence  halfpenny  per  pound,  but  the 
Ikiallnefs  of  the  receipts  being  attributed  to  frauds 
irom  the  difficulty  of  knowing  the  quantity  ma- 
nufadlured,  the  congrefs  laid  the  tax  on  the  mills, 
it  being  varied  from  one  hundred  and  forty  to 
two  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  according  to  the 
iizc  and  kind  of  mill ;  and  the  produce  of  this 
tax  amounts  now  to  more  than  three  times  the 

E  e  2  former 
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part  to  be  afcribcd  to  the  prcfent  war,  which  has 
increafed  the  commerce  of  the  United  States; 
but  if  wc  confider  that  a  fmall  portion  of  theic 
articles  is  re-exported  from  America,  part  of  the 
encrcafe  will  be  alcribed  to  other  caules — one  of 
which  is,  a  great  dccreafe  in  the  importation  of 
moiaflcs ;  the  quantity  imported  in  1 795  being 
no  more  than  half  the  importation  of  that  article 
in  1  /(JO,  and  tHc  fpirituous  liquors  diftilled  from 
molalfes  in  the  United  States  was  reduced  from 
two  millions  to  one  million  of  gallons,  beti^een 
the  year  l/go  and  the  year  17Q5 — another  caufc 
is  tlic  rife  in  the  price  of  grain,  which  has  been 
fo  great,  that  the  diftilleries  that  ufe  that  article 
have  been  fcarcely  able  to  maintain  their  ground. 
The  following  table  will  put  this  matter  out  of 
queftion. 

Duties  paid  for  the  Importation  if  IFines,  fpirituous  Lipiors^ 
and  malt  Liquors y  into  the  United  States,  during  the  Tears 
1793,  1794*  and  1795  ;  and  the  Drawlacis  fir  fhe  Rt^ex^ 
portation  of  the  fame  Afiiclesj  during  the  feme  Period* 


Years— 17  >5. 
D.    c^ 


M^^cira  wines 
O'hcr  Mints 
Spirituous  liquori 
Ale,  porlci,  Sec. 


121:752 
1,034,504 


DNwba. 
41691 

41*35 
3li3a^ 


1794. 
Duties. 

1661623 

a33»46o 

1,6181364 

a5»96i 


Dnwba. 


i4,a5S      196,^42 


4,012 

38,117 
165 


'795- 
Duties. 


464,593 
»9»37S 


X>ra«ba. 

.     5»9S* 
ii>433 

its 


The  drawbacks  for  the  exportation  of  ^iritiL- 
'ous  liquors  diftillcd  in  the  ftates,  arc  a  halfpenny 
ptT  p^allon  f(;r  thofe  made  froni/thc  produce  of 
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the  country ;  and  two  pence  per  gallon  for  theft 
made  from  molaiIes>  which  difference  is  a  com* 
penfation  for  the  duties  paid  on  the  importatiogi 
of  molafles  into  the  ftatcs. 

The  law  that  impofes  thefe  taxes  was  pafled 
in  March  1791  ;  and  their  produce  is  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  the  intcrefts  and  capital 
of  loans  made  and  to  be  made  for  the  cxtinftion 
of  the  national  debt;  and  it  is  provided,  that 
thefe  taxes  fhall  be  continued  to  be  levied  till  that 
event  takes  place. 

The  duties  on  the  importation  of  molafles  was 
incrcafcd  one  halfpenny  per  gallon  in  the  feflion 
before  lafl: ;  and  the  drawback  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  continental  rum  increaftd  in  the  fame 
proportion. 

The  mode  of  colledling  the  duties  on  manu- 
faftured  tobacco  has  undergone  fcveral  altera- 
tions (ince  its  eftablifhment,  which  was  in  1 794. 
At  firft  the  duty  was  laid  on  the  article  at  the 
rate  of  four  pence  halfpenny  per  pound,  but  the 
lixiallnefs  of  the  receipts  being  attributed  to  frauds 
irom  the  difficulty  of  knowing  the  quantity  ma- 
nufadlured,  the  congrefs  laid  the  tax  on  the  mills, 
it  being  varied  from  one  hundred  and  forty  to 
two  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  according  to  the 
iize  and  kind  of  mill ;  and  the  produce  of  this 
tax  amoimts  now  to  more  than  three  times  the 

E  e  2  former 


420  THAVELS  THROUGH 

former  receipts.      The   drawback,    however,  of  ^  of 
three  pence  halfpeny  per  pound  on  the  exporta-      — ,• 
tion  of  that  article  having  exceeded  the  produce     .r^c 
of  the  tax,  it  was  plain  there  was  immenfe  fraud  JL^d 
in  thcfe  exports ;  and  the  legiflature  entirely  fuf-  — ^^ 
pended  that  tax  for  one  year,  in  the  feffion  oiBl 
179O.     In  the  laft  feffion  but  one  they  re-cfta- 
bliflied  the  tax ;  but  its  produce,  which  ihouh 
it  even  continue  to  exift,  will  never  be  confider — 
able,  cannot  at  prefent  be  placed  on  the  fide  o^ 
the  receipts  of  the  revenue. 

The  law  which  laid  a  duty  on  the  refinin^^ 

of  fugars  in  the  United  States,  paffed  in  the  be-  "■       '^' 

ginning  of  1 7Q4  ;  but  the  duty  did  not  take  plac»  —         -< 

till  the  ift  of  Oftober  in  the  fame  year.     It  i^         ii 

one  penny  per  pound  on  the  fugar,  when  it  ii         ^s 

refined ;  and  a  drawback  is  allowed  of  two  pcn< 

halfpenny  per  pound  when  it  is  exported,  the  at 

ditional  one  penny  halfpenny  being  the  amoi 

of  the  duty  impofcd  on  raw  fugars.     The  fa 

law,  with  a  view  to  encourage  this  branch 

American   commerce,    impofes  a   duty   of  t^ 

pence  per  pound  on  foreign  refined  fugars  i 

ported  into  the  ftates,  and  no  drawback  is  aIlow( 

on  the  re- exportation  of  fuoh  fugars.     An  add 

tion  of  a  farthing  per  pound  has  been  lately  li 

on  the  importation  of  faw   fiigars,  and  an  a( 

ditional  halfpenny  per  pound  allowed  for 

cxportatic^ 
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exportation  of  raw  fugars  refined  in  the  ftates. 
In  1795,  this  duty  produced  thirty-one  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars ;  and  in  1 796, 
thirty-eight  thoufand  dollars — the  expences  of 
colleftions  which  amount  to  five  per  cent,  being 
dcduAed. 

The  law  impofing  a  duty  oh  public  fales  alfo 
paflcd  in  1  794.  This  duty  varies  from  a  quarter 
of  a  dollar  to  half  a  dollar  on  efFefts  fold  to  the 
amount  of  a  hundred  dollars;  in  1795  it  pro- 
duced thirty  thoufand  four  hundred  ahd  fifteen 
dollars ;  in  1 796,  thirty^-three  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  dollars-— -the  expences  of  col- 
Icdlion,  which  atnount  to  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  being  dedud:ed.  Notwithftanding  the  pro- 
yifions  made  by  the  law  for  the  payment  of  this 
duty,  the  integrity  of  the  au<ftioneers>  who  arc 
obliged  to  take  out  a  licence,  is  its  only  gua- 
rantee. 

The  tax  on  retailers  of  wine  and  fpirituous 
liquors  was  alfo  impofcd  by  a  law  of  1 794  ;  it  is 
£vc  dollars  per  annum  for  every  retailer  of  wine 
in  Icfs  quantities  than  thirty  gallons,  and  of  fpi- 
tituous  liquors  in  Icfs  quantities  than  twenty  gal- 
Jons,  Public  houles  arc  exempt  from  this  tax. 
In  1795  it  produced  fifty-three  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  forty- feven  dollars;  and  in  1796, 
more   than  fifty-eight  thoufand   dollars — inde- 


423  TRAVELS  THRO0OH 


\ 


pendent  of  the  expcnccs  of  collcAion,  which  ai 
two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

The  duty  on  carriages  was  alio  ifirft  impofe^  ^^^ 
in  the  fame  year ;  it  is  from  two  to  fifteen  dolX^ool- 
lars  per  annum  on  each  carriage,  according  to  iT^  it 
kind;  in  1705  it  produced  forty-one  tho\ifanr:z'.^n( 
four  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars;  and  ii  k 
17g6,  fifty-three  thoufand  two  hundred  dollarrm:  .cars. 
The  expences  of  collcftion  amount  to  five  p^^igper 
cent.  ^ 

In  1 796  a  caufe  was  determined  in  the  fupren  m^  mmic 
court  of  the  United  States,  on  a  queftion  arifiir^  ing 
out  of  this  tax.     The  conilitution  fays — that  t^        no 
capltatmi  tax,  nor  d}re6i  taXyJJiall  he  impofed  ^        hy 
congrefsy  except  Jiich  as  may  be  impofed  on  the  dm^^f- 
ferent  Jiates  hi  proportion  to  their  federal  numhe^^  •^. 
A  perfon  rcfiding  in  Maryland  refufcd  to  pay  dK^-^c 
tax  on  carriages,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  ^^^  ^ 
direSf  tax,  bccaufe   it  was  levied  direftly  on  t^C^^ 
article  in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  confumer ;  whcrc:^^^ 
to  be  indircd:,  it  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  perfb--*'^^ 
dealing  in  that  article.    The  counfel  for  the  p€^^^ 
fbn  appealing  from  the  tax  were  Mr.  Ingolso       ^f 
attorney-general  of  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania,  a^*^^ 
Mr.  Campb  ell,  a  barriftcr  of  Virginia ;  and  t!!^^^ 
counfel  for  the  government  were,  Mr.  Hami  -:^^* 
TON,   and   Mr.  Lee,   attorney-general   of  t  ^^ 
United   States      The  latter   gentlemen  mai-  -^* 

.   tain^ff  ^' 
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tained,  that  the  tax  was  indiredt:,  inafmuch  as  it 
was  levied  upon  an  article  of  the  appellant's  ex^ 
pcnditure,  and  not  on  his  revenue. 

The  term  diredl,  ufed  as  it  is  in  the  paflage  of 
the  conftitution  above  cited,  is  fo  \'ague,  and  the 
writers  on  this  {ubje6l  have  given  the  term  fuch 
oppofite  interpretations,  that  the  arguments  oa 
both  fides  were  allowed  to  be  of  equal  force. 
The  iiipremc  court,  being  empowered  by  the 
conftitutipn  to  determine  upon  principles  of 
equity  as  well  as  law,  in  all  cafes  refulting  from 
ditFerent  conftruftions  of  the  conftitution  or  the 
laws,  gave  judgment  in  favour  of  the  tax,  de* 
daring  the  tax  on  carriages  to  be  an  indiredl  tax ; 
and  it  wras  certainly  reafbnable,  in  the  great 
doubt  the  judges  mufl  feel  on  this  nice  queflion, 
they  fhoidd  be  determined  by  the  neceffity  of 
making  this  branch  of  the  revenue  produdlivc, 
efpecially  as  the  tax  affc6h  only  an  article  of 
luxury. 

The  five  lafl  of  thcfe  taxes  were  impofed  by 
laws  that  pafTed  nearly  at  the  fame  period,  and 
arc  to  ceafe  in  Augufl  1801. 

It  is  faid  that  the  taxes  oti  public  fales,  and  on 
retailers  of  wine  and  fpirituous  liquors,  would 
bc^  difplaced  with  advantage  to  the  country  by  a 
fmall  incrcafe  of  the  duties  on  importation,  and 
On  wine,  and  on  the  diflilleries.     It  is  maintained 
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that  the    receipt  would  be   greater,  would 
without  additional  coft,  would  be  lefs  vexatious^'s 
and  would,  notwithftanding,  affeft  the  pcrfonsss 
who  pay  the  two  taxes  objedled  to* 

Thcfc  five  taxes  are  known  by  the  name  of  the^'iS^ 
Jhe  new  taxcSy  and  are  placed  under  the  famo 
heads  in  the  returns  of  the  fccretary  of  the  trea— 
fury. 

The  poft  office  is  in  tlie  hands  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  its  profits  form  a  branch  of  the  revenue 
It  was  in  1/94  the  laft  law  was  pafled  relative  t^,.^^ 
the   adminiftration  of  this  department.      Fronr^M:  mi 
the   ift  of  Odober  1789,   to  the  30th  of  Junr-:x:n< 
1791,  the  revenue  produced  by  the  poft  offic:.^'  cc 
amounted  to  four   thoufand  one  hundred  an^  ^d 
eighty- two  dollars,  from  the  ift  of  July  1791,  t^c-  to 
the  3 ift  of  December  1792,  to  fixtecn  thouiaic — nd 
four  hundred  and  one  dollars ;  for  the  whole  ^^  of 
the  year  1793,  to  twenty-nine  thoufand  fev^^n 
hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars    for   1794,  —   to 
thirty-three  thoufand  Icven  hundred  and  twcnt^;"-^- 
eight  dollars ;  for  1 795,  to  thirty-eight  thoufair=i^ 
fevcn  hundred  and  fifty -five  dollars ;  and  for  179      ^i 
to  feventy-two  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  nir^«i<^ 
dollars.     This  branch  of  the  revenue  is  ftill  i  :^i- 
creafing ;  but  the  government,  prudently  cxteik  ^- 
ing  the  benefits  o  f  the  poft  to  places  at  prefer 

very  little  inhabited,   the  receipt  in  fuch  plac:^ 

iocs 
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>cs  not  even  pay  the  cxpences  of  conveying  the 
tters  to  and  from  them. 

Letters  arc  carried  here,  as  in  England,  in 
caches  or  diligences,  which  are  at  the  fame 
me  public  ca;rriages;  fo  that  the  government 
lys  lefs  for  the  conveyance  of  the  letters.  In 
ads  where  ftage-coaches  are  not  eftabliflied,  the 
ttcrs  are  conveyed  on  horfeback. 
The  price  of  letters  is  three  pence  halfpenny 
•  a  diftance  of  thirty  miles,  and  one  and  three 
ace  for  a  diftance  of  four  hundred  ^nd  fifty 
les.  Double  letters,  and  covers  cnclofmgmorc 
tn  one  letter,  pay  at  the  fame  rate  for  every 
^cr.    Packets  weighing  one  ounce  pay  the  price 

ibur  letters.     Letters  coming  from  abroad, 
i  put  into  the  poft  office  at  the  port  where 

-  vefTel  lands,  pay  two  pence  over  and  above. 

-  poftage,  if  fent  to  any  other  part  of  the  United 
Lies. 

^he  number  of  Ihares  of  the  bank  of  the 
litcd  States  belonging  to  the  federal  govem- 
•nt  was  five  thoufand,  whofe  dividends  pro- 
ceed a  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  dollars  half 
irly.  Tv^  o  thoufand  two  hundred  and  forty 
re  fold  during  the  laft  fix  months  of  1  7q0, 
Vards  the  difcharge  of  loans,  whofe  period  of 
Payment  was  arrived.  The  return  of  the  fe- 
tary  of  the  trcafury  makes  the  amount  of  the 

dividends 


lyOO  was  no  more  than 
fiity. 

The  return  of  the  fccn 
alfo  contains  the  receipts,  {: 
coin  of  the  United  States ; 
dlat  cHabliihment  are  plao 
and  greatly  exceed  tfac  rcce 

The  produce  of  all  the  di 
^yen  the  detail,  amounte 
millions  one  hundred  and  ( 
and  one  dollars.  The  folk 
of  their  refpeftive  produce 


Tonna^  and  import? 
DiftlUcxics 
Befinins  of  iusaxs 
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Dollars. 

Brought  forward         C^QB8^832 

ffice  -  -  .  72^900 

c^nds  on  the  Ihares  of  the  bank       125,000 

ts  -  -  •'  1,260 


7fl88,OOl* 


hough  it  is  probable  that,  at  the  conclufion 
I  prefent  war,  the  importation  of  the  pro- 
of the  Weft  India  iflands,  deftined  for  re- 
tation,  will  be  reduced,  and  confequently 
atics  on  tonnage  diminifhed,  it  is  neverthc- 
)  be  expefted  that  the  total  amount  of  the 
ue  will  not  be  lefs,  but  that  the  encreafe  of 
ation  will  add  to  the  importation  a  quan- 
t  leaft  equal  to  what  it  will  lofe  by  other 
mftances.  But  in  the  ftatement  already 
of  the  fituation  of  the  finances  of  the 
id  States,  it  appears  that  the  revenues  fall 
of  the  expenditure,  and  that  according  to 
>wcft  eftimation,  it  will  require  an  Unnual 
lentation  of  the  revenues  to  balance  the  ex- 
iture  of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars— that 

he  Aim  of  7,188,001  dollars  is  the  aAual  receipt  of  the 
796  ;  but  tlie  fecretary  of  the  treafury  and  the  com- 
I  of  finances  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  compute 
mual  revenue  at  no  more  than  6,2o6»600  doUais. 

is 
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is  to  fay,  if  even  the  prcfent  duties  do  not  fili 
off  in  their  produce,  and  a  war  with  an  Euro— ^ 
pean  power  might  reduce  them  almoft  to  no— = 
thing.  New  fources  of  revenue  rrluft  therefor^ 
be  explored,  as  well  as  rigid  economy  pra»?liicd  ^ 
and  no  doubt  the  aid  of  the  latter  would  be  con— 
iiderable,  if  it  was  the  refult  of  an  enlightened 
and  comprchcnfn'c  fyftcm. 

The  congrcfs,   in  the  fcflion  which  ended 
the  month  of  March  laft,    laid  new  duties,  as   t 
have  before  obferved,  on  the  Importation  of  niv^ 
fugars,  bohca  teas,  molafles,  cottons,  fugar-candyV 
and  cocoa,  with  an  addition  of  ten  per  centoK* 
all  thefc  articles  when  imported  in  foreign  vcflel^ 
It  docs  not  appear  that  thefe  new  duties  are  cal  - 
culated  to  produce  more  than  one  hundred  an^ 
thirty  thoufand  dollars,  and  they  may  be  expeCic* 
to  fail  (liort  of  that  Aim ;  for  it  is  well  knov,-^ 
that  the   increafe  of  this  fort  of  taxes  at  one 
diminilhes  confumptlon,    and   gives   encouragir 
ment  to  fmuggling.     A  duty  on  ftamps,  wlric 
was  calcailatcd  to  produce  two  hundred  thoufan- 
dollars,  was  impofcd  in  the  laft  feflion,  and  a  li 
of  eight  hundred  thoufand  dollars  authorized. 

In  the  feflion   before  the   lafl,    warm  dcbal 
arofe  on  a  proportion  for  laying  a  direft  tax 
lands.     Independent  of  the  necefTity  there  is 
prefent  of  augmenting  the  revenues  of  the  Unitco 


i 
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tes,  nothing  is  more  evident  than  the  propriety 
dopting  a  mode  of  taxation  which  refts  upon 
I  foundations,  whofe  produce  is  capable  of 
ig  extended  according  to  the  demands  of  the 
e,  and  is  independent  of  the  fluftuations  to 
ch  merchandize  is  fubjeft;  and  no  tax  pof- 
:s  thefe  qualities  in  the  fame  degree  as  a  tax 
land.  The  feffion,  however,  paffcd  away 
hout  any  thing  being  done  in  this  important 

To  judge  of  the  obftacles  to  which  fuch  a 
*me  would  be  fubje<^,  it  is  neceflary  to  take 
ew  of  the  direft  taxes  which  at  prefcnt  cxift 
\merica.  The  fecretary  of  the  trcafury,  in  3, 
Drt  made  to  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  at 

clofe  of  the  year  1 79^,  on  the  prafticability 
raifmg  a  direft  tax  throughout  the  extent  of 

United  States,  gives  the  following  ftatement 
the  different  modes  of  levying  taxes  in  ufe  iri 

feveral  ftates : 
*  ift.  A  uniform  capitation  tax,  or  a  diredl 

on  perfbjis,  without  difcrimination  of  their 
perty,  profeffion,  or  employment,  is  impofcd 
the  ftates  of  Vermont,  New  Hanipfhire,  Maf^ 
hufetts,  Rhode  Ifland,  Connefticut,  North 
rolina,  and  Georgia, 
^*  The  amount  of  thefe  taxes  in  Vermont  and 

orgia  is  not  known.     In  the  iive  other  ftates 

%  • 

It 


i 

i 
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it  is  from  two-ninths  to  four-ninths  of  the  total 
produce  of  the  taxes  of  thofe  ftates. 

"  In  none  of  the  other  ilates  is  thb  fpecies  of 
tax  in  ufe ;  for  the  taxes  on  profeffions,  on  ccr* 
tain  clafles  of  people,  and  on  flavcs,  canrx)t  be 
deemed  of  that  kind. 

"  2d.  In  the  ftates  of  Vermont^  New  Hamp- 
fliire,  Maffachufetts,  Connefticut,  New  Jcrfcjri 
Pcnniylvania,  and  Kentucky,  horfes  and  cattk 
are  taxed,  but  with  variations  and  exceptions 
In  Virginia  horfes  only  are  taxed.  In  the  ilatcs 
of  Rhode  liland.  New  York,  Delaware,  andMaiy* 
land,  capitals  and  farms  are  comprifed  in  the 
general  computation  of  taxable  property ;  in  other 
ilates  thefe  are  not  fubjeft  to  any  tax. 

"  3d.  In  the  ftates  of  New  York,  Rhode  Ifland, 
Delaware,  and  Maryland,  taxes  are  impoied  on 
the  general  mafs  of  property,  real  or  pcribn»^» 
with  particular  exceptions  in  each  of  thefe  Hates' » 
in  the  other  ftates,  taxes  arc  irnpoied  only  upO^ 
fpeci£c  articles  of  property. 

"  4th.  In  all  the  ftates,  excepting  Vermor"^^ 
and  Delaware,  land  is  taxed,  compriiing  the  laa<^^ 
iminclofed  and  uncultivated ;  and  there  is  reafo —  ' 
to  believe  that  the  fame  meafure  will  be  adopter 
in  the  two  latter  ftates. 

"  In  North  Carolina  lands  are  taxed  by  th^  ^ 

quantity,  without  regard  to  their  nature  or  ipcci< 

or 
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of  culture.  In  Kentucky  they  are  divided  into 
three  claffcs,  according  to  their  quality,  but  each 
clafs  is  taxed  uniformly.  In  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  the  land  is  taxed  imiformly  by  diftriiSa^ 
cultivated  or  otherwife.  In  Virginia  it  is  taxed 
according  to  a  permanent  computation*  In 
Maryland  and  New  Jcrfey  the  relative  value  of 
the  lands  in  the  dif{erent  counties  and  diilridts  is 
determined  by  the  law ;  and  in  thefe  difbrids  the 
land  is  taxed  according  to  its  value,  never  ex* 
ceeding  a  certain  rate.  In  Pennsylvania  the  land 
is  taxed  according  to  a  valuation  made  every  three 
years*  In  Conne<^cut  all  the  lands^  with  the 
exception  of  fome  in  two  of  the  counties,  are 

■ 

taxed  according  to  the  lytture  of  their  culture,  or 
the  kind  of  flate  they  are  in,  and  that  uniformly, 
without  regard  to  their  relpeAive  value.  In 
MaiTachuietts  and  New  Hampshire  land  is  taxed 
according  to  its  produce,  or  the  annual  rent  or 
profit  it  is  fuppoled  to  bring.  In  the  ftate  of 
Vermont  lands  inclofed  and  cultivated,  with  fbmc 
exceptions,  are  taxed  uniformly,  without  r^ard 
to  their  value  or  produce. 

"  5th.  Capitals  employed  in  commerce  or 
manufacture  are  taxed  in  different  ftates  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  each  ftatc,  but  in  Ibmc 
ilates  they  are  not  taxed. 

'*  eth.  Taxes  at  the  difcrction  of  the  affcflbrs 

on 
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on  the  computed  property  or  revenues  of  indi- 
viduals, arc  permitted  in  different  degrees  and 
modifications  in  fome  of  the  ftates ;  in  others, 
all  the  taxes  are  impofed  upon  precifc  objcfts, 
and  at  a  certain  rate." 

This  fketch  may  give  an  idea  of  the  difficulties 
which  the  Union  would  have  to  encounter, 
well  as  the  greater  part  of  the  individual  ftate 
in  laying  a  tax  on  land  with  equity  and  wit 


fteadincfs  in  its  coUedion.  The  impoiition  c=)f 
it  would  give  offence,  like  all  new  taxes,  efpi^K- 
cially  of  a  diredl  nature ;  but  more  efpecial  I7 
among  a  people  accuflomcd  to  pay  very  little  -5[n 
taxes.  Different  flatcs  having  different  modes  ^-«)f 
taxing  the  Und,  and  fomg  having  no  territori-  sd 
impofition,  the  legiflature  of  the  Union  is  placard 
between  thcfc  two  difficulties — either  to  ado" 
for  its  coUeftion  in  each  flate  accuflomcd  to 
tax  the  mode  eflabliflicd  in  that  ftate,  and  ^0 
cftablifti  a  new  mode  for  thofe  flates  which  ^t 
prefent  have  no  fuch  tax,  which  would  make  ttn^ 
tax  bear  unequally;  or  to  eftabliih  a  unifor^w 
mode  for  all  the  flates,  .which  being  contrary  *^ 
the  habits  and  prejudices  of  many  of  them,  wou-U 
add  to  its  unpopularity,  and  render  its  produ^^^ 
ftill  more  uncertain.  To  which  difficulties  it  ^ 
to  be  added,  that  the  t)ix  being  deilined  to  tl^c 
iibrviccs  of  the   general  government,  muft   tx 

colkfted 
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(fled  by  the  officers  of  the  Union,  which 
z  of  coUe  Aion  would  be  attended  with  great 
nee.  The  committee  of  finances  in  the  houfe 
preicntatives,  who  laid  before  the  houfe  the 
oiition  for  this  tax,  cftimates  the  expenccs  of 
Siion  at  twcnt;gr{even  and  a  half  pef  cent. 

is  to  be  obfenred,  that  the  popular  party, 
is  to  fay,  the  anti-federali/isy  in  the  houfe, 

their  fupport  to  the  meafure^  perceiving 

the  cftablifhmcnt  of  a  direft  tax  whofc 
ht  (hould  be  immediately  felt  by  every  citi- 
)f  the  United  States,  would  probably  fumifti 
\  check  on  the  difpofitioh  they  afcribe  to  the 
mmcnt  of  fquandering  money  in  ufelefs  ex- 
es. The  federalj/is  oppofed  the  plan,  and 
ips  were  not  uninfluenced  by  the  fame  rea- 
All  the  adherents,  howeveV,  of  the  rd^ 
ive  parties  did  not  vote  with  their  leaders  on 
occafion.      Many   members  of  the   houfe 

guided  by  their  own  opinions  of  the  tax ; 
thofc  opinions,  which,  no  doubt  flowed, 
ripally  from  a  regard  to  the  public  welfare, 

in  fome  inftances  afcribed  to  private  confi- 
ions,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
>ns  voting. 

:fbre  I  conclude  this  article  on  the  finances 
ic  United  States,  I  cannot  forbear  to  touch 
point,  conncdlcd  with  the  opiniwi  I  have  al-^ 
OL.  IV.  F  f  readx 
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ready  exprciTed — that  the  ftates  in  their  genera 
legiflation  are  rather  occupied  with  the  means  OJ 
forcing  themfclves  into  the  rank  of  great  and 
powerful  nations  than  thofc  of  confolidating  their 
ilrcngth  and  increafmg  their  real  power.    Per- 
haps this  error  in  their  policy  is  the  natural  rcfult 
of  the  combination  of  circumftances  which  fur- 
round  them  ;  but  whatever  be  the  caufe,  it  ^^. 
tards  their  progrcfs  as  a  nation,  which  can  be 
fccured   only   by   their   cfFecftual    independence. 
I  have  in  view  chiefly  the  duties  on  articles  of 
importation,  which  1  think  were  not  calculated 
for  the  fituation  in  which  America   was  at  tte 
time  of  their  being  cftablifhed,  nor  are  politk 
in  her  prefent  fituation ;  and  their  ill  effeds  aft  ^ 
I  believe^  already  evident.     If  we  look,  without 
|)rejudice  and  with   fufficicnt  refledlion,  at  the 
nature  of  thofe  duties,  we  fee  they  are  rather 
contrived  to  incrcafe  the  revenues  of  the  general 
government — no  doubt  a  legitimate  objeft  of  the 
taxes—than  to  add  to  the  real  welfare,  or  to 
cultivate  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  confe* 
quently  to  add  to  the  fecurity  of  the  indepd** 
denCc  of  the  Union — objc«5ls  liirely  not  Icis  oe- 
ceflary  than  a  tax.     The  lyftem  of  thcfc  taxes  C 
c\'?dently  defigned  to  give  encouragement  to  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States; 
and  for  that  objcifl  merely  it  is  combined  wiA 
-  ^  - :  forcfight 
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3rcfight.    But  commerce  is  only  a  fecondary  ob- 
*ft  in  an  extcnfive  continental  nation,  abound- 
ng  with  uncultivated  lands.      The  more  im- 
)ortant  objeAs  of  iti  attention  arc-— the  cultiva- 
ion  of  its  lands,  the  increafe  of  its  own  raw  pro- 
uce,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  manufa<5lures,  to 
lalce  it  independent  of  other  nations  for  all  the 
rtides  of  the  firft  neceffity.     Commerce  is  no 
Qore  than  the  means  of  exchanging  a  furplus  of 
woduce  for  articles  that  a  nation  cannot  produce 
>r  manufafture.       If  it  proceeds   beyond   that 
|K)int,  efpecially  in  a  nation  in  its  infancy,  it  col- 
Itfts  in  the  places  where  it  is  carried  on,   the 
population  which  would  otherwise  fpread  gene- 
^y,  and  which  ought  to  be  employed  in  making 
lie  country  generally  produ<ftive ;  while  it  tends 
^  fill  the  country  ynth  foreign  goods,  and  for  a 
oag  time  retards  the  cftaWifliment  of  manufac- 
^es  at  home.     Fortunes  may  be  made  by  indi- 
^duals  in  this  courfe ;  but  it  is  a  courfc  that  im- 
^edes  the  progrefs  of  a  nation  to  independence 
^d  profperity.     The  duties  on  importation  in 
he  United  States  appear  to  me  to  place  them  in 
^his  fituation.  They  arc  no  doubt  very  high  ;  but 
Is  there   are  few   manufactures    in  the  United 
States,  the  duties  do  not  at  all  prevent  the  intro- 
duAion  of  foreign  merchandife,  which  turns  all 
she  di/pofabk  labour,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  to 

F  f  2  iv?lV\^^\\ow. 


iiicut  ui    iiiuuuiii(.iuii;5,    witii-u  aic  ullciiu 

dilHcuIttes  and  hazard,  even  in  countrie 
labour  is  cheap.  The  money  of  the  Unitet 
and  the  produce  <^  thar  lands,  enrichca 
nations^  cfpecially  England,  with  whoi 
commerce  is  the  moft  confidcrablc,  and 
to  whom  it  is  almoft  wholly  confined, 
real  tax  paid'  by  America  to  England, 
this  money,  indeed,  remains  in  the  hand 
American  merchants,  and  confequently 
to  the  cultivator  of  the  lands,  but  the 
part  enriches  a  foreign 'country. 

The  reader  will  be  enabled  to  judg< 
truth  of  theie  obfcrvations  by  the  followii 
parative  \-icw  of  the  amount  of  the  imp 
of  the  produce  of  the  United  States  into  E 
and  the  importation  of  Englifli  merchaiw 
the  United  States,  prclentcd  in  1  ;oO,  to  tl 
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fciMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  EXPORTA- 
TION, TONNAGE,  &c. 

The  preceding  article  gives  a  good  idea  of  the 
Timerce  of  the  United  States,  as  far  as  a  judg- 
^nt  can  be  formed  from  the  entries  made  in 
z  cuftom-houfe  books. 

Another  way  of  judging  of  the  advantage  of  a 
"nmercial  intercourfe  between  two  Hates,  is 
5  value  of  bills  of  exchange.  Thofe  of  the 
lited  States  drawn  upon  London,  at  fixty  days 
ht,  have  always  been  at  two  per  cent  at  leaft 
Dve  par,  except  in  the  month  of  November 
02  only,  when  they  were  at  par ;  and  fince 
::y  have  been  at  fix,  and  even  as  much  as  nine 
r  cent  above  par. 

The  balance  of  trade  may  be  Ibmewhat  in  fa- 
ar  of  the  United  States  in  their  dealings  Avith 
ler  nations  ;  but  that  is  a  very  infufficient 
rnpenfation  for  the  difadvantage  they  labour 
<ier  in  their  commercial  intercourfe  with  Eng- 
fcd,  and  that  folely  on  account  of  the  manu- 
^urcd  articles  which  they  take  from  that 
^ntry. 

This  fyftcm,  fo  ruinous  to  the  fortunes  of  the 
iierican  people,  is  ftill  more  prejudicial  to  its 
orals.  The  merchant  in  the  ports  of  America, 
'^o  receives  manufadurcd  goods  from  abroad, 

F  f  4  naturally 
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naturally  endeavours  to  incrcafe  the  coniiimption 
of  them,  iincc  it  increaies  his  profit.  He  there- 
fore difFufes  them  in  the  interior,  and  as  far  as  he 
can  hope  to  find  a  falc;  and  a  tafte  for  foreign 
Commodities  accompanies  their  introduftion  into 
the  moft  diftant  provinces. 

*  There  is  no  point  of  the  United  States,  how- 
ever remote,  even  in  the  woods,  in  which  one 
ftore,  and  frequently  more,   may  not  be  found. 
There   arc   eftablifhed    warehoufes    for   forcigri, 
goods,  which  arc  emptied  and  filled  again  twic 
in  the  year,  and  of  which  the  proprietors  maL 
^  rapid  fortune. 

The  home  manufaAurcs  do  not  fuffice  alo: 
to  fatisfy  the  tafte  for  luxur}%  which  is  infpir 
by  the  fight  of  articles  more  elegant,  more  (hov^7 
and  more  in  fafhion  in  the  great  towns 

A  woman,  or  a  young  lad,  would  be  afhamcc::> 
to  appear  on  a  Sunday  at  church,   without 
gown,  a  waiftcoat,  or  a* hat,  manufai^hircd  in 
Europe,  for  which  they  pay  as  mu(?h  as  fixty  per 
cent  dearer  than  in  the  Ihops  of  Philadelphia  or 
New  York. 

A  tafte  for  luxury  leads  to  expcnfive  habits, 
and  confequcntly  to  imprudence.  It  is  therefore 
an  obftac|e  to  the  complete  happincfs  which  this 
nation  feems  deftined  by  nature  to  enjoy.  The 
introdufticn  of  theic  foreign  commodities  into 

the 
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the  back-ftttlemcnts  may  be  compared  to  the  in- 
troduiSlion  of  rum  and  "^^hifky  among  thcTindians. 
The  motive  \s  the  f4mc,  and  produces  the  fame 
eftecls. 

The  abundant  importation  of  merchandifc 
manufaiftured  in  England  into  the  United  States, 
naturally  proceeds'  from  thofc  ftates  having  been 
habituated,  while  Englifh  colonies,  to  receive 
them  from  the  mother  country,  of  which  it  was 
the  intereft  to  keep  its  manulattories  conftantly 
at  work,  and  which,  from  its  being  the  feat  of 
power,  poiTcflcd  all  the  means  of  forcing  that 
importation. 

It  may  be  eafily  conceived  that,  after  the  re- 
volution, the  opulent  inhabitants  of  the  American 
cities,  muft  naturally  have  retained  their  tafte  for 
Englifh  (luffs  and  furniture,  and  the   habit  of 
ufing  them ;  and  that  it  was  the  intereft  of  the 
Englifh  merchants  to  encourage  that  habit ;  and 
this  it  was  the  more  eaiy  for  them  to  do,  as  the 
old  American  houfes  having  been  almoft  all  dif- 
perfcd  by  the  revolution,  the  American  merchants 
were  in  general  little  elfe  at  that  time  than  the 
agents  of  Englilh  houfes.     This  ftate  of  things  is 
then  what  it  could  not  fail  to  be,  fince  the  legif- 
lature  has  oppofcd  no  obftacle  to  the  prevalence 
of  habit  and  individual  intereft. 

* 

With  more  wifdom  and   forefight,  it  feems 

that 
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that  the  ^"vrrnment  of  the  United  States  would 
have  prohibited  all  articles  of  luxury  manufac- 
tured abriJLid,  or  at  leaft  would  have  taxed  them 
as  h:/h  a^  elrcumftances  would  have  permitted, 
witliont  ;ilv  in^  too  great  encouragement  to  fmug- 

idin;r. 

Public  fpirit  ctFeftually  prohibited  them,  dur- 
iug  the  revolution  ;  and  yet  every  one  was  then 
ciotlu'd,  althouL*:'-!  many  hands  were  taken  away 
tVoni   tlic  loom  by  military  lbr\-ice,  and  by  the 
uncufincls  and  misfortunes  always  attendant  upon 
wur  ;  and   the  population  is  now  nearly  double 
what  it  tlicn  was.   Necelilty  would  immediately 
have  extended  domeftic  manufa<^lories,  and  would 
have  led  to  the  fpeedy  ellablifliment  of  national 
ones. 

At  the  outlet  their  productions  would  have 
been  of  a  ccnirfe  quality.  People  too  nice  to  be 
coDtenicd  with  them,  might  then  have  procured 
foreiiin  merchandize,  by  paying  double  or  treble 
tp.elr  re;d  value ;  but  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hun- 
dred of  the  inhabitants  would  foon  have  accixf^ 
tonied  thcmfelves  to  the  manufadlures  of  the 
coinitry,  {:i\cc  it  would  not  have  been  cafy  for 
thein  to  prricure  the  produce  of  other  peoples'  la- 
bour. The  home  manufa6tories  would  confe* 
cj.irntly  ]ui\  v*  made  a  rapid  advance  towards  pcr- 
i'Ciion. 

Navigation 
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Navigation  employing  ft  wcr  hands,  agriculture 
would  have  had  more  at  its  difpofal.  The  in- 
creafc  of  cattle,  now  very  fcarce  in  America, 
would  have  been  one  of  the  confequences  of 
keeping  up  the  national,  domeftic,  and  other  ma- 
nufa<Sures. 

The  Englilh,  French,  and  other  artifans,  now 
working  in  Europe  upon  the  merchandize  ex- 
ported to  America,  would  have  brought  their 
induftry  into  the  United  States,  where  they  would 
have  obtained  a  more  comfortable  livelihood. 

The  United  States  would  have  reaibn  to  fear, 
tliat  the  prohibition  of  foreign  merchandize  in 
their  ports  would  have  prevented  their  own  pro- 
duce from  finding  an  outlet.  The  produAions 
of  the  United  States  are  articles  of  the  firft  nc- 
ceffity ;  and  feveral  of  them  arc  to  be  found  only 
within  their  territory. 

As  to  their  navigation,  their  fifheries  alone 
would  have  been  a  nurfery  for  more  feamen  than 
they  will  foon  have  occafion  for,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
in  order  to  -man  their  vciTels  of  v.  ar ;  and  their 
commerce  would  not  have  been  therefore  an- 
nihilated. No  doubt,  it  would  have  been  Icfi 
brilliant  than  we  have  fcen  it  for  fome  years, 
but  it  would  have  "been  more  folid. 

Anicrica  would  have  had  left  credit  abroad ; 
but  that  credit  is  her  ruin.     She  would  have 

had 
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htul  Ids  ficlltious  riches ;  but  would  have  poA 
fciR'd  more  real  wealth.  Few^cr  emigrants  from 
other  countries  would  have  come  to  her  with  a 
\!cw  ol'  making  fortunes;  but  flie  would  have 
received  a  much  greater  proportion  of  the  labori- 
ous dalles  of  the  community.  Thole  fortunes 
which  give  fuch  fallacious  indications  of  prof- 
}K:ritv,  are  all  made  at  the  expcnce  of  America  ; 
they  carry  away  the  money,  and  leave  there  no- 
tliing  but  European  habits,  I  had  almoft  faid 
\iccs. 

The  real  balance  of  trade  would  have  been  in 
her  favour ;  and  it  has  been  feen  how  much  it  is 
againft  her.  She  would  have  had  fewer  /pecula- 
tions an<l  fpcculators,  but  better  morals ;  a  lefs 
i-,>lendid  difplay  of  luxury,  but  more  republican- 
iiiftitutions.  Tiic  intercourfe  with  foreign  na- 
tions would  have  been  lefs  expcnfive;  but  find- 
ing within  herfelf  the  means  of  fupplying  all  her 
wants,  flie  would  have  been  more  independent. 
In  a  word,  fhe  would  have  acquired  every  year 
an  incrcafc  of  fubftantial  enhonpoint\  whereas, 
tiuit  on  which  flic  boafts,  and  on  which  flic  is 
congratulated,  is  nothing  but  a  bloated  appear- 
ance of  corpulence. 

Xo  doubt  the  cuftomhoufe  would  have  pro- 
duced lets  to  the  national  treafury,  but  direft 
taxes  would  cafily  have  fupplied  the  'deficiency  ; 

and 
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and  if  the  United  States  had  followncd  this  iyibem 
from  the  time  of  the  revolution,  their  own  in- 
duftry  would  have  been  almoft  adequate  to  tlieir 
wants ;  whereas  at  prcfent  they  cannot  do  with- 
out the  affiftancc  of  foreigners,  except  in  the 
manufafturing  of  hats  and  leather,  of  which  the 
raw  materials  are  the  produce  of  their  o>*ti 
coimtry. 

They  are  dependent;  and  that  dependence 
which  arifes  from  their  wants,  and  which  will 
always  increafe  in  proportion  as  luxury,  already 
at  a  great  height  in  America,  Ihall  be  carried 
higher  ftill,  may  have  an  influence  upon  the 
political  determinations  of  the  United  States; 
and  may  lead  them  into  great  errors,  and  to  the 
adoption  of  meafurcs  fooncr  or  later  prejudicial 
to  their  intereft. 

Several  manufaAories  of  fail-cloth  have  been 
cftablifticd  in  the  United  States  with  tolerable 
fucceis,  but  have  been  carried  to  no  great  extent* 
Every  year  alio  fome  fpinning  eftablifhments, 
and  even  cotton  manufaAories,  arc  attempted  to 
be  fet  on  foot ;  but  the  following  year  they  are 
iure  to  fall ;  for  no  other  reafon  than  the  high 
price  of  labour,  which  is  itfelf  a  confequence  of 
the  general  fyftem  of  taxation. 

I  have  fpokcn  of  the  exports  of  the  different 
ftates  of  the  federal  union,  in  proportion  as  my 

travels 


the  congreis  by  the  lecrctary  of 
It  was  only  from  the  Itl  of  S 
that  an  exad.  amount  was  taker 
of  the  preceding  years  being  im 
counts  of  this  fort,  the  year  begl 
Oflober,  and  ends  on  the  30th  ol 
krwing. 

Amount  of  the  Exports  of  the  L 

1791. —  19,012,040  c 

1792, —  20,753,097 
1793,-20,109,573 

179-I. —  33,020,233 
1795, —  47,989--l"2 

1790»  — 67,064,097 
-  This  ftatement  exhibits  a  progr 
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deceived  who  ihould  judge  of  the  increafe  of  the 
produce  and  relburccs  of  the  United  States  by 
this  enormous  augmentation  of  their  exports* 
The  exports  corifift, 

1 .  Of  the  productions  of  the  countr}'^,  which, 
although  increafed  in  q.uantity  to  a  certain  de- 
gree, ha>  e  rlfcn  much  more  in  value ;  fomc  £orty 
per  cent,  others  a  hundred,  two  hundred,  and 
even  more.  This  is  owing  to  the  wants  of  Eu- 
rope, exhaufted  by  the  war  in  which  it  has  been 
engaged.  The  value  then  of  thefe  exports  is  far 
from  being  an  exaft  repreientation  of  the  real 
w  ealth  of  the  country,  w  hich  can  only  be  the  rc- 
fult  of  an  increafc  in  the  quantity  of  its  produce. 

2.  The  war,  in  which  all  the  commercial 
powers  have  been  engaged  for  five  years  more  or 
lefs,  keeps  their  trade  in  a  ftate  of  almoft  totqj 
ftagnation.  The  United  States  are  a  kind  of 
temporary  Jcpot  of  the  produce  of  all  countries, 
and  of  many  of  their  colonies,  where,  before  the 
war,  American  vcffcls  had  not,  by  a  great  deal, 
Co  extend ve  a  permiffion  to  trade.  Foreign  pro- 
duce is  therefore  brought  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  in  much  greater  quantities  than 
their  confiimption  requires,  and  in  much  greater 
quantities  alfo  than  it  would  be  if  Europe  were 
at  peace. 

The  commodities  over  and  above    the  con- 

fum  ])tiovL 


it  does  not  depend  upon  the 
and  neither  is  nor  can  be  laii 
of  the  quantity  of  the  prodi 
United  States  exported  annui 
will  furnilh  an  inconteftible  j 
the  foregoing  obfervations. 

It  is,  again,  from  the  ace 
congrefs  by  the  fccretary  of 
lave  made  out  this  ftatement 


of  the  Exporti  pf  the  principal  Artict 

MERCHANDIZE. 


pcarlaili  —                 — *                 — 

1  and  fmoked,     —  — ,               ,«. 

—  —                 —       Barrel 

other  fiih  oil  —                 —     Gallc 

oil                —  —                — 

k                                                                        ^B^  VBiiV                                                                         •>•» 

candles  —                —               Bo^c 

:o                —  —                Ca/ks,  fron 

red  tobacco  _                —                - 


her  kiiuls  — • 

c,  maize,  and  buck-^hcat 


,  bacon                —  —  — 

—                —  —  Firkins, 

!  potatoes         -r-  —  — 

Mules                 _  _  — 

cep                  —  —  — > 

::uf  and  flieep  ftins  —  — 

)0);s                 —  —  — 

—                 —  —  Boxes  i 

;,  piti  h,  turpentine,  rofin,  t.;r,  iJtc.  &:c.       — 


wo  iiilt  articles  arc  alio  imp<»it  d  in  coniUlLrablc  qua 

ic  U   itcil  States  Jrom  that  whici".  ii,  ilic  icliilt  of  uu- 

in  Geoigia,  and  that  that  of  coUon  is  very  mucli  U; 

IV.   To  face  Page  4J^H. 
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Km  examining  this  ftatemcnt  with  attcn- 
it  will  be  fccn. 

That  the  quantity  of  wheat  exported  from 
Jnited  States  is  diminifhed^  and  that  the 
afe  in  the  exportation  of  flour,  proceeding 
the  great  number  of  mills  that  have  been 
ffively  crcdled,  and  in  that  of  fea-bifcuit, 
not  by  a  great  deal  compen/ate  the  decreafe 
c  exportation  of  wheat.  This  decreafc,  for 
h  I  have  met  with  no  one  who  could  give 
reafon  completely  fatisfaftory,  is  owing,  in 
to  the  ra^-ages  committed  in  feveral  flates 
ic  Heffian  fly,  which  has  made  it  ncceflkry 
andon  the  ciiltivation  of  wheat,  and  in  part 
c  great  quantity  of  land  laid  down  in  pafturc. 
[  muft  again  repeat,  that  the  difference  in 
xportation  of  wheat  is  too  great  to  be  ex- 
cd  in  this  manner,  efpecially  as  in  many 
fettlemcnts,  corn  is  cultivated  at  leaft  dur- 
he  firft  years ;  and  as  in  many  parts  of  Vir- 
,  Carolina,  and  Maryland,  the  cultivation  of 
Lt  has  very  generally  fuperfeded  that  of  to- 
D  and  indigo. 

le  confumption  may  be  increafed  in  the  great 
s  by  the  increafc  of  their .  popixlation ;  and 
in  fome  of  the  back  fettlcments, .  where, 
g  to  a  want  of  corn-mills,  the  ufe  of  wheat- 
was  formerlv  almoft  unknown.  But  this 
5L.  IV.  G  g  increafc 


to  lay,  rye,  barley,  &c.  is  alio  aiitiinunoQ. 
13  owing  to  the  increaled  confumption  ( 
diftiUeries,  which,  though  checked  ot'latei 
high  price  of  grain,  has  ncvcrthclefs  beiH 
confiderablc  during  the  kft  fix  years.  ( 

8.  It  will  be  feen  that  the  exportation  < 
tobacco  is  very  much  diminiihcd,  and  thi 
diminution  is  not  compensated  by  the  grc 
ctcaie  of  manufadured  tobacco ;  becwA 
true,  as  I  have  obfervcd  in  my  account  i 
fouthem  ftatcs,  that  the  cultivation  of  tobf 
exceedingly  decreafed. 

■4.  That  the  incrcafe  of  culture  has  b^ 
rented  to  that  of  vegetables,  onions,  aOQ 
tocsj  and  that  it  is  confidcrablc  ;  and  tU^i 
takeh  a  ffill  greater  turn  towards  artificial 
dows,  or  what  ^e  called  graai^  IviDS. 
enarmtais 
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aides  from  that  part  of  St.  Domingo  which  for- 
nierly  belonged  to  th;  Spaniardsr- 

S.  It  will  alfo  be  rem&rked,  that  tibe  produce 
of  the  fifheries  is  much  increaJcd  in  the  laA'fix 
years ;  but  the  greater  pwt  of  thi^  produce," ib 
ronfiderably  augmented  ia  quantity;  it  19  itfej^of 
ttle  value,  excepting  th«  whale  iifheiy ;  aad jil- 
aough  the  amount  of  its  whole  yaluB  cxcdgas 
"xat  of  the  value  of  produce  dimini|hcdin;qu^- 
Cj,  the  increase  is  hardty*  of  aoy  adcoQift  iti  ^ic 
Kameafe  progreflion  of  tlu;  general  ^ue  of  the 
cports,  which  was  e^mated  pt  oinqt^ni  mQUqns 
rtrelvc  thoufand  and  forty  dollars  ml  791 1  and 
t  iixty-feven  millicffis  fixtji-foux  th^ifaad  And 
liBcty-feven dollars  m  If 96.  ^    "        |    i" 

The  f<^owing  account  of  the  cxpottatipn  of 
fiireiga  produce  will  prove  How  mijch  of  thcin- 
creafe  in  the  exports  Sf  the  United  States  h  pwin^ 
to  that  branch  of  commerce,  I  ' 
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I  fhall  add  to  this  an  amount  of  the  drawback 
upon  the  re-cxportatictti  of  forcigh  produce  im- . 
ported  into  the  United  States  in  the  courfe-  o£ 
thp  years  I7y3,  1794,  170^:;  I'vras  notableto 
prbcucc  one  of  the  two  preceding  yeiars,  not  of- 
the  year  1796;  ■      .  .     :  ? 

I  do  not  pretend  to  give,'  by  this  ftatcmcnt,  a 
precifc  idea  of  the  cohlltarption  <>£  foreign  pro- 
duce in  the  United  States ;  because  goods  being  \ 
intitled  to  the  right  ot  a  drawback  Yor  a  whol^ 
ycikr  af^er  they  have  been  entered  in  tfalc  cuft^- 
lidufe  books^  it  fometimes  ^happens  that  artklet^ 
which  have  paid  the  duties  in  one  year,  and 
^wbich  are  inciud^  in  the  receipts  of  that  ycar^ 
arc  not  re-exporteS  till  the  year  after.   ; 

Tha.following  aiccofant;,  however,  ijrill  af!brd 
an' idea  generally  true,  of  the  coniiimption  of 
that  produce;  and  it  will  fhew,  that  the  con- 
fuihption  of  colonial  coinmodities  is  little  aug* 
mented  in  the  United  States,  while  that  of  ar- 
ticles manufadhircd  in  England  is  coniiderably 
increafcd. 
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No  doubt  this  increafe  in  the  exports  gives  a 
:at  increafe  of  aftivity  to  trade  :  no  douSt^  alfo 
t  rife  of  the  price  of  commodities  is  another 
gmentation  of  weaith  ;  but  it  can  only  be  con- 
ered  as  temporary.  This,  perhaps,  is  the  place 
fkiy  a  few .  word^  concerning  the  nature  and 
•lition  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stotes. 
As  long  as  the  United  States  were  Englifh 
Jonies,  their  trade  was  regulated  by  the  intereft 
id  ambition  of  the  mother  cotmtry,  aiwi  could 
dy  be  confidered  as  a  bratich  of  the  Englifh 
mmerce.  This  is  nearly  the  cafe  with  Ireland 
preicnt. 

The  accounts  prelented  to  Ac  Englifh  Par- 
ment,  which  will  be  found  hereto  annexed^  of 
e  imports  jmd  exports  of  the  ftates  of  America, 
iring  the  laft  twelve  years  that  they  were  Eng- 
h  colonies,  will  prove  how  great  has  been  tihe 
creafe  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
ice  that  period. 

Yet  if  they  be  compared  with  an  accbiiht  of 
e  commerce  carried  on  between  the  United 
ates  and  England,  from  1792  to  1796>  infcrted 
the  preceding  part  of  this  volume,  it  will  alf5> 
ove  how  much  the  imports  of  the  Ekiglifh 
anufaAures  into  the  United  States  have  aug- 
ented,  fmce  the  latter  became  independent. 
Hence  it  appears,  that  the  augmentation  in 
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tunicy  ol  taking  her  rev* 
I  am  far  from  thinking 
on  being  made  fcnfible 
TCgret  for  a  moment  the 
North  America  in  obtain! 
of  hcr_  independence.    Tl 
the  United  States  may  bi 
them  at  this  moment,  : 
the  moft  honourable  trait 
Bciidcf,  France  has  had  : 
the  United  States,  whicl; 
})ad,  if  they  had  remaine< 
a  ihare  which,  with  bet 
have  rendered  much  grt 
•with  rational  principles,  ft- 
after  increafc.     In  a  wor 
tendered  by  France  will, 
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It  was  at  the  peace  by  which  England  acknow-^ 
Igcd  their  independence,  that  the  United  States 
gan  to  trade  under  their  own  colours.  But 
c  great  diflrefs  in  which  they  were  left  by  the 
ar,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  confederacy,  ren- 
:red  their  commerce  ftill  very  precarious. 

Each  (late  had  its  particular  laws,  prohibitions, 
id  regulations. 

Some  of  them  Ihut  their  ports  againfl  certain 
►rcign  merchandize,  to  which  others  opened 
icirs. 

The  laws  and  the  cuftomhoufc  rates  changed 
rcry  year,  according  to  momentary  confidera- 
ons ;  and  the  moft  natural  rcfult  of  this  order 
f  things  was,  an  aftivc  rivality  and  jealoufy  be- 
,vccn  the  different  ftates.  It  is  then,  properly 
leaking,  fmcc  the  adoption  of  the  new  confti- 
ation,  that  the  name  of  the  commerce  of  the 
Inited  States  may  be  given  to  the  commerce  of 
ic  different  ftates  of  North  America. 

The  firft  caufc,  however,  of  the  increafed  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  may  be  carried  as 
ir  back  as  the  end  of  the  year  1784'.  At  that 
cried,  an  order  of  the  king  of  France  in  council, 
►pcncd  to  their  fhips  three  ports  in  St.  Domingo, 
vhithcr  they  were  allowed  to  carry  fait  fifh, 
ipon  paying  a  fmall  duty.  This  order  alfb  au- 
liorifcd  the  adminiftrators  of  tlie  ifland  to  permit 

the 
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the  importation  of  their  flour,  whetievcr  occaiion 
nught  require  it.  The  American  (hips,  till  then, 
had  only  had  permiffion  to  carry  timber  and  live 
Hock  to  St.  Domingd,  and  that  only  into  a  fingle 
port.  They  were  rertriftcd  by  the  new  order,  as 
they  were  before,  from  taking  any  thing  in  ex- 
change except  fyrups  and  molafles.  According, 
then,  to  tlic  letter  of  the  edicft,  their  retunu 
could  be  of  no  great  value ;  but  the  admiffion  .^ 
of  American  fliips  into  three  ports  of  St.  Do— 
mingOj  gave  a  greater  facility  to  fmugglingi 
which  they  did  not  fail  to  avail  themfelves. 

The  EngHlh,  it  is  true,  carried  Jamaica  fuga^ 
and  cotFce  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
but  they    were  without  competitors,  and  ibic» 
them  at  a  high  price. 

The  wants  of  the  United  States  required 
much  greater  quantity  than  they  received  froi^r: 
En^and,   and  their  intcrcft  ibimulatcd  them 
procure  it  in  a  direft  way. 

Flour  and  dry  goods  were  fraudulently  intr* 
duced  into  the  ifland.     Raw  fugar  and  coffc 
were  fraudulently  exported  ;  and  the  returns 
gan  to  be  of  fome  importance,  tfiough  llill  mu< 
reftrifted   in  quantity,  by   the  illegality  of 
ineanE  made  ufe  of  to  obtain  them. 

Bat  this  traffic  l^)on  ceafed  to  be  illicit.     Tft"^^' 
vicdent  ibock  which  the  rerohition  gave  to  t*^^^* 
manuiaiftur'^^' 
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lufadbires*  and  commerce  of  France,  fhroed 
to  open  the  ports  of  her  colonies  to  the  veflels 
leutral  ponders. 

''rom  thalt  moment  the  Americans  engrofled 
the  commerce  of  the  French  colonies^  which 
Y  weie  {o  well  iituated  to  carry  on,  and  which 
nifed  them  fuch  coniiderable  profits, 
^he  others  powers  of  Europe  which  had  alfo 
>nies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  being  almoft  all 
:cfliviely  engaged  in  jhe  war,  opened  the  ports 
heir  cotbhics  in  like  manner  to  the  Americans; 
it  leaft  confiderably  diminiihed  their  prohi- 
ve  rcgnlations. 

Thus  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  had 
vi6hialling  of  the  Weft  India  iilands/as  well 
n  exclufive  trade  with  the  French  and  Dutch 
>nies,  ndt  only  in  provifions,  but  alfo  in  com- 
ditics  of  every  kind.  *  Their  Ihips  were  freight- 
to  carry  Weft  India  produce  to  Europe,  and 
>ring  back  in  return  the  articles  neceflary  for 
confumption  both  of  the  United  States,  and 
hole  fame  colonies. 
?he  new  conftrtution  of  the  United  States 

eftabliflied  at  the  moment  when  the  French 
Dlution  began,  and  ihortly  after  the  new  fyf- 
i  of  American  finances  was  adopted.  The 
fequcnt  creation  of  ftock  of  different  kinds, 

putting  up  of  land  to  fale,   and  the  cfta- 

bliihmcnt 


confidcrable. 

Such  is  the  brief  hiflj 
enormous  incrcafe  of  tlie 
States;  but  it  is  precifely 
that  immeofr  incrcafe,  thai 
tlie  (hortnefs  of  its  (lurati< 

The  profperity  of  a  nati 
be  durable,  unlefs  it  be 
bafis ;  and  the  fohd  bails  c 
is  the  produce  of  its  foiU  o 
of  its  colonies,  when  it  1 
only  permanent  riches,  tl 
can  difpofc ;  its  produce, 
receives  in  exchange,  are 
trade. 

If  a  nation  by  extrao 
unconneftcd  with  its  inl 

r„_  ;«rt^n/«^     ae    thnir.  net 
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diuation.  A  change  in  external  circumftance^ 
mufl:  fpeedily  bring  it  back  to  the  ikte  ailigned 
to  it  by  the  extent  or  the  mediocrity  of  its  wealth. 
Such  is  the  fituation  of  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  which  the  troubles  of  Europe 
have  rendered  flourifhing,  but  which  the  return 
of  tranquillity  will  rediice  to  its  priftine  ftatc. 

If  the  European  powers,  engaged  in  a  terrible 
war,  forced  to  devote  all  their  means  to  it,  in- 
capable of  going  themfchrcs  to  fetch  the  articles 
they  {land  in  need  of  from  foreign  ports,  nay, 
even  incapable  of  vidlualling  their  colonies,  and 
of  receiving  the  produce  of  them  in  a  dire  A  way ; 
if  the  European  powers  have  been  under  the  nc- 
ceflity  of  leaving  to  neutral  flags  the  trade  which 
they  could  not  undertake  themiclves,  does  it  fol- 
low that  they  have  abandoned  it  to  them  en« 
tirely  ?  Is  it  not  certain  that  they  will  haften  to 
refume,  as  foon  as  they  are  able,  the  trade  which 
naturally  belongs  to  them,  fince  they  have  within 
thcmfelves  the  means  of  carrying  it  on  ? 

In  matters  of  commerce  a  nation  gives  up  to 
others  only  what  it  cannot  imdertake  itielf,  and 
even  fuppofing  that  it  grants  them  momcntarj 
advantages,  it  is  folely  with  a  view  to  its  own 
intercft ;  it  will  withhold  them,  as  fbon  as  it 
perceives  that  it?  ii>tq^efl:  is  Injured  by  this  con- 

ccflion. 
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celTi'^r^.      Political  confidcrations,  or  a  fricndU 
aiiiancc  cao  alone  induce  them  to  aft  otVicrw'ile. 

Wr  aic  not  yet  arrived  at  the  period  when 
nations,  dill  ovcring  their  own  interell  in  a  greater 
fi^ncToUty  of  principles,  will  by  general  confent 
give  abfolute  and   entire  liberty  to  trade.      That 
rcrlnd,  i^'  ^^'w  it  fhoiild  arrive,  is  not  yet  at  band- 
it th^rv  fcirc  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the  Eu- 
ropean   powers,   according  to  their  accuilomed 
{\\tcmy  will  lay  prohibitory  reftridlions  upon  all 
tradj  triat  is  not  their  own,  and  will  thus  reduce 
the  United  States  of  America  to  the  limited  com- 
merce which  they  carried  on  before  the  troubte 
of  Europe. 

I  do  not   mean,   however,  that   the  United 
States  arc  not  fufceptible  of  an  incrcafc  in  thdr 
commerce.     1  am  far  from  thinking. fo.    The 
extent   of  their  territory,   the  fertility  of  their 
ioil,  tiic  induftry  of  their  inhabitants,  their  bdd 
and   entcrprifing   difpoiltion,    their   rapidly  in- 
crcalir.g  population,  the  great  bays  that  penetrate 
into  the  country,  the  number  of  fine  rivers  that 
'water  it,   the  facility  of  cutting  canals^  in  order 
to  open  a  communication  between  them,  and 
this  to  connedl  the  great  lakes  with  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftauccs  promife  them  a  degree  of  profpcrity, 

which 
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which  muft  in  futtwrc  ages  render  this  part  of 
the  world  the  rival,  and  perhaps  the  fortunate 
rival,  of  Europe. 

But  then  the  Umtcd  States  will  have  a  rich 
produce  from  their  foil,  exteniive  manufadures, 
a  great  abundance  of  refourccs  within  themfel ves, 
mid  all  this  can  only  take  place  in  coniequence 
of  a  fucceffive  progreffion  of  thofe  rcfources,  and 
after  a  long  ieries  of  years  of  peace  and  internal 
tranquillity  ;  in  a  word,^by  the  gradual  operation 
of  tin^e.  But  it  is  of  the  prefent  moment  and 
of  the  exiiling  circumftances  of  the  United  States 
that  I  am  fpeaking,  when  I  apply  to  the  fudden 
increafe  of  their  commerce  this  inconteftable 
political  truths  that  all  profpenty  which  is  not 
the  refult  gf  natural  reiburces,  and  which  de- 
pend$  fblely  on  extraordinary  and  foreign  caufes, 
can  only  be  copfidered  as  (ranfient,  and  rather 
Dppofes  than  favoiM:$  an  increafe  of  wealth  in 
the  couqtry  that  experiences  it* 

This  truth,  which  holds  good  in  regard  to  all 
patic^,  has  a  ftill  ilronger  application  to  nations 
abfblutcly  new,  whofe  commercial  houfes  are 
hardlj  eftabliihed,  when  thefc  uncommonly  fa- 
vourable circumf^ces  enable  them  to  give  a 
coniiderable  extenfion  to  their  Speculations.  The 
inisfortunes  of  individual  traders,  from  which 
they  can  only  efcape  by  a  degree  of  prudence,  aU 
f  moft 


confined ;  and  even  part  ot 
Englifh  property,  either  dire 
of  credit,  given  by  the  Er 
American  ones.  If  the  A 
had  been  prudent  enough  1 
enormous  quantity  ofbufin 
combination  of  circumftancc 
only  fuch  a  part  as  was  prop 
pitals,  their  enterprifes  wou 
lefs  extcnfive,  and  the  appe 
fpcrity  Icfs  brilliant;  but  i 
have  been  more  folid  and  m 
They  fet,  on  the  contrar) 
ambition,  and  only  coniidi 
feirs  with  a  view  to  the  ci 
fccmed  to  afford.  Speculat 
a  new  lute  to  their  avidity ; 

«■!%«  wiin   ^Im-v  nmrniied   the 
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loney  from  new  purchafers  loaded  wit!)  capitals^ 
^hom  they  cxpcdcd  to  fee   driven  in   crow^i/ 
:rofs  the  Atlantic  hy  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Eu- 
Dpe. 

Laftly-,  the  eftabliftiment  of  barilcs,  and  the 
uantity  of  paper  in  circulation,  afforded  them 
ib  .new  means  of  obtaining  credit.     Trufting 

all  thcfe  hopes,  they  ventured,  without rcferve, 

■  ■    "  ■  ■  -  '■  •    . 

>on  every  fpeculation  which  held  out  the  frnalleft 

^fpetil  of  gain.     A  fpirit  of  cnterprife,   and. a 

Idncft  in  the  execution  of  their  plans,  vsrhich 

s    all   danger  at  defiance,  are  two  remarkable 

xracScriftics  of  the  American  people,  in  ^almoft 

the  fituations  of  life.     Thefe  arc,'  no  doubt, 

germ  of  great  qualities,   and  may   be   the 

ans  of  great  fucccfs ;  but  if  this  fpirit  of  cn- 

>rife,  and  this  boldnefs  were  dircded  by  pru- 

cc,  they  would  lead  to  a  much  fafer  refult ; 

:rcas  without  it  they  tend  to  confcquenccs  fo 

:h  the  more  ruinous  and  inevitable,   as  they 

not  been  forcfcen. 

liat  happened  to  the  American  merchants  ? 

Delays  natural  to  be  cxpefted  in  the  dif- 

ing  of  their  orders,  and  often  tardy  returns, 

.  though  not  hurtful  to  commerce  in  gc- 

are  highly  prejudicial  to  merchants,  when 

11  reckoning  upon  therp,   they  think  that 

.IV.  H  h  they 
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they  cartnbt  take  plaice,  and  enter  into  engag-^e- 
ihehCs  in  coni'jqucilce  6f  that  flattering  opmioi 
2.  The  taking  of  a  great  number  of  their  (hi] 
firll  by  England,  who,  independently  of  her  b 
.tile  views  towards  France,  gratified,  by 
them,  the  jealoufy  which  fhe  felt  at   the  coi 


hierclal  prbfpcrity  of  a  nation,  that  fhc  has  ncrr 
,  ceafbd  to  co^fider  as  an  aflcmblage  of  rcbcIEo 
lubjeAs,  and  afterwards  by  France,  who  was  & 
firous,  above  all,  of  injuring  the  Engliih 
iriercc ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  exprefled  her  d^i- 
contcnt  it  the  advantage  given  to  England  "•^y 
her  old  ally  America. 

3.  The  (peculations  in  land  proved  crronco^^^»5* 
The  number  of  thofe  who  prefentcd  thcmfel^""^^ 
as  purchafcrs  bore  no  proportion  to  the  numfc^^^ 
of  thpfc  who  wilhed  to  fell,  and  who  were  h»^^ 
prefled  by  want. 

4.  The  banks,  numerous  as  they  became,  coi^^ 
not  anfwcr  the  demands  of  difcount,  vrhxcr^ 
came  to  them  from  all  quarters,  confcqucn*^/ 
they  did  not  difcount  all  the*  bills  which  wc^^ 
prefcnted  to  them,  and  the  longeft  date  of  tho^^ 
they  received  did  not  exceed  lixty  days, 

5.  and  laftly,  the  prices  of  commodities  f^^^ 
fpcedily  in  Europe  very  much  below  what  tl^  ^ 
American  fpcculators  had  paid  for  the  fiime  arti  ^ 
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:les  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
n  the  mean  time,  the  day  of  fulfilling  the  en- 
gagements they  had  contracted,  in  order  to  fend 
^heir  Ihips  to  fea,  was  conftantly  coming,  round ; 
he  period  of  thofc  entered  into  upon  the  pur- 
hafc  of  land,  though  it  might  fometimc3  expe-^ 
cnce  a  little  delay,  was  fure  alfb  to  come  at 
ft ;  the  commodities,  which  were  prcventeJd 
►jrn  being  fcnt  to  Europe  by  the  low  prices  they 
xr^  there,  were  alfo  to  be  paid  for ;  and  if  any 
^  jchant  had  received  fums  of  money  in  truft, 
xich  had  enabled  him  to  extend  his  concerns 
th  a  little  more  folidity>  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
rxd  thofe  fums  upon  the  firft  demand,  which 
as  neceflarily  accelerated  by  the  precarious  and 
aixigerous  ftate  of  commerce. 

Such  is. the  difiigreeable  fituation  in  which 
ixe  American  merchants  were  involved,  and  in 
which  they  are  ftill  more  deeply  involved  every 
day ;  fuch  of  them,  at  Icaft,  as  in  their  enterprifcs 
ivcre  rather  led  away  by  their  avidity  than  guided 
>y  pradence  and  reflexion,  and  thefe  are  the 
greater  numbers. 

It  may  be  eafily  conceived  that  tlic  means  by 
vhich  they  endeavour  to  extricate  themfclves 
rom  thefe  embarraflments  are  very  difficult,  and 
equirc  great  facrificcs. 

Thofc  in  general  employed  arc  as  follows : 

Hh2  ^       Firft, 
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Firft,  a  rcqucft  made  to   fome  friend  for  f^mis 
credit  for  thirty  or  fixty  days. 

But  it  fcldom  happens  that  an  American  me=r- 
chant  does  not  find  his  friend  in  the  fame  n — <- 
ccflity.  They  therefore  accommodate  each  oth  cr 
With  notes  at  fixty  days  fight,  and  endeavour  -to 
get  them  dlfcounted  at  fome  bank,  which  is  oft^^n 
obliged  to  rcfiifc,  on  account  of  the  great  di/pi —  o* 
portion  between  its  means  and  the  great  nnml  iw 
of  fimllar  applications, 

Thefc  notes  are  then  given  to  an  cxchan^  gc 
broker,  who,  according  to  the  ftate  of  the  moAL   cj 
market,  and  the  name  of  the  indorfer,  fells  thc^m 
at  two,  and  three,  and  fomctimcs  four  and  F^rc 
per  cent  per  month  difcount. 

Thefe  notes  are  afterwards  dcpofitcd  at  the 
bank  by  the  purchafer,   and   it  then  bccorac? 
highly  necefl!ary   to    pay   them  when  due;   for 
there  is  no  more  credit,  no  more  poflSbility  of 
difcount,   for  a  merchant,  whofc  bill  has  been 
protcftcd  after  once  being  depofited  at  the  bant. 

They  alfo  endeavour  to  obtain  others,  of  which 
they  avail  themfclves  in  the  fame  manner. 

But  it  will  not  do  to  put  too  many  notes  into 
circulation.  '  Their  renewal,  too  often  repeated, 
might  have  a  had  effcv5t  upon  their  credit,  which 
it  is  important  for  them  not  entirely  to  lofo. 
Tlicy  thai  buy  bills  of  exchange  upon  London  at 
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a  long  date,  and  fell  them  for  ready  money  l)elow 
par.   This  is  a  frequent  means  of  procuring  cafh. 

Sometimes  goods  are  taken  upon  the  longeft 
credit  that  can  be  obtained,  and  Ihipped  for  a 
foreign  market ;  and,  in  this  cafe,  the  American 
inerchant  draws  according  to  his  ueccffitics,  the 
London  mcrclionts  engaging  to  accept  the  con- 
ligner's  notes  for  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of 
the  confignment,  upon  tranfniitting  to  them  the 
bill  of  lading,  and  empowering,  tlicm  to  make  the 
infurancc. 

If  thefe  means  fail,  the  merchant  whofe  wants 
arc  urgent,  fends  his  merchandife,  if  he  have 
any,  to  a  public  aucllon,  or  elfe  he  procures  dry 
goods  at  a  high  price,  and  at  five  or  fix  months 
credit,  and  has  th^n^  publicly  fold,  very  often  with 
the  lofs  of  twxnty-fivc  or  thirty  pe?  cent. 

Sometimes  he  endeavours  by  building  houies, 
or  by  fonie  other  oftentatious  expenfc,  to  create ' 
a  falfc  opinion  of  the  ftate  of  his  aftairs,  which 
arc  thereby  rendered  niuch  worfe. 

Such  are,  in  part,  the  burdenfomc  means  which 
the  merchant,  deceived  in  his  Ipeculations,  t^kes 
in  order  to  prolong  his  commercial  exillencc.  But 
thofe  means  only  icrxc  to  render  his  ruin  naorc 
inevitable.  At  length  he  can  no  longer  uphold 
his  credit ;  and  it  often  happens  that  a^  hpufe 
which  in  the  evening  was  thought  worth  three 

H  h  3  or 
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or  four  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  offers  in  the 
morning  four  or  five  fhillings  in  the  pound  to  its 
creditors. 

It  is  true  that  examples  arc  not  wanting  of 
merchants,  who,  before  they  declared  their  bani- 
ruptcy,  robbed  their  creditors  of  a  great  part  of 
their  money,  by  donations  made  to  their  wires 
and  children,  and  by   concealing  paper  in  their 
pocket-books.   There  are  alfo  inftances  of  others, 
who,  upon  lofmg  their  credit,  fecretly  buy  upon 
'change,  with  money  kept  in  referve,  their  own 
bills,  when  atadifcount  of  perhaps  fifty  andfixty 
per  cent. 

The  latter,  though  real  bankmpts,  and  even 
fraudulent  ones,  avoid  the  name,  and  do  bufincfs 
the  next  day  with  more  certain  credit,  in  propM- 
tion  as  their  manoeuvre  is  better  kno\vn,  for  they 
arc  then  fuppofed  to  be  poffefled  of  property. 

As  to  him  who  has  declared  his  bankruptcji 
as  foon  as  he  has  delivered  the  remains  of  his  for- 
tune to  his  creditors  he  is  free   by  law ;  and 
though  in  fome  ftatcs  the  law  gives  his  creditors 
a  claiin  upon  his   future   fortune,  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  lofs  upon  their  debts,  he  cafily 
evades   the  regulation,   by   not  difcovcring  the 
profits  he  may  derive  from  the  fums  he  has  with- 
held, or  by  carr)'ing  on  his  new  commercial  ope- 
rations under  another  name, 

AU 
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AU  thefe  fatal  and  ihamcful  traniadipns  are 
the  natural  coxifequences  of  ipeculations  under* 
taken  and  carried  on  withoi}t  a  proportionate  ca- 
pital. And  thefe  are  not  the  only  ones.  An 
American  merchant's  want  of  pundluality  in  his 
payments^  no  doubt,  infpires  thofe  who  may 
have  occaiion  to  deal  with  him  with  djftmft ; 
but  it  does  not  produce  in  himfelf  any  fentiment 
of  fliame,  and  affcfts  his  reputation  very  little, 
even  if  it  afFeft  it  at  all. 

The  merchant  wjio  has  fufpcnded  his  pay- 
ments, and  whofe  bills  are  proteftcd,  i3  equally 
well  received  upon  'change,  in  fociety,  and  even 
obtains  the  mod  diflinguiihed  publi/::  employ- 
ments. He  is  generally  confidered  as  a  jnan  who 
has  played  jiis  game  ill,  or  who  hag  met  with  a 
bad  nm  of  luck . 

The  frequency  of  thple  examples,  common 
intereft,  and  the  opinion  generally  entertained  in 
America,  that  no  one  can  have  any  thing  more 
eflential  to  do  than  to  endeavour  to  get  money, 
produce,  I  will  not  fay  this  toleration,  but  this 
total  indifference  in  the  public  mind. 

Thus,  while  the  merchant  In  Europe  is  guided 
in  his  commercial  condud  by  his  perfonal  inte- 
grity and  the  prefcrvation  of  his  honour,  of  his 
credit,  and  of  the  reputation  of  his  name,  the 
American  merchant  has  no  other  reflraint  than 
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fituation  of  Europe  and  the  Weft  Indies  has  pro 
dueed^  and  of  the  dangerous  facility  aflFordcd  t>;f 
the  great  number  of  banks. 

In  almoft  all  the  great  towns  of  the  Unit«d 
States,  and  particularly  of  thofe  to  the  northwajrd 
of  Baltimore,  every  body  is  a  nacrchant ;  that     is 
to  fay,  every  body  ipeculates,  trades,  and  jobs     b 
the  ftocks.     The  judge,  the  advocate,  the  phyr-fi- 
cian,  and  the  miniftcr  of  divine  worfliip,  are  sai^i 
or  almoft  all,  more  or  lefs  interefted  in  the  C^sifi 
of  land,  in  the  purchafc  of  goods,  in  that  of  b^iJ^ 
of  exchange,   and  in  lending  money  at  two        ^^ 
three  per  cent  per  month :  few  of  them  arc  co^^n* 
tented  with  what  they  have. 

The  merit  of  a  man  is  rather  too  much  c£=3i- 
mated  in  America  by  the  fortune  which  he       i 
fuppofed  to  poiTeis ;  and  no  body  lands  in  tl2is 
new  world  without  the  projed:  of  making     ^ 
ample  and  rapid  fortune;  examples   of  fucc^^ 
being  fo   frequent,  that  they  hold  out  a  gr^^t 
encouragement  to  thefe  projedts.     The  means  of 
executing  them  were  alio  for  a  long  while  grc»tt 
but  they  are  lefs  fo  at  preient,  at  leaft  in  thh 
way ;  and  avidity  does  not  dimini(h  in  the  iax»c 
proportion. 

Here  then  are  a  great  many  fnares  laid  6x 
delicacy ;  a  great  m^ny  reafons  ezplanatofy  pT 
the  ftate  of  commerce  in  the  United  States,  and 
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the  faithful  account  that  I  have  juft  gircn  of  it, 
will  leave  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  my  a£ertion, 
that  the  brilliant  appearance  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  increafe  of  its  aAivity 
and  of  its  exports,  are  no  more  than  a  tranlient 
gleam  of  profperity,  rather  pernicious  than  ufefiil 
to  real  wealth,  and  to  true  national  profperity. 

No  doubt,  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe  evils,  con- 
fiderable  fortunes  have  ftartcd  up.  Some  of  them 
have  been  made  by  prudence  and  induftry ;  others 
are  the  offspring  of  good  fortune.  The  cities  are 
grown  infinitely  larger,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
is  of  itfelf  a  great  evil:  they  are  embellilhed; 
but  luxury  has  made  its  way  fjrom  every  quarter 
into  the  United  States ;  and  when  the  commerce 
of  Europe  refumes  its  level,  and  when  peace  fliall 
have  reftorcd  to  every  power  the  enjoyment  of  its 
rights, -it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  nothing  will 
remain  to  the  United  States  of  the  aftonifhing 
and  momentaneous  increafe  of  their  commercial 
adtvity,  but  a  love  of  litztiry,  and  the  impdfiibi- 
lity  of  fatisfying  it. 

That  epoch  will  probably  be  alfo  the  moment 

•   •  •       . 

of  new  misfortunes  to  more  than  one  American 
houie ;  but,  as  a  friend  to  America,  I  beg  leave 
to  fay,  that  if  flic  profit  by  experience,  it  raiay 
alfo'  be  the  epoch  of  her  certain  improvement, 
of"  her  real  pro%crity, '  and  of  a  folid  increafe  of 

her 
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order  to  enforce  his  claims,  at  a  great  expence, 
and  of  being  thus  kept  at  a  diftance  from  the 
centre  of  his  affairs ;  or  of  being  obliged  to  en- 
trufl  the  management  of.  his  caufe  to  another; 
adds  much  to  the  misfortune  of  feeing  hinafclf 
deprived,  during  a  tedious  law-fuit,  of  the  ufe 
of  his  money,  notwithftaiiding  the  clearuefs  of 
his  cafe.  It  is  then,  that  he  IcFerely  feels  thd 
want  of  thofc  commercial  tribunals,  of  tbl^c 
confular  jurifdiftories  16  wifely  eftabliihed  .  in 
France,  where  the  moft  honourable  ind  beft  in- 
formed  merchants  are  annually  eleiled  as  judges ; 
where  the  proceedings  are  free  from  all  poffibility 
of  chicane,  and  do  not  coft  more  than  fix  dollars 
in  expences ;.  where  the  caufes  apparently  the 
moft  complicated  are  decided  in  the  fpace  of 
three  weeks ;  and  where  there  are,  I  will  not  fay 
none,  but  very  few  examples  at  leaft,  of  judges 
accufed  of  partiality  in  their  judgments,  or  of 
careleffnefs  in  the  inveftigation  of  fa(3:s;  and 
where,  in  cafe  of  an  appeal  to  the  fuperior  courts, 
the  party  in  whofc  favour  fcntence  has  been  pro- 
nounced, can  obtain  pofleffion  of  the  fum  award- 
ed him,  or  of  the  effefts  which  he  claims,  upon 
giving  fecurity  to  return  them,  in  cafe  of  a  con- 
trary judgment  being  pronounced  bythe  court  of 
appeal. 

DEALINGS 
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DEALINGS  IN  LAND. 

In    fpcaking  generally  of  the  trade   of  the 
United   States,  I  mentioned  the  traffic  that  is 
carried  on  in  land  as  one  of  its  elements.     This 
kind  of  commerce  is  fo  pectdiar  to  North  Ame- 
rica, that  it  is  deferring  to  be  made  known^  at 
Icaft  in  a  fuccinft  manner. 

^hc  traffic  in  land,  is  founded  upon  the  con- 
fiderable  mafs  of  land  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  in  comparifon  with  their  prcfent 
population,  and  upon  the  probability  of  the  aug- 
mentation of  that  population,  either  by  hs  own 
means  of  reproduftion,  or  by  foreign  emigrations. 
This  traffic  is,  like  all  the  other  branches  of . 
trade,  and  more  than  any  other,  a  traffic  of  fpo* 
cukition. 

The  waftc  lands,  and  they  amounted  to  naoie 
than  four-fifths  of  America,  were  found,  at  the 
end  of  the  revolution,  to  belong   to   diffitcnt 
ftatcs,  which,  as  fovcreigns,  have  inherited  tlu» 
property  from  the  fovercignty  of  the  crown  of 
England.     Many  of  thcfc  lands  were  ftill  occu- 
pied by  Indian  nations ;  but  a  part  of  tjiofe  na- 
tions had,  during  the 'war,  joined  the   Engliih 
troops  againft  the  United  States.     It  was  necef* 
l;ir}'  then  to  drive  them  back,  or  rather  it  was 
ncv-^eiVjry  to  drive  back  all  the  Indians,  whofc 

vicinage 
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vicinage  the  United  Stat^bofe  with  impatience* 
Here  it  may  be  proper  to  remark^  that  the  Ini* 
dian  nations,  who  were  formerly  the  ibie  pro- 
prietors of  the  American  continent,  and  to  who& 
hofpitality  the  eftablifbment  of  the  Etiropeans  b 
iblely  due,  are  confidered  by  the  defcendants  of 
the  firft  colonics,  as  ufurpers  of  the  land  wfai<^ 
they  ftill  pofieis,  and  as  only  holding  it  by  viitao 
of  their  good  will  and  pleafure. 

The  lands  granted  by  the  kings  of  inland 
before  177 6,  hare,  with  fbme  exceptioiis,  re- 
mained in  the  poileflion  of  thofe  to  whom  the 
^ant  was  made.;  but  the  quantity  of  theie  was 
infinitely  fmall,  in  proportion  to  the  mafe  of  the 
imcultivated  land.  The  proportion  of  the  quan- 
tities of  thefe  lands  was  not  even  in  the  ratio  of 
the  extent  of  territory  of  each  ftate.  The  fmall 
i^tcs,  particularly  thole  that  lie  near  the  fca, 
having  been  longer  inhabited,  poiTefled  but  a 
iinaU  portion ;  and  ibme  had  none  at  all ;  while 
the  great  dates,  thofe  particularly  whofe  territory 
extended  far  into  the  interior  of  America,  liich 
as  Georgia,  the  two  Carolinas,  Virginia,  Pennlyl- 
irania,  the  ftate  of  'New  York,  Maflachufetts 
and  New  Hampfhire,  were  in  pofleflion  of  im- 
menie  quantities.  It  was  ncoeflary  for  thefe  iktes 
to  fell  the  wafte  lands,  in  order  both  to  afford 
their  growing  population  eaiier  means  of  acquir- 
ing 
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ing  property,  and  to  hold  out  a  bait  to  forei^ 

cmiirration. 

«.. 

LalH\ ,  the  ftatcs  had  debts  refulting  from  the 
war,  \vhich  it  was  neccflary  to  liquidate,  without 
burdening  the  nation  with  new  taxes.  For  at 
firft  it  was  little  able  to  bear  them,  and  it  was 
even  the  intercft  of  the  ftates  to  diminiih  the 
exiiting  taxes  as  much  as  poffiblc,  in  order  to  ren- 
der fettling  in  their  territory  more  advantageous 
and  attrac^tive. 

In  the  lands  to  be  fold  were  compril'ed  thd 
confifcated  eftates  of  the  Tories,  w  ho  had  fcncd 
the  Englifh  during  the  revolution.  The  ftates 
cannot  be  accnfed  of  having  enforced  this  law  ot 
conlil'cation  with  too  great  fcverity. 

In  order  to  bring  thefe  lands  to  fale,  the  ftate 
opened   Lmd-offices,  where  perlbns  who  meant 
to  |)urchalc  received  warrants  or  commiffions  to 
iuivt-  the  lands  they  pointed  out  furveycd,  by  the 
ilir\  ey<;r  oi'  the  ftate  ;  but  they  were  not  pilt  ia 
poirciiion  of  them,  till  it  appearcd  that  tlicy  had 
not  yet  b'.'en  ccrantc-tl  to  any  one,  and  were  not  to 
receive  tiic  title-deeds  till  they  had  paid  the  fti- 
pulated  price,  and  fulfilled  the  conditions  impofed 
bv  the  law. 

The  lands  occupied  by  the  Indians  were  not 
immediately  fold  ;  but  the  ftates  fold  the  right  of 
pre-emption,  that  b  to  fay,  the  exclufivc  privilege 

of 
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of-  purchaiing  thofe  lands>  as  loon  as  tke  Indians 
fliould  confent  to  fell  them ;  and  theftateun^ 
dettook  the  negotiation,  as  foon  as  it  Hiould  deem 
it  poflible  to  fct  it  on  foot. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a  detail  of 
the  frequent  alterations   made  by  the  ftates  in. 
their  laws  concerning  the  falc  of  land,  and  of  the 
•  ftill  more  frequent  departure  from  them  by  the 
land-offices  themfelves ;  of  their  conftant  negli- 
gence in  the  examination  of  the  mcafuremcnt, 
and  of  the  greater  or  lefs  validity  of  the  titles ;  in 
a  word,  of  the  great  abufes  of  every  kind  w^hich 
have  taken  place  in  this  branch  of  the  adminiftra* 
^on.     To  do  fb,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  write 
^.particular  hiftory  of  the  laws  and  land-offices 
^f  each  ftate.     Suffice   it  to  lay,  that  there  arc 
£ew  which  have  aded  with  the  neceflary  punctu- 
ality, few  which  have  dealt  fairly  and  honourably, 
and  few  which  have  Ihewn  the  attention  which 
we  hav  e  a  right  to  expe<fl  from  every  public  ad- 
miniilration. 

The  lands  were  offered  to  fale  to  any  one  who 
wifhed  to  purchafc  them. 

A  certain  quantity  was  given  to  the  troops  em* 
ployed  during  the  war. 

Several  other  large  portions  were  put  up  to  fale 
by  the  commifiioncrs. 

Vol.  IV.  I  i  Families, 
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Famili^,  either  foreigners  or  Americans,  bough! 
fmall  parcels,  with  a  view  of  fettKng. 

But  the  ftates,  more  taken  up  with  the  delire 
of  obtaining  the  money,  of  which  they  ftood  in 
need,  tfean  rfdkgt  of  fpcedily  covering  thofe  lands 
with  cultivators  ;  and  thinking,  befides,  that  great 
proprietors  would  be  excited  by  their  interdl  to 
parcel  them  out  with  more  promptitude  than  a 
ftate  could  do,  readily  confented  to  fell  them  in 
large  maffcs,  in  oppofition  to  the  law  which,  in 
many  of  the  ftates,  limited  the  number  of  acres 
that  would  be  fold  to  any  one  pcrfbn  to  five  or 
fix  hundred. 

This  reguhition  has  been  evaded  in  the  ftates- 
in  which  it  exifted,  by  felling  great  quantities  of 
kind  to  the  fame.pcrfons  imder  ditfcrent  names, 
and  by  making  out  as  many  contra (fts  of  fale,  un* 
dcr  thefe  fidlitious  names,  as  the  quantity  of  lani 
fold  contained  lots  of  the  extent  fpecificd  in  the 
law. 

Almoft  all  thefe  contracts  of  fale  alfo  contained 
a'daufe,  by  which  the  purchafcr  \>'as  required  t^ 
cultivate,  or  caufe  to  be  cultivated,  a  certai-'^ 
quantity  of  acres  per  lot,  within  a  gi\xn  tim^ 
and  the  penalty  of  difpoiFeflion  was  pronounce ' 
againft  any  Qiw-wlw>fliould  negleft  to  fulfil  tK^ 
condition.  It  Is  cafy  to  conceK'e  that  this  cor^ 
•     •    •  •  ditiot^^ 
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dition,  fo  difficult  to  comply  with  in  great  bar* 
gains,  has  been  frequently  evacjed. 

It  was  then  that  the  great  /peculations  began, 
land  being  ptirchafaWe  of  all  the  dates  at  a  very 
low  price.  The  ftates  were  imindated  with 
paper-money,  peculiar  to  each,  and  all  in  a  flate 
of  depreciation.  The  periods  of  payment  oc- 
curred  at  diftant  intervals.  The  increafe  of  po- 
pulation, emigration,  and  the  clearing  of  the 
land,  promifcd  a  great  and  fpeedy  rife  in  the 
value  of  thefe  lands.  The  fpirit  of  fpeculation 
then  laid  hold  of  every  clafs  of  the  inhabitants  of 
America.  This  was  at  the  time  of  the  new  fyf-- 
I  tcm  of  finance,  when  fo  many  confiderable  for- 
tunes were  made  by  jobbing  in  the  certificates  of 
the  American  debt.  The  legiflatures  of  the  ftates, 
feme  of  them  at  Icaft,  gave  ftill  greater  cncou-*' 
ragement  to  the  fale  of  their  ]ands>  by  ordering^ 
that  certain  kinds  of  the  depreciated  paper  fhould 
be  taken  in  payment  of  the  piirchafe  ;  a  regula- 
tion which  gave  rife  to  confiderable  malverfations. 
The  members  who  compofed  thefe  legiflatnres, 
were  often  feen  to  confult  their  private  interefts 
in  thefe  operations  of  finance. 

At  that  time,  as  I  have  juft  faid,  the  ftates  were 
inundated  with  paper  money  of  different  kinds, 
the  fruit  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  war,  and  of 
the  diftrefs  which  had  been  its  confcquence.  They 
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of  them ;  and  Europe  was  filled  with  the  moft 
pompous  defcriptions  and  the  moft  complete 
maps  of  lands  which  were  often  unknown  to 
their  proprietor,  and  even  to  every  one  elfe. 

Several  great  falcs,  efFefted  in  England,  upon 
advantageous  terms,  raifea  the  price  of  thefc 
lands,  increafed  the  confidence  of  the  fpcculators, 
added  to  their  numbers,  and  extended  their  fpe- 
culations.  The  opinion  of  an  immcnfe  migra- 
tion, to  which  the  French  revolution,  and  the- 
lituation  of  Europe,  gave  rife,  confpired  to  give 
confidence  to  thefe  fpeculators ;  and  every  one 
engaged  the  more  eagerly  in  this  kind  of  fpecula- 
tion,  as  the  periods  of  the  payments  to  be  made  to 
the  ftates  were  always  long ;  as  ftill  longer  delays 
were  obtained  without  much  difficulty ;  and  as 
the  lands  in  queftion  were  as  yet  exempt  from  all 
taxes. 

The  fccond  fellers  frequently  granted  very  ad- 
vantageous conditions  of  payment,  and  yet  fold 
at  a  tolerably  low  price.  In  the  ftate  of  Penniyl- 
vania,  and  in  that  of  Maryland,  every  foreigner 
could  buy  and  poilefs  land  as  well  as  a  citizen. 

In  fome  others,  in  which  the  law  did  not 
allow  this  privilege  to  foreigners,  it  gave  the  le- 
giflature  the  right  of  permitting  it ;  and  that  pcr^ 
miffion  was  eafily  obtained. 

Jn  aU,  a  foreigner  might  hold  land  in  the  name 
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o(  an  inhabitant ;  and  the  great  intcrcft  that  the 
ilates  had  in  felling,  and  in  brin^g  foreign 
capitals  into .  their  territory,  gave  great  fccurity 
to  this  borrowed  right  of  poffeffion. 

The  United  States  were  in  the  enjoyment  of 
great  commercial  ptofperity.     Nothing  fccmcd 
Jikely  to  difturb  their  tranquillity :  and  a  great 
number  of  Europeans,  feduccd  by  the  fuddcn  in- 
cieafc  of  the  value  of  American  lands,  faw,  in  the 
Sacrifice  which  they  made  of  a  few  thoufand  dol- 
lars in  the  purchafe  of  thofe  lands,  a  four-fold  or 
ten-fold  augmentation  of  their  capitals  in  a  very 
fmall  number  of  years, 

The  fpeculators  in  land  who  hold  a  great  quan- 
tity, have  different  means  of  turning  them  to 
account. 

1 .  By  felling  them  in  large  parcels  to  men  ol 
fortune  in  Europe,  or  America. 

2.  By  felling  them  in  fmall  parcels  to  familiCSi 
who  mean  to  fettle  upon  them. 

8.  By  prelerving  them,  till  time,  and  a  diini* 
nution  of  the  quantity  of  this  fort  of  merchan- 
dize, have  raiied  the  value  of  it  to  a  price  anfwer- 
able  to  their  expedations. 

The  firft  of  theie  means  is  that  which  is  moft 
generally  defired :  it  is  that  on  account  of  which 
fo  many  agents  were  fcnt  to  Europe  ;  fuch  great 
advantages  held  out  to  thofe  who  fhould  procure 

purchafcrs  \ 
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porchaicrs ;  and  fo  rpzuy  fidions  iuveixted.     A^ 
great  quantity  of  land  was  fold  in  this  mannc^^ 
In  making  bargain:^  of  this  kind^.aa  vyell  a^  in  »l| 
others,  the  buyer  and  feller  endeavoured  to  niake 
the  mod:  advantageous  conditions.     The  periocls 
of  payment  are  generally  ihort ;  at  leaft  a  large 
part  of  the  purchaie-^money  is  paid  down  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  bargain.     Tlic  conditions  imt- 
poied  by  the  ftates  in  the  <:ontrac9:s  of  falc  are 
binding  upon  the  new  purchafcr ;  but  very  often 
the  old  purchafcr  remains  refponiible,  in  cafe  of 
their  not  being  fulfilled  by  the  i3^w  one.     The 
new  purchafers  become  fpeculators  thcmfclves ; 
and  in  order  to  turn  their  9ew  property  to  ao- 
county  have  rccourfe  to  the  &me  means  that 
were  employed  by  thofe  of  whom  they  bought  it. 

Land  is  fold  in  fmall  parcels  in  fevcral  ways.  . 

Either  out  and  out  for  ready  money ;  although 
this  mode  of  fale  is  not  unfrequenta  it  is  not  the 
moft  common. 

Or  out  and  out,  but  to  be  paid  for  by  inftal- 
ments ;  in  which  cafe  the  latter  does  not  deliver 
the  title-deeds  till  after  the  purchafe- money  is 
entirely  paid  ;  and  retains  a  right.of  ejcding  the 
jiew  fettler  from  his  land,  if  the  conditions  of 
paypient,  and  all  others  appertaining  to  the  bar- 
R^n,  (which  generally  confifls  oi  an  obligation 
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to  clear  a  ccrtMi  number  of  acres)  be  not  ftiB 
filled.  Sometimes  the  feller  only  retpiires  a  (marf 
part  of  the  price  of  the  land  in  ready  money ;  and' 
the  land  remains  fubjeft  to  a  perpetual  rent,  pay 
able  in  money  or  in  produce,  which  the  parcha- 
fer  is  not  always  at  liberty  to  redeem. 

Sometimes  he  fells,  or  rather  he  alienates,  only 
for    a    certain    number   of  years — for   inftance, 
twelve  or  fifteen;  and  in  moft  of  thefe  bargains 
the  purchaser  binds  himfelf  to  perform  a  certain 
number  of  days'  work  in  perfbn,  at  the  rcqucft 
of  the  feller;  to  clear  annually  a  certain  number 
of  acres,  or  to  build  houfes ;  and  all  thdc  im- 
provements revert  to  the  feller,  when  the  tamot 
years  for  which  the  bargain  was  made  is  cipirei 
I  fball  here  remark,  by  the  way,  that  this  kind  of 
fale  for  a  limited  time,  or  for  an  annual  rent, 
may  give  great   proprietors  an  influence  in  the 
cle<^Hons  of  the  legiflaturc,  in  a  country  as  )"ct  not 
very  rich,  and  where  every  body  is  an  clcAor.     k 
is  accordingly  acknowledged   that  it  docs  give 
fucK  influence,  and  it  is  known  that  fuch  or  fuch 
a  perfon  can  difpole   of  ib  many  feats  in  the  !e-{ 
glflaturc  of  his  Hate, 

As  yet,  however,  thefe  exnn^Ies  arc  not  frc-; 
quent.     Almoft  all  the  great  landed  proprict 
endeavour  to  get  fome  purchafcrs  of  fm;iU  lots  (p 
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fettle  upon  their  cftates;  becaufe,  by  clearing 
ibme  portions  of  it  they  enhance  the  value  of  the 
reft. 

The  third  mean,  that  of  waiting  till  time  has 
raifed  the  price  of  land,  is  the  refource  of  great 
proprietors,  who  have  not  been  able  to  employ  the 
two  others.  With  ibme,  however,  it  is  a  mer? 
calculation ;  a  calculation  fo  much  the  more  dan- 
gerous, as  the  ambition  of  the  proprietor  increafes 
with  the  rife  in  the  price,  in  calb  fuch  a  rife  take 
place  ;  and  as  that  rife  is  far  from  being  certain, 
Bnd  as  there  is  already  a  number  of  examples  of 
proprietors  who,  in  the  following  year,  would 
have  been  glad  to  fell  at  the  price  that  they  had 
refufcd  the  year  before.  They  are,  however,  not 
the  more  inclined  to  take  the  price  that  is  then 
offered  them,  becaufe  it  is  lower;  thpy  rather 
wifh  to  wait  for  the  price  which  they  have  re- 
fufed.  This  is  the  way  in  which  every  kind  of 
ipeculation  is  in  general  conduced.  A  great 
profit  does  not  fuffice,  when  we  flatter  ourfclves 
that  we  Ihall  obtain  a  greater  ftill.  We  are  but 
too  apt  to  flatter  ourfclves;  and  it  fometimcs 
happens  that  at  lafl:  we  obtain  nothing  at  all. 

Speculations  in  land  have  been  the  means  of 
making  great  fortunes  in  America ;  but  they  have 
ftllb  occafloned  more  diftreis,  total  ruin,  and 
great  and  difallyqus  bankruptcies,  than  any  other 
*■'  kind. 
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kind.     Of  this  there  are  fome  remarkable  ex^ 
amples,  among  an  infinite  number  of  others  of 
lefs  note,  but  not  lefs  certain.    For  prudence  has 
xio  more  been  the  guide  of  thefe  fpeculators  than 
of  others;  nor  are  there  any  which  have  been 
more  generally  adopted,  nor  which  have  been  a 
greater  fource  of  deception.     The  lands  in  Ame- 
rica are  alfo  the  branch  of  trade  which  has  given 
cxrcafion  to  the  greateft  number  of  law-fiiits ;  as 
well  on  account  of  the  titles  as  of  the  limits, 
and  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  of  fale. 

The  moft  certain,  as  well  as  the  moft  advan- 
tageous means  of  deriving  profit  from  a  great  a- 
tent  of  new  land  in  America,  is,  for  the  purchafer 
to  begin  clearing  it  of  himfelf ;  to  attrad  inhabi- 
tants as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  by  giving  them,  at  a 
low  rate,  and  even  for  nothing,  if  neceflary,  a 
number  of  acres  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  family ;  to  creft  mills,  make  bridges  and 
roads ;  to  build  houfcs  even ;  and  to  encouragCi 
in  every  way,  the  efforts  of  the  new  fettlcrs ;  in 
fiiort,  to  make  confiderable  iacrificcs  in  the  firft 
infbmce. 

There  is  no  example  of  thefc  firft  .facrificcs, 
when  made  with  intelligence,  and  to  a  fuitable 
extent,  not  having  rapidly  incrcafcd  the  value  of 
the  land  referved  by  the  proprietor,  and  fpeedily 
enriched   him,  by  attrading  goeat  numbers  of 

^mi^nts 


THE  UNITJU)  STAXSS^  CAKADA^  &C.         49I 

emigrants  from  other  countries.  Many  of  tbcie 
l)rilllant  fuccefZes  may  be  quoted;  a:id  among 
them  that  of  the  Dutch  company^  which  i$  ikil* 
fully  direded  by  a  Mr.  Cas£N0R£  ;  but  no  one's 
fucceis  has  been  more  complete  tha|i  that  of 
Captain  Wilhamfon  in  the  Geneilee. 

This  honoxirable  and  fafe  manner  of  deriving 
advantage  from  the  poiTeffion  of  a  great  quantity 
of  new  land^  requires  indeed  a  command  of 
monfey ;  and  there  are  very  few  Ipeculators  in 
land  who  have  any.  Thoft  who  have,  are  not 
inclined  to  withdraw  it  from  the  bufinels  of 
ftock-jobbing,  from  which  they  get  a  return 
three  or  four  times  a  year,  with  great  profits ; 
but  more  commonly  they  have  none.  Very 
pften,  indeed,  thefe  ipeculations  are  carried  oq  •- 
without  the  fmalleft  capital ;  or  elfe  by  merchants, 
Shopkeepers,  and  workmen,  who  have  occaiion 
(ox  their  mone}'  in  trade ;  for^  as  I  iaid  before, 
fvcry  body  deals  in  land. 

Thcie  means  are,  however,  becoming  more 
neceifary  than  they  have  been  hitherto.  The 
buying  of  land  is  no  Icmger  fo  much  the  faihion  ; 
^nd  the  commodity  abounds  the  more  in  the 
fnarket,  in  proportion  ^commercial  operations 
ffucc  leis  fuccefsful,  and  as  private  fortunes  are  de^ 
payed.  The  numerous  deceptions  which  the 
J^urppeans  have  experienced  In  the  purchafc  of 

American 
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American  lands,  have  brought  them  into  great 
difcredit  in  Europe.  France  advances  much  moTc 
rapidly  than  was  fuppofed  to  be  poffible,  towar  ^^ 
a   ftate   of  complete  tranquillity,    which    m^uft 
make  it-bnce  more  a  comfortable  abode,     TI^H^ 
derangement  of  many  French  fortunes  by  me^E=ins 
of  the  revolution,  will  bring  a  great  number —    of 
cftates  to  fale.     Commerce  and  the  manufa<5hi  — res 
will  alfo  afford  great  and  advantageous  room  i^rfor 
foreign  capitals.      It  will  be  the  fame    fucc^  ef. 
fively,  with  the  other  European  States,  if  they      -art 
doomed  to  experience  the  mifchiefs  of  a  re  ^^o* 
lution ;  and  if  fome  European  capitalifts  flia  wJd 
think  that  a  part  of  their  fortune  would  be  lairf 
out  with  more  fafety  beyond  the  Atlantic  than 
clfewhere,  they  would  probably  prefer  the  vcftin^ 
of  it  in  the  American  funds  to  the  purchafc  of 
diftant  lands.     For  every  one  in  Europe  muff 
now  be  aware,   that  no  man  lliould  now  bay 
land   in  America  till  it  has  been  in^dcd  by 
himfelf,  or  by  fome  of  his  particular  friends. 

The  quantity  of  land  upon  fale  in  the  United 
States  is  immenfe.     Tranquillity  is  not  fb  com- 
'plctely  eftablifhed  there  ds  it  appeared  to  be  two 
years  ago.     It  is  threatened  on  more  fides  than 
one-     The  fpirit  of  democracy  has  made  as  great 
and  as  rapid  progrefs  in  the  country,  as  the  fpirit 
of  ariflocr^cy  has  in  the  towns.     Although  the 

proportion 
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proportioa  of  proprietors  is  incomparably,  greater 
there  than  in  any  part  of  Europe,  there  exifts  a 
certain    number  of  non-proprietors ;  and   every 
body  thinks  he  has  a  right  to  have  an  eftate; 
The   murmurs  againft  the  poffcffors  of  a  great 
number  of  acres  of  land,  which  they  keep  in  their 
ow^n  hands,  till  they  think  they  can  get  a  fuffi- 
cicnt  price,  and  thus  put  the  purchafe  of  it  be- 
yond the  reach  of  thcfe   non-proprietors,  begin 
to  be  fomewhat  violent ;  for  every  body  know^ 
the    low  price    which  thefe  pofleflbrs    of  great 
maffcs  of  land  originally  paid  for  them.     Many 
families  fettle  without  title  or  pcrmiffion  upon 
thefe  large  properties,  and  their  number  fbme- 
timcs  renders  it   very  difficult   to   ejedl  them. 
The  judgments  of  the  tribunals  which  orders 
them  off  the  land,  cannot  often  be  put^in  execu- 
tion, becaufe  public,  opinion  begins  to  be  very 
ftrong  againft  the  holding  of  fuch  large  trafts  of 
land,  which  is  already  called  a  monopoly.    I  could 
quote   feveral  examples  of  this;    but  it  is  not 
my  purpofe  here  to  enter  into  particulars.     Al- 
though many  members   of  the   legiflature   arc 
themfelvcs  great  landholders,  the  legiflatures  can 
no  longer  prolong  the  periods  of  payment,  and 
alter  the  conditions  of  lale.     In  many  ftates,  the 
uncultivated  land  begins  to  be  already  fubjcdl  to 
taxes  ;  as  yet  indeed  they  are  taxed  very  low  ;  but 

the 
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the  time  approaches  when  thofe  taxes  will  in* 
crcafe,  and  when  the  legiflaturcs,  perceiving  that 
it  is  the  intereft  of  their  ftate  to  attraft  thither  a 
greater  population,  will  find,  perhaps,  that  it  is 
good  policy  to  raife  the  taxes  even  higher  than 
that  of  the  cultivated  land,  till  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  their  extent  at  leaft  is  cleared,  in  order  to 
render  the  poffeffion  of  thefe  lands  burthenibme 
to  thofe  who  keep  too  great  a  cjuantity  in  their 
hands,  and  thus  to  make  it  their  own  intereft 
fpeedily  to  parcel  them  out.     All  thefe  circum- 
ftances  render  it  more  neceflary  than  ever  for 
the  great  holders  of  land  to  take  the  fpccdieft 
means  of  turning  it  to  account,  atjd  muft  confc- 
quently  tend  to  difcourage  this  kind  of  /pecula- 
tion. 

This  ftate  of  things  is,  no  doubt,  an  unfortu- 
nate one  for  the  fpeculators  in  land,  and  for  thofe 
who  poiTefs  great  mafles  of  it.  Hence  probably 
many  of  them  will  find  themfelves  deceived  i^ 
their  calculations,  and  many  of  their  fortunes 
will  be  deranged.  But  this  is  nothing  in  coiP* 
parifon  with  the  national  profperity  that  will  r^ ' 
fiilt  from  the  clearing  and  occupying  of  the  un- 
cultivated  and  dcfert  lands,  whether  the  fcttlers 
have  bought  them  of  the  proprietors,  or  whether 
they  have  ufurped  the  poiTcffion  of  them. 

The  land  in  America  is  in  general  good,  and 

only 
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only  requires  to  be  tilled  to  afford  an  ample  pro- 
duce. The  population  increafes,  as  has  already 
been  feen,  in  an  almoft  incredible  proportion ; 
and  the  people  in  America  are  not  deterred  from 
the  clearing  of  wafte  land,  either  by  attachment 
to  their  natal  foil,  by  the  greatncfs  of  the  dif- 
tanee,  or,  in  Ihort,  by  any  difficulty  whatever* 
The  federal  government  of  the  United  States, 
or,  more  properly  fpcaking,  the  Union,  poffeffes 
alfo  in  the  Weftern  Territory,  north  of  the  Ohio, 
a  quantity  of  land  which  is  liippofed  to  amount 
to  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  acres.  The  congrcfs,. 
in  May  1 79O,  ordered  thefe  lands  to  be  lurveyed, 
and  divided  into  townlhips  of  fix  miles  (quare 
each.  One  half  of  thefc  townfhips  arc  to  be 
alternately  divided  into  feftions,  containing  each 
about  fix  hundred  and  forty  acres ;  and  then  the 
whole  is  to  be  fold  by  townfhips  or  by  feftions. 
This  fale  is  to  be  luperintended  by  the  governor 
and  focretary  of  the  Weftern  Territory. 

Seven  rows  of  townlhips  at  a  liRle  diftance 
from  Pittfburgh,  in  the  fame  territory,  had  been 
furveycd  by  order  of  the  old  congrefs,  which  had 
alfo  ordered  the  fale  of  them ;  but  it  had  only 
been  eflfeftcd  in  part.  The  congrefs,  by  the  fame 
law  of  1 796,  ordered  this  land  alfo  to  be  fold, 
under  the  direAion  of  the  focretar}^  of  the  trea- 
iiiry,  who  fixed  the  lowcft  price  at  two  dollars 

per 
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per  acre.  It  was  to  be  fold  by  audlion ;  a  depofi* 
of  fifty  per  cent  was  to  be  made  within  thirtj 
days  after  the  purchafe,  and  the  other  fifty  a  year 
after,  under  the  penalty  of  difpoiTeffion,  in  re- 
gard to  fuch  purchafers  as  did  not  fulfil  thefc 
conditions.  In  requiring  fo  fpeedy  a  payment 
for  thefe  lands,  and  in  keeping  them  at  ib  high 
a  price,  the  intentions  of  the  congrefs  were  to  ren- 
der great  fpeculations  more  difficult.  But,  by  a 
report  the  Secretary  of  the  treafur}^  made  at  the 
end  of  laft  January,  it  appears  that  this  condi- 
tion,  and  the  price  fixed  by  the  congreis,  kept 
away  a  great  many  purchafers;  fince  no  more  than 
forty-nine  thoafand  acres,  out  of  about  fix  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thoufand,  had  been  fold,  and  the 
fcven  rows  of  townfhips,  with  the  fale  of  which 
he  was  charged.  The  congrefs,  however,  made 
no  change  in  the  law  of  the  preceding  year,  ex- 
cept by  allowing  fliock  to  be  taken  in  payment  of 
thefe  lands  at  its  current  value  at  the  time  of  the 
purchafe.  But  it  did  not  diminilh  the  fixed  price, 
nor  enlarge  the  time  of  payment ;  and  it  aded 
wifely.  The  finencfs  of  the  country,,  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  land,  the  mildnefs  of  the  climate,  and 
the  facility  of  communication,  leave  no  doubt 
but  that  they  will  be  fettled  in  no  great  fpacc  of 
time.  The  natural  emigration  from  the  northern 
ftatcs,  which  are  the  mofl  populous  of  all,  con- 

ftantly 
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tantly  take  a  weftern  dircdion.     It  is  impofliblc 

0  aicertain  what  is  the  annual  number  of  emi- 
;rants  who  pafi  the  Alleghany  Mountains;  in 
bme  years  it  had  amounted  to  thirty  thmifknd 
buls ;  and  I  have  heard  it  eftimatcd  at  an  ave- 
age  at  fifteen  thoufand  a  year,  but  without  any 
ertain  data  being  affigned*  However  this  may 
)e,  it  is  coniiderable,  and  will  become  much  more 
b,  in  proportion  to  the  increafing  population  of 
:he  United  States. 

The  greater  number  of  thefe  emigrants  have 
litherto  direfted  their  fteps  to  Kentucky,  and  to 
he  Tenneffee  country ;  but  fbme  always  remaki 

1  Pcnnfylvania,  and  a  great  many  already  pro- 
ed  to  the  Weftern  Territory,  where  the  land 
ill  incrcafc,  in  proportion  as  the  Indians  are 
^1  iged,  by  the  approach  of  the  whites,  to  aban- 

the  territory  which  they  ftill  occupy,  and 
ich  the  United  States  will  not  fail  to  purchafe: 
It  is  poflible,  and  even  probable,  that  the 
grefs  will  be  obliged  to  give  the  purchafers  of 
^ie  lands  more  time  for  payment*  It  will  be  a 
f^urcc  of  great  importance  for  the  diminution 
the  national  debt,  to  which  it  is  irrevocably 
-Hined  ;  and  perhaps  at  a  period  not  very  dif- 
^^t,  the  Weftern  Territory  will  be  the  moft  po- 
pulous, the  bcft  cultivated,  and  one  of  the  moft 
important  fluites  of  the  Union. 

Vol.  IV.  Kk  MILITARY 
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MILITARY'  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  UNITED 

STATES. 

•  The  conftitutiop  which  gives  the  prefident  of 
the  United  States  the  chief  command  of  the 
forces  by  land  and  fea^  as  well  as  of  the  militia  of 
the  different  ftates,  when  employed  in  the  fervicc 
of  the  confederacy,  teferves  to  the  congrc/s  the 
power  of  making  laws  for  the  adminiflration  and 
difcipline  of  the  forces  by  land  and  fca ;  that  of 
employing  the  ncceffary  means  for  the  embody- 
ing of  the  militia ;  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  in 
execution  .the  laws  of  the  Union ;  reprcfliiig  ift" 
furreftions,  and  repelling  incurfions ;   has  alfo  the 
power  of  regulating  the  organization,  a«5iing> 
and  difcipline  of  the  militia,  and  the  conduflw 
fuch  part  of  the  rtiilitia  as  is  employed  .in  the  fo* 
vice  of  the  United  States,  leaving  to  each  of  the 
ftates  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  the  traia* 
ing  of  this  militia,  in  conformity  to  the  rules  of 
difcipline  prefcribed  by  the  congrefs. 

A  law  of  the  1 3th  of  May  1 790  has  fixed  the 
military  eftablilhment  of  the  United  States,  ^ 
revoked  all  tliofe  pre^ioufly  made  upon  that  lub* 

.  It  is  compdfcd  of  a  body  of  artillery  and  en- 
gineers, of  two  companies  of  light  dragoons,  irho 
are  to  fcr\'e  on  foot  or  on  horfcback,  according  to 

the 
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the  will  of  the  prefideat,  and  of  four  regiments  of 
infentry. 

The  corps  o£  artillery  and  of  engineers,  con^ 
lifting  of  feyen  hundred  and  fixty-four  mcrt,  is 
divided  into  four  batt^lio^s^  and  each  battalion 
into  four  companies*  Each  company  is  com- 
manded by  a  capt^n,  two  lieutenants,  and  two 
cadets ;  each  battalipn  by  a  major ;  and  the  whole 
corpB  by  a  iieutenant-colouel,  who  has  an  adju- 

■  tant-general  under  him. 

* 

-Each  company  of  dragoon^  is  compofed  of 
fifty -two  privates,  eleven  ferjeants,  corporals>  fad- 
tUers,  farriers,  and  trumpeters ;  and  is  coxstimanded 
tjr  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  a  cornet. 

The  ftafF  of  each  regiment  of  infantry  is  com- 
|)ofed  of  a  lieutenant-colonel,  twQ  majors,  an 
^jxit^nt,  a  pay-mafter,  a  quartcr-mafter,  a  fur- 
geon,  and  two  afliftant^-furgeons. 

Each  company  is  commanded  by  a  captain,  a 

Ueutenant,  and  an  enfign,   and  is  compofed  of 

,  fixty-two  ferjeants,  corporals,  foldiers,  and  mu* 

iicians. 

•:       The  army  confequently  confifts  of  two  thou- 

iand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-four  ferjeants, 

knuficians,  foldiers,  dragoons,  and  artillery-men. 

According  to  the  above  law,  the  ftaff  of  the 

'army  was  compofedof  a  major-general,  with  two 

Mdes-de-camp,  a  brigadier-general,  and  a  major 

;  Kk2  of 
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of  hrij^adc ;  but  this,  part  of  the'  law  was   ic» 
])calcd  on  the  3d  of  May  1 797,  and  the  ftaff  fi 
reduced  to  a  brigadier-general,  a  major  of  brigade, 
and  an  infpcftor,  both  chofen  by  the  br'igadicr- 
gcncral  from  among  the  captains,  and  other  of- 
ficers of  the  army ;  a  judge-advocate  ;  a  quartcr- 
maftcr,  and  a  paymafter-general ;  which  laft,  as 
well  as  the  aids-de-camp,  is  chofen  by  the  bri- 
gadier-general from  among  the  officers  of  the  . 
army. 

The  pay  of  the  army  confifts  of  money  and 
provifions. 

The  brigadicr-gcncral  receives  a  hundred  and 
four  dollars  per  month,  and  twelve  rations  a  day. 

The  brigade-major,  the  infpeftor,  the  judge- 
advocate,  the  quarter-mafter,  the  treafurcr,  and 
the  aids-de-camp,  twcnt}'^-four  dollars  and  four 
rations,  befidcs  their  pay  as  officers  in  the  line. 

The  lieutenant-colonels  commandant^  fixty- 
fi\e  dollars  and  five  rations. 

The  majors  of  artillery,  fifty-five   dollan  and  j 
five  rations.  ] 

The  majors  of  infantry,  fifty  dollars  and  five  \ 
rations.  : 

The  captains,  forty  dollars  and  three  rations.  ' 

The  lieutenants,  thirty  dollars;  the  enfigns 
and  cornets,  twenty-five  dollars ;  and  each  three 
rations. 

The  \ 
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The  furgeons^  forty-five  dollars^  and  three  .»• 
tions. 

The  afliflant  furgeons,  thirty  dollars  and  twp 
rations. 

The  paymaflers,  quartermafters>  and  adjutants 
of  regiments^  who  may  alio  be  taken  from  among 
the  officers  of  the  line,  receive,  independently  of 
their  pay  as  officers ,  of  the  line,  ten  dollars  a 
.month. 

The  brigadier-general,  when  he  is  comnctander 
in  chief,  and  all  the  officers  detached  pn  particular 
commands,  receive  double  the  rations  which  are 
allowed  for  their  rank  when  they  are  not  in 
command. 

The  ferjeant-major,  and  the  quartermafter- 
ierjeant,  receive  eight  dollars  per  month. 

The  mafter  of  the  band,  and  the  other  fer- 
jeants,  feven  dollars. 

The  corporals,  fix. 

The  muficians,  five. 

The  privates,  four. 

The  workmen  attached  to  the  regiment,  nine 

The  nurfes  to  the  hofpital,  eight. 

All  receive  only  one  ration. 

The  ration  confifts  of  a>  pound  of  beef,  or 
three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  pork,  a  pound  of 
bread  or  flour,  half  a  gill  of  rum,  brandy,  or 
whi&y ;  and  of  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  fait,  a 

Kk3       ><7*^^        q^art 
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q\laM  of  vinegar,  two  pounds  of  foap,  arid  a 
pound  of  candles,  to  be  divided  between  -cvety 
liundred  rations.. 

The  rations  are  either  fumifhed   in  kind,  or 
pitt4  in  fnoAty,  according  to  the  comnion  price 
i>f  this  articles  iri-fehc  country  whext  the  troc^s  art 
gartered. 

-  Forage  is  alfo  paid  in  ttioiiey'to  thole  oilicm 
who  are  entitled  to  it  by  law;  but  at  a  fixed 
pride,  which  isfuttecn  dollars  per  month  for  the 
iWigadier-gcnfcrai ;  twelve  for  the  quartermafter, 
ififpfe(9tor,  trcaiurer,  and  lieutenant- colonels;  ten 
for  the  majors  and  aides-de*camp ;  eight  fot  the 
captains  of  dragoons  ;  fix  for  the  lieutenants  and 
comets ;  ten  for  the  furgeon  ;  fix  for  the  affift- 
fint-furgeons,  adjutants,  and  quarttfrmaftcrofthc 
regiment. 

The  ferjeants,  corporals,  mufieians,  and  pri- 
vates, arc,  independently  of  their  pay  and  of  the 
ration,  each  to  be  furniftied  annually  with  a 
hat,  a  waiftcoat,  four  pair  of  pantaloons  (two  6t 
Woollen,  two  of  linen),  four  pair  of  ihoes,  four 
ihirts,  four  pair  of  half  ftockings,  a  blanket,  a 
(lock  with  a  clafp,  and  a  pair  of  ihoc-bucklcs. 

They  ^re  enlifled  for  five  years,  and  they  rc- 
ctivf  a  bounty  of  fixteen  dollars,  four  of  whidi 
Oi^ly  are  paid  them  till  they  join  the  regiment. 

Officers 


J 
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Officers  employed  on  the  recruiting  fcrvicc 
receive  two  dollars  for  every  man  they  enlift. 

Deferters  are  punifliedby  aiine  of  twenty  dol- 
lars, and  condemned  to  ferve  a  new  and  com- 
plete term  of  enliftment  from  the  day  of  their 
icntence.  Perfbns  who  either  conceal  or  affift 
them  in  deferting,  are  punilhable  by  a  fine  of 
thirty  dollars,  and  brought  to  trial  before  the 
Commoil  courts  of  jnftice. 

The  military  are  tried  by  courts-martial,  the 
fentence  of  which  muft  be  approved  by  th^pre- 
iiden^  of  the  United  States.  .  Ev^ry  officer  or 
foldier,  on  entering  into  the  fervicc,  takes  and 
figns  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
and  of  obedience  to  the  prefideht,  and  to  his 
officers,  accoiffihg  to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of 
war. 

The  law,  having  for  its  bbjeft  to  eftablilh  an 
uniform  militia  throughout  thc*whole  extent  of 
the  United  States,  was  enafted  in'  the  month  of 
May  1792.  it  declared  every  male  and  free  in- 
habitant of  the  United  States,  from  the  age  of 
eighteen  to  that  of  forty-five,  liable  to  fcn'c ;  ex- 
cepting all  public  officers ;  all  pcrfons  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  the  poft-officc,  and  in  that  of 
the  ferries  acrofs  the  rivers;  fcamcn  in  acftire 
fervice,  and  all  thofc  who  may  be  exempted  by 
the  laws  of  particular  ftates. 

K  k  4  The 
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The  iiunc  law  dircds  the  militia  to  be  formed 
into  divifions,  brigades,  regiments,  and  compa- 
nies.    It  regvdates  the  number  of  officers  in  each 
of  thcfe  divifions ;  prefcribes  the  formation  of  i 
company  of  grenadiers  per  battalion,  and  of  one 
of  artillery  and  another  of  cavalry  per  divifion 
Xhefe   two   companies  are  to  be  compofcd  of 
volunteers,  clothed  and  mounted  at  their  own 
expcnce.     Each  militia-man  muft  alfo  be  armed 
at  his  own  coft. 

Aa  a(!jutant-general  for  every  county  muft 
keep  a  roll  of  this  militia,  and  of  the  ftatc  of  its 
equipment. 

An  infpeftor  for  every  brigade  is  charged  with 
the  difcipline  of  the  militia  at  the  time  it  is  cm- 
bodied  ;  but  the  whole  is  fubordinate  to  the  go- 
vernor t;r  the  ftatc. 

A  law,  of  January  1795,  fixes  the  pay  of  the 

jnilitia  called  out  for  the  ferv'ice  of  the  ftatc.   It 

includes  the  expcnce  of  cloathing,  with  which 

tlu    inilitia-ipcn  are  fuppofed  to  have  prondcd 

themfclves,      A  fcrjcant- major  has  nine  dollats 

a   month;  a  corporal,   muiician,  or  drummeri 

eight  dollars  thirty-threa  cents ;  a  workman,  eight  , 

dollars ;  and  a  private,  fix  dollars  fixty-fix  cents* 

The  officers;  fcrjeants,  and  privates  of  the  ca^dryi 

receive  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  remount  of 

their  Ivorlc,  and  twenty-five  cents  for  its  keep. 

The 
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The  ration?  of  the  militia  are  the  fame  as  thofc 
of  the  troops  of  the  line.  The  officers  of  th^ 
militia  receive  the  fame  quantity,  and. have  alfb 
the  fame  pay  as  officers  in  the  line. 

Another  law,  of  the  28th  of  February  of  the 
fame  year,  authorifcs  the  prcfident  of  the  United 
States,  in  cafe  of  a  threatened  invailon  on  the 
part  of  any  foreign  power,  or  of  the  Indians ;  or 
in  cafe  of  an  infurreiJIion  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  a  concerted  difobedience  to 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  to  call  out  the  militia  of 
one  or  more  flates,  in  fuch  proportion  and  num- 
ber as  he  fhall  think  proper.  In  the  firfl  of 
thofe  cafes,  the  prefident  fends  his  orders  dircftly 
to  the  fupcrior  officers  or  individuals  command- 
ing the  militia  corps  that  he  wifhes  to  march. 
In  the  others,  he  mufl  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  Ic- 
giflature  of  the  flates,  if  they  arc  afTemblcd ;  or, 
if  not,  to  their  executive  .power. 

The  militia  called  out  into  aftual  fervlce  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  are  fubjcft  to  the 
^iame  regulations  as  the  pmy ;  but  no  individual 
can  be  compelled  to  fcrvc  longer  than  three 
months  from  the  day  on  which  he  prcfcntcd 
himfelf  at  the  place  of  afTembly. 

Courts- martial  to  try  officers  or  foldiers  of  the 
militia  mufl  be  compofcd  of  their  own  officers. 
Awiong  the  offences  of  which  a  militia-man  may 

be 
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be  guilty,  is  difbbedicnce  to  the  orders  of  the 
preiidcnt^  which  is  puniihed  by  a  fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding a  year  of  the  delinquent's  pay,  nor  Icls 
than  a  month's.   Confinement  is  the  punifliment 
of  non-payment  of  fines,  which  are  the  onl/ 
penalties  of  breaches  of  difcipUne. 

Although  all  the  militia  are  bound  by  the  law 
to  provide  themfelves  with  arms  at  their  own 
expencc,  and  though  they  are  fubjeft  to  a  fine  if 
they  do  not,  the  greater  number  is  generally  un- 
provided when  the  militia  is  to  be  aflemblcd,  and 
particularly  when  called  out  fuddenly  upon  aAial 
fervice.     The  different  flates,  therefore,  arc  now 
taking  meafurcs  to  have  arms  in  flore  for  fucli 
men  as  want  them  at  the  moment  when  the  fbtc 
has  occafion  for  their  ferviccs.    But  in  forae  fbtcs 

m 

they  have  hardly  begun  to  procure  a  fupply;  ift 
all  they  are  tardy  in  doing  fo ;  and  in  none  is  the 
number  complete.  The  Union  has  alio  arfenals 
to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  thofc  of  the  flatcs, 
when  the  militia  is  called  out  upon  its  fervice. 
Thefc  arfenals  ought  to  contain  one  hundred 
thoufand  {lands  of  arms,  but  do  not  contain 
fifteen  thoufand  fit  for  fers'ice.  Every  year  new 
ones  are  purchafed  ;  but  every  time  alfo  that  thcfe 
arms  are,  given  to  the  militia-men,  who  ought  to 
return  them  as  fbon  as  the  time  of  their  fervice 
is  expired,  as  well  as  the  refl  of  their  accoutre- 
ments, 
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fnents^  under  penalty  of  a  fine  equal  to  the  value 
of  their  arms,  or  of  iuch  part  of  them  as  may 
have  been  loft,  not  a  third  of  them  is  brought  * 
back  to  the  arienal. 

The  fortifications  are  another  branch  of  the 
war  department ;  that  is  to  fay,  thofe  ere<5led  by 
the  Union ;    but  it  never  erecfts  any,   except  in 
places  where   the  land  is  entirely  given  up  to  it 
by  the  ftatc  to  which  it  belongs.     Many  of  the 
ftates,  as  has  already  been  feen,  are  averfe  to  this 
ceffion ;  and  in  that  cafe,  if  they  wilh  for  forti- 
fications, they  can  only  have  them  at  their  own 
expencc.     Thofe   which    the  Union   ereils  and 
keeps  up  are  few,  and  almoft  all  incomplete. 
Good  engineers  being  fcarcc,  the  Americans  arc 
obliged  to  employ  fuch  as  they  can  get,  who  arc 
generally  foreigners  who  do  not  half  undcrftand 
their  bufinefs,  and  who  are  generally  more  at- 
tentive to  their  own  intereft  than  that  of  the 
United   States.       Great   plans  are    drawn ;    the 
works  are  begun  at  great  expence ;  there  is  a 
want  of  money  the  following  year  ;  and  the  for- 
tifications are  either  entirely  relinquifhed,  or  re  • 
duced  to  fo  fmall  a  fcale,  that  they  are  either 
good  for  nothing  or  at  Icaft  defcdive,  fo  that  the 
money  fpent  the  preceding  year  may  be  faid  to 

J>c  thrown  away. 

Portland, 
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Portland,  in  the  province  of  Main;  Portf- 
mcnith,,  in  New  Hampfliirc  ;  Glouccfter,  Salem, 
Marl.lchead,  in  the  Maflachufets ;  Newport,  in 
Rhode  111  and  ;  New  York,  in  the  flatc  of  New 
York  ;  Ivlud-Ifland,  near  Philadelphia ;  Balti- 
more, in  Maryland  ;  Norfolk,  in  Virginia ;  Oc- 
tccock  and  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina; 
(JeoT'c-town,  in  South  Carolina  ;  Savannah  and 
St.  M:r),  in  Cicorjria,  arc  the  only  places  to  be 
f.  )uiul  In  the  lirt  of  the  fortifications  of  the  United 
Sr.it  •- ;  and  he  who  has  fccn  them  all  witli  his 
own  eves,  knows  that  vcrv  few  of  them  arc  to 
reirain  there. 

(losernor's  Ifland, near  New  York;    Sullivan's 

ifland,  near  Charlcfton  ;  and  Caftle  Ifland,  near 

]M)rton,  were  to  have  been  fortified  by  the  Union; 

b\it  th"  Ttates  t(^  which  they  belong  rcfufe  to  give 

!!]>  the  iovereiiinty  of  the  land;  whence  it  hap- 

jc'iis  tliat  places  which  it  is  of  fo  much  conie- 

ouri.rc  to   fortify,  apj  not  fortified,  or  at  Icaft 

v.Tv  incompletely.     This  is  attended  with   dan- 

::er,  n<)t  onlv  to  the  ftate  which  refufcs  the  cci^ 

i\i)u  ()\  its  land,  but  alfo  to  the  Union  in  general, 

iMice  the  entrance  of  a  principal  point  not  being 

complet(]\  defended,   its  territory  is  laid   open; 

and  iiiiee   it   is  evident  that  there  are  no  iiirc 

nivan.^  cf  dt-fending  a  country,  except  thpfe  which 

are 
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are  the  refult  of  a  whole  lyftem,  calculated  to 
embrace  its  totality  as  well  as  its  feparate  parts ; 
now  no  fuch  a  fyftem  exifts  in  the  United  States. 

The  navy  is  alfb  with  them  a  branch  of  the 
war  department.  This  navy  has  as  yet  no  exift- 
ence.  In  1/94,  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  being  attacked  by  the  Algerines,  the  con- 
grefs  pafTed  a  law,  authorizing  the  prcfident  to 
purchafc  or  caufc  to  be  built,  four  frigates  of 
forty-four  guns,  and  two  of  thirty-iix.  It  re- 
gulated the  number  of  officers,  failors  and  fbl- 
diers,  with  which  thefe  frigates  were  to  be  man- 
ned, and  the  pay  of  their  crews.  That  of  the 
failors,  fays  the  law,  is  not  to  exceed  twcnty- 
feven  dollars  a  month,  independently  of  their  al- 
lowance, and  this  high  pay  was  necelTary  on  ac- 
count of  the  ftill  higher  wages  given  at  that  time 
to  failors  employed  in  the  merchant  fervice.  The 
congrefs  granted  the  p.refident  fix  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  dollars  for  the  expences,  of  the  conftrudion 
or  purchafe  of  thefe  fhips.  The  fame  law  enabled, 
that  if  the  United  States  made  peace  with  the 
Algerines,  the  armament  was  to  inftantly  ccale. 

In  1 796,  peace  being  made  with  this  piratical 
power,  another  law  of  the  congrefs  authorized 
the  prefident  to  complete  the  conftrucftion  only 
of  two  frigates  of  forty-four  guns,  and  of  one  of 

thirty- 
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thirty-fix,  diredling  that  the  materials  in  rtorc^ 
which  had  been  dellined  for  the  conftruftion  of 
the  three  lathcrs,  fliould  be  preferred,  if  it  could 
be  done  without  fear  of  their  decaying,  or  other- 
wife,  that  they  Ihould  be  fold. 

It  applied  to  the  completion  of  thele  three 
frigates,  part  of  the  fix  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars 
voted  for  the  conftrudion  of  the  fix,  and  which 
had  not  yet  been  expended,  and  eighty  thoufand 
dollars  more,  alfo  voted  in  1  7qO,  at  the  time 
when  America  was  apprehenfive  of  war  with 
England,  in  order  to  purchafe  and  equip  ten  fmall 
vcffcls,  for  the  defence  of  the  coafts  of  the  United 
States. 

In  the  laft  fcffion  but  one,  and  at  the  l)cgin- 
ning  of  1/97,  the  congrcfs  again  granted  for  this 
fame  fervice  one  hundred  and  feventy-two  thou- 
fand dollars,  and  ten  thoufand  dollars  more  fot 
the  pay  of  the  captains. 

In  the  laft  fcffion,  in  May  1707,  one  hundred 
and  nincty-feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  .thirty- 
fix  dollars  were  demanded,  and  granted,  in  order  ^ 
to  complete  this  armament. 

According  to  the  eftimate  of  the  fecretary  at:^ 
war,  the  value  of  the  materials  preferved  of  thc^ 
frigates  that  had  been  begun,  and  countermanded^ 
as  well  as  of  thofe  in  ftorc,  amounted  to  one  hun- 
dred 
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dred  and  thirty-five  thoufand  ci^ht  hundred  and 
feventy-four  dollars ;  which  makes  the  total  ex- 
pcncc  of  the  conftruAion  and  equipment  of  thefe 
three  frigates  one  million  twelve  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  or  eight  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  fixty-fix  dollars  per  gun. 

This  enormous  price  is  owing : 

To  the  neccfllity  of  going  as  far  as  Georgia  to 
fell  the  timber,  for  which  purpofe  the  govern- 
ment  thought  it  advifable  to  fend  carpenters  from 
the  northern  ftates. 

To  the  tardineis  with  which  fupplies  of  it 
were  provided,  infomuch  that  the  frigates  being 
laid  down,  naaterials  were  wanting  to  go  on  with 
them.  They  were  expecSed  from  day  to  day, 
and  it  was  often  neceffary  to  pay  the  fliipwrights 
for  whole  months,  wrthout  their  having  any 
work ;  for  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  procure 
others,  had  thefe  been  difmifled. 

And  above  all,  to  the  want  of  economy  In  the 
ufc  of  the  materials,  to  the  want  of  fupcrintcnd- 
ance  and  forefight,  which  every  where  prevails  ia 
the  expences  of  the  war  department  of  the  United 
States ;  for  it  is  evident,  that  with  more  care  and 
regularity,  and  better  management,  the  frigates 
might  have  been  built  at  more  than  a  third  lefs 
cxpence.  The  pay,  the  vidualling  and  annual 
repairs  of  thefe  three  frigates  arc  cftimatcd  at 

three 


I  TRAVELS  THRUuv,.- 

rcc  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars.    It  muft 

e  confcffed  that  it  is  a  very  expenfivc  piece  of 

>aradc.     For  what  kind  of  a  nav}'  of  the  Union 

of  fixtccn  fltatcs  is  that  Which  is  compofcd  of  only 

three  frigates  ? 

In  this  enormous  expcnce,  of  upwards  of  a 
million  of  dollars,  for  the  conftruftion  of  thefe 
three  frigates,  the  expence  occafioned  by  that 
which  the  United  States  give  to  the  Dcy  of 
Algiers,  by  a  fecret  article  of  the  treaty,  is  not 
included.  She  will  coft  about  a  hundred  thou- 
flind  dollars,  being  only  of  thirty-two  guns,  not 
being  built  of  cedar  and  live  oak  like  the  other 
three,  and  being  better  attended  to  during  her 
conftruftion. 

The  department  of  the  Indians  is  aWb  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  war  department.  It  is  with 
the  fecretary  at  war,  that  the  agents  employed 
among  the  Indians  corrcfpond,  and  it  is  by  him 
that  are  tranfmittcd  the  aid  granted  them,  by 
virtue  of  a  treaty  with  the  United  States,  or  the 
prefents  made  them  by  the  Union.  Theie  ex- 
penccs,  annually  amount  to  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

The  cxpcnccs  of  the  wacr  department  arc  de- 
frayed by  lums  which  the  congrefs  votes  every 
year  for  that  purpofe,  according  to  the  eftimate 
that  is  prefcntcd  to  them  by  the  fecrecary  of  thtf 

treal'urj' 
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jaliiry,  who  himfelf  receives  it  from  the  fecrc- 
cy  at  war. 

Sometimes  the  grant  of  money  For  the  experices 
the  war  department,  is  made  by  a  particular 
i ;  fbmetimes  it  is  included  in  the  fame  aft 
liich  grants  all  the  fums  deemed  neccflary  for 
e  total  expence  of  the  government.  But  the 
ns  appropriated  to  the  war  department  are  al- 
ys  diftinftly  fpccificd  for  each  article  of  which 
:y  are  compofed ;  the  pay  of  the  troops,  provi- 
os,  forage,'  clothing,  equipment  of  the  cayalry^r 
rchafe  of  horfes,  hofpitals,  artillery,  expencq  of 
ces,  Indians,  e^ipence  of  the  frontiers,  falaries, 
litary  peniions,  iupply  of  magazines,  purdhale 
)jiimunition>  naval  armaments,  &c.  &c, 
The  fums  defUned  to  this  department  were,  in 
5q,  one  hundred  and  thirty- feven  thoufand 
lars;  in  17Q0,  one  hundred  and  ninety- four 
^xifand  one  hundred  and  forty-four;  in  l/Ql,  . 

hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  four  hundred 
1  twenty-one  ;  in  1792,  one  million  one  hun-j 
•d  and  feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred  ^nd 
enty-fix;  in  1793,  one  million  one  hundred 
i  fixty-cight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ie- 
ity-five;  in  1794,  two  million  three  hundred 
d  fixty-two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  three  ; 
1795,  two  million  fix  hundred  and  thirty-five 
oufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty;  in  179^^  one 
Vol.  IV,  LI  nnllioa 
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millioa  four,  hundred  and  thirt^-ieiren  thoufand 
one  hundred;  and  in  1797*  one  milHon  five 
hundred  and  thirty -ieven  thoufand  nihe  hundred 
and  thbty-tvvD  dollars. 

The  great  increafc  of  the  rrar  expenccs  fer 
tiie  years  1/94  and  1795^  xefultcd  from  the 
PittjflNirg  expedition^  of  which  I  fiudl  iajr  a  few 
words,  and  which  cofl:  near  twelve  hundred  thou- 
fand dollars. 

In  this  application  of  fifteen  hundred  sod 
thirty*ieven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  dollars  to  the  czpences  of  the  war  depart- 
snent>  in  17^7,  upwards  of  a  million  weie  def- 
tined  for  the  real  and  effe^ve  expences  of  the 
army,  that  is  to  fay,  pay,  provifions,  icHage,  pur- 
chaie  of  horfes,  and  hofpitals.  The  Ratifications 
ar-e  ciUmated  at  only  twenty-four  thoufand  id* 
lars,  and  yet  the  army  is  compoicd  of  only  two 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  &venty*four  men. 
There  are  no  corps  of  militia  to  be  A^portcd ; 
for  the  fums  voted  in  tlie  h&  May  icflion,  in  con- 
ibquence  of  the  fears  that  were  entertained  of  a 
tv»,  arc  not  comprehended  in  this  eflxmate ;  nor 
even  the  falarics  of  the  fccretary  at  ^-ar,  and  of 
his  clerks,  which  are  always  included  among  tbe 
expences  of  the  civil  lift. 

Tiie  known  probity  of  thoie  who  have  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  this  department^  renders  ill 
'•  '     '  iu^don 
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fuipicion  of  their  infidelity  impoflible ;  and  be- 
sides, the  manner  in  which  the  difburfemcnts  arc 
made,  the  formalities  obfcrvcd  in  the  ifluc  of  the 
-public  money,  which  can  only  be  drawn  for  by 
bills  expreffivc  of  the  cafe  to  which  it  is  to  be 
applied,  preclude  all  means  of  malverfation,  at 
leaft  to  any  coniiderablc  amount  But  upon 
comparing  the  cxccffive  expences  of  the  war  de- 
partment with  the  weaknefs  of  the  army,  the  bad 
ftate  of  the  fortifications,  and  the  fmall  rcfult  of 
thefe  great  difburfemcnts,  we  Cannot  be  aftonifti-* 
cd  at  often  hearing  a  great  want  of  intelligence 
and  order  imputed  to  the  war  department. 

In  congrefs  the  fecretarics  of  war  have  often 
been  reproached  with  confidering  the  fums  al- 
lotted to  their  department  as  a  total  of  which 
they  might  difpofe  for  the  different  articles  of 
expenditure,  without  limiting  the  expences  of 
each  of  them  to  the  fiims  fpecially  voted  for  thaC 
purpofe ;  with  expending,  for  inftance,  more  oi^ 
left  for  the  fortifications  than  the  fiim  particu-' 
larly  deftined  for  their  erccftion  or  repair ;  with 
applying  to  the  holpitals,  clothing,  viftualling,  or 
any  other  article  of  this  department,  the  furplus 
ariiing  from  the  favings  made  in  the  fortifications, 
or  with  retrenching  from  tho{e  different  articles 
the  fums  applied  to  the  fortifications  beyond  thofe 
prefcribcd  by  the  law. 


%  • 
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,.    This  reproach  was  particularly  made  with  re* 
fpciSk  to  the  expcnces  of  the  Pittfburg  expedition, 
for  which  the  fecretary  at  war  fumiflied  the  funn 
granted  by  congrefs  for  the  particular  expences  of 
his   department,   without   being  able  to  do  ih 
ptherwife  than  by  fufpending  the  diftercnt  pay- 
ments to  which  the  fums  voted  were  meant  to 
be  applied. 

It  fcems  that  this  reproach,  though,  ftriftly 
fpeaking,  not  unfounded,  h  ncverthelefs  unjuil 
If  the  expedition  to  Pittflburg  were  neceffary,  if 
it  were  indifpenfable  to  conduil  it  with  celerity, 
and  to  carry  it  to  fo  great  an  extent,  and  if  there 
were  a  real  danger  jn  fufpending  it,  the  fums  de- 
voted to  it  were  coniequently  the  moil  urgent 
part  of  the  expenditure  of  the  United  States, 
iince  the  re-cftabli(hment  of  public  •  order  de- 
pended upon  that  expedition.  Every  delay  would 
then  have  been  a  great  evil ;  and  there  i?v*as  at 
tliat  ,time  no  other  means  of  finding  mcMiey  for  it, 
cither  legal  or  even  poffible.  Bcfidcs,  the  fccrc- 
taiy  at  war  and  the  prcfident  remained  rcfpon- 
fible,  in  cafe  the  mcafurcs  they  deemed  indil'pea- 
lablc  were  difapproved  by  the  congrels. 

Here  I  am  naturally,  led  to  fpcak  of  this  ex- 
pedition, concerning  which  opinions  were,  and 
continue  to  be,  much  divided.  It  was  at  an  end 
before  I  arrived  in  America,  and  my  travels  never 

carried 
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carried  me  into  that  part  of  Pennfylvariia  where 
the  infurreftion  took  place.  I  can  then  ha\c 
no  other  information  than  that  which  is  to  be 
obtained  by  converfing  with  the  two  parties,  and 
reading  every  thing  that  has  been  printed  upon 
the  lubjeA. 

Nobody*  can  doubt  that  there  was  then  in  the 
-counties  of  Weftnuoreland,  La  Fayette,  Wafli- 
ington,  and  of  the  AUeghanies,  a  formal  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  collection  of  the  tax  upon  diftilleries ; 
an  oppofition  which  was  of  ancient  date,  and 
iiippoited  by  force  of  arms ;  a  combination  and 
conlpiracy  to  prevent  the  payment  of  that  excife 
duty ;  a  known  refolution  to  employ  force  againil 
all  thole  wha  ihould  either  demand  that  tax,  or 
even  fubmit  to  pay  it;  every  thing,  in  Ihort, 
which  charafterizes  an  inliirreAion.  It  has  been 
iaid  that  Mr.  Hamilton,  then  fecretary  of  the 
treafury,  might  have  prevented  this  inftirreftion 
without  prejudice  to  the  revenue,  by  not  keeping 
in  place,  contrary  to  tiie  will  of  the  country,  ex- 
cilc  officers,  whofe  characters,  harfhnefs,  and 
conduft  were  reprchenfible ;  and  by  inftituting  in 
the  cai^y  ftage  of  the  bufiinefs  a  legal  profecution 
againft  the  oppofers  of  the  colleftion  of  the  tax. 
His  enemies  attribute  this  fault  to  his  defirc  of 
provoking  a  refiftance  fo  ftrong,  that  its  repref- 
lion  might  give  more  force  to  this  impoft,  of 

L  1  3  which 
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which  he  was  the  promoter^  which  c^ngreis  had 
confcnted  to  with  great  reluftancc,  aad  which 
was  generally  difliked :  they  even  afcribed  to  him 
the  intention  of  gratifying  his  particular  hatred 
againft  fortie  of  his  pcrfcHial  enemies. 

Knowing  the  difpofition  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  9s  I 
.thinlTf  know  it,  I  cannot  admit  the  poffihility  of 
fach  a  reproach ;  but  eixn  Were  it  founded  it 
/Srould  not;  h^ve  beeti  a  fufficient  reafon  againft 
the  expedition  at  the  moment  it  was  ordered, 
when  the  infufredion  was  unequivocal,  cxtenfivc, 
and  might  beconie  formidable.  It  is  only  its 
ftfeceffity,  or  its  inutility,  at  that  time,  that  is  in 
^ueftion  here. 

A  few  years  before,  an  infurrcAion,  which  ^"^ 
alfo  caufed  by  the  non^^payment  of  taxcS|hai 
taken  place  in  the  ftate^  of  Maflachufetts. 

It  was  important  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  fpirit  of 
refiftancc,  fatal  to  the  public  treafur}^  ftili  marc 
fatal  to  the  conftitution,  and  for  all  the  blcffiogs 
which,  in  a  well  regulated  government,  refult 
from  the  exadl  obfervation  of  the  laws.     It  was 
therefore  neceffary  to  a6l  againft  this  infiurrcAion, 
and  to  a<Sl  with  means  fufficient  to  ihfuic  its  re- 
preffxon,  and  to  aft  fpeedily ;  for  the  courfe  of 
juftice  began  to  be  fufpended  in  thefe  canto®; 
the  heat  of  men's  minds  was  daily  increaiing; 
the  number  of  the  infurgents  was  augnMntiog, 

and 
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and  the  commiffioners  icnt  to  tbem  by  the  pre-* 
£dcixt  had  returned  without  producing  the  de- 
fired  tfftA;  and  yet  they  were  men  highly 
cftcemci 

If  the  diibrder  had  not  then  been  ftifled  at 
its  birth,  it  was  not  improbabk  that  it  would 
have  foimd  imitators  in  other  parts  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  the  Pittfburg  inforreAion  itfclf 
¥^auld  have  grown  more  formidable^  and  have 
been  in  the  end  the  germ  of  ferious  inteftine  dif-* 
fentions,  which  might,  perhaps,  have  occaiioned 
a  great  elSufion  of  blood  before  they  could  have 
been  terminated. 

To  what  degree  did  Mr.  tlamikon,  for  every 
body  ccmcurs  in  opinion  that  he  dire<5led  this 
operation,  to  what  degree,  I  fay,  did  he  propor- 
tion the  means  to  the  neccffity  ?  This  is  a  point 
upon  which  I  will  not  undertake  to  decide,  for 
the  neceffity  was  in  this  caic  a  compound  of  dif- 
fereat  elements* 

In  the  firft  place  it  was  neceflary  to  quiet  the 
in&irre^on,  it  was  alfo  neceflary  to  intereft  the 
public  opinion  in  tlie  annihilation  of  this  difbr- 
der,  and  by  that  means  to  prevent  its  future 
rcprodu<^on*  That  important  objeifl  could  not 
be  better  attained  than  by  the  calling  out  of  the 
militia  of  the  different  ftates.  To  employ  the 
different  militia  of  the  counties  of  Pennlylvania 

L  1  4  adjacent 


SQ,Q  "  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

adjacent  tb  the  fcenc  of  infurrcftion,  even  had 
they  all  been  unanimoufly  difpofed  to  fcrve  in 
this  caufe,  a  thing  of  which  doubts  might  rea- 
fonably  have  been  entertained ;  to  employ  them 
alone  would  have  been  to  rilk  the  fowing  the 
feeds  of  difcord  and  of  hatred  in  this  ftate ;  this 
danger  was  averted  by  calling  out  upon  this  fcr** 
vice  the  militia  bf  the  other  dates. 

It  was  befides  a  favourable  opportunity  of  try- 
ing that*  part  of  the  conftitution,  which  au- 
thorizes the  prefidcnt  of  the  United  States  to 
embody  the  militia,  and  of  proving  the  attach' 
ment  of  the  American  people  to  that  conftitu- 
tion;  Such  a*  trial  could  not  have  been  made 
under  better  aufpices  than  the  prefidency  of 
George  Wafhington,  who  at  that  time  was  highly 
popular. 

That  the  private  animofity  of  Mr.  Hamilton 
had  any  Ihare  in  this  bufuiefs,  as  has  been  fwd,  is 
what  I  fhall  never  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  believe ; 
his  charatfter  oppofes  fuch  an  opinion,  and  the 
powerful  reafons  which  were  the  motive  of  this 
expedition  are  alone  a  fufficient  evidence  of  its 
ncceffity. 

It  is  poffiblc,  and  I  am  inclined  to*  believe, 
that  this  expedition,  in  which  fifteen  thoufand 
men  were  employed,  would  have  been  in  every 
rcfpcft  equally  fucccfsful  with  one -third  of  the 

force ; 
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force;  and  that,  confcquentiy,  the  imnienfc  cx- 
pence  which  refulted  from  the  march  of  this 
army  acrofs  a  coimtry  very  httle  inhabited,  and 
from  the  luppHcs.  of  provifions  which  it  was  nc- 
ceffary  to  procure  from  Philadelphia,  might  have 
been  confiderably  diminilhed.  The  exccfe  of  ex- 
pences  beyond  exaft  neceffity  is,  no  doubt,  a  great 
evil  in  every  government.  But  ftill  it  may  be 
iaid,  that  the  difplay  of  this  great  force,  that  the 
order  given  to  the  militia  that  did  not  march,  to 
hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  do  ib,  to  the  num- 
ber of  eighty  thoufand  men,  rendered  the  fub- 
miffion  of  the  inliirgents  more  prompt  and  more 
complete. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  excefs  in  the 
cxpences,  or  the  hidden  views  of  men  of  influence, 
the  expedition  had  a  defirable  efFcft  in  regard  to 
all  good  citizens ;  an  adherence  to  the  mcaliires 
of  government,  and  an  attachment  to  the  con- 
ftitution.  were  generally  exprefled;  they  were 
jnanifefted  ftrongly  and  fincercly  by  the  federalifts 
and  anti-federalifts ;  and  although  the  oppoiitc 
party  accufed  fome  of  the  latter  with  being  the 
promoters  of  the  inliirreftion,  not  on6  amon^ 
them  could  be  found  that  was  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  implicated  in  it.  Men  of  different  politi- 
cal opinions  marched  as  volunteers  in  the  militia 
of  their  ftate,  leaving  their  bufxnefs  and  their  fa- 

xniles. 
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milics,  in  order  to  promote  the  public  welfare. 
All  proved  that  the  maintenance  of  order  aiKl  a 
refpeft  for  the  laws  were  unanimoufly  con£dered 
as  the  duty,  as  the  intcreft  of  every  good  citizen. 
Not  a  fmglc  drop  of  blood  was  fpilt,  and  the  ge- 
neral good  wilhcs  of  the  diiferent  parties  in  the 
United  States,  attended  this  expedition  through- 
out  its  whole  duration  of  four  months. 

I  had  been  a  few  da}'S  at  Philadelphia,  when 
the  militisf  of  that  city  marched  in  from  this 
expedition ;  and  I  find  in  a  journal  that  I  then 
kept  of  the  impi^fiions  I  received  frona  all  the 
new  objects  which  ftruck  me,  that  which  was 
caufed  by  the  arrival  of  this  militia.  I  infert  it 
here. 

**  The  battalions  did  not  come  back  from  this 
expedition  till  the  beginning  of  December ;  thdr 
return  was  a  real  ftte  for  the  city ;  not  one  of 
thofe^^^  which  we  have  often  feen  ordered  in 
Europe  by  the  governments,  and  which  arc  fare 
to  be  attended  with  great  cxpence,  tumult,  and 
diforder ;  but  of  thofe  which  the  public  mind 
can  alone  give  and  receive,  and  perhaps  only  on  a 
fimilar  pccafion* 

**  The  day  of  their  arrival  was  announced ; 
their  brother  foldicrs,  who  bad  rem^aned  at  Phi- 
ladelphia,  or  had  already  returned  from  the  ex- 
pedition,  went  in  a  body  to  meet  them,  three 

miles 
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miles  without  the  city  ;^lmoft  all  the  inhabitants 
came  out  of  their  houfcs,  either  to  go  arid  liiect 
the  troops^  or  to  place  thcmielves  where  they 
were  to  pais.;  moft  of  them  had  to  fee  a  fon,  a 
brother,  a  coufm,  a  friend,  or  fome  interefting 
perfon:  all  faw  in  them  the  defenders  of  the 
law,  the  obje<3:  of  puWic  gratitude.  The  militia 
that  had  left  the  city,  in  meeting  the  others, 
formed  their  advanced,  and  rear  guards ;  thofc 
who  were  coming  back  continued  their  march. 
The  crowd  that  preffed  upon  thehi  did  not  di(^ 
turb  their  order;  their  battalions  marched  by 
columns  in  ranks  at  five  or  fix  paces  aiunder. 
The  men  who  compofed  them  were  moftly 
young,  had  a  good  appearance  and  marched  well : 
they  were  clothed  alike,  and  carried  a  large  knap- 
fack,  with^which  none  of  them  feemed  fatigued. 
Their  looks  fought  and  received  with  fatisfa<3:ion 
thofe  which  afFcftion  and  joy  fcnt  them  from  all 
quarters ;  but  they  did  not  quit  their  ranks,  and 
the  regularity  of  their  march  was  not  interrupted. 
In  this  manner  they  croffed  the  city  amidft  the 
acclamations  of  the  public. 

*'  The  prefidcnt,  whofe  houfe  lay  in  their  Way, 
came  out;  received  their  falutes,  and  joined  his 
applaxiie  to  that  of  the  other  citizens ;  and  this 
applaufe  alone  was  more  gratifying  to  the  bat* 
talions  than  that  of  all  the  others.     Being  arrived 

before 
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before  the  ftatc-houfe,  they  returned  their  co- 
lours, and  were  difbanded. 

"  Then  their  relations  and  friends,  both  male 
and  female,  got  hold  of  thcfe  foldiers  who  were 
reftored  to  -them.     The  rccolleAion  of  the  fear 
that  was  entertained  at  their  departure  of  the 
dangers  they  were  about  to  run,  augmented  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  them  again,  although  they  had. 
not  incurred  any ;  they  were  hugged,  kiffcd,  and^ 
led  to  their  homes;  every  one  had  about  him 
little  groupe  compofed  of  perfons  to  whom  h 
was  the  moft.dear ;  and  thofe  citizens,  who  feel — 
ingly  exulted  in  the  peace  and  happinefs  whiclicr 
thcfe  children  of  the  country  were  about  to  finr^ 
«gain  in  the  bofom  of  their  families,     European  ^ 
or  Americans,  nobody  was  infenfiblc  to  this  fpcc- 
tacle,  which  was  equally  affecting  and  fuUime. 
Tears  fell  from  feveral  eyes. 

"  Such  is  the  cxacl  account  of  this  Jete,  where 
thofe  who  were  -prcfcnt  felt  more  happinefs  than 
gaiety,  and  where*  public  welfare  muft  have  re- 
ceived the  affurancc  of  finding  again,  whenever 
there  was  a  ncceflity  for  it,  the  fame  attachment 
OS  that  which  had  been  thus  recently  rewarded/* 


.•*  -» 


CONNE?wIOXS  WITH  THE  INDIANS. 

The  law  whofe  objeft  is  to  regulate  the  inter- 
courfe  between  the  citizens  and  the  United  States 

with 
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with  the  Indian  tribes  by  whom  they  are  fur-, 
rounded,  was  enacfted  in  May  1 796.  It  is  to 
continue  {n  force  during  the  fpace  qf  only  two 
years,  as  was  the  cafe  with  the  fQrnier  laws  qq 
the  fame  fubje6l ;  but  it  contains  regulations 
more  flxongly  miarked  with  liberality  and  juftice, 
and  more  explicitly  laid  down,  than  any  of  thofc 
which  preceded  it^      ^ 

By  thi^  law  it  is  provided  that  the  prefident 
ihall  caufe  the  boundaries  between  the  territory 

of  the  United  States  and  that  occupied  by  the 

*  - .  •  . 

different  tribes  bordering  on  them,  to  be  afcer- 
tained  and  marked  as  clearly  as  poffible, . 

All  Inhabitants  of  the  United  States  are  for- 
bidden  to  hunt  in  or  carry  off  cattle  from  any 
part  of  the  territories  acknowledged  by  the  treaty 
as  the  property  or  poffefTion  of  the  Indians,  on 
pain  of  a  hundred  dollars  fine  and  fix  months* 
imprifonment.  . 

They  are  prohibited-  on  pain  of  fifty  dollars 
fine  and  fix  months*  imprifonment,  to  enter  the 
territory  of  the  Indians  fputh  of  tlie  Ohio  with- 
out a  paflport  from  the  governor  of  fome  one  of 
the  fl:ates,.or  from  the  military  commandant  of 
fbme  of  the  pofts  adjoining  to  that  territory. 

Every  robbery,  fraud,  or  other  crime  of  what 
nature  foever,  committed  againft  an  Indian  by 
an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  and  within 

the 
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the  territory  of  the  United  States,  is  punifhcd 
by  a  fine  of  a  hundred  dollars  and  twelve  months* 
impriibnment,  befidcs  a  reftitution  of  the  pro- 
perty taken  or  deftroyed,  or  its  value. 

If  the  delinquent  be  unable  to  pay  the  value, 
the  United  States  become   refponfiblc  for  it; 
^ovided  however  that  the  aggrieved  Indian  han^ 
not  bimfelf  taken  vengeance  for  the  injury  ; 
which  cafe,  the  reflitution  is  not  to  be  made. 

Any  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  who  form 
or  endeavours  to  form  a  fettlcment  for  himfclf  ii^ 
the  Indian  territory,  is  to  be  recalled  from  it  bjs 


the  prefident  of  the  United  States,  to  pay  a  fin^ 
of  a  thoufand  dollars,  and  fufFcr  twelve  moi^ths  * 
imprifonmcnt. 

Any  inhabitant  who  kills  in  the  Indian  terri- 
tory an  Indian  belonging  to  any  tribe  in  amity 
with  the  United  States,  is  to  fuffcr  capital  punifh- 
ment. 

All  trade  with  the  Indians  is  prohibited  with- 
out perrniflion  from  the  principal  agent  of  the 
United  States  on  the  frontier  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory where  fuch  trade  is  to  be  carried  on :  and 
thofe  who  have  obtained  pcrmiffion  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  are  forbidden  to  purchafe  from  the  Indians 
any  of  the  implements  of  houfehold  economy, 
hunting  or  agriculture. 

They  mufl:  not,  cither  from  the  Indians  or 

from 
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from  ahj  white  man  refiding  among  them,  porn 
chafe  any  horic,  without  ezpreis  permiiSon  from 
tfic  principal  agent. 

This  law  iiibjedB  the  Indians  to  the  fame  pro** 
hibitions  with  refpcd  to  the  white  people^ 

An  Indian  gtiihy  of  any  crime  may  be  appre- 
hended within  the  territory  of  the  Unitoi  States. 

If  he  efcape,  the  inhabitant  who  has  been 
if^xtrcd  by  him  is  to  lay  his  complaint^  accpm^ 
panted  by  a  circumftantial  detail  of  particulais^ 
before  the  agent  of  the  linked  States,  who  is  to 
demand  reparation  of  the  nation  or  tribe  to 
which  the  offending  Indian  belongs,  and  to  ac^ 
qoaaint  the  prefid,ait  with  the .  re&lt  of  his  de- 
mand* ^  . 

.  if  reparation  is  not  made,  the  injured  party  is 
indemnified  fcomthe  trcafiuy  of  the  United 
StaJbes;  and  the  fam  thus  applied  is  dcdy<3bed 
£t(mi  the  fiibfidics  granted  by  the  United  States 
to  that  tcibe. 

The  cousits  of  the  United  States,  andalibj: 
when  the  caufc  is  not  capital,  the  courts  of  the 
individual  States,  take  cognizance  of  all  thoih 
€jiFejsice3,  even  when  they  ha^x  been  committed 
within  the  territories  belonging  to  the  Indians.    • 

The  troops  of  the  United  States  flationed  act 
the  Jndian  ifrontier  are  bound  to  arrefl  delinquent 
wdute  men  even  in  the  Indian  tercitory;  mul 

fuch 
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fuch  delinquents  arc  to  be  apprehended  In  any 
part  of  the  United  States  where  they  may  be 

found. 

This  law,  which  is  wife  and  juft  in  itA  pro- 
vifions,-  is  far  from  being  punftually  executed. 
The  extremity  of  the  United  States  bordering  on 
the  territory  of  the  Indians  is  inhabited  by  a  ict 
of  nien  who  are  in  hoftility  with  them.  Avi- 
dity, and  the  defire  and  intention  of  plundering 
them,  arc  the  motives  which  induced  them  ta 
choofc  the  frontier  as  the  place  of  their  fettle- 
ment,  and  the  fourccs  of  that  conftant .  enmity 
which  they  bear  to  (the  Indians. 

This  clafs  of  inhabitants  are,  by  the  report  of 
every  individual  who  is  not  one  of  thcmlclves, 
the  very  worft  fet  of  men  in  all  America,  and 
perhaps  in  the  whole  univerfc.  The  fentiments 
and  even  the  very  idea  of  honefly  and  humanity 
are  unknown  to  them.  They  are  all  plunder- 
ing ferocious  banditti ;  and  none  but  very  flight 
ihades  of  difcrimination  are  ()bfer>'ablc  between 
them  in  this  refpcft :  it  therefore  moft  com- 
monly happens  that  neither  accufcrs  nor  witndScs 
nor  juries  can  be  found  for  the  profecution  of  a 
white  man  guilty  of  a  trefpafs  or  crime  againft 
an  Indian. 

The  Americans,  efpecially  thoic  on  the  fron- 
tier, no  more  confider  an  Indian  as  a  man  than 

certain 
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certain  W^ft-Indiah  pkntcrs  believe  a  negro  to 
belong  to  the  human  fpccies. 

The  oppreffioiis,  the  ufurpations,  the  crimes 
committed  by  the  whites  againft  the  Indians  are 
therefore  nevtr  pUiiifhcd.:  at  leaft  the  inftances 
of  puniihment  arer  fb  rate  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  quote  even  a  finglt  one. 

The  Indian  on  the  other  hand,  harafled  and 
plundered,  contraifb  the  habit  of  robbery  and 
pillage,  of  which  he  {tc%  th^  example  and  is  him- 
fclf  the  viAim :  and  iis,  according  to  the  praAice 
among  iaviages,  hft  extends  his  vengeance  to  every 
individual  of  the  lame  colour  with  the  perfon 
vrho  has  itijufcd  him,— the  whites,  even  if  there 
\vere  ahy  lefs  inclined  than  others  to  plunder  and 
liatred  of  the  Indians^  would  affume  that  difpofi- 
tion  through  hatred,  or  as  a  meafurc  of  fafety* 
The  Indians  likewife  fay  that  it  is  the  worft  clafi 
V>f  their  trihts  wfad  habitually  continue  near  the 
froiitiers.  ^ 

The  government  of  the  tJnited  States  does 
iiot  poflcfs  fufficicnt  ftrength  to  reprefs  thofe 
irrcguiaritles ;  the  governments  of  the  individual 
ftatcs  do  not  attend  to  them :  every  p^on  fpcaks 
df  thi*  dreadful  Hate  of  things  as  prindpally  and 
originally  arifing  from  the  lawlefs  aggreffions  of 
the  whites !  but  ^  as  the  evil  is  habitual,  and  fo 

Vo  L .  i  V.  S/Lm  inveterate. 
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inveterate,  that  it  is  not  cafy  to  discover  a  remedy 
for  It,  people  fpeak  of  it  without  horror. 

Thus  it  is  impoffible  even  to  forefec  any  end 
to  the  cruel  oppreffions  exercifcd  over  the  Indians 
by  the  avidity  of  the  American  frontier  fcttlcrs. 
I  muft  add,  that  there  are  few  Americans  who 
do  not  entertain  a  wifti,  and  even  the  deiign,  if 
they  were  able  to  accomplifh  it,  of  driving  the 
Indians  acrofs  the  Miffifippi,  and  even  to  the 
South  Sea,  which  to  the  unreflefting  ambition 
of  many  among  them,  appears  the  only  boundary 
that  ought  to  limit  the  extent  of  the  United 
States. 

Another  law,  enafted  in  April  of  the  fame 
year  1 796,  and  whofe  duration  is  in  like  manner 
confined  to  two  years,  eftablifhes  a  trade  with 
the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  United 
States,  imder  the  authority  of  the  prefident. 

A  hundred  and  fifty  thouland  dollars  are  ap- 
propriated to  the  trade,  of  which  the  objecfts  are 
to  fumifhthe  Indians  with  fuch  fupplics  and  im- 
plements as  their  wants  require,  and  to  purchafc 
from  them  flcins  and  furs. 

The  law  dire  As  that  the  prices  of  the  articles 
fold  to  the  Indians  be  fo  regulated  as  barely  to 
prevent  the  United  States  from  lofing  any  part 
of  their  capitaL     It  rcftrains  the  agents  employed 

in 


THfi  UNITSD  STAT£S>  CANADA^  &C.  681 

in  this  trade  from  trafficking  dircdlyw  indirec^y 
on  their  own  account;  it  forbids -them  to  cheat 
the  Indians;  and  fubje6ts  them  to  fines  of  differ* 
ent  magnitude  in  proportion  to  the  nature  of  th^ 
offences  by  which  they  tranfgrcfs  thefe  regula* 
tions.  The  diflridl  courts  of  the  llates  where 
the  flore-houfes  are  eflablifbed  for  their  com- 
merce, take  cognizance  of  thefe  offences. 

Whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  temper  of 
thofe  who  treat  with  the  Indians,  may  be  afTured 
that  the  liberal  provifions  of  this  law  are  not 
pun  dually  reduced  to  practice. 

Here  a  word  may  be  faid  concerning  the  civi- 
lization of  the  Indians* 

Whether  civilization  be  a  good  or  an  evil  to 
thofe  who  live  in  the  immenfity  of  woods  nc- 
ceflTary  to  their  fubfiftence,  is  a  queftion  entirely 
metaphyfical,  which  I  have  no  intention  to  dif- 
cufs. 

But  that  Indians,  defpoiled  of  nineteen  parts 
out  of  twenty  of  their  territory,  and  confine^ 
amidil  white  people  in  a  foil  incapable  of  fupply- 
ing  the  wants  of  their  favage  life,  fhould  be  civi- 
lized, is  an  inconteftible  truth,  for  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  it  is  necelTary  either  to  attempt  their  civili- 
zation or  their  deflruftion,  and  the  latter  alter- 
native cannot  yet  be  openly  avowed. 

It  is  an  eflabliflied  opinion  in  America,  even 

M  m  2  among 
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among  thofc  who  appear  the  moft  exempt  from 
prejudices,  that  the  Indians  can  never  be  civi- 
liaed ;  that  the  ftrifteft  education,  the  moft  afli- 
duous  and  perfevering  cares,  cannot  dcftroy  their 
favage  habits,  to  which  they  recur  with  the  mod 
ardent  paifion,  from  the  tranquillity  and  from 
the  manners  of  the  white  people ;  and  an  infi- 
nite number  of  examples  are  cited  of  Indians 
who,  brought  up  at  Philadelphia,  at  New  York, 
and  even  in  Europe,  never  ceafed  to  figh  after 
their  tribe,  and  quitted  ev^ry  thing  to  go  and  re- 
join it  whenever  a  favourable  opportunity  ofiered 
itfelf.  So  that  aflertion,  fupportcd  by  <b  many 
examples,  becomes  a  received  truth. 

Yet  there  is  no  reafoning  which  can  enforce 
the  bcliefof  this  pretended  truth,  and  the  proofs 
of  the  fa<fls  which  are  brought  to  fiipport  it  are 
not  of  a  nature  to  iilence  inquiry.  The  Indians 
whofe  education  has  been  attempted,  or  faid  to 
be,  had  already  paffed  feme  years  of  their  life  in 
*hc  tribe  to  which  they  belonged ;  tran^rted 
done  from  their  fpccies  into  the  midft  of  white 
people,  different  in  language,  habits  and  in  colour, 
and  often  even  in  clothing,  they  became  as  it 
were  ilblatcd,  they  were  regarded  by  the  whites 
as  a  different  fpecies  of  men ;  they  did  not  attempt 
even  to  make  them  forget  that  they  were  fiom 
ft  nation  flill  exifling,  whofe  manners  and  habits 
•  had 
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had  rivtttcd  their  firft  attention  and  made  th^ 
deepefl  impreiiion  upon  them  ;  if  when  anired 
at  the  Age  of  mtohood»  they  ihould  have  imbibed 
for  a  white  womto  that  affe^flioh  which  naturally 
created  the  defire  of  an  luiion  with  iier,  the  dif* 
ference  of  colour  became  aUnoft  an  iniurxnouht^ 
able  oUSacle,  Is  it  to  be  wondered  then  that 
thefe  Indiains  ihould  wifh  to  return  to  their  tribe> 
of  which  they  had  ftill  the.  moft  lively  memory* 
and  where  alone  they  were^  able  to  find  compa- 
nions of  {imikr  manners  to  their  own>  and  thoic 
pleafures  which  caufe  in  roan  an  attachment  to 
life. 

The  reflilt  then  of  theie  examples  ib  often 
quoted  is^  that  an  Indian  educated  in  an  Ame- 
rican college^  three  hundred  miles  from  his  native 
place^  cannot  but  with  difficulty  throw  off  his 
original  h^bitft  v\d  ceaie  to  have  a  preference  for 
them ;  this  i$  the  whole  dedu<ftion.  There  are 
in  Qoi)ne6ticut>  in  the  State  of  New  York,  a 
4X>niid9fabl?  {lun^ber  of  Indians,  both  men  and 
worneuj  who  fervc  as  domeilics  in  European  fami^ 
l^s,  and  in.  thofe  who  are  become  Aniericans, 
who  perform  their  duty  as  well  and  as  faithfully 
^  thofe  of  another  fpecies*     , 

But  this  is  nothing  to  the  civilization  of  whole 
nations,  which  is  the  only  obJc<Jl  from  which 
^ny  real  advantage  can  be  derived  either  to  them- 

M  m  3  fclves 


534  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

ieltes  or  to  fociety  in  general.  The  great  diffi- 
culty which  Attends  the  reformation  of  the  moft 
trifling  habits  of  a  polilhed  people,  of  a  family, 
and  even  of  an  individual,  fufficiently  dcmon- 
ftrates  the  obftacles  which  attend  the  civilization 
of  a  favage  race ;  and  yet  in  the  midft  of  our 
great  focicties,  the  lights  lurrounding  a  poliihed 
people,  families  and  individuals,  afford  an  ample 
and  powerful  aid  to  thebuiinefs  of  reform. 
'  It  is.  only  then  by  continual  afliduitics,  applied 
according  to  circumflances,  and  prolonged  for 
many  fiicccffivc  generations,  that  this  entire  civi- 
lization can  be  cfFefted,  and  even  then  only  gra* 

dually.       

The  convidkion  of  the  utility  of  fuch  a  work 
is  necefTary  to  the  fiirmounting  the  obftacles 
which  oppofc  it,  and  to  triumph  with  cer- 
tainty. It  neither  belongs  to  my  fubjeft  nor 
to  the  intention  of  this  work,  to  (how  the  par- 
ticular means  by  which  this  *vent  may  be  ac- 
complifhed ;  the  underftanding  and  courage  of 
the  friends  of  humanity  will  eaiily  point  them 
cmt;  but  individuals,  and  even  focicties,  will  ever 
\)t  unable  to  work  this  ufeful  change,  unlcfs  the 
governments  of  the  territories  which  Indian  tribes 
inhabit  will  contribute  all  in  their  power  to  effcft 
it-     But  this  can  only  be  the  reifult  of  their  firm 

« 

ponvi(5lion  of-  the  advantages  of  fuch  efforts,  and 

•    ^  *  hitherto 
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hitherto  none  of  the  American  governments^  have 
appeared  to  be  penetrated  with  this  convidion ; 
on  the  contrary,  every  one  regards  the  lands  left 
to  thefe  poor  Indians  as  an  appendage  of  their 
own  fbvereignty,  as  a  kind  of  loan  which  their 
kindnefs  has  made  with  this  miferable  race ;  they 
are  in  their  eyes  only  travelling  guefts,  which 
ought  not  to  remain  a  long  time  in  their  terri- 
tory. 

Such  ideas,  more  or  lefs  avowed,  nurfed  by  a 
thirft  for  gain,  caft  at  a  diftancc  the  projeft  of 
civilization,  and  give  confiftence  to  the  prejudices  ' 
upon  which  the  belief  is  founded,  that  it  is  im- 
poiiible  to  civilize  the  Indians. 

Neverthelefs  iome  tribes,  the  Oneidas,  for  ex- 
ample, in  the  date  of  New  York,  and  fome  others 
in  Canada,  are  coniiderably  advanced  towards  a 
ftate  gf  civilization ;  they  labour,  cultivate  the 
earth,  traffic,  and  are  feniible  of  the  neccffity  of 
civilization.  The  Quakers  and  Moravians  carry 
the  principles  of  reform  among  the  fartheft  tribes ; 
but  their  refpcftable  efforts  cannot  be  very  ufeful, 
or  at  mofl  not  completely  fo,  without  the  influr 
ence  and  diredlion  of  government.  The  civiliza- 
tion of  thefe  people  ought  to  be  the  work  of  the 
Icgiflature  and  general  adminiftrations  ;  it  is  above 
the  efforts  of  particular  charity  and  afliftance 
The  beneficent  focieties  jufl  qientioned  might  be 

M  m  4  ufctuiiy 
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ufcfuUy  employed  in  it,  having  been  for  ages  fuf* 
ceptible  of  long  patience  and  unalterable  coarage, 
fo  ncceflaiy  to  fucccfs ;  but,  as  was  Had  before^ 
they  can  only  be  employed  as  inftruments  for  this 
purpofc  by  enlightened  governments,  who,  ccm- 
vinced  that  the  civilization  of  the  Indians  tiring 
near  the  frontiers  is  a  benefit  to  hupianity,  a 
means  of  augmenting  the  fale  of  the  prodwSions 
of  their  territory,  of  incrcafmg  the  riches  of  their 
citizens  and  the  power  of  the  dates,  will  unccaf- 
ingly  purfue  the  means  of  accompUihing  this 
laudable  end. 

It  is  this  revolution  in  the  fpirit  of  the  Ame* 
rican  governments  which  is  fo  definable,  without 
which  even  a  hope  cannot  be  conceived  that  this 
work  will  be  efifeded  ;  it  cla&e^  too  much  with 
particular  interefts,  which,  contrary  as  they  are 
to  the  general  interef^,  fpeak  as  loud,  and  are  at* 
tended  to  as  much. 

NATURALIZATION. 

■  « 

The  right  of  a  citizen,  or  naturalization,  which 

'  .■        .  '         ** 

populous  flates,  with  narrow  limits,  may  find  it 

political  to  grant  with  difficulty,  ought  to  be  ob« 

tained  upon  more  cafy  terms  in  a  country  of 

great  extent  and  thinly  inhabited,   where   the 

capitals  and  labour  of  i^rangers  are  ncceflaiy. 

In  1/^0  tlie  congrefs  fixed  tvyo  years  refidence 

•  •  >       ■ 
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in  the  tcmtories  of  the  United  States,  one  of 
^hich  to  be  in  the  fame  ilate,  as  a  fufficient  con* 
dition  to  become  a  naturalized  citi;^n.  The  oath  ' 
made  before  foxnc  court  of  juftice  to  be  faithful 
to  the  conititution,  and  to  defend  it ^  was  the  only 
formula  required ;  and  this  naturalization  of  the 
father  imparted  the  fame  right  to  iiich  of  his 
children  as  were  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
when  the  oath  was  taken,  even  if  they  were  bom 
in  a  foreign  country. 

In  I7gd  the  conditicHU  were  made  more  dif- 
ficult. The  infiurredion  of  Pittfburg  had  taken 
place  a  little  before^  which  the  government  attri- 
buted to  the  ftrangers  recently  arrived  from  Ire- 
land, who,  it  was  iaid,  fbrn^ed  the  greateft  num- 
ber of  the  infurgents,  and  who,  fo  readily  to  be 
mifled  by  the  fadious,  Ihewed  the  certain  danger 
of  appointing  men  to  places,  who  had  abuied  in 
iuch  a  dangerous  manner,;  the  truft  rcpofed  in 
them.  To  avqid  this  evil  in  future,  it  was  thought 
neceflaiy  to  make  the  right  of  voting  at  eledtions 
more  difficult  to  be  obtained,  which  could  only 
be  doi^e  by  railing  the  conditions  of  naturaliza- 
tion :  fo  the  government  party  reafoned ;  the  op- 
pofition  party  favoured  the  fame  meafure,  but 
from  different  motives.  The  fate  of  the  French 
revolution  was  not  then  fixed ;  it  appeared  pro- 
bable that  more  than  one  European  ftate  was 

dcftincd. 
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dcftihcd  to  undergo  revolutions.      The   richcft 
claflcs,  which  in  Europe  are  called  the  moft  dif- 
tinguiflied,  were,  according  to  appearances,  likely 
to  become  the  vidims  of  thefe  revolutions ;  many 
individuals  would  in  that  cafe  feek  an  afylum  in 
America,   and  carry  with   them   whatever  th^ 
could  lave  of   their  -  fortunes ;    they  would  alfo 
bring  with   them  their  habits  and  their  preju- 
dices, abfolutcly  contrary  to  that  republican  ipirit 
which  this  party  were  fo  deiirous  to  nurture  and 
reanimate,  but  l^aring  a  ftrong  ahalogy  to  that 
ariftocratic  fpirit  which  itaccufcd  the  other  party 
of  endeavouring  to  introduce.     A  higher  price 
being  put  upon  the  right  of  naturalization,  would 
render  this  danger  more  (liilanty  and  probably 
diminifli  the  number- of  emigrants  of  this  clafs* 

The  new  law  of  naturalization,  therefore,  had 
its  origin  in  the  combination  of  the  views  of  two 
parties.  It  was  good  in  intention,  as  was  proved 
by  the  long  and  warm  debates  which  took  place 
upon  difcufling  it  in  detail,  and  was  defired  by 
both  fides. 

By  this  law,  the  time  required  for  becoming 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  is  extended  to  five 
years  rcfidence  in  their  territorjs  of  which  one 
muft  have  been  in  the  ftate  where  the  candidate 
for  citizenfhip  had  taken  the  oath.  Three  years, 
at  Icaft,  before  he  be  admitted  to  this  definitive 

oath. 
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oath,  he  muft  have  prcfcntcd  himfelf  before  one 
of  the  federal  courts  of  juftice,  and  have  there 
declared  upon  oath  that  he  had  a  fmcere  inten- 
tion of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  renounce  all  dependence  and  fidelity  upon 
any  prince,  ftate, ,  or  fovcreignty  vsrhatever j  parti- 
cularly upon  the  prince,  ftate,  or  fovcreignty  of 
which  he  was  aAually  a  flibjeft.  His  definitive 
oath,  made  alfo  before  a  federal  court,  ought  to 
cxprefs  the  fame  pofitions  and  renunciation.  He 
is  alfo  required  to  renounce  his  titles  of  nobility, 
if  he  had  belonged  to  that  clafs  in  the  country 
where  he  was  bom,  or  from  whence  he  arrived. 

It  is  alfo  required  that  he  fhould  take  an  oath 
of  fidelity  to  the  conftitution  of  the  United  States. 
Thcfe  two  oaths  arc  regiftered  in  the  courts 
where  they  were  taken. 

In  order  to  confer  the  title  of  naturalization 
upon  the  children  who  were  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  at  the  naturalization  of  their 
father,  the  law  of  1 793  requires  the  fame  condi- 
tions as  that  of  1 790. 

This  refidencc  of  five  years,  required  by  the 
latter  law,  to  become '  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  is  not  impofed  upon  thofe  who  arrived  in 
America  before  its  promulgation^  fuch  may  be- 
pome  fo  two  years  afterwards ;  but  the  oath  re- 
quired by  the  new  law  is  indifpenfably  neceflary. 

OF 
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pF  NUxMBERING  THE  PEOPLE  AND  POPULATION', 

The  American  conftitution,  when  it  ordained 
the  general  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  within  the  three  years  iu'cceeding 
its  acceptation,  enaded  alfo  that  the  fame  enu- 
meration fliould  be  renewed  every  ten  years ;  and 
left  it  to  the  congrefs  to  make  a  law  for  regulat- 
ing the  manner  of  performing  it,  A  law  was 
pafled  for  this  purpofe;  on  the  firft  of  March, 

1 790- 

The  marfhal  of  every  diflrift*  was  ordered  to 
fiiperintend  the  enumeratipn  of  the  {late  where 
he  exercifed  his  funftions.  In  this  work  he  was 
authorized  to  call  in  what  aid  and  ailiftance  he 
might  judge  proper.  He  was  ordered  to  make  a 
return  to  the  prefident  of  the  United  States,  dif- 
tinguiihing,  in  the  table  of  population,  the  num- 
ber of  free  males  under  and  oyer  the  age  of  fix- 
teen  years,  the  free  women  and  girls  of  every  age, 
and  the  flavcs.  The  Indians  who  might  live  in 
the  dillricls  were  not  to  be  included  in  the  lift  of 
population. 

*  This  office  is  the  fame  in  the  courts  of  juftice  of  the 
United  States  as  that  of  iheriff  in  thofe  of  particular  ftateft; 
the  difliidl  being  confidered  as  nothing  but  a  ftate  fubjcA  to 
judicial  orders,  it  is  the  extent  and  bounds  of  a  judge  of  a 
diilriA,  and  we  have  fhewn,  under  the  article  of  the  judicial 
order,  tlxat  there  is  one  of  thefe  in  every  ftate. 

Every 
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Every  affiftant .  in  enumerating  tlie  people 
ought,  before  he  fends  his  account  to  the  mar- 
shal, to  affix  it  in  two  or  three  of  the  moft  fre^ 
quented  places  of  aflcmbly  within  his  bounds, 
that  it  may  receive  the  correftions  which  the  in- 
habitants may  fuggeft,  giving  an  account  of  the 
reaibns  why  they  ought  to  be  made.  Every  head 
of  a  family  who  refufes  to  give  to  the  affiftant, 
when  he  is  taking  his  account,  the  number  of  his 
or  her  family,  or  gives  in  an  incorrcft  one,  incurs 
a  fine  of  twenty  dollars.  The  affiftant,  himfelf, 
incurs  a  fine  of  two  hundred  dollars  if  his  ac-« 
count  be  incorreft,  or  if  it  was  not  returned  to 
the  marfhal  of  the  diflrift  at  the  time  required. 
The  marfhal  is  punifhed  by  a  fine  of  eight  hun^ 
dred  dollars  if  he  alters  the  accounts  of  his  ai^ 
iiflants,  or  omits  fending  his  own  to  the  prefident 
of  the  United  States  at  the  time  appointed* 

Every  marfhal  receives  as  a  reward  for  his  la-« 
bour,  from  two  to  five  hundred  dollars,  according 
to  the  extent  of  his  diflrift.  The  affiflant,  foi* 
his  particular  trouble,  receives  a  dollar  for  every 
hundred  and  fifty  pcrfons  in  the  countryj  and  the 
fame  for  every  three  hundred  perfbns  in  towns, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  are  contiguous^  Some- 
times he  receives  the  fame  for  every  fifty  pcrfons, 
when  the  account  is  taken  in  places  where  th<> 
inhabitants  are  much  fcattered.     The  judges  of 

the 


performed  in  nine  moncns ; 
it  is  eftimated  at  forty  thoufa 
it  is  made. 

The  enumeration  of  the  p 
by  virtue  of  law,  announced 
millions  nine  hundred  and 
fand  three  hundred  and  tv. 
of  which  three  millions  two 
one  thouiand  fix  hundred  ai 
free ;  among'  whom  were 
feven  hundred  and  feven  n 
colour,  and  fix  hundred  an 
fand  iix  hundred  and  ninety 
■  The  inhabitants  of  thg" 
arc  not  included  in  this  m 
pulation  there  is  fo  inconfidi 
added,  it  would  make  no  in 
the  total  number. 

It  is  believed,  upon  a  fcrii 
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varies  annually,  and  is  at  prcfent  mxich  Icfs  thanr 
it  was  fomc  years:  fince  ;  but  the  cxadl  number 
cannot  be  known,  becaufc  there  is  no  .regifter 
kept  of  them  at  the  different  places  where  they 
arrive  at ;  this  emigration  confifts  principally  of 
Irlfti.  But  not  to  exaggerate  the  increafe  of  po- 
pulation in  the  United  States,  I  do  not  fuppofc 
it  is  doubled  in  lefs  than  twenty  years,  that  is  five 
in  the  hundred  every  year. 

The  population  was  in  17Q1*  four  millions; 
in  twenty  years  it  will  be  augmented  to  eight 
millions  ;  in  forty  years  to  fixteen  ;  in  fixty  years 
to  thirty-two  ;  in  eighty  years  to  fixty-four ;  and . 
in  eighty-five  years  to  eighty  millions  ;  then  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  will  be  peopled  in 
the  fame  proportion  that  France  w^as  before  the 
revolution.  The  extent  of  the  territory  pofiTeflled 
by  the  United  States,  after  the  war,  was  fix  hun- 
dred and  forty  millions  of  acres,  from  which  fifty- 
one  millions  ought  to  be  deduced  for  lakes  and 
tivcrs,  and  then  there  will  remain  five  hundred 
^nd  eighty-nine  millions  of  acres. 

Befides,  they  have  granted  to  the  Indians, 
ivhofe  rights  they  have  acknowledged,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  millions,  which  reduced  their 
poffeflions  to  three  hundred  and  fixty-nine  mil- 
lions. 

But  by  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  in  1/95, 

their 
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tlicir  territory  has  been  increaied  twcnty-thrcc 
millions  of  acres ;  fb  that  their  adual  tcrritoiy  is 
three  hundred  and  eighty-two  millions  of  adres. 

In  thefe  calculations  X  have  negle<fted  odd  tiu  tu- 
bers; the  American  geographers  and  land-fur- 
vcyors  eftimate  the  extent  of  the  territory  at 
three  hundred  eighty-two  millions  four  hundred 
twenty-one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty 
acires. 

France,  when  the  enumeration  of  tht  people 
was  taken  by  order  of  the  conftituent  affembly; 
contained  twenty- feven  millions  one  hundred  and 
iixty-nine  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  its  extent 
Was,  at  the  iame  time,  (anteriolr  to  its  conqliefts) 
twenty-fix  thoufand  ninl^  hundred  and  fixty  iquare 
ieagiiesj  at  the  rate  of  two  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  eighty  toiics  to  a  league,  of  which  the  total 
is  a  hundred  and  thirty-one  miUions  two  hubdred 
twenty-two  thoufand  and  hinety-five  acres.  Hci 
extent  of  territory  was  to  that  of  the  United  Stated 
as  nine  to  twenty-fix,  very  nearly.  The  United 
States,  therefore,  mud  have  a  population  of  neatly 
eighty  millions  of  inhabitants  to  be  peopled  in  the 
fame  prop^rdoh  as  Frailce;  and  it  has  hetst 
Ihewn,  that  according  to  the  leaft  favciiudbte  cal-* 
culations,  they  may  arrive  at  thkt  ftatc  ki  187<y. 

What  an  enormous  fund,  a  great  ind  ioiex* 
hauflible  fourcc  of  profperity^  mv&  filch  t  popu- 
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lation  afford^  particularly  when  deftincd  to  be 
fpread  over  lands  cafy  to  be  made  fertile,  over  a 
country  watered  by  the  fincft  rivers,  with,  the 
means  of  extending  the  interior  navigation  to  al- 
moft  every  /pot* 

It  is  true  that  this  increafitlg  progrcfTion  of 
population  may  be  dimini(hed  by  feveral  circum- 
ftahccs ;  and  even  that  this  progrcfiion  may  be- 
come lefs  in  proportion  as  population  arrives  to  a 
great  number ;  for  then  marriages  will  become 
lefs  frequent,  lefs  Qarly,  and  probably  lels  fruitful* 
But  it  is  not  neocflary  for  the  United  States  to 
arrive  at  this  High  degree  of "  population  before 
they  profit  by  the  abundance  and  richnefs  of  their 
foil,  maintain  an  a<5live  indufbry,  and  nourilh  with 
their  produce  a  ibUd  and  rich  commerce ;  and 
ihould  they  never  reach  fo  high  as  to  the  two- 
thirds,  or  at  leaft  to  one-half  of  the  population 
to  which  it  appears  by  calculation  they  may  at- 
tain in  twenty-five  years,  they  may  be  more  nu- 
merous than  is  neceflary  for  them  to  become  a 
rich  and  refpe6lablc  nation.  Bad  laws,  illiberal 
or  weak  principles  in  the  legiflature  or  govern- 
ment, can  alone  oppofe  the  profperity  and  the 
greatnefs  dcftined  for  them. 
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■"'    '  OF  THE  COlN  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  United  States  have  a  mint ;  the  la* 
which  ordered  its  eftabUfhracnt  was  made  in  thq 
month  of  April  1/02.  It  regulates  the  divifioiv 
the;  value,  and  the  iiandard  of  the  money  of  the 
Ujiitcd  States. 

The  divifion  and  value  of  thcfe  monies  arc  at 
follow : 

cor.D  COIN, 

.Iz-tThe  eagle,  value  ten  dollarB. 

c;  The  half-eagle,  value  five  dollars. 

^,^Thc  qtfarter-eagle,  value  two  dollars  and  a  half. 

-       ^^  SILVER  COIN'. 

The  dplUir,  value  a  hundred  cents. 
.,  The  liah-dollar,  value  fifty  cents. 
nMk^  (|iiarter-doIlar,  value  twenty-five  cents.. 
.-rThe  tenth  of  a  dollar,  value  twelve  ccntsandt 

half- 

f.  -The  halt-tenth,  value  fix  cents  snd  a  quarter. 

Li---    " 

COPPER  COIN. 

.  --^'hc  cent,  value  the  hundredth  part  of  a  dullnfk 
The  half  cent,  v  alue  the  two  hundrcdtlt  of  i 

dollar.  ^ 

The  weight  of  thcfe  is  as  follows : 

■Jj  -    Th 
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.  The  eagle  ought  to  contain  two  hiindred  and 
forty-fevcn  grains  and  a  half  of  pure  gold,  or  tWQ 
hundred  and  ieventy  grains  of  ilandard  gpld^ 
which  is  thus  regulated;  eleven  parts  of  pure 
gold  in  twelve,  and  a  twelfth  of  alloy,  of  which 
nearly  one-half  ought  to  be  of  iilvcr. 

The  half  eagle  ought  to  contain  one  hundred 
and  twenty-thrcCvgrains  and  three-fourths  of  pure 
gold,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  grains  of  al- 
loy, gold.  .... 

The  quarter  eagle  ought  to  contain  lixty-onc 
grains  of  pure  gold,  or  fixty-feven  grains  and  half 
of  alloy  gold. 

The  dollar  ought  to  contain  three  hundred  and 
fcvcnty-onc  grains  one-fourth  of  pure  filver,  qr 
four  hundred  and  fixteen  grains  of  alloy  filver. 

The  ftandard  of  filver  is  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  eighty-five  parts  of  pure  filver,  and 
one  hundred  and  feventy-ninc  parts  of  alloy, 
which  is  of  pure  copper. 

The  half  dollar  ought  to  contain  a  hundred 
and  eighty-five  grains  and  five-eighths  of  pure 
filver,  or  two  hundred  and  eighty  grains  of 
ftandard  filver. 

A  quarter  dollar  ought  to  contain  ninety-two 
grains  thlrteen-fixteenths  of  pure  filver,  or  one 
hundred  and  four  grains  of  ftandard  filver. 

The  tenth  of  a  dollar  ought  to  contain  thirty- 

N  n  2  feven 


("even  grains  cmc-cightli  of  pure  filver,  orfiftjp! 
two  grains  of  ftaniljirdfilvtr.  * 

The  half-teiith  ought  tx»  contain  eijgStcen  graiii 
one-ilxtecnth  of  pure  CWer,  oi  twenty-fix  graiaJ 
of  {laadard  filvnr. 

The  cent  ought  to  etontain  rkven  pmnjr- 
welf^hts  of  copper, 

Tiie  lialf-cent  oupht  to  conta'm  five  and  a  half. 

The  gold  and  Clvcr  coin  ought,  according  to 
Jaw,  to  bcitr  on  one  fide  an  emblematical  figure  of 
Uberty,  and  upon  the  other  the  eagle  of  the 
United  States  with  the  words  "  United  Statw." 

The  copper  coins,  inllcad  of  t''*  American  i 
c«g!c,  besr  an  rnfcription  deiiominsiting  tlicli  r 
\a!ue. 

The  praportiorwd  value  between  gold  and  film 
when  coined,  to  tlie  coin  of  the  United  Stato, 
is  determined  bj  eomparrog  one  pound  of  the 
one  to  fifteen,  of  the  other;  tliat  is  ttt  fay,  w* 
pound  of  coined  gold  is  equal  to  fifteen  pcmads 
of  coined  fjlver. 

This  law  contains  alC)  all  other  regulatio*' 
ncceflliry  for  the  crtablifhmcnt  of  the  mint,  anl 
charges  the  prcfident  to  order  and  oterice  ihe; 
expenccs  of  buildings,  machine*,  fic. 

All  the  counties  of  the  United  States  are  rtf 
quired  to  make  ufc  of  thcfc  coins.  ' 

The  Spaniih,  -dollar  is  the  oaiy  piece  of  forogi 
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com  which  k  current,  in  the  United  States  as 
money^  all  others^  which  had  received  a  valuation 
by  the  law^  are  only  received  by  weight  fince 
1705. 

A'report  of  a.committcc  of  the  houie  of  reprc- 
fcntatiyes  fbitcd^  at  the  beginning  of  1 7^5,  that 
the  mint^  iince  its  cflabliihrnent^  had  not  flruck 
off  in  copper  coin  more  than  one  nuUion  eighty- 
fcveu  thoufand  five  hundred  cents,  equal  in  value 
to  tea  thoufand  ^ight  hundred  and  feventy-five 
dollars ;  and  in  fUvcr  coia  no  more  than  thirty- 
four  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-five  dollars. 
This  paucity  of  the  produce  oi  the  mint  is  attri- 
buted to  different  embarrafiments  and  delays 
which  it  has  experienced  ia  the  completion  of 
its  eflaUifhment*  of  which  the  expences  then 
amounted  to  fifty-eight  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  ninety-four  dollars. 

The  diredor  of  the  mint,  when  he  entered 
into  office  at  the  end  of  the  year  1^95,  in  his  re- 
port -of  its  flate,  at  the  beginning  of  his  admi- 
niflratioo,  after  fcar<:hing  die  re^flcr,  reports, 
that  the  pieces  of  nioney  which  had  be«n  fabri- 
cated fmce  the  foundation  of  the  cflablifhment^ 
and  fcnt  to  the  treafury  of  the  United  Statet* 
-on  the  ifl  of  December^  179C,  were  as  follow : 

Eagles  -  -  -  8,875 

Half-eagles  -  -  -         12,lo0 

][^  n  3  Quarter- 
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Quarter-eagles  -  -              60 

Dollars            -  -.  -       272,941 

Half-dollars         -  -  -           323,14^ 

Quarter-dollars  -  -           5,894 

Tenths              -  -  •        22,135 

H^f-tenths         -  -  -        96,649 

Cents             .  -  ^          2,140,732 

Half-cents        -  -  -        258,oi4 


Total  value  414,1 75  dollars  70  cents. 

The  greatcft  part  of  this  money  was  ftruck 
in  the  year  1 79O.  This  eftablilhment  has  hi;- 
therto  been  more  expenfive  than  ufeful  to  the 
finances  of  the  United  States. 

After  deducing  the  value  of  the  money  coined 
and  fent  to  the  treafury,  it  had  coft,  at  the  end 
of  1796,  more  than  twenty-one  thoufand  dol- 
lars ;  and  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  in  his  cfti- 
mation  of  the  expcnces  of  the  year  1 797>  reckons 
thofe  of  the  mint  to  amount  to  fourteen  thou- 
fand dollars. 

The  money  in  circulation  in  the  United  States 
is  eftimatcd  at  eight  millions  of  dollars  in  value. 

A  SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  CLIMATE  AND  MAX^ 
NERS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  whole  length  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  is  bifefted  by  one  chain  of  mountains,  un- 
der 
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3cr  different  names :  fome  other  Itiountains  eh* 
'wine  themfel vis  with  this  chain  at  ifeveral  points 
in  its  extent,  but  their  bounds  arc  not  extenfivcr. 
The  long  chain  which  divides  the  United  States, 
•uns  from  north -eaft  to  fouth-weU:.  The  plains 
between  thefe  mountains  and  the  fea  are  very 
larrow  in  the  provinces  of  the  north ;  and  the 
and  there  is  generally  ftony,  though  very  fruitful 
n  many  places. 

From  Pennfylvania  to  North  Carolina  the 
plains  become  larger,  and  the  foil  is  fet,  fandy; 
rlayey,  and  fertile ;  but  they  are  yet  much  more 
rxtenfive  from  South  •  Carolina  to  Florida ;  the 
and  then  becomes  low,  flat,  covered  with  water, 
md  appears  to  have  beejoi  -quitted  by  the  fea  at  a 
)eriod  not  very  diftant. 

To  the  weft  of  this  long  chain  of  mountains^ 
he  vaft  country  which  extends  to  the  Miffifippi 
s  of  the  greateft  fertility,  and  watered  by  the 
ineft  rivers,  which  flow  either  into  this  great 
iver,  or  into  the  Ohio,  which,  after  a  rourfe  of 
ifteen  hundred  miles,  falls  into  it  itfetf. 

It  is  this  long  chain  of  mountains  which  divides 
he  waters  which  run  into  the  Atlantic,  from 
hofe  which,  throwijig  themselves  into  the  Mif- 
ifippi,  and  into  the  rivers  which  difcharge  them* 
ilves  there,  gain  the  gulf  of  Mexico ;  in  the 
ime  manner iis  the  yellow  mount'aitts,  at  eight  or 

N  n  4  nine 
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nine  hundrcctmUcs  beyond  the  MUHiippi^  dmde 
the  waters  which  flow  into  this  river  fipom  thofc 
which  fall  into  the  South  Sea.    . 

The  great  difference  of  latitucje  produces  a  pro- 
portional change  in  the  climates  of  di^erent  itates. 
The.  fnow  covers  Vermont  and  the  province  of 
Maine  during  five  or  fix  months  of  the  year,  and 
the  winter  there  lads  leven ;  Ivhilc  there  is  hardly 
any  winter  in  South  Carolina,  and  ftiU  lefs  in 
Georgia ;  and  ihould  any  fnow  fall  there,  it  does 
not  remain  two  days  upon  the  ground. 
•  The  fudden  variations  of  the  temperature  is  t^ 
commoa  charaAeriftic  q(  the  climate  of  the  dif- 
ferent ftates.  It  is  ufual  to  fee  the  thermometer 
fall  or  rife  twenty-five  degrees  in  twenty-four 
hours,  according  to  the  fcale  of  Farenhcit,  equal 
to  eleven  degrees  one-ninth  of  Reaumur,  I  have 
i'ccn  it  fall  very  often,  and  particularly  in  April 
|70Q^  in  twelve  hours,  from  the  twentieth  det 
gree  of  Reauixiur,  equal  to  the  feventy-feventh 
of  Farenheit,  to  five  of  Reaumur,  equal  to  fortyt 
four  and  a  half  of  Farenheit ;  and  this  obierva^ 
tion  has  been  made  at  Wilmington  in  Delaware, 
pnd  at  Baltimore. 

.  The  cold  is  incomparably  ftronger  and  more 
durable  in  America  than  in  Europe  in  the  fame 
latitude,  and  the  heat  more  intenfe,  more  oppref- 
iive,.  i^nd  more  infupportable.  It  may  be  remark- 
ed. 


td,  that  in  the  different  latitudes  of  the  continent 
of  North  America,  the  heat  differs  more  in  its 
duration  than  in  its  power ;  In  1 705  I  hdre  feen^ 
in  Upper  Canada,  the  thermometer  of  Faccnheit 
rife  in  July  to  the  ninety-fecond  degree ;  in  the 
month  of  Augufl  in  the  fame  year  I  have  fcen 
it  at  ninety-fix  at  Albany.  At  Savannah,  in 
Georgia,  it  fcldom  rifes  beyond  that ;  and  from 
Newark,  in  Upper  Canada,  or  Albany,  in  tlie 
ftatc  of  New  York,  to  Savannah,  there  is  a  differ- 
ence of  fourteen  degrees  of  latitude;  but  the 
thermometer  remains,  during  a  month  or  two  at 
Savannah,  at  thiji  heighti  and  very  ftldom  two 
days  together  in  the  northern  flates. 

This  great  variation  of  climate  affe^  very 
fenfibly  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States.  People  become  old  in  America 
fboner  than  in  Europe ;  and  it  is  niQre  rare  to 
fee  men  of  a  great  agt  there,  efpccially  in  the 
ilates  ibuth  of  New  England^ 

The  influence  of  the  climate  upon  females 
is  ftill  more  fenfible.  When  young  they  are 
generally  beautiful,  and  more  particularly  £0  at 
Philadelphia ;  but  after  twenty  years  of  age  they 
foon  begin  to  Jofe  their  frcfh  colour ;  at  twenty^* 
five  many  of  them  might  be  taken  for  Euro* 
peans  of  forty ;  their  bloom  is  no  more,  and  their 
form  has  already  fuffertd  a  change.    If  they  have 

previouily 
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ioullvbeen  mothers,  their  alteration  is  ftiH 


more  premature  ;  yet  neither  nightly  revels,  the 
abule  of  fpirituous  liquors,  the  want  of  exercife, 
nor  an  excefs  of  it,  can  be  brought  as  a  pretext 
for  this  early  ciiange.  If  in  the  caftcm  ftates  the 
period  of  their  beauty  Ihould  be  lengthened,  it  is 
but  for  a  ihort  time. 

The  number  of  children  which  die  in  their 
infancy  is  proportiunablv  much  greater  than  in 
'iLurope.  Colds,  hooping-coughs,  and  difordcrs 
V/of  the  throat,  take  off  a  great  quantity.  The 
moft  common  difcates  in  all  the  i\atc6  are  flow- 
ings  of  tUe  chetl,  confumptions,  and  bilious  and 
putrid  fevers  ;  I  do  not  mention  intermitting  fc*- 
vera,  the  moft  frequent  of  all,  becaufc  they  are 
not  mortal,  though  tUey/ometimcs  degenerate 
into  bilious  fevers. 

An  epidemical  dlfeafe,  during  fcverai  of  the  laft 
jxars,  has  made  great  ravage?  in  the  United  States. 
From  Boilon  there  is  hardly  a  maritime  town 
but  what  has  felt  its  fatal  efFcifts  during  five  or  fix 
years.  Philadelphia,  in  7  "p3,  loft  by  this  malady 
one-tenth  of  Its  population.  At  the  moment  I  am 
quitting  America,  this  city  is  ftill  dcfolatcd  by 
this  fcourgc  ;  and  If  the  numW  of  her  viciims 
be  lefs  confidcrable  than  it  has  been  during  four 
years,  it  is  becaufe  nine-tenths  of  the  inhabitants 
took  flight  at  the  firft  appcarancje  of  this  dread- 
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fill  diforder;  for  among  thofc  who  remained  the 
proportion  of  death  appears  yet  greater.  This 
difcafe  does  not  manifcft  itfclf  till  near  the  cloic 
of  the  iummer,  and  does  not  ceafe  till  the  cold 
feafon  fets  in.  I  will  not  undertake  to  fpeak  of  its 
fymptoms,  which  appear  to  be  very  curious ;  nor 
of  its  treatment,  upon  which  the  opinions  of  air 
moft  all  the  phyficians  of,  the  United  States  vary. 
Since  1 793,  a  great  number  of  writings  upon  this 
difcafe  have  appeared,  which  ibme  phyficians  be- 
lieve to  have  been  imported  from  the  Antillc3, 
while  fome  contend  that  it  is  indigenous ;  fome 
ftate  it  to  be  of  the  moft  communicative  infec- 
tion, and  others  maintain  that  it  is  not  even  epi- 
demic ;  and  there  are  who  fay,  that  it  is  only  a 
malignant  fever  of  a  ferious  fpecies. 

However  it  may  be,  the  dread  of  this  diforder 
is  fuch,  that  it  is  often  believed  to  have  taken 
place  when  it  has  not,  and  that  many  fimplc 
putrid  fevers  receive  the  name  and  the  treatment 
of  the  yellow  fever. 

It  is  generally  remarked,  that  this  difcafe  has 
not  yet  made  its  appearance  in  any  towns  in  the 
interior  parts  ;  that  in  the  maritime  towns  where 
it  has  raged  fo  cruelly,  it  has  hardly  ever  ex- 
tended beyond  the  fame  quarters;  and  laftly, 
that  of  all  the-ijrfiabitants  of  thefe  unfortunate 
places,  the  French  arc  a^nong  thofc  who  have 

been 
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England^  and  in  manj^jc^er. parts  of  tkcUmted 
States,  as  £ne  cows  as  in  an/spthcr  pnrt  *  of  the 
world ;  but  they  are  icarce,  bccauic  ^c  great 
pains  taken  in  the  different  branches  of  agricul* 
turer  arc  jsot  &  well  known  and  pra^Ufed ;  and 
it  is  alio  true,  that  the  milk  given  by  thefe  cows 
is  nearijr  equal  in  quantity  to  that  given  by  others 
in  Europe,  and  yet  produces  a  fourth  part  lefs 
butter ;  and  that  though:  the  beef  be  as  fine  in 
America  as  in  Europe, '  it  is  not  {o  iiibflantiaL 
This  incontedible  truth  extends  to  the  vegetable 
produ<flions ;  and  it  is  acknowledged,  for  example, 
that  the  bell  American  flour,  ground  in  the  beft 
mills^  and  made  of  the  befl  com,  does  not  equal 
either  in  quantity  or  in  quality^  the  European 
flour ;  particularly  that  known  in  commerce  by 
the  name  of  flour  of  moir/ac,  which  for  that  rea- 
fon  is  always  dearer  than  American  flour,  and 
preferred  to  it  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Antilles. 
As  to  the  Indians,  thofe  whom  I  have  Iccn, 
without  being  remarkably  tall,  are  of  an  ordinary 
feature,  and  appear  to  be  flrong,  and  of  a  good 
confl:itution.  The  ufe  of  rum  weakens  and  ener* 
rates  them — brings  on  a  premature  old  age,  and 
death  ;  but  this  is^  not  to  be  attributed  to  either 
nature  or  the  climate.  Travellers  who  have 
fecn  many  more  Indians  than  I,  and  particularly 
Indians  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  habita- 
tions 
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tioRS  of  whites,  have  a^Kired  me  that  tb^  }ia\'e 
found  tribes '  of  oien :  very  tall^  and  always,  like 
the  reft  of  mankind,  ftronger  in  proportion  to 
their  fobricty. 

The  vegetable  kingdom,  in  America,  is  ad« 
mirably  rich  and  abundant ;  and:  particularly  £> 
in  the  fouthem  ftates,  where  the  plants,  in  great 
abundance,  have  a  quick  and  ftrong  growth ;  and 
in  the  more  northern  parts,  where  their  growth 
is  not  fo  ^ecdy  or  their  odour  fo  great,  have  ge- 
lierally  an  agreeable  exhalation.  M.  dc  Cafiig- 
lioni,  an  Italian  traveller,  who  appears  to  have 
fcen  America  with  a  penetrating  eye,  and  to  have 
carried  his  profound  reiearches  into  the  vegetable 
kingdom  in  particular,  fays,  that  the  vegetables 
which  grow  in  the  United  States  have  a  great  re- 
fcmblance  to  thofc  which  grow  under  the  fame 
latitudes  in  the  ancient  continent.  After  the 
moft  minute  inquiry  into  the  different  natures 
of  the  foil,  of  the  climates,  of  the  various  vege- 
table produftions  in  the  United  States,  it  evi- 
dently appears,  diat  there  is  not  any  productions, 
except  fugar,  of  which  the  foil  of  the  United 
States  is  hot  capable  of  producing,  by  the  aid  of 
an  appropriate  culture.  Perhaps  as  to  fomc  of 
them  the  country  may  not  yet  be  quite  conge- 
nial ;  but  the  number  of  thofe  is,  I  believe,  very 
inconfiderablc. 

There 
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There  is  a  great  variety  of  biids  in  America^ 
and  for  the  moft  part  th^ir  phupage  is  exceed- 
ingly rich  and  brilliant.  Therc:apc  but  fcisn  of 
them  which  entirely  refembic  thole  of  the  fame 
fpecies  in  Europe,  if  there  be  a  fpecles  in  exift- 
ence  abfolutely  ahke.  Except  the  mocking-bird, 
which  counterfeits  the  cries  of  all  the  other  biids^ 
there  are  few  of  them  which  have  a  varied  ibng, 
or  even  a  charming  note ;  and  on  this  aqcount  a 
walk  in  the  woods  is  much  leis  delightful  thaain 
Europe. 

The  ftriking  difference  there  is  between  the 
animal  and  vegetable  produ6lions  of  the  two  he- 
naifphercs  is  far  from  being  applicable  to  the  mi- 
neral kingdom.  The  form  of  moimtains,  rocks, 
and  beds  of  different  minerals  in  North  America, 
Mvc  the  fame  as  thofe  of.  the  old  world.  There 
are  found  there  different  fpecies  of  granite,  com-^ 
bined  and  varied  as  in  the  moiintains  of  Europe  ; 
innumerable  kinds  of  fchiiles;  of  lime-fiones, 
more  or  Icfs  pcrfedl,  and  more  or  lefs  fine ;  and 
minerals  of  almofl  every  fpecies.  Upon .  the  cafl 
coafl  of  the  Atlantic,  from  the  bay  of  Peuobfcot, 
as  far  as  Georgia,  and,  1  am  afTured,  from  thence 
as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Miffifippi,  there  are 
not  .any  ftones  found  of  a  fecondary  fpecies,  oc 
fuch  of  which  any  traces  of  the  mode  of  their 
formation  can  be  difcovcred;  they  are  all  of  thd 

granite 
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granite  kind,  ecmtaining  in  them  Tcint  of  quart:^^ 
calcareous  fpar,  marble,  And  different  forts  of  mi* 
nerals ;  but  none  of  them  ihew  any  traces  of  vc^ 
getablc  or  animal  productions  enTcI^>cd  in  their 
beds. 

The  mountains  of  Canada,  thofe  of  Lakes 
George  and  Cham  plain,  and  of  the  Allegfaanies 
excepted,  the  iiimraits  of  all  die  others  arc  flat^ 
and  appear  evidently  to  have  been  formed  upoa 
the  fame  hf^zontal  lerel.  In  fhort,  e\Tiy  thing 
in  the  mineral  kingdom  exhibits  figns  of  a  coun- 
try more  recently  quitted  by  the  waters  than  the 
three  other  parts  of  (the  w^orld. 

The  characters  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  dif« 
fcrent  ftatcs  may  be  cxpeded  to  be  as  diffimilar 
to  each  other  as  the  climates  of  the  countries 
they  inhabit  arc  various.  The  climate  itfelf,  the 
original  formation  of  thefe  colonies,  their  ancient 
governments,  and  the  diveriity  of  nations  of 
which  the  population  of  the  United  States  is 
compofed,  has  in  reality  impreifcd  this  difference 
between  them.  The  pofleffion  and  uiage  of 
flaves  alone  muft  have  introduced  a  great  diffi^r^ 
ence  in  their  manners.  While  paffing  through 
the  different  ftates,  I  have  tried  to  give  a  (ketch 
of  this  diverfity.  Yet  there  are  traits  almoft 
common  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States-;  and  the  caufe  of  this  parity  may  be  found 

in 
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n  the  ncent  origin  of  all  thefc  people^  in  the 
^mat  difficulties  which  they  experienced^  in  their 
sftablifhmezits;  and  even  in  the  a^hud  conflitU'*- 
^ion  of  thie  United  Statos. 

The  traits  of  cliara<9;er  common  to  all^  are  ar« 
iotir  for  enterpnfe,  cooiragef^  greedinefs,  and  an 
idvantagcous  opinion  of  themfeives.  The  title 
>f  ife  moft  efnlighttned  nation  of  the  whole  world> 
iivliich  the  <::ommittee  of  the  houie  of  reprefenta- 
uves  appointed  to  propofe  the  anfwer  of  the  houfe 
:o  the  addrcfs  of  the  prdidicnt,  in  December  1 796, 
las  given  td  the  people  of  the  United  States,  will 
)e  of  itfcif  a  proof  of  that  good  opinion  they  have 
)f  themfeives,  which  I  give  as  a  common  cha- 
aderiftic,  efpecially  if  it  be  known  with  what  la- 
>our,  and  ifter  what  long  difcuiTions,  the  houfe 
Ictcrmined  to  make  the  facrificc  of  this  fuperla- 
\xc^  with  which  the  modefty  of  the  majority  of 
he  United  States  had  not  been  embarrafled. 
quote  this  cxaihple  as  the  moft  ftriking  and  the 
noft  national ;  but,  to  tell  the  tmth,  almoft  all 
he  books  printed  in  America,  and  the  individual 
onverfations  of  the  Americans,  furnifli  proofs  of 
t  daily.  This  cjiarafter,  which  none  of  thofe,  I 
clieve,  who  have  feen  America  will  deny  to  be 
hat  of  the  United  States,  is  an  exaggeration  pro- 
ceding  fix>m  the  newnefs  of  their  eftablifhmcnts* 
nd  v^l  wear  out  in  time.  Their  courage  will 
Vol.  IV,  O  o  be 
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moft  eafy  circumftance? ; 
joy  the  eafe  and  ("wcets  o 
them  as  abfolutc  wants ; 
penfc  with  them,  and  to 
the  woods  whenever  theii 
can  forget  them,  whenc 
takes  them  away ;  and 
after  fortune  when  flic 
have  often  faid  before,  th 
ruhng  pafllon,  and  indce 
The  ridiculous  aflcrt 
wjritcFs,  that  the  new  v> 
genius  and  talents  like 
to  be  abfurd  by  the  me 
of  fomc.  inhabitants  of  i 
genius  aiidbriUlant- talc 
any  country  whatever ; 
that  flie  will  produce  otl 
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particfulaily   in^  mlfcfiWiics,  worthy  of  the  beft 
'Workmen  in  Eujr6p€.,  '  It  is  nevertheless  certain, 
that  the  number  of  rtien  diftihguifhed  for  fcience 
and  literature  there,  is  much  Icfs  than  in  the  na- 
tions of  Eurdpe;  though,  as  Mr.  Morfe  feys  in  his 
Geography,  there  mult  be  a  reafbn  foi^  this  differ- 
ence :  the  means  of  inftruftion  are  lefs  complete, 
khd  not  ib  ejctenfive— ^doubtlefs  this  is  one  rcaibn ; 
but  i  regard  it  as  only  a  fecondary  cauie ;  and 
that  this  ftate  of  imperfcdion  of  the  public  edu- 
cation is  itfclf  only  the  confequence  of^a  taufe  of 
'more  general  influence,  I  mean,  that  continue 
occupation  of  getting  money,  commbn  to  all 
lofpders  -and  profeflions.     The  ftudy  of  the  fciejices 
•ftnd  of  letters  requires,  to  make  much  progreft, 
that  the  mind  Ihoidd  be  difcngaged  from  all  other 
predominant  employments ;  it  demands  the  exer- 
tion of  all  our  fdculriies;  and  it  is  kftown,  that 
-tJie  paffion  for  money  is  that,  of  all  others,  which 
keeps  the  m6ft  conftant  pofleffion  of  the  mind  of 
him  who  is  tainted  with  it>  and  that  it  renders 
'the  mind  Icfs  fufceptible  of  all  diftrailion,  at  Icaft 
irom  all  other  purftiits. 

In  Europe,  where  the  cultivation  of  tlie  fcienccs 
iand  of  letters  is  the  principal  occupation  of  thofe 
who  diftinguifh  themfelves  in  them,  and  is,  for 
that  rcafon,  a  particular  order,  it  will  be  found 
that  no  profcflion  has  furnifhed  fewer  learned  and 
,  v.-  1  O  o  2  literary 
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literary  men  than  thofe  which  employ  the  mind 
in  calculations  of  lois  and  gain :  and  in  America 
it  will  be  found,  that  thofe  who  have  been^  and 
thofe  who  can  now  be  reckoned  among  learned 
men,  are  or  were,  by  chaia<9^r  or  by  fttuatioBf 
the  moft  exempt  from  this  common  di^x>fition 
of  their  fellow  citizens. 

A  better  and  more  complete  fyftera  of  inifaruc- 
tion  than  that  which  b  now  generally  followed 
in  the  colleges  of  the  United  States,  would  aug- 
ment but  little  the  number  of  men  who  give 
'themfelres  up  to  the  fclences  and  to  letters,  io 
long  as  the  manners  of  the  people  continue  to 
dirc^  the  deiircs  and  thoughts  towards  the  ac- 
quirement of  wealth.  The  term  of  education  in 
America  is  too  fhort ;  a  young  man  hardly  arrives 
at  the  age  of  fixtecn  years^  before  his  parents  aie 
dcfirous  o?  placing  him  iiithe  counting-houic  of 
a  merchant,  or  in  the  office  of  a  lawyer.  He 
has  not  yet  been  able  to  acquire  at  college  that 
degree  of  inftrudion  which  would  give  him  the 
means  of  refigning  himfelf  to  the  fciences  and  tD 
letters,  if  he  had  a  tafte  for  them.  He  fbon  loff$ 
every  other  idea  than  thole  which  can  prc^Mut 
the  way  and  hurry  him  on  to  the  acqutfition  cf 
a  fortune ;  he  fees  no  other  views  in  thoie  around 
him,  or  in  fociety  ;  he  fees  his  pcofits,  and  his 
whole  confideration  is  attached  to  iliccefles  of  this 

kind; 
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kind ;  how  can  he  prefenre  any  other  views  ?  It 
18  therefore  this  general  (^fpo&tioif  which  oppoict 
the  perfeAability  of  the  public  inftrui6tion^  whidi^ 
of  whatever  kind  .it  might  have  been^  orold  not 
have  prevailed  over  the  impatience  of  parents  to 
put  their  children  into  the  road  of  acq^fixing 
riches,  and  over  that  exclufive  paffion  to  follow 
this  career,  which  the  latter  imbibe  with  t|M 
milk  from  the  breails  of  their  mothers. 

They  complain  in  the  United  States^  and 
doubtleis  with  great  reafon,  that  a  confiderabte 
number  of  American  citizens,  forgetful  of  the 
country  to  which  they  belongs  are  now  ardking 
privateers  in  Franc6,  for  the  purpo&  of  taking 
American  ihips,  which  the  French  government 
deem  lawful  prizes;  and  theie  complaints  are 
certainly  well-founded^  iince  thcrc-are  but  few 
greater  crimes  of  which  a  citizen  can  be  guilty. 
But  whence  arofe  the  principles  of  this  horrid 
crime,  if  not  from  that  paffion  ib  openly  avowed 
m  America,  of  getting  money,  and  becoming 
rich-*-a  pai&on  which  leads  to  an  indifference 
^ibout  the  means>  when  it  has  become  fb  generaK 
7his  in  wh^l  makes  fociety  connive  at  imjuft 
payo^ents,  at  fraudulent  bankraptcies,  and  encou- 
faget  the  lending  of  money  at  an  enormous  in* 
ffrefti  wl^ch  the  law  condemns. 

T^\%  difpoi^tioQ  is  natiiral  to  a  new  people, 

o  %  placed 


artd'  the  "Untied  States  wil 
the  amieiit  niitioni  their  r; 
ia  the  fcicr.cc^f  as  well  as 
indubitable,'  that  the  rapi( 
diofe  important. improvcir 
thq  fpceil  wi^  which  a  re 
in-dtisbraiKhof  tb?  natloi 

I  have  fpoken  of  the  inf 
inftru<£lion  in  -the  United  ! 
of  fcience;  and  though  I 
caxifc  of  that  iuflifficiency 
which  enforce  it,  there  is; 
ing  the  ftate  of  it  known. 

The  phyfical  or  natura 
of  the  Americans  is  exccll 
from  their  tendcreft  age, 
out  precaution   to  the  ri 
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Therc^are  few  American  children  who  cannof: 
fwim  bqldly,  and  at  ten  years  of^  age  mana.gc  a 
gun  and  hunt,  without  meeting  with  an  accident ; 
and  not  one  who  does  not  ride  with  great  cou- 
rage, nor  any  who  fear  fatigue  ;  and  the  children 
in  towns  are  not  brought  up  with  more  delicacy.. 
This  liberty  given  to  children  teaches  them  to> 
take  care  of  themfelves ;  and,  bold  as  they  arc*: 
they  have  the  prudence  to  avoid  dangers,  which^ 
children   brought   up  with   much  greater   care 
Mould  not  avoid.     They^  become  ftrong  and  en- 
terprifmg  men,  whom  no  difficulties  dilheartcn, 
and  produce  a  growing  generation,  which  will 
be  as  invincible  in  its  territory  as  that  which  pre- 
ceded it  proved  itfelfta  be. 

m 

The  ln{lrud:ive  part  of  education  has  not  at- 
tained the  fame  perfection.  I  have  faid,  that  in 
New  England  the  frec-fchools  were  open  to  all 
the  children ;  and  that  the  laws,  as  well  as  the 
manners  of  the  countr}',  impofed  it  upon  the  pa- 
rents as  a  duty  aimoft  indifpenfable,  to  profit  by 
the  advantages  of  this  public  infdtutlou.  New 
England  is  ftill  the  only  part  of  the  UiiLcd  States 
where  thcfe  excellent  ellabliflimcnts  have  taken 
place.  But  the  obftacles  which  hitherto  and  .do 
liill  oppofe  fimilar  eftablifhments  in  the  other 
ftates,  will  vanilh.  All  the  Icgillatures  are  already 
jpore  or  Icfs  ftruck  with  the  neccllity  of  thcfc  in- 

O  o  4  ftitutions ; 


of  the  United  States,  im; 
ments  the  duty  of  increaf 
the  number  of  thpfe  to  \ 
In  the  frec-fchools  are  t 
and  arithmetic,  togethei 
religion  and  morality.  £ 
academies  and  colleges 
different  ftates.  The  acai 
nerally  meant  in  France 
fmall  colleges  ;  and  the  > 
called  there,  or  rather  v. 
land  univerfitics.  They  a 
cation  ;  it  is  in  thefe  colic 
in  America  the  higher 
degrees  conferred,  &c. 

The  education  of  youtl 
after  that  of  England  ;  a 
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iamt  oratlbiu  of  CicQro>  are  almoft  all  the  books 

tpiiich  are  read  in  thexxi.     Virgil  and  Horace  are 

read  in  the  coU^geSi  Imt  a  verv  little  of  them. 

The  Roman  hiftorians,  as  Titur  Liriu^^  and  Taci* 

tu$>  are  ieidom  ufed  there.     3uetonius«  £Aitr6« 

plus,  and  Cornelius  Nepos^  are  prcferppd,  ^nd  the 

hJk  is  one  of  the  beft  authors  ivhich  aip  put 

into  the  hands  of  youths    Greek  is  but  little 

taught ;  and  the  New  Teilament  is  generally  the 

iie  plus  ultra  of  inftru<9i(Mi  in  this  language,  if 

Homer  be  excepted,  which  is  read  in  the  high 

clafles  of  ibme  colleges.   But  the  Greek  tragedies, 

and  the  comedies  of  the  celebrated  Latin  author 

Terence,  and  even  the  eaiieft  poets,  and  almoft 

as  famous,   fuch  as  Pindar,   Anacreon,  Heiiod, 

^d  Thcocritus,vare  not  read  there.     As  to  more 

modern  authors,  iuch  as  Plutarch,  Lucian,  &c. 

the  ftudents  know  nothing  more  of  them  than 

li?vhat  puriofity  and  a  love  of  inftru6lion,  very  rare 

amoxig  tliem,  may  enable  them  to  know,  by  the 

tranflatipns  of  them  which  they  procure.     The 

Orationa  wc  t^c  only  work  of  Cicero  taught  in 

the  academics  or  in  the  colleges,  ^t  leaft  entirely, 

and  in  the  original  language.     His  Office?,  his 

Tufculan,  his   Dialogues,  his  Tra<^  upon  the 

X^ws,  upon  Friendlhip,  and  upon  Oratory,  arc 

not  read,  or  fcldom  fo  at  leaft,  otherwifc  than  by 

tranflation^. 

The 
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The  Elements  of  Euclid,  and  the  Firft  Prin- 
ciples of  Conic  Seftionsi-  arc  the  complement 
pf  mathematical.  inftru6libn.  The  mechanics, 
hydroftatics,  and  hydraulics,  are  taught  after  the 
works  of  Nichplfon,  ofteticr  after  thofe  of  Fer- 
guflbn,  Q,tid  the  n;ioft;oftcn  after  thofe  of  Enfield. 
The  nan^e  of  Nc^vtoji  is  rey^rcd  in  America,  and 
Inhere  can, it  liot  be  fo?  But  his  works  are  little 
tat^ht,  4ud;too  littljC  tijnc  i^  allowed  for  tlicm  to 
be  generally  comprehended. 

The  f$:w  praclical  inftruftions  which  arc  given 
in  fomc  particular  fchqob  upon  the  manner  of 
finding  the  height  of  the  fun,  for  the  purpolc  of 
knowing  the  longitude,  excepted,  there  is  hardly 
any  other  branch  of  this  ipccics  of  information 
cultivated  in  any  of  the  colleges  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  very  fmall  number  of  mariners 
who  wifti  to  be  inftrucfted  only  in  the  pra<ftice  of 
taking  obfcrvations  for  computing  the  longitude, 
cannot  find  any  means  of  doing  it  in  America^ 
and  arc  induced  to  fcarch  for  this  information  in 
England.  Yet  the  tonnage  of  Arjierican  vcflcls, 
navigating  every  fea  in  the  world,  may  be  cfti- 
matcd  for  fome  years  paft  at  feven  hundred  thou- 
fand  tons-  annually  ;  and  improvements  in  navi- 
gation are  the  certain  means  of  augmenting  the 
profits  arlfing  from  the  commerce  of  the  leas, 

Tlicre  are  in  n\oi\  of  the  colleges  ibmc  philo- 

fophical 
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fophical  inftniments,  of  various  degrees  of  pcr^ 
fedion  ;  and  the  youth  receive  more  inftruftiou 
in  experimental  philofophy  than  in  the  more 
cxaA  Icicnces.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
particular  profelfor  in  chemillry  in  any  other  col- 
leges than  ir^  thofe  of  New  York,  Priuce's^town 
in  New.  Jerfey,  and  at  Cambridge  in  Maflachu- 
ietts.  The  little  which  is  taught  of  this  fcience  in 
other  places,  is  by  profeflbrs  who  teach  philofo- 
phy and  mathematics  together. 

I  will  not  take  upon  myfclf  to  decide  upon 
medical  inftmftion,  but  I  have  been  informed 
that  in  many  colleges  it  is  excellent ;  and  I  be- 
lieve it  may  not  be  doubted  but  that  this  excel- 
lence will  extend  over  all  America ;  and  if  wc 
reflect,  that  in  a  country  where  the  love  of  money 
is  fo  predominant,  the  profeffion  which  procures 
|he  moft  of  it  by  the  extenfion  of  acquaintance, 
which  captiyates  without  abforbing  the  whole 
mind  in  ftudy,  inuft  produce  many  well-in- 
formed men ;  and  it;  will  be  eaiy  from  thfince  to 
deduce  the  rcafons  why  ^he  clafs  of  medicine  pro- 
duces in  America  more  learned  men  of  almoft 
all  kinds  than  all  the  others,  and  why  the  fcience 
of  medicine  is  better,  longer,  and  more  com- 
pletely taught. 

The  ftudy  of  theology  is  very  confined  in  tlic 
American  colleges,  but  I  do  not  pretend  to  re- 

prefent 
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prcfcnt  die  total  want  of  this  iimtu^on  as  tn 
injury, 

Put  the  ftudy  of  common  ri^ht,  of  the  mtmi- 
ftpal  laws,  of  tbofc  of  particular  ftates,  or  of  the 
Upitcd  States,  make  no  part  of  the  inftrudion 
received  iij  the  colleges.  This  circumftancc  cx- 
citC3  aftonifhment,  in  a  republic  where  each  in- 
dividual may  afpire  to  become  a  legifiator,  and 
where  cvpry  one^  as  an  eledor,  ought  to  be  ca- 
pable of  judging  himielf  the  qi^alifications  and 
conduA  of  the  candidates,  the  a6b  and  ordinances 
p{  government,  and  wrherc,  above  all,  he  oujght  to 
know  his  duties,  in  order  to  fulfil  them. 

|t  is  not  lefs  extraordinary,  that  the  hiftory  of 
the  United  l^tates,  of  their  revolution,  of  the 
events  which  preceded  and  forced  it ;  of  the  ob- 
ftacles  of  evpry  nature  which  they  had  to  over- 
come ;  of  the  facrificcs  of  eafe,  of  the  mcmey  and 
blood  of  their  fellowrcitizcns  v^hich  they  had  to 
ftiakc ;  of  the  mutual  fuccours  which  the  differ- 
ent ftates  afforded  in  thefe  in^pqrtant  and  perilous 
Circtimftances,  fhould  not  be  taugl^t  in  the  coir 
leges  or  academies  of  An^crica,  where  the  hi(|ory 
of  England  is  the  only  modern  one  which  the 
jKrath  read.  Liberty  is  dearer  to  thofc  who  know 
how  much  it  coft  to  obtain  it ;  and  in  a  free 
country,  the  love  of  liberty,  obedience  to  the 
laws>  and  refpcft  for  the  conftitution^  arc  the 

Ji^fts 
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bails  of  public  morals.  The  hiftoiy  of  every 
people  who  have  fought  for  their  liberty,  abounds 
in  traits  of  devotedneis,  of  courage,  and  of  difior 
tereftednefs,  in  which  that  of  the  American  wai\ 
is  very  fertile.  The  tranfmiffion  to  pottcnty  of 
the  narops  of  thofe  who  have  honoured  the  Ame- 
rican revolution,  not  only  in  the  higheft  offices^ 
but  ai^b  in  in£srior  flations,  is  a  facred  duty  of  the 
governments,  and  that  can  never  be  completdy 
fuifilled,  but  by  inculcating  it  in  the  public 
fchools.  Can  it  be  feared  left  this  kind  of  iiH 
flrudion  fhould  have  the  tffcA  of  etcmalizinj^ 
the  antipathy  or  preference  of  the  American  tut^ 
tion  to  fuch  or  iuch  European  nation  ?  No ;  it 
would  only  prolong  the  fweet  fctnembranoe  of 
the  acquiiition  of  liberty,  and  this  femembiaaiQe 
is  the  peculiar  property  c^  youth,  and  of  future 
ages.  This  remembrance  is  the  hiftory  of  the 
United  States ;  their  citizens  cannot  negled  makf 
ing  themfelves  familiar  vrith  theie  great  events 
without  committing  an  mjury,  and,  I  will  ia]v 
further,  without  incurring  the  ihame  of  being 
ignorant  of  what  it  is  the  firft  duty  of  every  mas 
belonging  to  a  free  people  to  luiow.  But  this  re** 
membrance  cannot  engage  them  in  any  ileps 
contrary  to  the  duties  of  a  moral  and  wife  policy; 
it  confirms  them  in  the  refolution  of  kecpmg 
themielvcs  for  ever  independent  of  any  foreign 

nation ; 
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periodical  wopk  publiflicd  in 'America  of  any  imft 
portance ;  there  was  one  publiihed  during  four 
years  at  Philadelphia^  undc^  the  title  of  the  Amev^ 
rican  Mufehm,  really  intcreftlng,  on  accjonnt  of 
fome  pieces  which  it  contained  upon  politics,  ii^ 
tcrature,  fome  extradls  from  good  Englilh  worksi 
and  for  the  details  which  it  gave  of  the  principal 
matters  relative  toooidfimerce  and  navigation,  and 
of  the  adminiftration  of  the  United  States.  This 
journal  ceafcd  to  appear  in  1 792,  becaufe  the  fob- 
fcriptions  for  it  had  ceafed  to  be  abundant  enough 
to  reimburfc  the  editor  for  the  cxpcnces- attend- 
ing it.  This  was  certainly  for  America  oric  of 
the  moft  interefting  works  worthy .  of  iupport ; 
but  reading  has  hitherto  been  the  occupation  of 
only  a  few  Americans^  and  that  of  political  pam- 
phlets, or  rather  tlibfe  of  paity,  engages  the  at- 
tention of  the  greater  part  of  thofe  few  ;  fo  that 
while  there  arc  in  the  cities,  and  even  in  the  vil- 
lages ofthc  United  States,  more  printing  offices 
in  proportion  than  in  any  city  in  Europe,  the 
prefles  there  are  principally  employed  on  Ibme 
books  of  religion,  fcrmons,  fome  claffical  books, 
fome  geographical  dictionaries,  upon  reprinting 
Englifh  works,  and,  above  all,  upon  a  great  num- 
ber of  newfpapcrs.  Many  works  of.  merit,  how- 
ever, had  their  birth  in  America;  fuch  as  the 
Hiftory  of  .the  Revolution  of  the  United  St:ites, 

and 
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ind  that  of  Soiidi  Carolina,  by  Dr.  KaMsat,  of 
Charlefton ;  the  hiilories  of  certain  fiates^  among 
which  that  of  New  Hampihire,  hf  Dr.  ^bLk- 
isr  AP,  of  Ba&on,  holds  a  diitingaiihed  rank ;  the 
American  Enc/clopedia,  whicli,  though  partly 
eztraded  from  the  Ehglifh  Encyclopedia,  has  a 
great  number  of  original  articles,  and  is  a  ivork 
of  great  utility ;  in  ihort,  there  are  many  other 
trafts,  general  or  particular,  u|)on  the  United 
States,  and  doubtlefs  many  which,  while  I  did 
not  name,  I  did  not  intend  to  exclude,  any  far-^ 
ther  than  I  was  zibt  acquainted  with  them,  or 
which  had  efcaped  my  memory^  If  1  have  not 
included  in  this  lift  the  Defence  of  the  Amcri* 
can  Conftitudon^  by  John  Adams ;  the  Obienra- 
tions  upon  Virginia,  by  Mri  Jcffetfoh ;  the  Let 
tcrs  of  General  Walhington  during  die  War ;  it 
is  becaufe  I  fpeak  here  only  of  the  eiiipioyintet 
'of  the  American  prcfles,  and  that  thefe  cdebratcd 
works  were  printed  originally  in  England; 

Numerous  as  the  iiewfpapcrs  in  America  may 
be,  they  do  not  fiipply  the  want  of  jourhals,  or 
periodical  publications.  Few  foreign  political  at- 
tides  of  moment  find  a  place  in  them ;  ihdced 
they  TLTt  nothing  more,  at  Icaft,  in  the  larger 
towns,  than  the  Camp  Lift,  or  the  CdiniN9n  Advert 
tlferj  in  which  parties  attack  each  other,  aiid  deal 
out  fcandal ;  and  as  it  often  happen^,  when  the 

parties 
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parties  arrive  at  a  cert^n  point  of  exaltation,  the 
mofl:  vehement  are  thofe  who  find  the  mod  fub« 
fcribcrs,  even  among  thoie  who  blame  them 
moft. 

In  the  debates  of  congrefs,  fpeechcs  full  of  rea* 
fon,  drawn  from  a  knowledge  of  things,  and  re- 
markable for  good  logic,  are  often  heard ;  indeed 
there  are  but  few  men  therfe  who  fpeak  upon  fub- 
jeAs  which  they  do  not  underftand.  It  is  alfb 
faid,  but  I  am  not  capable  of  deciding,  that  die 
members  there  exprefs  themfelves  in  the  beft  lan- 
guage. But  prolixity  is,  in  fomc  meafure,  the 
common  fault  of  American  orators,  who,  like 
the  writers  oFthe  new  world,  are  not  deiirous  of 
leaving  any  thing  to  be  interpreted  by  the  under- 
ftandings  of  their  auditors  or  readers. 

The  moft  conxmon  vice  of  the  inferior  clafs  of 
the  American  people^  is  drunkennefs.  The  ufe 
which  they  make  of  fpirit\ious  liquors,  in  prefer- 
ence to  thofe  of  beer,  cyder,  and  wine,  greatly 
aids  this  difpoiition.  This  excepted,  there  are, 
without  doubt,  fewer  crimes  committed  in  Ame- 
rica than  among  an  equal  number  of  people  in 
Europe ;  and  the  caufe  of  it  may  be  found  in  the 
caly  circumftanccs  of  the  people,  the  firft  fourcc 
of  the  morality  of  nations.  Aflaflinations  are  not 
unknown  there,  but  they  are  very  rare;  and 
thefts,  cfpecially  in  the  country,  are  not  frequent. 
Vol.  IV.  P  p  though 
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though  pul^lic  Confidence  be  the  only  iafeguard  of 
property.  Th^y  a*^*  as  in  Europe,  more  frequent 
in  cities,  and  for  the  fame  reaibn. 

The  crime  of  counterfeiting  bank  bills  is  pretty 
qpnptnon,  and  becomes  more  <b  every  year.  This 
offence  is  alfo  frequent  in  thofc  countries  where 
bank  notes  pafs  as  the  current  money  ;  it  is  alio, 
without  doubt,  the  moft  dangerous  to  the  public 
confidence.  On  this  account; there  arc  men  in 
America,  humane  in  other  refpeds,  who  contend 
that  the  punilhment  of  death  ought  to  be  in- 
flidled  upon  thofe  who  have  been  pronounced 
guilty  of  counterfeiting  the  legal  currency.  But 
independently  of  every  confideratft>n  of  convc- 
niency,  or  even  of  right,  to  inflicfl  the  pain  of 
death  there  is,  in  this  opinion,  more  of  political 
refentment  than  of  exaft  jufticc.  If  fcverc  laws 
were  made,  and  rigoroully  executed,  to  prevent 
fraudulent  tranfadUons  from  becoming  fo  often 
the  means  of  accumulating  riches,  and  which,  at 
the  fame  time,  Ihould  have  a  fufficicnt  influence 
upon  the  manners  of  the  people,  as  to  deftroy  that 
rcfped  and  high  confideration,  which  is  too  of- 
ten paid  to  men  merely  becaufe  they  arc  opu- 
lent, they  would  certainly  reduce  the  number  of 
crimes  more  than  the  fear  of  death,  which  expe- 
rience prures  to  have  but  little  effedl  in  this  rc- 
fped. 

If 
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If  I  have  been  fcvcrcly  exadt  in  reprefenting 
cxceffivc  avidity  of  becoming  rich,  as  the  com-t 
moil  chara<Seriftic  of  the  American  people,  and 
cfpecially  in  the  inhabitants  of  cities,  I  Ihall  be  as 
cxadly  jufi  in  adding  that  this  difpofition  docs 
not  hurry  them  on  to  avarice.  Without  being 
profufc^  or  forgetting  the  intercft  of  their  fami- 
lies, they  know  how  to  be  at  proper  times  cx-i 
penfive,  even  with  oilentation,  and  they  do  not 
refufe  to  ailift  the  imfortunate,  when  proper  op- 
portunities for  it  occur.  The  unfortunate  fuf- 
fcrers  by  the  fires  at  Charlefton  and  Savannah, 
and  by  the  dreadful  difcafc  which  raged  at  Phila^ 
delphia  and  New  York,  &c.  &c.  have  been  re- 
lieved by  the  abundant  fubfcriptions  of  the  citi- 
zens of  almofl  all  the  American  towns  w^herc 
thofe  difaflers  did  not  take  place ;  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly the  duty  of  a  Frenchman  to  do  homage  to 
that  generoiity  fo  liberally  extended  to  the  imfor- 
tunate inhabitants  of  the  French  iilands,  whom 
burnings  and  the  threats  of  death  had  thrown  def- 
titute  upon  the  ihores  of  America.  Though  I 
have  taken  great  pains  to  procure  a  particular  ac- 
count of  the  amount  of  thefe  iiiccours  given  by 
almoft  all  the  American  towns  to  thefe  imfor- 
tunate people,  I  have  only  been  able  to  obtain  it 
in  part,  and  have  configned  the  account  to  the 
archives  of  the  town  where  I  have  been  able  to 

P  p  2  coUeft 
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coUcct  them,  and  ftiould  have  been  glad  to  have 
been  able  to  have  prcfentcd  the  ftate  with  the 
irratehil  thanks  of  my  countrymen.  I  do  not 
doubt  but  the  total  of  thcfe  bencfaAions  is  more 
than  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars;  and  I  do 
not  inehide  hi  this  fum  the  relief  afforded  by  indi- 
viduals to  individuals,  offered  with  fincerity,  a  feel- 
inir  for  mi.-iortune,  and,  I  mav  add,  with  fraternal 
atTcclioii.  The  wants  of  thcfe  French  colonifts, 
driven  tVi)m  their  country,  and  defpoiled  by  bar- 
baritv,  were  fooner  felt,  fooner  fuccoured  in  the 
towns  of  the  United  States,  where  thele  unfor- 
tunate vicllms  arrived,  than  exprcffed  by  them- 
felvc^;  and  thefe  fuccours  have  hardly  had  any 
other  term  applied  to  them  than  neceflarics; 
thefe  fuiivrers  frill  abide,  and  have  continued  to 
r.l:  ivlc,  ill  fomc  of  the  towns  during;  the  laft  four 
}ears.  I  know  examples  of  whole  families  bc- 
inp;  ad  milted  for  two  years  to  the  intimacy  and 
<:o\\\  f(  )rt>  of  American  families.  I  have  alfb  known 
fomc  to  whom  houfes  have  been  let,  of  which 
the  expences  liavebeen  defrayed,  and  who  would 
fUll  reeei\  e  the  fame  holpitality,  if  they  them- 
felves  had  not  refufed  to  profit  by  thcfe  kindneiTes 
any  longer.  I  know  mafters  of  boarding  houfes, 
who,  learning  that  thcfe  French  guefls  quitted 
their  houfes,  becaufe  the  fmallnefs  of  the  lum  of 
money  which  they  were  able  to  lave  ii)  their 

flight 
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fiigHt  was  not  fufficicnt  to  defray  their  expenccs, 
have  cordially  folicited  their  further  abode  with 
them  as  friends,  and  have  at  length  prevailed 
over  their  delicacy  to  accept  the  offered  kind- 
nefs,  I  know  Frenchmen  who  having  had  a 
great  diftance  to  travel  before  they  arrived  at  a 
convenient  port,  from  whence  they  could  depart 
for  their  own  country,  have  been  with  their  fa- 
milies lodged  and  nourilhed  gratuitoufly,  becaufe 
they  were  Frenchmen  and  unfortunate.  Similar 
examples  abound,  and  certainly  fo  many  of  thefc 
fa6b  are  greatly  honourable  both  to  the  nation 
and  to  the  individuals  to  whofc  beneficence  they 
belong. 

Every  private  individual  in  all  the  United 
States  of  America,  has  an  entire  liberty  of  con- 
fcience ;  and  almoft  all  the  religions  known  in 
Europe  are  thofe  of  the  fedlaries  there.  But  there 
are  fome  ftates  where  the  conilitution  requires  of 
every  citizen  entering  upon  the  legiflative  or  exe- 
cutive funAion,  to  fwear  '*  that  he  believes  in 
one  God,  in  the  future  rewards  and  punifhments 
of  another  life,  in  the  holineis  of  the  Old  and 
New  Tcftament,  and  that  he  profeffes  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion."  In  fhort,  with  individuals,  and 
even  with  fbmc  focieties,  religion  is  one  of  the 
obje<5b  which  occupies  the  leafl  of  the  attention 
of  the  Americau  people  ;  and  it  is  affirmed  that 
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in  thofc  ftatcs  where  Prdbytcrianifm  has  prt* 
fenrcd  the  mod  of  appearance,  of  influence,  and 
of  rigidity,  it  is  exercifed  in  general  only  for  'the 
fake  of  form. 

There  arc  in  almoft  all  the  towns  of  America, 
at  leaft  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  ftates,  focie- 
tics  for  agriculture,  focieties  for  the  encourage* 
mcnt  of  arts,  and  for  the  formation  and  mainten- 
ance of  public  libraries  ;  thefe  laft  excepted,  few 
among  them  attain  the  end  propofed,  and  but 
few  of  them  can  ever  be  able  to  attain  it  m  the 
prefent  ftate  of  America.  The  expcnces  which 
thefe  laft  focieties  incur  in  fmall  pamphlet3>  aic 
paid  by  voluntary  flibfcription,  in  which  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States,  in  ealy  circum- 
ftances,  are  more  liberal  when  the  public  good  is 
the  objeft  of  them,  than  they  are  in  bcftowing 
their  time  in  reading  them. 

There  are  alfo  a  confiderable  number  of  cha- 
ritable  focieties,  fomc  of  which  arc  marine  focie- 
ties, whofe  purpofe  is,  in  fomc  towns,  to  provide 
a  liibfiftcnce  for  the  wives  and  children  of  cap- 
tains, or  maftcrs,  who  die  at  fea ;  or  for  provid- 
ing affiftance  to  all  veffels  wrecked  upon  their 
coafts.  There  are  alfo  focieties  for  the  affiftance 
of  emigrants ;  that  is  to  fay,  for  aiTifting  •  w  ith 
advice  and  fiiccours  thofe  ftrangers  who  arrive 
from  Europe,  with  an  intention  of  cftabliihiog 
^  •      -.  thcmfelvcs 
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thcmlclvcs  in  America,  Others  ifubfcribft  for  the 
fupport  of  hofpitals  and  fchooh^  and  for  the  diftrL-' 
bution  of  proper  medicines ;  there  are  fome  for 
the  purpole  of  ameliorating  the  fituation  of  pri- 
ibncrs ;  ibme  alfo  for  the  civilization  of  the  In- 
dians ;  and,  laftly,  others  unite  themfclves  for  the 
purpofc  of  accelerating  in  America  the  epoch  of 
the  deftruftion  of  flavery.  In  all  thcfe  different 
charitable  focieties;  compofed  of  men  of  all  claCcs, 
of  all  profeffions,  and  of  all  religions,  there  is  not 
one  in  which  fome  of  the  people  called  Quakers 
are  not  to  be  found ;  they  arc  the  agents  of  a 
great  many  of  them,  and  of  fome  they  are  the 
promoters  and  almoft  the  only  members ;  fuch 
as  thofe  who  have  the  liberty  of  the  negroes  fojf 
their  objeift. 

Without  becoming  on  this  account  an  extra- 
vagant enthufiaft  of  the  Quakers,  it  is  Ltnpoffible 
not  to  remark,  that  in  every  place  where  any  be- 
neficent plan  is  formed  for  the  good  of  humanity, 
there  they  are  always  ready  vifitors.  They  arc 
perhaps,  as  is  faid  of  them,  as  much  engaged  in 
the  occupation  of  amalEng  riches,  as  thofe  who 
do  not  belong  to  their  fociety ;  but  granting  it  to 
be  fo,  this  does  not  prevent  them  from  applying 
themfelvcs,  upon  every  occafion,  to  aifts  of  kind- 
nefe  and  beneficence.  Their  tenets,  their  prin- 
ciples, and  their  laws,  rigonJufly  prefcribe  this" 
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duty;  and  their  conftant  infpc^ion  over  their 
focictics  inures  them  to  it.  And  though  there 
may  be  hypocrites  aniong  them,  which  is  un- 
fair to  prefunie,  this  pretended  Iiypocrify,  which 
would  be  a  vice  in  thole  whom  it  might  fway, 
ought  yet  to  be  refpcded,  fincc  the  good  which 
may  refult  from  it,  may  caufc  it  to  be  turned  to 
the  public  advantage,  and  would  even  become  a 
credit  to  their  fociety.  There  muft,  without 
doubt,  be  found  among  the  great  ntimbcr  of - 
members  of  their  communion,  fome  bad  men, 
but  they  cannot  be  notorioufly  Co  without  being 
excluded  the  fociety.  If  there  be  among  the 
An^erican  citizens  fome  Quakers  whom  falfc  at 
hazardous  fpcculations  have  drawn  into  proceed- 
ings which  delicacy  and  equity  condemn,  their 
number  is  but  fmall ;  and  the  quantity  of  Qua- 
kers engaged  in  commerce  is  nearly  equal  to  that 
of  the  men  who  compose  their  whole  focictv. 
Their  private  manners  are  regular  and  pure,  and 
the  luxury  of  thofe  who  refign  thcmfclvcs  the- 
moft  to  it,  does  not  exceed  tfic  cafe  and  eoo- 
yeniences  of  life.  The  courts  ofjufticc  arc  ncvcic 
engaged  in  deciding  the  differences  which  take 
place  among  them,  and  the  number  of  law-fuits. 
between  the  Quakers  and  other  citizens  is  but 
fmall,  in  comparifon  of  their  multitude,  and  thtj 
quantity  of  their  property.     Snbmillivc  to  thfe' 
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laws  of  the  country  where  they  live,  no  ftate, 
whatever  its  conftitution  may  be,  has  more  quiet 
and  more  faithful  fubjefts.  Their  wifties  for  the 
freedom  of  ilaves,  and  their  efforts  to  haftcn  the 
period  of  its  accomplifhmcnt,  has  created  thcnm 
violent  and  irreconcileable  enemies  in  every  part 
of  the  world.  It  may  be,  that  the  exalted  zeal 
of  fbme  individuals  may  have  drawn  them  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  a  juft  convenience,  and  from 
a  well  digefted  prudence,  and  thofe  are  certainly 
blameable.  But  have  they  ever  been  even  accufed 
of  having  excited  the  negroes  to  rebellion  ?  It 
has  been  by  pleading  and  petitioning  for  them, 
as  unhappy  beings  and  as  men ;  it  has  been  by 
rifing  againft  flavcry  that  they  have  fhewn  them- 
felves  their  friends ;  and  the  Quakers  are  not  the 
firft  men  in  whom  a  dcfire  to  diilipate  errors  and 
to  procure  redrefs  for  the  injured  has  produced 
hatreds,  and  even  pcrfecutions. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  delicate  to  difcufs  the 
queftion  of  negro  llavcry,  at  a  period  when  fo  many 
crimes  and  fo  many  unparalleled  atrocities  have 
been  committed  under  the  pretext  of  their  eman- 
cipation ;  whence  fo  many  mifcrics,  either  irre- 
mediable, or  at  leaft  difficult  to  repair,  have  re- 
fulted  to  the  ftate,  to  proprietors,  and  to  the  ne- 
groes thcmfelves.  This  queftion  however  is  fo- 
reign to  my  fubjcdl.     But  the  Quakers  had  no 

hand 
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hand  in  caufing  thefe  calamities ;  and  ihcir  adher- 
ence to  the  caufe  of  fuffering  humanity,  and  their 
frequent  petitions  in  favour  of  the  negroes,  do 
them  honour,  as  well  as  their  vigilance,  as  citi- 
zens, in  executing  the  laws  which  arc  favourable 
to  this  clafs  of  men.  How  honourable  to  them 
are  thofc  perfevering  cares  and  affiduous  atten-* 
tions  to  the  hofpitals  and  prilbns,  in  which  they 
expofe  themfelves  to  the  danger  of  catching  the 
dreadful  yellow  fever  when  it  appears  I  I  am 
Ipeaking  of  them  as  citizens,  without  any  regard 
to  their  opinions,  to  their  rules  and  orders,  or  to 
the  aufterity  of  their  manners ;  in  this  refpcd,  I 
believe  that  a  nation  which  has  really  at  heart 
the  good  of  mankind,  cannot  have  better  or  more 
ufeful  fubjci^. 

The  inferior  claffes  of  workmen,  down  to  thoie 
who  labour  in  the  ports,  do  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  fo  ruftic  in  America  as  they  generally  do  in  the 
old  world.  The  reafon  of  this  is,  without  doubt, 
that  they  are  treated  with  more  civility,  and  con- 
lidered  by  thofc  who  employ  them  as  free  men 
with  whom  they  have  contraftcd,  rather  than  as 
workmen,  whom  they  compel  to  labour.  They 
are  like  the  workmen  of  every  clafs,  both  in  town 
and  country,  much  better  paid  than  in  Europe, 
by  which  they  are  enabled  to  live  well.  There 
i$  not  a  family,  ^ven  in  the  moft  miferable  hut  in 
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the  midft  of  woods,  who  does  not  eat  meat  twitcc 
a  day  at  lead,  and  drink  tea  and  coffee ;  and  there 
is  not  one  who  drinks  pure  water ;  the  prover- 
bial wifh  of  having  a  chicken  in  the  pot^  is  more 
than  accompliftied  in  America.  The  fliopkeeper 
and  the  artizan  live  much  better  here  than  in 
Europe;  and  the  table  of  a  family,  in  eafy  cir- 
cumftances,  living  upon  their  income,  is  not 
better  fcrved  in  England  and  France,  than  a 
great  many  o£  thofe  of  tailors,  hair-dreflcrs,  &c. 
of  Philadelphia,  of  New  York,  or  of  all  other 
large  towns  in  America. 

Though  there  be  no  diftinftions  acknowledged 
by  the  law  in  the  United  States,  fortune,  and  the 
nature  of  profeflions  form  different  claifes.  The 
merchants,  the  lawyers,  the  land-owners,  who 
do  not  cultivate  their  land  themfclves  (and  the 
number,  which  is  fmall  from  the  ftate  of  Dela- 
ware to  the  north,  is  great  in  the  flatcs  of  the 
fouth),  the  phyficians,  and  the  clergy,  form  the 
firfl  clafs.  The  inferior  merchants,  the  farmers, 
and  the  artizans,  may  be  included  in  the  fecond ; 
and  the  third  clafs  is  compofed  of  workmen,  who 
let  themfelves  by  the  day,  by  the  month,  &c. 

In  balls,  concerts,  and  public  amufcments, 
thefe  claiTes  do  not  mix ;  and  yet,  except  the  la- 
bourer in  ports,  and  the  common  failor,  every 
one  callshimfelf,  and  is  called  by  others,  di  gentle- 

nuifi ; 
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man ;  a  fmall  fortune  is  fufficient  for  the  a/Tump-" 
tion  of  this  title,  as  it  carries  men  from  one  cJafii 
to  another.  They  deceive  themfclvcs  very  much 
who  think  that  pure  republican  manners  prevail 
in  America. 

The  white  Americans,  b)-  a  pride  which  can- 
not be  blamed,  and  which  proceeds  trom  the  ne- 
groes being  generally  employed  in  the  /cm'cc, 
is  alhamed  of  the  fituation  of  a  domeftic ;  fo  that 
there  cannot  be  reckoned  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  the  United  States,  twenty  native  Ame- 
ricans in  the  flate  of  domeftic  fcrvants.  The 
clafs  of  domcflics  in  America  is  compofctl  of  poor 
priefts,  Germans,  and  of  negroes  and  mulattocs; 
and  as  foon  as  the  firft  have  acquired  a  httlc 
money,  they  quit  that  ftation,  regarded  with  a 
fort  of  contempt,  and  eflablifli  themfclvcs  upon 
land,  which  they  clear  and  till,  or  in  a  fmalj 
trade.  In  ihort,  they  become  independent  o(  a 
.  mafter.  Hence  it  may  eafilj-  be  inferred,  that 
good  fervants  are  not  readily  found  in  America. 

The  prejudice  which  caufes  the  men  in  Ame- 
rica to  have  io  great  a  repugnance  to  the  llatc  of 
domeftic  fervitude,  does  not  influence  the  women 
in  the  fame  degree ;  nothing  is  more  common 
than  to  lee  young  women  of  good  families,  in  the 
fituation  of  fcrvants,  during  the  firft  years  of  their' 
youth.     E\en  their  parents  engage  them  in  thi» 

jjcuftpom 
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Situation  without  Ihocking  any  idea.  I  have  been 
told  by  M.  de  Faubonne,  a  Frenchman,  for- 
merly a  captain  in  the  regiment  of  Auvergnc 
(and  whom  the  pride  of  independence  induced 
to  take  up  the  bufinefs  of  a  gardener  for  the 
lupport  of  his  family,  though  he  was  forty-fix 
years  of  age),  that  he  had  had  in  his  fervicc, 
as  maid-fervant,  the  niece  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  a  young  woman  very  honeft^ 
and  well  brought  up.  Simile  examples  are  very 
common. 

In  a  country  which  has  belonged  to  England 
for  a  long  time,  of  which  the  moft  numerous  and 
ncareft  connexions  are  yet  with  England,  and 
which  carries  on  with  England  almoft  all  its  com- 
merce, the  manners  of  the  people  mult  neceflarily 
refemble,  in  a  great  degree,  thofe  of  England. 
To  the  American  manners  particularly,  thofe  re- 
lative to  living  are  the  fame  as  in  the  provinces 
of  England.  As  to  the  drefs,  the  Englilh  faihions 
are  as  faithfully  copied,  as  the  fending  of  mcr- 
chandife  from  England,  and  the  tradition  of  tay- 
lors  and  mantua-makers  will  admit  of.  The  dlf- 
tribution  of  the  apartments  in  their  houfes  is  like 
that  of  England,  the  furniture  is  Englilh,  the 
town  carriages  are  either  Engliih,  or  in  the  Eng- 
lilh tafle ;  and  it  is  no  finall  merit  among  the 
faihionable  world  to  have  a  coach  newly  arrived 

from 
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from  London,  and  of  the  ncweft  faAiioit. 

cookcrj-  is  Englifb,  and,  as  in  England,  after 
ner,  which  is  not  very  long,  the  ladies  withdraw 
and  give  place  to  drinking  of  wine  in  full  bum- 
pers, the  moll  prominent  pleafurc  of  the  day,  and 
which  it  is,  confequently,  very  natural  to  prolong 
as  late  as  poflible. 

There  are  great  dinners,  numerous  tea  parties, 
invited  a  long  time  in  advance,  but  no  focictics. 
So  that  thefc  tea  alTemblies  arc  every  where  a 
fund  of  amufement  for  the  ladies.  Balls  and  plavs 
arc  much  frequented.  It  is  generally  underftood 
that  thefe  kinds  of  diflipation  belong  only  to  the 
towns,  and  particularly  tu  large  cities.  Luxurj 
is  very  high  there,  cfpccially  at  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia,  and  makes  a  dangerous  progress 
every  year ;  but  eafdy  to  be  conceived,  fince  lux-r 
my  is,  in  fome  degree,  the  reprclcntation  ol 
riches,  and  that  wealth  there  is  die  only  dilHnc- 
tion. 

There  arc  fome  perfons  who  furpais  their 
neiglibours,  already  too  far  ad\Tuiccd,  in  luxuiy ; 
thcfe  injure  the  manners  of  the  country,  but 
while  the  people  cenfure,  they  purfuc  tlicic  ic* 
duftive  paths  ;  and  frequent  and  fumptuous  din-  . 
ners  are  lield  in  as  high  confidcration  in  the  new 
as  in  the  old-  world  ;  and  this  curtora  lias  its  ad-< 
vantages  \ery  often.  It  has  been  iecn  that  this 
E-cooJi  deration 


THE  UNITjED  STATES^  CANADA,   &C.  5gi 

confideration  has  raifed  to  the  place  of  temporary 
prclident  of  thefcnate  of  the  United  States,  a  man 
who  was  not  efteemed  by  any  of  thofe  who  elefted 
him,  or  by  any  other,  either  for  his  talents,  his 
qualities,  or  for  his  charafter,  but  he  entertained 
his  friends  with  fumptuous  dinners.  In  the  other 
towns,  and  efpecially  in  the  country,  luxury  is  lefs 
prevalent,  but  it  continually  increafes,  and  often 
out  of  proportion  with  wealth. 

The  women  every  where  poflcfs,  in  the  higheft 
degree,  the  domeftic  virtues,  and  all  others ;  they 
have  more  fwectnefs,  more  goodnefs,  at  leaft  as 
much  courage,  but  more  fenfibility,  than  the 
men.    Good  wives,  and  good  mothers,  their  huf- 
bands  and  their  children  engage  their  whole  at- 
tention ;  atid  their  houfehold  affairs  occupy  all 
their  time  and  all  their  cares ;   defjined  by  the 
manners  of  their  country  to  this  domeftic  life, 
their  education  in  other  refpeAs  is  too  much  neg- 
leAed.     They  are  amiable  by  their  qualities  and 
their  natural  difpoiition,  but  there  arc  very  few 
among  them  who  are  fo  from  any  acquired  ac- 
complifhments.     What  they  efteem  to  be  virtue 
in  vv^ives  is  the  virtue  of  the  whole  fex ;  and  if 
in  the  United  States  malice  may  throw  out  her 
fufpicion  upon  twenty,  there  are  certainly  not 
above  ten  of  them  who  can  be  accufed  juftly,  and 
all  the  reft  treat  thefc  with  great  irigour.     1  have 

heard 
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licard  Ionic  hiifbands  complain,  that  the  urgency 
c){  their  vnIvcs  makes  this  irreproachable  virtue 
cr/.t  tliciii  dear.  But  where  in  the  world  is  there 
a  ])!:icc  v/hcrc  evil  is  not  found  by  the  fide  of 
good  ? 

Tiic  young  women  here  enjoy  a  liberty,  which 
tc;  Fri^'iicii  manners  would  appear  diforderly ;  they 
p)  out  ul(jnc,  walk  with  young  men,  and  depart 
wluli  them  from  the  reft  of  the  company  in  large 
iilT  n:i;!ics ;  in  (hort,  they  enjoy  the  fame  degree 
ci  lil  crt\  whleh  married  women  do  in  France, 
and  wliich  married  women  here  do  not  take.  But 
th':\'  arc  far  from  abufina;  it:  they  endeavour  to 
[•i'  af.. ,  and  the  unmarried  women  dcfirc  to  ob- 
tain liulbcinds,  and  they  know  that  they  Ihall 
not  Uiccced  if  their  conduA  becomes  fufpefted, 
S(>mclirae>  they  are  abufed  by  the  men  who  de- 
ceive them,  but  then  they  add  not  to  the  misfor- 
tune of  having  engaged  their  hearts  to  a  cruel 
man  tiie  regret  of  dcferving  it,  which  might  give 
them  remorfe.  When  they  have  obtained  a  huf- 
band,  they  love  him,  bccaufe  he  is  their  hufband, 
and  becauic  they  have  not  an  idea  that  they  can 
do  othcrv\ife;  they  revere  cuftom  by  a  kind  oi 
ftate  religion,  which  never  varies. 

I  do  not  know  whether  there  be  many  badly 
managed  families  in  America ;  but  none  appear 
fo,  though  indeed  they  do  not  bear  the  image  of 

the 
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the  moft  desirable  happinefs.  In  the  infenpc 
clafles  of  fociety,  where  the  manners  of  the 
ivomen  arc  as  exempt  from  reproach  as  in  the 
more  elevated  clafTes^  it  is  laid  that  thofe  of  tho 
young  women  are  more  eafy.  Yet  according,  to 
all  which  I  have  been  able  to  ccdle^,  it  is  the 
illuiibn  of  a  marriagjc^.  which  they  believe  to  be 
decided,  which  engages  them  ^o  give  further  li* 
berties  than  they  otherwife  would  do  without 
this  falfe  hope.  .  The  fault  therefore  lies  entirely 
in  the  men  whp  deceive  the  young  women  j. 
.  without  it  can  be  juft  to  accufe  thoie  pf  liber-^ 
tiinage  who  h^ye  not  the  prudence  to  guard  them<« 
felvcs  againft  it. 

There  formerly  was  a  cuflom  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  particularly  in  ConneAicut^  whicb 
various  American  travellers,  in  their  accounts,  at* 
tribute  to  vicious  manners ;  but  who,  I  confefSj» 
ought  to  accufe  me  of  dulncfs,  becaufe  it  always 
appeared  to  me,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  the  eflcft 
of  the  pureil  manners,  and  the  mpik  innocent 
intentions.  A  traveller  arrived  at  the  houlc  of  a 
friend,  and  the  beds  of  the  family  yrere  engaged.. 
He  was  put  to  bed  /jvith  the  family — ynth  the 
boys,  if  there  were  any,  and  with  the  girls,  if 
there, were  no  boy^.  It. may  be  conceived^  that 
it  is  eafier  for  Europeans  to  compofe  pleafant 
tales,  and  to  dtaw  meriy  inferences  from  this 

Vol.  IV.  Qq  cuftom. 


trtrtde  ihto  6ne  cf  thcfc 
end  of  theday,  was  nc 
lodging  near-,--  tKeir  -hoi 
iUitftlffcr  Him  to-be  rd 
tmtila  'did  nbtehter  tht 
tSilt'if  thai'aailgtitfcts, 
Bjifted  ■  into:  tlic'liofpitab 
remarked  that  he  arrivei 
pa^f '  the  fciolffirij  -iCh 
<rt»  rithcr  4' hoifnags  pi 
Snia'tiiih  a'heccffaty  me 
nitt'idiaythe  travSller  d 
flext  t^venin^'anothcr  h" 
eoffehi;  IntMH  by  then 
itt  prdpoHitort '  as'hoirfcs 
ihofc'  frciquiirited,  4hd  ' 
theSdijr  whttt  «h<!  idea 


the  Jftigbtcft  ajtteropt  >wh|ch  t^  ha4  cver.w^ 
to  abufc  thU;  rcq^ptiqfi  l»gd.  lj?e^  yecefvcd  yril^i 
vialcBtr^puM«6^,aa4  had  cauf^d  them  fQaietixops 
$p  be  turned  cnjU;  ^pf  bed,  ^04  iozoep^mcs  eyeax]|u( 

(>£  ^H^^houfe  lo^^ ;:Oo;puG  Qfer  ^pld  me  ^9t  Jbj; 

*  -  • 

h^d  ever  fvi<lcee^iRj.ftttemp{ipg4o  take  ad^va^ 

toge>of  thisctiftom.;  but  .th^  d?Upacy  l«vd,|^ 
IHf^rasted  thfa»,frpm  d?fipngif,^.f^^ 

Iw«e.  klxidue^  thsm  from  s^Mo^i^g  it*  . 
.  Th^rp  probably  may  ha,y§  b^ea  ^qxaroples :  to 
the  c^trary  ;,>rtt  tfiey  could  oftly.  be  /eckonc^ 
as.ex^donsj[and  top  few  to  ^ave  autboiiif^ 
writing,  tf avdl^  tQ.^ye  play^  fcy^  much  upoiji 
this  pui^oHiy  which^  w^^ci^  It  isconifdered  a|: 
ivvrjbat  period' jit  took  pla^^  a^d  .m|yh  9yhat  }jpl9 
ieniucfit  ijt  \r^  ^{^blii^d/  ii^  a  <^edit  to  the  manr 
-mvs  ofith^fountryi  ap4  tP  tfep  ti^aes^  iq  wj^i<;^i 
it  was  pra^ifed.  .  Be  this  ajs  it  may>,  ,the  cuilcii^ 
J)As- ire^fed  long  ago,  fo  th^t  tb^  is  np  more 
,  initb  ifl,  the  accoi«it;C|f  thoiif. w^crjs  who  rppyc^ 
iT^Rtit  to  e^  at  p^^iept,  than  ^jiiere  is  of  jufhi^ 
fii^  .gg^>d^fs  in  theii:  judgment  ,whpn  they  at* 
tack  the  mo^aUfcy  of  ifc  or  pery^ft  the  ijatcnt^op* 
But  tbi&  <:uilQ{n  which  lexiAs  ^t«  and  whic^ 
may  fla^pqk  the  -njftniiers  of  ^  gi^pcan,  i?  th*t 
of  bf^ipg  s^fnitted^  fl^p  upon  mattreiTes  and 
upon  blaok«t3  i«L  t)ie'^«Bip  c^;s^)9bers  where  ti^e 
hu£baad  aod  w»&:fliK|>  ifx  ^ep:  bed,  and  the 

Q  q,  2  children 


tnan  once  louna  myieil 
1  have  been  travelling  a 
of  my  journey,  and  w 
VcUers  to  whom  I  was 
Icts  arc  very  fmall ;  an< 
fcetf  of  young  4nd  httn 
purity  is  noc  futecicnt 
tHiingc  in  thcit  euftof 
ftrangcr  fo  lodged  has  hi 
"By  the  ideas  fiiggefted  I 
is  lb  littieaccuftomed, 
intchtion-  of  his  good  s 
'"  ife  to'  the  laigc  town 
ineitial  ones,  tfte  mear 
Tfierhaps  more  numcrou 
hear  fay  that  a  great  m 
■t"hcft  means.    '  As  in  E 
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'Witkout  fure  means  of  rubfi{}:ence,  partjicularly 
the  wives  of  feajfaring-m^n,  are,  if  nQt  abfplutdy 
the  only  oncsi  the  moft  frequ^tly  accufed.<)f  this 
illicit  pradice. 

I  ought  to  fkdd  f£Mdthpr>.  ^4t  t^e  condition  of 
the  girls  who  are  kept  i^^  the  hdufes  fet  ap^rt  for 
pro{bitution>  is  viewed  by  the  lower  orders  of  the 
Ame/^A  people  with  weaker  ,preppfleifion6  thaa 
in,  ]£urppe^  and  is;  Ipok^d  up(»f  mjcrely  in  d^e 
famenaanner  as  every  other;  tirade :  there  are  mafiy 
examples  of  this  deicriptionpf  women^  who  le^ve 
thofe  ^tuations,^  place  themfelves  as  fervants^  or 
are.  married^  and  .make.  ^t|;i^  domeljkics .  and 
honeft.wive&  The  mui^qip^  pqlice  cpnijives  at 
this  kind  of  houi^s ;,  but  if  the  ndghbours  cpm* 
plain  of  any  exterior  fcandal^  they  are  inilantly 
ihyt,  ^nd  the  inhabitants  ca^JLp4  to  the  houfe  of 
corredion. 

The  Americans  maity  youngs  t^cially  in  tlie 
xountry:  the  occaiion  which  the  young  men» 
who  generally  cftablifh  themfelves  very  early^ 
.eitlier  in  fome  new  lands  or  in  fbme  trade^  have 
for  a  wife  to  aflifl:  them  in  their  labours>  con- 
duces  to  thefe  early  marriages  as  much  as  the 
j]turity  of  manners.  , 

In  the  vill^es^  .marriages  are  leis  frequent  and 
not  fo  haily^  efpeciaUy  fince  the  introdu Aion  of 
luxury  renders  an  acquired  fortune  more  neceA 

Q  q  3  farjD; 


lary  ;  and  tht  young  men  ha#dly 'fiscl  the  nccd^ 
tity  of  loving,  vdtfi  tht  frojcd  of  inamagc,  tiB 
ttey  haveSlf*^yftftisfied,'or-*fiy  in  the  way  df 
fatisfying,  the  more  imperious  ncccflity  of  gain- 
ing money;  feiit  koWfever  goofd  the  'tttttrtiagcs 
may  be,  the  Wife  who  4ies  fe  readily  replaced  by 
(another;     In  thi  <:duntry  fiifc- is>  as  in  Europe,  a 

'  *  f 

titeeffary  friend  to  the  marmgfement  of  domeftic 
aflfeirs— (he  is  the  foul  oJF  tiie  farttily.  '  In  town 
the  Is  fo  td6:  •  Shfe^is  an  iAdii^Afable  rtifource 
foKiomeftic  ikffaits,  while  her  hufbihd  is  engaged 
In  his  own  affairs,  as  every  one  is  in  America ; 
flie  is  an  affiduotes  companion,  and  a  (bciety  ever 
ready  to  be  found  in  a  Country  where  there  are 
no  other  but  that  of  the  family,  Aid  where  the 
children  loon  quit  tlieir  paternal'  abode; 
*  To  the  iketch  which  I  harve  juft  given  of  the 
manners  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  I 
tdu>d  add  ibnCie  features  more,  but  which  would 
augment  but  little  the  knowledgb  which  I  havfe 
tried  to  give  of  them  -colleAitely,  or'  of  them 
^Jmhie\  befrdcs,!  am  preffed  lio  fthifli  this  arti^ 
ofc,  which  appears'  too  long  Already.     ' 

Ah  European  comiftg  into  the  trew  world, 
and  bringing  with  him  the  need  ^  the  uiage  df 
the  politer  attentions  of  that  which  he  has  tjuit- 
*ed;  he,  above  all,  who  brings  with  him  ^hc 
need  of  what  we  call  in  France  the  charms  of 

focie^9 


THE  UNIITBP  nA/rmi  CAlK^DA^  8cC.  690 

focietyy  which  we  know' fo  well,  iow  to  appreci* 
ate^  of  which  we  know  haw  tO'^uorticipat^^  and 
which  affords  us  fo  mmty.  moments  of  happinefs^ 
— nfuch  a  m^n  will  not  find  hkttfelf  fatisficd  in 
Amcrica>  and  hi6.>e€ollcftions  ip^^ilLbo  continu- 
ally  fprinkling  hi^  life  . with  rmelitnfcholy.  He 
cannot>  if  his  heact  has.an  ocQa((iQitr:£ir.a  friends 
hope  to  find  there  the  fweetnefi,  of  la.conflant 
and  ftVQwcd .  fricndihip.  '  The  iiiihaJbijtants.  of  the 
United  States  have  .been. hitherto ^t^90f:iAuph  coir 
gaged  in  their  refpcdive  oci:upatlpn|/or  the  en- 
ticements of  poliihed  iocicty,  to  be  *l>le  to  with- 
draw their  attention  ftoiti  thtm  j .  tji^r  hfive  »at 
leifure  to  confecratc . to  .fxiendihip.  . : -vj::- r  . 
Such  an  European  ought  to  hwi^rim  n  iong 
time  forgptten  £urope//1n  .order  toi  JiY«  qmtp 
happy  in  America.  :  But ,  if .  h^  <»«  hcadilyiofe 
the  remembmnce  of  it,  or  take  with  him  j^e^ 
the  deareft  objed;^  of  hid  afieAion>  }i^  will  jLe^d  |fi 
America  a  happy  and  tranquil  U&t  He.  will  th^ 
enjoy  the  bleffing  of  liberty  in  the  greateft  t^ijr 
tent  which  it  is  poffible  to  defire  m  any  ppliib^ 
country.  He  will  fee  him[fel£::with  $13^  ei^ivfr 
people,  eafy  in  their  ciraumftances,  and  happy. 
Every  day  will  bring  him  to  obfcrve  a  new  jmtq- 
grefs  of  this  new  country.  He  will  fee  it  every 
day  take  a  ftep  towards  that  fbength  and  great « 
4icfs  to  which  it  is  balled ;  tDw^3  that  real  iur 

Q  q  4  •  dcperidcnce 


to  labour  hard,  is  lure  t 
time,  the  means  of  makii 
a  tnan  of  property,  and  ] 
eafy  and  honefl  competci 
Some  of  the  rcfleftio 
accompanied  the  Account 
put  c^my-jcnimal,  of  t] 
government,  (^  the  laws, 
.tif  the  nunners-  of  the 
atCiiied  of  fcvcrity.  W 
make  to  this  reproach,  i 
■It  wis  my  dvtty  to  fay  \ 
diought.  I  have  Ipared 
die  truth,  and  to  keep  n 
thb  influence  of  ail  prcj 
^^t ;  I  am  inwardly  con 
lefs  nothing  obliged  me  1 
nothing  could  make  m« 
-vrritin?  it.   to  diffniife.  n 
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x'crnitig  j^rty  in  America .  witti  a  Freobii  parfcia- 
Uty.  I  will  not  attempt  to  eadbulpate  myfeif 
from  a  ftix>rtg  attachincat  tjtf  itiy  country,  and  to  * 
all  itsiijtflrdb.j:.!  belicy^l^do  not  yield  to  any  , 
one  in  t;liis  ientiment;,  fo  general  among  the 
French ;  it  is  in  me,  independent  of  all  the  go- 
ycmmcnts  which  my  nation  can  give  facrieif,  as 
it  is  of  all  the  misfortunes  of  which  J  hai'c  been« 
and  of  which  I  may  ftill  be  the  vidim.  But  I 
(hould  have  reproached  myieif  for  having  yielded 
to  be  guided  in  my  judgment  by  fentiments  for 
which  I  honour  myfclf ;  I  (honld  theq  have  fun 
the  riik  of  not  feeing  the.  truth;  ai>d  it  is  the 
truth  after  which  I  have  been  fearching,  ancf 
for  the  iake  of  which  I  wrote.  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  I  have  preferved  myfeif  from  the  in- 
fluence of  national  prejudice,  and  I  hope  that  the 
majority  of  my  readers  will  think  the  fame. 

May  America,  flrengthened  by  all  the  advan- 
tages which  nature  has  beflowed  upon  her,  and 
with  thofe  which  a  happy  concurrence  of  cir- 
cumftances  has  added  to  them,  already  rich  in 
her  own  experience,  enjoy  with  a  long  prolpe* 
rity  ! 

May  the  people  of  America  employ,  without 
remiffion,  all  their  vigilance  and  all  their  firm- 
nefs  to  preferve  their  liberty  and  independence, 
which  they  have  fo  glorioufly  acquired !   None 

of 


—  t .wv«.,  aa  111   private 

Mftful  and  the  moft  honoi 


I  add  here  a  brief  viei 
and  diftrenccs  between  t, 
tJnited  States  of  North  A 
Uniori,  as  well  as  of  thofe 
which  compofeit. 

Thefe  tables  are  the  litej 
pnbhflicd  laft  year  by  Mr 
«  that  time  member  oi 
Carolina,  at  prefent  miniftei 
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T^zr^f*  of  tiiitJtiim  hvkidi  ^tJievm'ious',  Articles 
of  Merchandize  imported  into  the  United  States 
pay,  Jin$ethe\fi,9fJtdy  VJf^j\,      ,       . 


■4;^— 


.0  4  «       u  4 


....     ;,v  *"i 


r» 


\  ■• 


Mdrchandize  Idip^n^d. 


4». 


Itt  'AmdHcadhi 

ft 

bottoms.  - 


r.J«<i 


Firc-arins  and  bayonets,  not  othef- 

wife  fpecified      ^ '  -  ' 
Philofof  hical  apparatus  im^ortel;! 

for  the  ufe  of  fchools,  &c.       -"{fftse 
Anifeed    ^-  i 

Articles  {^rodiic^  dr   ttianufac 

tuf ed '  in    the    United  States, 

lioijors'cxceptfcB     i    ' "  " 
Anchors    -     '     -       . 
Stardi       -  • 

Slate         -  .' 

Steel'     -   .  - 

Beer,  ak,  and  porter,  in  calks  or 

in  bottles  -    " 

—  imoA  the  Valbe  of  the  bottles 
BricKS  and  tiles 
Bonnets,  hats,  and  all  kinds  of 

b6ad-dre(res  '  <^ 

BoQts 

Buttons  of  all  kindii  - 
Badkles  for  ihocs,  &c. 
BruOies     - 
Coin,  dr  filvcr 

Cambrick  -  - 

Stockings  • 

Wax,  and  fpermaCeti  candles     - 
Wood  unwrought .    w 
Wood  %rou^t '  ^except  cabinet 

w^reis)   -  '     • 

Brafs  cannon,   and  articles  made 

of  copper 
Coachcts,  or  parts  of  cbaches 
Cards  for  gaming  ~    -  » 


iiD^er'crhttf  their 
value 


I  '  I  .      i>  >   i 


% 


ii 


.  rf 


15  p.  cent  of  value 


free 

10  p;  cent  of  vadue 

1 5  dhto 

15  ditto 


....  » 
.  >  « ^ 

.    ..7  J 

Ate 


1 00  ttmts  p.  i|Uftital    lip' 


• 


8  cents  per  gallon 
10  p:  cent  of  value 
15  dhto 


15  ditto 

75  r«ifr  per  pair 

15  p.  cent  of  vahse 
.15  ditto 
"16  ditto 

ftce 

top.  cent  of  value 

15  ditto 

6  cents  per  pound 

free"    - 


If  ' 

161- 


8» 

if 

i6i 


If   ' 
ffee 
It 

free 


I2|p.centcfvalue 

1 5  ditto 
2(0  ditto 
(25  !^ir/x  per  pick 


22 


004 


TRATEL8  THAOVOtf 


-Merchandize  Impoite<l« 


com 


■ 


Cards  for  cotton  and  wool 
Cables  and  tarred  cordage 
Candles  made  of  tallow 

nkei       • 

ipert 
Canes  and  whips 
Cinnamon,    gpofeberries^ 

fitSy  ice.     - 
ChintZi^callicoeSy  muflinSi  and  all 

merchandize  ofcotton  and  wool 

in  colour 
Cocoa- mi  t 
Chocolate 
Cofmetics 
Coals 

Colours,    - 
Copper  wrought 
«r-  in  (heets^  pigs,  and  bars 
Compofition   for   the  teeth  and 

gums     * 
Coflfee       . 
Cotton 
—  manufa£kired  without  die  or 

colour    • 
Cutlafles    and    hangers^     either 

whole  or  in  pieces 
Homp       -  -  . 

Leather,  tannedy    and  all  mami* 

fadures  of  leather*  or  where 

the  leather  is  the  effential  ar- 

.tide  - 
Citrons  - 
Nails     .    . 

Pafteboard  and  parchment 
Types  tor  printing     • 
Dates  and  figs 
Drugs  (juf  the  apothecary)  except 

thofe  ufed  in  dyeing 
Drugs  and  wood  (for  dyeing) 


MM* 


«   3 


50  cfMts  per  dozen 

lio  cents  p.  quintal 

2  cifitt  per  pound 

I  ditto  - 

£5  p^  cent  of  value 

lo.ditjo 

1 5  ditto 


1 2  ditto 

2  cents,  per  pound 

3  ditto  - 

15  p.  cent  of  value 
5  cents  per  bufhel 

-  15  p.  cent  of  value 
1 5  ditto 
free 

» 

15  p.  cent  df  value 
5  cents  per  pound 

-  3  ditto  w 


to  p.  cent  of  value 

15  ditto 

100  cents  p.  quintal 


-  1 5  p.  cent  of  value 
1 5  ditto 

2  cents  p^r  pound 
r  ^io  p.  cent  of  valoe 
10  ditto 
IS  ditto 


1 


15  ditio 
free.    - . 


t  • 


55 
198 

«tV 
It 

16I 


i6i 
free 

Si 
3-.V 

IX. 

lie 


1 


i6f 

II 
II 

i6| 

i6j 

free 
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Merchandize  imported. 


ririUh 


ji 


In  American 
Bottoms. 


&Mia 


Lace  and  lawjn^ 

Jjace.for  edges,  fringes; -lacets, 

&€•  ufcd  bycoach-makens,  bd* 

dlersi  ^c. 
Malt      '    . 
Cabinet  ware 
EfTenceSy  powder,  and  per&mery 
Fans,  vYhoie  or  in  puM 
Tin,  wrought         -•  - 
-^old        .  ^i 

Artificitti  flowers,   fctotbers,  and 

othec  ornaments  for  bdies 
Cl>pper  wire,  &c.  -  •  ^* 
Cheefe 

Fruits  of  all  kinds 
China  ware 
Furs  uQwrought 
Iron  wire 
Packthread 
Gauze 
Ginger 

Girandoles,  whole  brin  pieces    - 
Gloves  and  mitten^  ofaQ  kinds  - 
LadeofgoldorfilVei"' 
Glue   .-    .  "•^:' 

Clothes  ready  made*  ^ 


lo  p.  cent  of  value 


M    9 


15  ditto 

10  cffits  per  buffae) 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

15  ditto 
15  ditto 
free 


,1  •• 


It 


i6t 
It 

fttc 


15  IT;  cent  of  value 
-frcc-*- 
-7  cents  per  pound 
-  1$'^  <fent  of  value 
-ij  ditto 
-frefe:    . 

free 

400  cents  p.  ouintal 

10  p,.  cent  oi  value 

1 5- ditto 


20  ditto 
15  ditto 
15  ditto 
15  ditto 
10  ditto 


*-•  fiveries,  furniture^^anid  utenfils 

of  profeflSon,  belonging  to  per- 

fons  coming  to  refide  iti^the 

United  Stutef         -  -free  "•  - 

on  •     :      .    •  -15  p.  cent  of^tofe 

Indigo       *  .  ^  .     . 

Jewellery,  and  artificial  ftones    - 
Play- things    for  'childfe|i,    not 

otherways  fpecifi«d  - 10  ditto 

flank  books  •  -  .  10  ditto 


& 

fttee 

free 

440 

II 

iz 
i6i 
i6J 
16] 


25  cents  per  pouhd 
15  p:  cent  of  value 


Diftilled  liquors  from  corn. 
>—  pf  the  ^rft  proof    - 


18  Vrn// per  gallon 


i\  t 


II 

is 


3of 


6o6 


TILAVEI.8  THROUGH.  /  ; 


Merchandize  imported* 


■.I  m   ma 


-     •    I  - 


—  ftcond 

—  third     .  -         . 

—  fourth  - 

-f§fth  .  .         C-:  -;. 


».  .  t 


In  Ameriaui 

•  m  » 

Bottoms. 


.   JJl  JL.i> ■ 


o  o 

w    3 


29  riui//  per  gprfloii  3  i-rW 


-31  4it|P 

40  diito 
60  dilto 


-»• 


i       \     ■ 


I      V 


•  ••  «    "    I 


.    From  other  mii(H|0t 
— iftrft  proof 
— 'iecond 

-Jii^rcl.  .  -   -  . 

—  fourth  - 


25  **^  :i:  '^ 
25  ditto         :-. 

28  ditto 

46  ditto  .,/,  ,,,; 


f       ^  t-,-^ 


Lbiibrs .  (dij^Iled:  in  |tie  :  United 

dtates^   importeci  vi.  t^  fame 

Vf#&kin  which  they  j^ye  been 

exported    from     th^.M  United 

.  Staters  YJBk     ; 


*.'     » 


.  From  molaflpf «- . 
—.firft  proof  ,     n     1  -    -i-iri 

~j^cobd  ,4 

—  Ihird    . 

—  ibuith  - 

—  fifth'.    - 


'♦-» 


•  • 


34n 
55 


274 


't    1 1 


1-3  rf»«4§  ;  ■  ."• 

•5  <l«»»:it  ... 
17  (Utto 


i    > 


I         1 


13% 


?■«., 


From  matters  the  produce^  tht 
...  t     <  United  States*^ : . . 

~4fC(HHl     .^    :    ,     ,  .• 

—  fourth 

—  6ftH     - 
— ^pxth    - 

Wool  i^nwrought 
Woollen  yarn 

WaKhey  alid  cl^lub  Ipevbo^c  or 
in  pieces 


r 


7  r^/j  per  gallon 

8  ditto 

-4ii.dittp  . 

18  ditto 

free 

2^5.an/ip.^^tal 


I 


It 
free 


i5P«centbf  valuq  i6i 
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T-^- 


Merchandize  imported. 


•— r 


In  American 
Bottoms. 


©2.9 

SCTQ 


•     '/ 


15  ditto 

>  ^. '  •  i 
iCilittO  ^ 
15  ditto 


Merchandife  jimported  diredly 
from  China,  or  from  the  £aft 
Indies,  in  veiTels  wbick  do  not 
belong  to  the  United  States, 
(except  tea,  porcelain,^- and  all 
other  articles  fubjcdt  to  the 
higheir  duties) 

—  wJiich  fhall  be  re-exported  in 
the  fame  (hips  In  which  they 
hate  beeiv  iippp^tied*  .  free 

—  not  fj^ijBp^Uyrfjpecifieid  in  this 
tariff  j    -  r  *        ; 

LocJcfnff-glafles  *     .   I 

Msuiufaftures  of  tin,  compofition, 
and  copper      .    ^  *^ 

—  of  irdaaoil  Aeej^inototherwife 
fpecified  -  .     ^ 

—  ofco{)per     1  7    '  • 

of  le^,  i,,     J,;     J-.. 

— ^jof ;  cotton  and  wool,  djred  or 
coloured.      , ,   ;.')-.       :'. 

—  djftoi  without  tiding  ^ed  or 
9^u^^  «•;  ->  /*  ?\  »     >  ;.      -  10  ditto 

Marble^ilateyftones,  bricks,  t£fea}?  r.:ii>   ^  ) 
iab^es>  mpiMr^.Hod  other  uten- 
firs  of  marble  or  date,  and  ik(  .  *;  i^q 
general  aU.~Wf^k\«o  ftone  or 
potjery 
Mace  (a  fort  of  fpipiMry) 
Merchandifes  of  mo4f 
Molafles    -  -  "i   •, 

Mulkets  anda&rorarnvSf  witb  bay- 
OQ^ts^  whole  or  l9){:^iecefl 

—  without  bayonets,  ditto 
Muf^^rd  ui  ponrdfc*.  )r 
Mu{iins:dye<^4X>)^l|red,  &C» 
— .without  dye  or^our  . 
Nuiaaegit     ...  ■         ^      i  - 


•   <-** 


V. 
«1     "  I* 


ofvidcMi 


io  pf  cent  of  yiluel  •  ^w 
20  ditto  "1    aa 


I  cent  per  pound  - 
i2|p«cent^fvalue  r.j^ 


t     1  wi  -  »4 


I« 


•I  I 

I 


•  t  ■ 


'f  ^ 


••>i 


15  ditto 
I5i4itip  .  :«• 
ijiXUtjig 

1 
15  p.  oaiit  til  value    iM- • 

15  diuo 
1 2{;  ditto 
10  ditto 
15  diuo 


la 


:8 

i6i 
4* 


... 


♦.^ 


i6i 

IS* 

XI 


tlkAV^E^S-  THirOUGK 


In  American 

f? 

,     Merchandize  imported. 

Bottoms. 

§3. 5" 
1"  ■ 

Ooldfralchs'  ware 

15  p.  cenfof  valiK 

i6i 

Oranges    -                -        ,        - 

15  ditto 

■4 

Oii»«     -            -            - 

i5diito 

i 

Parcclau  -               -         .       . 

ly  ditto 

Culls  fw  children       -         '■■--- 

15  ditto 

lOj 

Gun- powder 

10  ditto 

II 

Powtler  for  ihe  hai»\- 

C5  ditto 

iH 

Sav  bides 

rrec      - 

f^ 

Calamiiiare  ftone        -          ,■    "- 

free-     - 

fne 

Lead  and  bulleis      ■  -  -  ' 

I  cea/  pBf  potfnd 

■A 

Paper,  painted  forlapeflry     -    t 

15  p.  otRt  of  filue 

164 

—  tor  wriiing  an*  ■wrapper)' 

10  ditto 

II 

PUfte«<^  Paris 
nt^  1*hole  or  in  parts 

15  ditto     ■-  -   . 

iH 

hi.  ..        . 

f^ 

6  teats  per  pound 
15  p.  <qM  vT^Mluc 

i6| 

FJitiDds  and  engravings '  j 

10  ditto 

.AlUpicS-.             ■.■_;    . 

i.  ctnH  per  pouhd  - 

4t 

15  p."Cent  of  valiM 

•H 

Naval  pkiviOons         -           --^  : . 

<Ke    -^   -^^  -■    . 

bS, 

■W>fari.-r^:,-l.-...^;;.    . 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

'H 

Raifin*      -                .          ;  ■... 

J5  diiw  :        ■     . 

•H 

Glauber  I  £ih       .^-ui^.-      . 

200  Mils  p.  quinta 

lie 

halt  we  'hing  mote  than  46  At. 

i       .      '.    ,-:.          ..       . 

perbtflttl               -        i  .:    .. 

tzr/iWKfor  65tbc 

■3? 

—  wcigtiing  56  lbs.  per  bulbtl  or 

kfs    :    -                 -           .    .. 

t3<M/>  Berbuhel 

*3 

SaftpttfC-  -               --^J.  w- 

free-. 

f.^ 

^aikkcs,  whole  or  iiTpaitsl- 

lopioMtofrilue 

Sauin,  andoihcrmkAoffs. 

0  ditto  ' 

ji 

Shaes  and  pumps  *f   filk,-   for 

women  -                .         |  ;     . 

i$ifiiUftffih  - 

»7* 

r5  diuo'  ■"  '  '• 

r6J 

SAu*  and  cutlaffcB,  ia  part  01 

Klute     -                      -         '            . 

5  p.  ceM«f  valm 

•61 

S«p      ;-.                  .;.    ,         . 

1  tents  per  pouDd 

•i 

S|Jpfc«-;    -              -I....-:        . 

ree     -•    /  .      - 

ri4 

WgK^UOWB              •■*,!  ', 

\  centt  per  pound ' 

H 
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«w 


Merchandize  imported. 


Sugar,  white  clayed  - 
-—  powdered 

—  all  other  refined,  and  in  pow- 
der 

—  (Linnpeugas) 

—  in  loaves 

—  refined 

—  candy  - 

Carpets  and  matts'  - 
Tobacco  in  powder  -* 
Sail- cloth 

Tea,  China  and  Indian. 

—  bohea  -  -  . 

—  fouchong  and  other  black  teas 

—  hyfon  imperial 

—  other  green  teas    - 

Tea  coining  from  Europe. 

—  bohea  -  -  - 


In  American 
Bottoms. 


3  ants  per  pound  - 
3  ditto 

i\  ditto 

b\  ditto 

9  ditto 

6|  ditto 

9  ditto 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

22  cents  per  pound 

ID  p.  cent  of  value 


12  cents  per  pound 
18  ditto 
32  ditto 
20  ditto 


•  bohea  ... 
-  fouchong,  and  other  black  teas 

•  hyfon  imperial 
—-  other  green  teas    - 

Tea  coming  from  any  other  place. 

—  bohea  -  -  - 

—  fouchong 

—  hyfon  imperial 

—  other  green  teas    - 
Tobacco    raanufaSured    (other- 
ways  than  in  powder] 

Glafs. 

—  black  bottles,    containing  a 
quart     -  -  - 

—  in  panes  -  , 

—  all  other  nunufadlures  of  glafs 
Velvet       - 

Vol.  IV.  R  t 


<A    S3 


14.  ditto 
21  ditto 
40  ditto 
24  ditto 


17  ditto 
27  ditto 
50  ditto 
30  ditto 

lorf/i/jper  pound 


10  p.  cent  of  value 
1 5  ditto 
20  ditto 
10  ditto 


3.^ 


i7f 
27 

50 
30 


30 


18 /w 

55 

33- 


II 


II 
i6f 

22 
II 


—  IjOnaun,  or  uiuugm  nv'  •■—  i 
deira      "  '  "I 

—  <Hhcf  Madeira 

—  Burgundy  and  Champagne    -| 

—  Sherry 

—  Saint  Lucar 

—  Lifbon  and  Oporto 

—  Tcncriff,  Royal  and  Malaga  - 
The  duties  upon  all  other  wine 

ought  not  to  exceed  30  cmts  pei 
piloa  in  American  teffcls,  ant 
jj  cents  in  foreign  vcffels ;  no; 
tobc  Icfs  than  ten  ctnis  in  Ame 
rican  veflels,  and  eleven  in  fo 
reign  veffcls 
Upon  the  value  of  the  bottles 
All  forts  of  fruits  preferved  i: 


Alt  other  merchandife  not  othei 
wife  fpccificd 


No.  I. 


EPOCH  OF 
ACCEPTATION. 

NUMBER  OF  BRANCHES 

• 

4 

The  United  States. 
•       In  Convention  the  17  th  of  Scp- 
fcmbcr,  1787.  Began  to  aft  the  4.th 
of  March  1789. 

Two  hoiifes  X  the  fenate  antl  the  houfc  t 
tatives,  called  the  Congrefs.     The  former, 
memticrs ;  the  iatter,  hvc  hundred  membe 

New  Hampshire. 
i79». 

Two  branches  :  the  fenate  and  houfe  of 
tives,  called  the  General  Court.    The  1 
members ;  the  latter^  from  one  hundred  afi 
one  hundred  and  thirty. 

\ 

Tennessee. 
6th  of  February,  179^. 


Noith-West  Territory  op 
THE  Ohio. 

1 3th  of  July,  1787. 


Two  branches,  called  the  General 
fenate,  eleven  members  }  the  houft  of 
twenty.two. 


The  governor  and  the  judges  make  i 
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■F  DURATION  OF  THE  FUNCTIONS. 

E. 

d  every 

K 

SENATE. 

or    THE    REPRESENTATIVES. 

fii  years. 

Unllcd  Stales      .-J 

five  years. 

South  Carolina  .  Vtwo  years. 
TenneOee    .  .  .) 

irs. 

I 

Tourypars. 

XewHampfhire.- 

Maffachufelts     . 

:li  evety 

* 

Vermont  .... 

New  York   .   .  . 

■    every 

te. 

three  years, 
two  jeari. 

New  Jerty    .  . 
PcnnfylvanU  .  . 
Delaware .... 
Maryland     .   .   . 
Kentucky     .   .   . 
Vi,gh,i. 

■a  year. 

rd  every 

1 

North  Carolina  . 

ll 

■a  year. 

Genrj;!a    .  .  .  .^ 

1 

r 

Conneflicut    .  .  j 

Rhode  Ifland..r"  "*""''''■ 

■ 

■■ 

k 


»»f       •  '' 


s 


t 


■    L     ■ 
.      # 


f 


i  ») 


V 


H 


No.  VI. 


'est  Territory  of 
rH£  Ohio. 


By   the  prclidcnt  ajic 
States. 


No.  VI. 


STATES. 


I 


» 


New  Hampshire. 


MassachusettsM 


Connecticut. 


Rhode  Island. 


Vermont. 


New  York. 


New  Jersey. 


Pennsylvania. 


Delaware. 


A  RYLAND. 


Kentucky. 


Virginia. 


North  Carolina. 


South  Carolina. 


Georgia. 


Tennessee. 


INDEX 


to  THE  FOURTH  VOLUME. 


A. 

k   DAMS,  John,  declared  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  362. 

"a.  Agriculture,  (late  of,  near  .Philadelphia,  102;  at  German- 
town,  116;  at  Quakerilown,  125. 

tnboy,  in  the  ilatc  of  Jerfey,  189;  one  of  the  bcft  pgrts  in  the 
United  States,  ib.  ;  value  of  its  exports,  190. 

meiicans,  drunkennefs  the  mod  common  vice  of  the  inft^rior, 
!i77 ;  foridnefs  of  riches  the  prevalent  charafteriftic  of  the^ 
579  ;  few  natives  in  domeftic  fervice,  588. 

nimals,  wild,  lefs  fierce  than  in  other  parts  of  the  globe^  586. 

B. 

elvidere,  account  of,  161;  its  houfes,  ib. ;  iituation,  162;  price 
of  land,' ib. 

ethlehem,  town  of,  133  ;  its  population,  ib. ;  all  Moravians^  ib. 
radford,  William,  Attorney-general  of  Penn(}'lvania,  .444 
urlington,  tOWn  of,  176  ;  a  fmall  port,  191- 
urr.  Colonel,  his  friendihip  for  the  Author,  245. 

C. 

hatham,  village  of,  173. 

heihut  Hill,  account  of  the  village  of,  120. 

bew,  Benjamin,  at  Philadelphia,  Author^s  rerpe<%  for,  and  hi# 
family,  105  ;  his  houCe  at  Germantown  the  feat  of  an  import- 
ant adion  in  1777.  117. 

JirifHcnbrown  Farm,  account  of,  154 ;  its  produce,  ib. 

^^hient'i  Tavern,  account  of,  121 ;  the  boundary  of  thecountlei 
of  Mbntgoteeiy  and  Bucks,  ib. 

Rrd  Clinton 


New  York.  ib. 
PrayttiQ,  Mr.  Speaker  of  t 
grefs,  163. 

Eafton,  dtj  of,  capital  of  tti 

fituation,  ib. ;  extent,  ib. 

GcmiaDi,   ib. ;    confiderBl 

Skipping,  138. 

Eddy,  Thomas,  of  New  Yofl 

Elfworth,  Mr.  Cliicf  Juftice  o 

Eraheina,  Mr.  a  Moravian,  Bj 


Faubonne,  M.  de,  account  of, 
FIztidere,  townfhip  of,  I'O;  ii 
FortiRcationa,  of  the  United  £ 

fituated,  ib. 
Franklini  Doftor  Benjamb,  h 

of  the  conftitutioD,  239,  2yc 


GalatiDi  Mr.  hie  opinion  o 

396,  397. 
Genet,  M.  recalled  bv  F«. 


I^DEX.  : 

Gnadeiithal  Fann,  account  of,  154  ;  its  produce,  ib. 
Goveruor*8  Ifland,   account  of  its  fortifications,  2S0;  expence 

of,  ib. 
Granite,  very  common  nearPaterfon,  1D3. 

Hacketdown,  defcription  of  the  village  of,   165  ;  its  produce, 

166  ;  iron  forges,  ib. 
Hamilton,  Mr.  a  federalifl  and  eminent  barrifler  at  New  York, 

charadtcr  of,  245. 
HeiHan  fly,  great  damage  done- by  the,   in  tlie  State  of  Jerfey, 

170. 
Hope,  Major,  at  Belvidere,  account  of  his  eliatc,   163  ;  formeriy 

proprietor  of  all  the  lands  near  there,  ib".  j  price  of  his  pur- 

chafe,  ib. 
Hudfon,  Henry,  firfl  difbovered  Long  liland,  1£)5. 

• 

I. 

Jefferfoa,  Thomas,  declared  Vice  Frdident  of  die  U^ted  States, 
S62,  ■:  : 

Jcrfcy,  State  of,  hiftorical  account  of  the,  175,  176»  177;  its 
conftitution  and  laws,  177  to  184;  taxes,  184  to  187;  cx- 
penccs  of  govemmeot,  187  ;  public  debt,  ib.  ;  population,  ib. ; 
•extent,  188;  education,  ib.  ;  character  of  its  iohabitanUf  189; 
freedom  of  religion,  ib. ;  comjnerce,  189»  19^  ;  exports,  191* 

K. 

^ofcioiko.  General,  employed  in  the  army  of  General.  Gates,  at 
iiixiratoga,  247 ;  Author's  opinion  of,  and  refpeA  for,  248* 

Labour,  price  of,  at  Philadelphia,  101 ;  nearGernaantown,  119; 

near  Eafton,  158  ;  at  Hackctftown,  166. 
Land,  price  of,  at  Gcrmantown,  116  ;  at  Springboufe,  121  ;  at 
Quakerftown,  125  ;  between  Bethlehem  and  Kali  on,   15^;  at 
Eafton,   158 ;    in  the  neighbourhood  of  Belvidere,   162 ;  at 
Hacketdown,  166;  at  Morridown,  172;  at  Chachs^m,  174. 
',  produce  of,  at  Philadelphia,  102;  at  Gnadenthal,  154;  at 

R  F  3  Chriilianbrowii 


INDEX. 

Chriflianbrown»  ib. ;  near  Htckctftown»  166;  at  Mbrriftown^ 
172. 

Larsener,  Richard,  diftributor  of  the  relief  at  Neiv  Yor](  Id  the 

colonics  of  St.  Domingo,  238. 
I^high  Mountains,  account  of,  126. 
Livingdon,  Eklniund,  one  of  tht  moil  enlightened  and  eloquent 

members  of  the  oppofition  in  Congrefs,  246. 
Long  ifland,  account  of,  243 ;  its  extent  and  population,  ib. 
LownSy  Caleb,  of  Philadelphia,  charader  of,  45,  44. 

M. 

Ma^achufetts,  infurre<5Uon  in  the  State  of,  on  amount  of  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes,  518. 

Mintfmill,  account  of,  165. 

Montgomery,  Genera],  killed  at  the  iiege  of  Quebec,  231 ;  a  mo- 
nument erected  to  his  memory  at  St.  Paul's  Church  in  New 
York,  ib. 

Moravians,  their  origin,  127;  fettled  in  the  di(lri(Sl  of  Bethlehem 
iii  1741,  ib.;  thieir  numbered  ib. ;  details  refpeding  them,  127* 
to  130;  in  1762  change  the  fyflem  of  the  conilitution,  130; 
pi'efcht  efdihance^,  ib. ;  government  of  the  (bciety,  130  tQ 
\3i  i  Revenues,  13d ;  an  oligarchical  republic,  137  ;  pay  of  their 
bifOiopsv  139,  1-40;  fchools,  143;  religion,  144;  their  mar- 
riallgc^',  14£t  to  1 50 ;  pradtioe  of  wor&ip,  161;  all  t^^rmans, 
•  or  defccttdants  of  Germans,  ib«  • 

Morriftown,  the  capital  of  Morris  county,  171  ;  dcfcriptlon  of  the 
village  of,  172;  its  houfes,  ib.';  court  of  juftice,  ib. ;  churthes, 
ib. ;  a  fociety  fbr  the  en(2ourtigement  of  Agriculture,  ib. ;  a 
library,  ib. 

Mufkinigunk  Creek,  163. 

N. 

Nazareth,  a  Moravian  fociety)  account  of,  153  ;  its  populaticD, 
ib. ;  an  academy,  ib.  ;  its  iituation,  154. 

New  Jerfcy,  vrJc  Jerfey. 

New  York,  State  of,  194  ;  iu  hiilory,  194, 195,  196 ;  its  prc- 
fcnt  conftitution,  formed  in  1777»  196  to  201 ;  tax^,  201  to 
205 ;  dvil  law,  206To209;  criminal  law,  209  to21 1 ;  fchools, 
211  to  -214}  flawry,  214  to  218.;  militia^  2]»9>  220,  221 ; 

finance.-. 


THE  TABLI 


NNER 

tVING 

or 

DURATION. 

WHE 

^G   THExM. 

/E. 

s    -\     By  the 
-  -)    clcAors. 

United  States    -1  Three 
Kentucky  -  -  -  7  years. 

United  . 

N'^  "'  Negative 
Maflach              . 

hire^ 

New  York     -  -'I 
Pennfylvania     -  N  Ditto. 
Delaware    -  -  -J 

>owerundef 
Conned        _  . 

s    - 

» 

certain 

Rhode  1       ^.^ 

modinca* 

Vcrmon 

1     « 

tions. 
NewYc 

1 

By  the 

South  Carolina  ^ 

•  •  ' 

people. 

Georgia  -  -  -  -  > 

New  Jei 

Tenncflee    -  -  -  J  ^ 

Kentuck 

' 

Georgia 

*  • 

New  Hampihire* 

^ 

Maflachufetts    - 

Pennfyh 

^ 

Connedlcut  — 

Delawar        ^^ 

^  . 

Rhode  Ifland    - 

A 

North  C  neg^ti^c- 

Vermont     -  -  -  V 

ina 

By  the 
IcEiflature. 

• 

New  Jerfey    -  - 

year. 

Marylar 

ina 

o 

Maryland   -  -  - 

Virginia 

Virginia  -  -  -  • 

-J 

South  Carolina  ^ 

South  ( 

Tennefli 

1^ 


INDEX. 

courts  of  judicature^  15,  lf>;  laws  in  general,  18,  19;  code  of 

ciril  laws,  19  to  27  ;  criminal  laws  and  prifons^  28,  29,  50  ; 

•  labour  and  management  of  prifoners,  51  to  42  ;  prifons  fubjct^ 

to  a  committee,  43 ;  of  whom  conftituttd,  ib.  ;  table  of  num- 

♦  bers  and  dailcs  of  conv  ids,  48  ;  obfervations  thereon,  49,  50; 
.  police  laws,  51  to  54;  military  laws,  54,  55,  56;  the  ftatc 
contains  t\venty*three  counties,  56 ;  numbers  of  the  militia, 
ib. ;  laws  relative  to  the  admtmftration,  57  to  60  ;  relative  to 
finance,  6()  to  66 ;  refpedting  the-  Hate  of  public  lands,  66  to 
74  ;  commerce  of  Pcnnfylvania,  74".' 

Philadelphia,  city  of,  its  foundation,  5;  its  population  in  1684, 
and  1685,  ib.;  its  freedom  of  religion,  ib. ;  commerce,  75; 
exports,  76  to  80  ;  to  where  exported,  and  value,  81  ;  duties 
paid  at  the  cuftom-houfc,  82  ;  account  of  veffels  arrived  and 
failed  from  the  port  of,  83;  prices  of  freight,  84;  rates  of  in* 
furance,  85,  86  ;  price  of  fhip-building,  87  ;  the  moft  confi- 
derable  port  in  the  United  States,  ibk  ;  it^  banks,  88  to  90 ; 
capitals  and  dividends,  ib.  j  defcription  of  the  city,  its  bofpi- 
tals,  markets,  &c.  91  to  99  ;  its  taxes,  99  ;  price  of  labour, 
101  ;  of  houfe-rcnt,  ib.  ;  of  land,  102;  its  produce,  103; 
jnanners  of  its  inhabitants,  and  amufements,  103  to  110; 
places  of  public  worihip,  UO;  fchools,  ib. ;  Author  quits 
Phila  lelphia,  114;  account  of  the  return  of  its  militia  from 
Pittfburg,  522,  523,  524. 

Pifqueii  Creek,  ac^count  of,  159;  its  falls  and  rapids,  160. 

Pittfburg,  fcvcn  rows  oftownfhips  near,  ordered  for  laic  by  Con- 
grefs,  4.05  ;  quantity  and  price  of,  per  acre,  496. 

Q. 

Qnakers,  Author's  high  opinion  of,  583  to  586. 
Quakcrfiown,  account  of  the  village  of,  123  ;  its  population,  ib. ; 
produce,  ib.  ;  price  of  land,  125  ;  cultivation,  ib. 

R. 
Raritcn  River,  169, 
Reynhard,  Mr.  a  tavern-keeper,  I69  ;  account  of  his  farm,  and 

price  of  puichafe,  ib.  ;  culture  of  his  land,  170. 
Rochefoucault,  M.  de  la,  chara^er  of,  1 1 1,  1 18. 
Rulh,  Dodtor,  of  Philadelphia,  charadcr  of,  96. 

Scdgcwick^ 


IXDEX. 

S. 
Scdgewick,  Mr.  Commiffioner  of  the  Senate^  359« 
Ship-building,  price  of,  at  Philadelphia,  87. 
•Shippen,  Edward,  and  others,  received  a  grant  from  William 

Penn,  in  1701,  of  the  counties  ofMewcaftle,  Kent,  and  Suflex, 
■  which  now  form  the  State  of  Delaware,  8. 
Smith,  William,  Miniiler  of  the  United  States,  602 ;  his  tariff 

of  duties  payable  on  imports,  603. 
Springs,  mineral,  near  Hacketdown,  166. 
Suflcx,  population  of  the  county  of»  169* 

T. 

Taxes,  account  of  the,  in  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  62 ;  at  Phi* 

ladelphia,  99  ;  at  Bethlehem.  133,  134. 
Trees,  fpecies  of,  near  Belvidere,  164. 

U. 

United  States,  fituation  of,  previous  to  the  year  1 797,  250  to  252 ; 
'  its  conftitution,  253  to  275  ;  Hate  of  parties  at  the  time  of  pro- 
poiing  the  new  conftltution  to  the  convention  at  Philadelphia, 
and  debates  in  the  convention,  275  to  288  ;  debates  in  the  con«- 
vcntion  of  the  fcveral  dates  on  the  adoption  of  the  conftltu- 
tion, 292  to  302 ;  table  of  the  periods  when  the  feveral  United 
States  accepted  of  it,  and  how  it  pafTed  in  the  different  conven- 
tions, 303  ;  new  articles  propofed  to  be  added  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  fubmitted  to  the  ftatcs,  304  to  307 ;  general  obferva- 
tions  on  the  conflitution,  303  to  3 18  ;  ftate  of  parties  from  the 
adoption  ot  the  conftitution  to  the  prefent  period,  318  to  346; 
new  dates  added  fince,  346  to  348  ;  ele^^lion  of  prefident  and 
vice  prclident,  348  ;  laws  relative jto  the  elcdion,  350  to  355  ; 
l>atcs  in  whicli  the  elcdiors  for  prefident  and  vice  prciident  arc 
named  by  the  people,  356 ;  and  by  the  legiflature,  ib. ;  re- 
marks on  the  fame,  356,  3b7 ;  fummary  account  of  the  choice 
of  prefident  and  vice-prclident,  358  to  865  ;  ceremony  of,  364; 
departments  of  the  executive  power  in  the  government,  366; 
its  judicature,  367  to  370  ;  criminal  juriforudence,  370  to 
373;  civil  jurifprudence,  373  to  375;  departnicnts  of  date, 
376  to  383  ;  finances,  their  hiftory  and  dtuation,  384  to  399  ; 
public  debt,  400 ;  banks,  401  to  403  ;  Author's  opinion  of, 

403 


403  to  407  ;  ftatcment  of  tbtir  affairs,  408  ;  dividends  anil 
prices  of  fimcU,  401) ;  table  of  tonnage^  41(>«  411  ;  iu  duties 
and  drawbacks  in  genera],  412,  413.;  duties  and  brawVacks 
on  wine**  and  fpirits,  418  i  on  various  articles,  419  to  42S; 
taxes,  ^22  to  426;  their  produce,  426,  427  ;  new  duties,  4^ 
to  433  ;  Author's  remarks  thereon,  433  to  436'  j  yalue  of  ex- 
ports to  England,  437;  imports,  439;  remarks  ob  the  oom« 
merce  of  the  tlnit  d  States,  439  to  44(J ;  apaount  of  the  ex- 
ports in  general,  44G  to  453 ;  hiilory  of  the  rapid  increafe  of 

«  • 

its  trade,  455  to  4o0  ;  remarks  thereop,  460  to  477  ;  dealings 
in  land,  4/8  to  4p7  ;  numbers  of  emigrants  who  pais  the  Al- 
leghany Mountains  annually,  >b. ;  military  eftabliihmeiit,  493 ; 
•  of  what  it  confiils,  .499  ;  pay  of,  500  to  502 ;  pay  of  the  nuli- 
tia  and  cavalry,  504,  505 ;  militia  badly  provided  with  ann£| 
506;  fortiRcHtions,  507,  508;  fums  raifed  for  building  frigates 
againft  the  State  of  Algiers,  509,  510  ;  enormous  expence  o(f 
.511;  make  a  prefect  of  a  thirty-tvyo  gun  frigate  to  (be  Dey  of 
Algiers,  512  ;  its  coft,  ib. ;  expepces  of  the  war  department, 
513,  514;  laws  refpedling  their  connexions  with  the  Indians, 
524  to  529  ;  their  trade  with  them  and  capital  emplo3-cd,  530 ; 
civilization  of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  531 ;  remarks  thereont 
532  to  536  ;  naturalization  in  the  United  States,  536  to  539 ; 
enumeration  and  population,  540  to  543  ;  extent  of  their  ter- 
ritory, 543,  514;  their  coin  and  diviiioo  of  monies,  546  to 
548  ;  quantity  coined  and  of  what  defcription,  549,  550 ; 
diirnate,  551  ;  its  effec5t  on  tlie  conftitution,  563  ;  difeaies,  554, 
555  ;  Ua  vegetable  kingdom,  558  ;  bifds,  559;  character  of  its 
inhabitant?!  560;  common  traits  of  chara&er,  56 1  \  oblcrva- 
tions  on  the  culture  of  letters,  562,  563  ;  educa^iop,  564  to 
571  ;  learned focictics,  5/4;  medical  Ibcietics,  ib.  ;  freedom  of 
religion,  581  ;  charitable  focieties,  532,  583  ;  Englifh  cudoms 
and  fafhions  prevalent,  589  ;  their  aniufements  and  entertain- 
mejits,  5Q0  ;  manners  and  cufioms,  591  to  598  ;  obfervation? 
by  the  Author,  5^8  to  602  ;  tariff  of  duties  payable  on  impor- 
tation into  the  United  States,  603. 

t 

Waihingtoot  (feorge,  announces  his  refolution  of  retiring  from 
the  prefideai^ ,  ^ b% . 
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Jufi  Publijbtdlj  R.  Phi  LLiPS,  No.  Tx,St.  jPaufs  Church-Tard. 

I  I  r ^ — 

I.  In  one  very  large  Volume  Oflavo,  Price  Haifa  Guinea, 

THE    UNIVERSAL,    BrOGRAPHICAL,   AND 
HISTORICAL  DICTIONARY 

Of  all  Ages  and  Countries,  and  containing  FIVE  HUNDRED 
more  Names  than  are  contained  in  the  General  Biographical  Dicti- 
onary in  Sixteen  Volumes,  or  in  any  other  Biographical  Work 
pxts^t  io  auy  Language. 

.    By  JOHN  WATKTN3,  LU  D. 

II.    In  two  elegant  Volumes,  foolfcap  8vo.  price  9s.  in  boards, 

(Embcllifhed  with  Two  Vignette  Titles,  and  with   Far  SimiLs  of 

the  Hand-writings  of  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Walpole) 

WALPOUANA, 

Confilling  of  Bon  Mots,  Apothegms,  Obfcrvations  on  Life  and  Li- 
terature, with  Extracts  from  Original  Letters  of  ihti  late 

HORACE  WALPOLE,  KARt  of  ORFORD. 

Thefe  Volumes  are  the  Pipdu«5lion  of  a  Gentleman  for  many 
years  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  Mr,  Walpole.  The  articles  arc 
none  of  them  feleftcd  from  publiflied  Works,  but  arei)artly  drawn 
up  from  a  Colle<5lion  of  Kon  Mots,  &c.  in  hib  own  hand- writing  ; 
partly  from  Anecdotes  written  down  with  his  approb.it ion,  after 
Jong  convcrfations,  in  which  he  wou?d  difplay  tiiofe  treafures  of 
Anecdote  with  which  his  Raiik,  Wit  and  Opporti^iiitics  had  reple- 
fiifhed  his  memory;  and  partly  from  his  original  fetters  to  the 
Compiler,  on  Subjects  of  Tafte  nnd  Literature. 

Prefixed  is  a  Life  of  the  Karl  of  Orford. 


III.   In  one  large  Volume06^avo,  (cmbclliflied  with  Thirty  outline 

Portraits)  Price  8s.  6d.  in  Boards, 

PUBLIC  CHARACTERS  of  I7cj()-i800 ; 

Confining  of  authentic  and  circumftantial  BIOGRAPHICAL 
MEMOIRS  of  vSIX TY  of  the  molt  dilt.nguillud  and  rcmarkabie 
LIVING  PERSONAGES,  Natives  of  Great  Britain  and  hcUm\ ; 
and  being  the  Second  Volume  of  the  Work  which  has  already  been 
honoured  with  univcrfal  approbation. 

Alfo  the  former  Volume  for  1798-9  ;  containing  eighty  Memoii*s. 

IV.    The  firft  Volume  of 

THE    NECROLOGY. 

Confiding  of  Memoirs  of  the  Diflinguifiied  Perfons  who  died  in 
every  Part  of  the  World  in  the  Conrfe  of  the  Years  1797  and 
179S,  of  varioui  Articles  of  negle^cd  Biograpl))^,  &a&c.  Price  10s. 


Nnv  and  Interefiing  Books  puhlijhed  iy  R.  PHILLIPS, 


t^f 


V.     A  NOVEL,  intituled,  ROMULUS ; 

OR, 

A  TALE  OF  ANCIENT  TIMES. 

Tranflation  from   the  German  of  AUGUSTUS    LAFON- 
TAINE,  the  mod  efteemcd  of  the  German  Novelifts, 

By  the  Rev.  P.  WILL, 

Miniftcr  of  the  German  Congregation,  in  the  Saroy. 
In  Two  Volumes  duodecimo.    Price  Eight  Shillings  in  boacdt 

VL  Volume  I.    Price  i03.  in  Boirds,  of 

THE  MEDICAL  AND  PHYSICAL  JOURNAL 

Containing  the  eai  lieft  information  on  Siibje^u  of  Medicine^ 
Sur;;ery,  ChemUhy,  Pharmacy,  &c.  &c.  with  original  Corrcfpoo- 
dence  from  the  moft  eminent  Pra^itioncre  in  Great  Britain  j 

Under  the  general  Superinttrndance  of 

DR.  BRADLEY, 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  l^hyficians,  London ;  Phyfician  to 
the  Weftminfter  Hofpital,  and  to  the  Afylum  for  Female  Or- 
plians,  Ledturer  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,-  &c 

Of  whom  may  be  had. 
The  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  Numbers,  publKhed  on  the  ift  of 
Augull,  September,  October,  and  November,  Price  as.  each.    One 
Number  is  regularly  publifhedon  the  firit  of  every  Month. 

Vn.    A  NEW  AND  VALUABLE  SCUOOL-BOOK, 

Price  48.  6d.  bound, 

NATURAL  HISTORY,  forthcUfc  of  Schools; 

Founded  on  the  Linnaean  Arrangement  of  Animals;   with  popu- 
lar dtfcriptions  in  the  manner  of  Goldfmith  and  Hu^n. 

Illuflrated  by   Forty- fix   accurate  Engraving*,  reprefenting  One 
Hundred  nnd  Fifty  of  the  molt  cur ioua  Objeds. 

By  WILLIAM    MAVOR,  LL.    D. 

Vicar  of  Hurling,  Berkftiire,  Chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Dumfrioi 
and  Author  of  the  Britilh  Nepos,  &c.  &c. 

*'  Natural  Hiftory  is  a  fludy  particularly  fuited  to  Children;  it 
cultivates  tiieir  talents  for  obfervation,  applies  to  obje<fls  within 
their  reach,  and  to  objedVs  which  are  every  day  intercflinw  to 
them."  Edgeworth  on  PraHicd  Edncation, 

*^  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Bufibn,  with  :JI  his  excellencies,  ii 
abfolutcly  inadmimble  into  the  library  of  a  young  Lady,  bot^h  oa 
account  of  his  immodelly  and  his  impiecy.  Goidfmith's  Hiftorr 
of  Animated  Nature  has  manv  references  to  a  divine  Author.  It 
is  to  be  wiQied  that-fome  pcrfon  would  publifh  a  new  Edition  of 
this  Work..^c\6fi4  hou\  X.tv^vcvd'^Vvc^te  and  o^'enuve  parts*" 

Mi/4  NL^^^^  ^tnduTt^  ^iv  BtmoU  ^daico^iMT, 


ifewan^intereftirtgBoohpuhliJbfdhy  R.  PHILLIPS, 

VIII.  A  Second  Fdition,  rcvifedandcorrefted,  price  48. 6d.  bound, 
with  the  ufual  allovi'nnce  to  S^^hools,  cmbelliflied  with  a  beautifal 
Froiitifpiccc  and  with  Portraits, 

THE  BRITISH  NRPOS;  or,  Youth's  Mirror : 

Being  felc6t  Lives  of  illuftrious  Britons,  who  have  been  diftin- 
giiilhcd  by  their  virtues,  talents,  or  remarkable  pr')grcfs  in  life, 
^rith  incidental  and  pratftical  refleclions.  Written  purpofely  for 
the  ufe  of  Schools,  and  carefully  adapted  to  the  fituations  and 
capacities  of  Youth. 

By  WILLIAM  MAYOR,  LL.  D. 
Vicar  of  Hurley,  Berkfhirc,  and  Chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Dumfries. 

^hefilUtving  Critical  Approbations  cannot  fall  tofnthfy  Parents 

and  Tutors  of  the  Propriety  of  placing   Dr.  Alavor's  Britijb  I^cpos 

in  the  bands  of  their  rejptdive  Child  en  and  Pupils, 

**  In  prcfenting  this  work  to  the  Public,  Dr.  Mavor  has  made  a 
▼aluable  and  much  wanted  addition  to  the  School  librarv.  To 
Britifli  Hiftory,  Chronology,  and  Biography,  the  attention  of 
Britifli  Youth  ought  to  be  awakened  ;  and  while  wc  ^ive  Dr. 
Mavor  the  praife  and  credit  which  are  due  to  him  for  this  agreeable 
Biographical  Manual,  we  would  recommend  it  to  the  Makers  of 
mil  our  rcfpc^lable  Schools.  It  is  pieafin^iy  written,  and  the  reflec- 
tions interfperfed  are  calculated  to  infpirc  a  love  of  pure  and  gene- 
rout  principles.  Embracing  the  mod  eventful  and  impo'tant  pe- 
riods of  Engliili  Story,  this  rirh  variety  of  biographical  matter 
muft  prove  acceptable  to  young  readers,  ^nd  to  inch  as  third  for 
knowledge.  The  example  of  the  good  and  wife  has  always  been 
^nfidered  as  conducive  to  virtue,  and  Dr.  Mavor*s  mode  of  ftudy- 
iog  biography  mufl  give  it  peculiar  efficacy." 

Monthly  Rrvic^w,  June, 

'*The  Biograpliy  of  illuflrious  men  deferves  a  more  di(tinguiihed 
rank  than  it  has  hitherto  occupied  in  the  fyilem  of  Britifli  educa- 
tion. We  think  Dr.  Mavor 's  Nepos  has  many  advantages  to  re- 
commend it  to  extenfive  circulation.  It  is  compendious,  and  in- 
cludes thofe  prominent  charaAers  of  Britifli  excellence  with  which 
it  is  chiefly  deiirable  for  our  Youth  to  be  acquainted.  The  ftyle  in 
which  the  Lives  are  written  may  juftly  be  commended.** 

Critical  Review',  j^priL 

From  the  plan  and  execution  of  this  work,  I  am  warranted  in 
giving  it  a  (Irong  recommendation,  as  being  mod  admirably  cal- 
culated to  cherifli  the  bed  and  mod  tried  principles  in  young 
minds.  The  pcrfons  whofe  memoirs thib  judicious  Hiographer  has 
ieledled  for  the  improvement  and  entertainment  of  Young  Pcrfons, 
are  thofe  who  have  filled  up  the  mod  important  dations  in  So- 
ciety, with  the  ^reated  glory  to  thcmfelvcs  and  advantage  to  the 
State.  The  actions  of  thefe  great  men  are  told  in  a  plain  and 
pleafing  maimer,  and,  what  is  no  fmall  difficulty  in  a  work  adapted 
for  juvenile  capacities,  the  incidental  rcfltftions  fuggcded  by  par- 
ticular circumilances  or  traits  of  chara(5ler,  are  fo  naturally  made, 
that  the  reader  cannot  but  feel  the  etfcA  of  the  example,  with  a 
force  equal  to  the.pleafure  excited  by  the  dory.'* 

Chriftian  Spe^atuTt  No,  iXm 
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